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PREFACE. 


The  political  luBlory  of  the  UoiWd  Sloles  hu  received  leas  attention 
than  an;  other  important  portion  of  tlie  liiatory  of  our  country,  not- 
withatsnding  the  fact  that  there  is  no  other  subject  which  meeta  with 
SDch  general  coneideration  as  politics. 

The  object  of  this  work  is  to  present  a  complete  HiSTOBY  OP  Ams- 
ICUC  PoUTics,  giving  the  subject  ample  consideration,  yet  BToiding 
those  detailc  that  consume  the  time  of  the  reader  without  adding  D 
teriaUj  lo  his  historical  information. 

The  plan  of  the  work  is  deaijjned  to  simplify  the  story  of  our  polit- 
ical history,  thus  makinjt  clear  and  intelligent  what  U  otherwise,  to  a 
large  proportion  of  our  citizens,  a  great  mass  of  docnmenta  too  exten- 
sive  for  perusal. 

Chapter  I.  treats  of  local  colonial  politics,  and  cloeea  with  a  plate 
that  representa  mechanically  the  nature  of  colonial  governments  in 
their  individual  capacity. 

Chapter  II.  seta  forth  the  difference  between  the  colonists  and  the 
parent  country  on  national  colonial  politics,  and  presents  those  issues 
that  ultimately  drove  the  Americans  into  the  war  of  independence. 
This  chapter  is  followed  by  a  plate  that  ezhibils  to  the  eye  the  lead- 
ing featnrea  of  the  British  government,  and  represents  how,  according  to 
the  English  colonial  eyslem,  the  colonies  were  under  the  supreme  power 
of  Parliament. 

Chapter  III.  presents  revolutionary  politics,  and  is  accompanied  by 
ft  plate  which  shows  the  sovereign  and  independent  condition  of  thq 
thirteen  colonies,  and  their  lack  of  cooperation  with  the  Cantineotsl 
Congress   by  any  binding   law. 

Chapter  IV,  gives  the  political  history  of  our  country  from  revola- 
tionaiy    times    till    the  beginning  of    the   administration   of   our  first 
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President,  and  is  rendered  more  valuable  bj  a  plate  which  repre- 
sents the  government  of  the  United  States  under  the  articles  of  con- 
federation. 

Chapter  V.  is  devoted  to  the  political  history  of  Washington's  ad- 
ministration, and  b  classified  so  as  to  present,  in  the  order  of  their  oc- 
currence, the  history  of  the  sessions  of  Congress.  Political  events  that 
took  place  outside  of  Congress  are  considered  between  congressional 
events,  in  their  proper  chronological  order.  Following  the  historical 
portion  of  the  chapter  is  a  plate  showing,  by  several  hundred  wheels 
and  rings,  the  nature  and  workings  of  the  federal  government,  and  its 
harmonious  cooperation  with  the  governments  of  the  states. 

The  succeeding  portions  of  the  work  treat  the  political  history  of 
the  United  States  by  administrations,  following  the  manner  of  Chapter 
y.  At  the  close  of  each  chapter  are  references,  naming  the  publica- 
tions from  which  the  history  of  American  politics  must  be  gleaned. 
To  these  are  added  lists  of  the  names  of  federal  officers;  the  platforms 

of  the  political  parties;  and  other  important  documents  of  historical 
interest 

At  the  close  of  the  volume  is  a  diagram,  showing,  at  a  glance,  the 
history  of  all  the  political  parties  in  our  country  from  1607  till  1883. 
The  plate  is  of  valuable  aid  in  obtaining  a  rapid  and  comprehensive 
idea  of  the  political  history  of  the  United  States. 

In  preparing  this  volume,  information  has  been  obtained  from  nu- 
merous publications,  and  from  individuals  who  have  made  American 
politics  a  subject  of  careful  study.  Among  those  who  have  readily  re- 
sponded to  any  inquiries,  and  have  willingly  rendered  whatever  assistance 
requested,  may  be  mentioned  Judge  Scott,  of  the  Supreme  Bench  of  In- 
diana; Hon.  Berry  Sulgrove,  ex-editor  of  the  Indianapolis  Journal;  and 
ez-Senator  W.  B.  F.  Treat.  The  w»rk  is  now  before  the  public,  and  the 
reader  can  judge  as  to  the  value  of  the  information  furnished. 

WALTER  R.  HOUGHTON. 
Indiana  Univenityf  BloomingUm, 
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CHAPTER  I. 
LOCAL  COLONIAL  POLITICS. 

1607—1776. 
LOCAL  SELF-GOVERNMENT. 


A  system  of  local  self-government  was  in  operation  among 
the  Anglo-SaxooB  during  the  period  of  thetr  history  as  a  dis- 
tinct people.  Their  subjugation  by  the  Normans  in  1066 
tnoditted  the  system,  but  did  not  destroy  it.  The  people  slow- 
ly acquired  power  and  gradually  obtained  important  acces- 
sions from  the  crown,  three  of  which,  the  Magna  Charts,  the 
Petition  of  Right,  and  the  Bill  of  Rights,  have  been  styled 
the  bulwarks  of  English  liberty.  These  have  shaped  the 
destiny  of  America. 

The  English  colonists  who  founded  the  thirteen  original 
colonies  during  the  one  hundred  and  twenty-six  ycavn  follow- 
ing the  settlement  of  Jamestown,  brought  with  them  the  idea 
of  local  self-government,  under  which  they  had  lived  in  the 
parent  country.  They  occupied  the  coast  from  Florida  to 
Nova  Scotia,  and  lived  under  such  governments  as  circum- 
stances required.  Some  of  the  colonies  in  their  incipient 
stages,  such  "as  Plymouth  and  Rhode  Island,  were  pure  de- 
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mocracles ;  but  when  the  growth  of  population  prevented  this, 
the  form  of  government  became  representative.  English  sov- 
ereigns established  over  the  colonies  three  kinds  of  govern- 
ment— the  charter,  the  proprietary,  and  the  royal.  This  was 
done,  in  some  instances,  at  the  date  of  settlement ;  in  others, 
at  a  later  period.  Under  these  forms,  the  thirteen  colonies 
became  permanent,  each  independent  of  the  others,  and  man- 
aging its  own  affairs.  Every  colony  had  matters  connected 
with  its  management,  in  which  the  |)cople  were  interested, 
and  about  which  they  would  express  their  opinion.  The  dis- 
cussion of  these  things  developed  a  local  politics,  and  served 
to  educate  the  people  in  the  most  desirable  forms  of  govern- 
ment and  the  best  modes  of  civil  administration. 

The  colonial  governments  were  similar,  in  that  each  had  a 
governorand  a  general  assembly,  consistingof  a  council,  which 
constituted  the  upper  house,  and  a  lower  house  elected  by  the 
people.  Though  these  things  were  common,  there  were  dif- 
ferences in  their  organization. 

CHARTER  GOVERNMENTS. 

The  charter  governments  were  those  modeled  according  to 
the  provisions  of  the  charters  granted  by  the  British  crown. 
A  charter  served  as  a  constitution  to  the  colony  that  possessed 
it,  and  allowed  the  people  to  he  represented  in  the  govern- 
ment, a  matter  upon  which  the  colonists  insisted,  claiming 
they  should  enjoy  all  the  rights  and  privileges  of  English- 
men. The  demand  for  representation  was  so  great  that  every 
colony  had  a  colonial  legislature  modeled  after  that  of  the 
parent  country. 

The  local  political  questions  under  charter  governments 
usually  involved  matters  pertaining  to  citizenship,  religious 
toleration,  and  the  right  of  suffrage.  In  Massachusetts,  Roger 
Williams  and  his  earnest  followers  were  denied  the  right  of 
citizenship,  Quakers  were  iKTsecut(»(l,  and  no  person  could 
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I>«C()me  »  freeman  unless  he  were  a  member  of  some  chundi  in 
the  oolouy, 

KOYAL  GOVEUNMK.STH, 

In  th«  proviuciai  or  royal  governments,  the  king  ap]>ointc<l 
the  governor  and  a  pount-il  that  forme<i  the  iijiper  Itouse  ofa  leg- 
UUiture,  the  lower  hous*;  twnsisting  of  representativea  chosen 
by  the  colonists.  The  governor,  whose  iustructions  were 
received  from  tlic  king,  had  a  negative  on  all  prot-eedinga  of 
tile  aj^senibly,  and  could  diwsolve  them  at  plenynre.  The 
authority  of  the  legislature  extended  to  the  making  of  local 
laws  not  in  conflict  with  the  laws  of  Epgland ;  hut  all  laws 
enacted  by  the  legislature  were  subject  tt>  ratification  or  dis- 
approval by  the  English  sovereign.  "The  governor  and 
council  had  power  to  establish  courts,  apjwint  judgeH,  raise 
troops  for  defense,  and  exercise  martial  law  in  time  of  in^- 
sion,  war,  and  rebellion.  All  real  power  was  thus  in  the 
hands  of  the  king,  or  of  those  holding  office  at  his  will." 
Though  deprived  of  power  in-a  great  measure,  the  people 
possesse<l  the  forms  of  liberty,  and  freely  discussed  all  matters 
connected  with  the  government  of  their  colony. 

Political  matters  in  provincial  governments  pertained  prin- 
cipally to  arbitrary  rule  and  exactions  of  the  governor,  free- 
dom of  the  press,  and  the  question  of  franchise.  In  Virginia, 
Governor  Harvey  was  deposed,  and  Puritans  were  prohibited 
from  holding  any  office  of  government.  In  New  York,  the 
colonists  contended  a  number  of  years  before  they  obtained 
an  assembly ;  but  the  most  noted  contest  between  the  people 
and  the  governor  was  the  trial  of  Zenger,  an  editor,  who  had 
been  arrested  for  freely  expressing  his  opinion  on  matters  of 
government. 

PROPRIETARY  GOVERNMENTS. 

A  proprietary  government  was  under  a  proprietary,  who 
appointed  the  governor,  provided  for  a  legislature,  and  sua- 
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tained  toward  the  people  a  relation  similar  to  that  of  the  crown 
in  the  royal  governments.  Local  politics  differed  but  little  from 
that  under  provincial  governments.  In  C*arolina,  the  orig- 
inal form  of  government,  under  Locke's  Grand  Model,  was 
resisted  till  its  abrogation  was  made  a  necessity,  and  two  gov- 
ernors were  banished  for  their  tyrannical  proceedings.  In 
New  Jersey,  the  colonists  refused  to  pay  quit-rents  to  the  pro- 
prietors ;  while  in  Maryland,  the  vital  struggle  lay  between 
the  Catholics  and  Protestants,  on  the  questions  of  religious 
toleration  and  the  right  of  suffrage. 

The  actual  power  possessed  by  the  people  was  in  many 
cases  very  small;  buf  each  colony,  having  a  colonial  legisla- 
ture modeled  upon  Parliament,  was  "rendered  familiar  with 
elections,  and  with  legislative  and  judicial  proceedings."  The 
forms  of  liberty  brought  the  reality,  and  trained  the  colonists 
to  the  exercise  of  independence. 

PARTY  NAMES  IN  COLONIAL  TIMES. 

In  the  earliest  era  of  colonization,  political  parties  con- 
tended on  American  soil.  Party  organizations  did  not  exist 
as  in  after  times;  but  the  peo])le  held  two  distinct  political 
opinions,  one  portion  favoring  kingly  prerogative  and  dis- 
trusting the  capacity  of  man  for  self-government ;  the  other 
portion  advocating  the  rights  of  the  people  and  confiding  in 
the  capacity  of  man  for  self-government.  The  former  divi- 
sion may  be  called  the  *^  court  party,"  the  latter  the  "  popular 
rights  {)arty ; "  names  suihciently  comprehensive  to  embrace 
all  that  is  included  under  them.  These  apj)ellations  are  ar- 
bitrary, being  selected  because  of  their  fitness  to  designate 
those  political  divisions  that  existed  for  a  time  without  a  name, 
and  in  different  sections  under  different  names.  Aft;er  the 
accession  of  William  and  Mary,  1688,  the  political  affairs  of 
England  absorbed  much  of  the  attention  of  the  Americums, 
and  the  party  names  of  whig  and  tory,  used  in    England, 
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came  into  vogiie  among  the  colouist5,  each  name  having  in 
America,  without  important  ^'a^iatioD,  the  signification  at- 
tached to  it  in  England. 

THE    COL'RT    PARTT, 

The  "  court  party"  is  a  tsrm  applied  to  those,  who,  adhering 
to  royalty,  favored  whatever  was  claimed  l>y  the  crown.  In 
some  colonies  it  was  called  the  aristocratic  or  royalist  party. 
It  was  synunyraous  with  the  name  torj',  while  that  party  ex- 
isted in  America.     (See  Plate  VI,) 

THE  POrULAR  RiaHTS  PARTY. 
In  all  the  provinces,  there  were  those  who  contended  in  the 
inlcrc.-t  of  tlic  oolonint^,  sind  antai^onized  whatever  aided  in 
suppressing  the  will  of  the  people.  Such  advocates  costitn- 
ted  what  may  be  called  a  popular  rights, party,  since  this  term 
includes  all  who  opposed  the  royalists.  The  supporters  of 
popular  rights  comprised  a  majority  of  the  colonists,  though 
in  early  colonial  times  their  potency  was  weakened  through 
coercion  and  a  need  of  leaders.  The  adherents  of  popular 
rights,  after  party  divisions  were  established,  were  known  in 
some  colonies  as  democrats,  in  others  as  republicans.  They 
constituted  the  "  people's  party,"  and  were  sometimes  classified 
as  the  "country  party."  Those  who  advocatetl  popular  rights 
opposed  external  authority,  and  favored  a  union  of  the  colo- 
nies with  allegiance  to  Great  Britain.     (Plate  VI.) 

POLITICAL  LINES  FIRST  DRAWN. 

In  the  province  of  New  York,  a  "man  of  the  people," 
named  Rip  Van  Dam,  was  acting  governor,  when  William 
Cosby,  the  royal  governor,  arrived  from  Englan{l.  They  soon 
quarreled,  each  having  his  supporters,  thus  causing  the  ap- 
pear^ce  of  two  violent  parties;  that  which  sup|H>rted  Van 
Dam  was  called  the  democratic  party,  while  that  which  &- 
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vorcd  the  royal  governor  was  called  the  aristocratic.  Each 
party  had  the  control  of  a  newspaper,  and  for  a  long  time 
there  was  violently  waged  a  war  of  words.  The  democratic 
paper  was  called  The  New  York  Weekly  Journal,  and  was  ed- 
ited by  John  Peter  Zenger ;  the  aristocratic  paper,  edited  by 
William  Bradford,  was  called  The  New  York  Grazette.  Be- 
ing unable  to  compete  w^ith  his  opponent,  the  royal  governor, 
in  1734,  ordered  the  arrest  of  Zenger  on  a  cliarge  of  libel. 
The  editor,  after  an  imprisonment  of  thirty-five  weeks,  was 
tried  by  a  jury,  and  acquitted  in  July  1735.  Zenger  was  de- 
fended by  Andrew  Hamilton  of  Philadelphia,  to  whom  the 
magistrates  of  New  York  City  presentetl  a  gold  box  "  as  a 
token  of  their  esteem  for  his  noble  advocacy  of  popular  rights." 
This  contest  marks  the  time  when  the  line  of  demarkation  be- 
tween democrats  and  royalists  was  distinctly  drawn.  Party 
strife  thus  defined  continued  with  prominence  till  the  treaty 
of  1783.  A  few  years  before  the  Revolution  the  democrats 
were  called  whigs,  and  the  royalists  tories.  In  colonial  times 
the  term  "democratic"  was  interchangeable  Avith  that  of 
"  republican."     Each  indicated  an  advocate  of  popular  rights. 

(Plate  VI.) 
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CHAPTER  II. 
NATIONAL  COLONIAL  POLITICS. 

1607—1776. 

POLITICAL  RELATIONS  OF  THE  COLONIES. 

While  the  colonies  were  separate  in  their  local  organiza- 
tions and  managed  their  internal  affairs  without  molesting 
one  another,  they  were  as  one  people  in  their  relation  to  the 
British  nation,  whose  authority,  vested  in  the  king  and  Parlia- 
ment, was  supreme.  In  this  relation  they  had  interests  in 
common  and  contended  for  them  with  a  united  zeal. 

POLITICAL  CLAIMS  OF  THE  COLONISTS. 

There  was  a  difference  of  opinion  between  the  colonists  and 
the  crown  as  to  how  far  Great  Britain  might  legitimately  ex- 
ercise her  authority  in  the  colonies.  This  occasioned  much 
discussion  and  formed  the  basis  of  the  political  differences 
between  the  colonies  ^nd  the  home  government.  So  great 
was  the  divergence  that  it  was  difficult  of  reconciliation.  The 
colonists  claimed  that  tliey  were  loyal  English  subjects  and 
willing  to  defend  the  person  and  territory  of  their  sovereign 
against  foreign  enemies  to  the  extent  of  their  ability;  that  by 
removing  to  America  they  lost  none  of  their  rights  as  Eng- 
lishmen, and  that  they  were  entitled  to  all  the  privileges  se- 
cured to  every  citizen  in  the  Magna  Charta  and  the  Bill  of 
Rights,  foremost  among  which  were  trial  by  jury  and  the  writ 
of  habeas  corpus ;  that  the  charters  which  they  obtained  from 
the  crown  were  civil  compacts  and  could  not  be  changed,  save 
by  mutual  consent ;  that  they  possessed  the  right  of  making 
their  own  laws  through  their  representatives  freely  chosen. 
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and  that  the  only  limitation  to  coloniat  legislation  wan  that 
their  cnactmentj§  (should  not  be  aiitagoiiiMtic  to  the  laws  of 
England ;  that  no  tax  shonld  be  im[H>eed  iii>ou  thcin  but  such  as 
they  freely  voted  in  their  local  a.ssenjbliee  to  levy  and  t-oUect; 
that  they  possessed  the  right  of  ultimate  judicial  derision  in 
all  cases  whatever,  and  that  apjieal  to  any  English  aiitliority 
was  not  legal ;  that  the  authority  of  Parliament  conKl  not  be 
recognized,  since  the  colonists  were  not  represented  in  that 
body ;  that  they  could  not  be  bound  by  laws  in  the  enactment 
of  which  they  had  no  voice ;  that  to  Parliament  was  granted 
the  reserved  right  of  geueral  legii^lation  and  of  inijrasing  du- 
ties lo  regulate  commerce,  but  its  right  to  supervise  internal 
interests  waa  denied. 

These  positions  were  not  held  by  every  colony  at  first,  but 
as  tlic  aggrc>>sion.s  of  Parliamt'iit  iucrcaM-d  the  .scnlimrnt.--  were 
adopted,  and  finally  advocated  by  all.  On  these  national  is- 
sues the  colonists  whosup|>orted  [>i>pular  rights,  planted  them- 
selves, and,  confident  of  right,  maintained  their  position  with 
an  ability  and  success  that  have  attracted  the  admiration  of 
the  world.  Neither  did  they  operate  without  antagonism  at 
homo.  The  court  party  conibatted  their  political  views  and 
supported  the  policy  and  measures  of  England. 

POUCY  OF  ENGLAND   TOWARD  THE   COLONIES. 

The  planting  of  English  colonies,  though  without  excep- 
tion the  result  of  private  enterprise,  was  generally  favored  by 
the  sovereigns  of  England.  James  I.,  wishing  to  open  a  field 
of  enterprise  for  adventurous  men  who  thronged  England 
after  the  long  war  with  Spain,  which  closed  in  1604,  readily 
granted,  for  purposes  of  colonization  and  trade,  the  vast  coun- 
try between  Halifax  and  Cajre  Fear.  Owv  the  colonies,  plant- 
ed in  this  territor\',  the  king  a.ssumcd  iurisdietion  uiid  main- 
tained that  they  were  the  pro[ierty  of  the  cr()wu,  and  not  sub- 
ject to  the  lagislatiou  of  Parliament.     Ailer  the  affairs  of  Yir- 
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ginia  grew  into  importance,  a  royal  interference  with  the  Lon- 
don  company  was  kept  up  till  the  corporation  dissolved. 

Charles  I.  did  not  preserve  a  uniform  course  of  action  to- 
ward his  subjects  in  America.  He  opposed  the  Virginians 
who  were  royalists,  endeavored  to  monopolize  the  profits  of 
their  industry,  attempted  to  deprive  them  of  many  rights, 
and  declared  that  a  "chartered  incorporation  was  totally  unfit 
to  manage  the  affairs  of  a  remote  colony.'^ 

In  opposition  to  this  policy,  he  favored  an  association  of 
Puritans  called  the  Massachusetts  Bay  Company,  granted  them 
a  charter  guaranteeing  political  rights  and  religious  freedom, 
and  assured  them  that  "he  would  maintain  their  privileges 
and  supply  whatever  else  might  contribute  to  their  comfort 
and  prosperity.''  With  greater  liberality,  he  granted  to  Lord 
Baltimore,  for  the  settlement  of  Maryland,  a  charter  confer- 
ring the  rights  of  freemen  upon  the  settlers,  exempting  them 
perpetually  from  royal  taxation,  and  empowering  them  to 
make  laws  with  the  approbation  of  a  majority.  A  wish  to 
rid  his  kingdom  of  political  and  religious  agitators  seemed  to 
have  been  the  object  of  the  king  in  opening  for  the  Puritans 
an  asylum  in  the  west.  When  they  became  permanently  es- 
tablished in  Massachusetts,  and  emigrants  to  their  colony  left 
England  in  great  numbers,  the  king  became  jealous  of  their 
success  and  influence,  and  began  royal  interference  to  weaken 
their  power  and  subvert  their  liberties.  In  1G33,  he  opposed 
emigration  of  the  Puritans,  and  on  two  occasions  afterward 
ships  'bound  for  New  England  were  prevented  from  sailing 
by  order  of  the  council.  An  attempt  to  deprive  Massachu- 
setts of  her  charter  was  defeated  by  difficulties  at  home,  which 
resulted  in  the  execution  of  the  king. 

During  the  civil  war  in  England,  the  colonies  were  not 
molested.  When  Parliament  assumed  the  reins  of  government, 
it  sent  a  squadron  to  reduce  to  obedience  the  colony  of  Vir- 
ginia, wliich  adhered  to  the  cause  of  Charles  II.,  a  fugitive  in 
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France.  It  demandpii  that  Mafisachusetlfl  give  iiji  lii-r  iliar- 
ter  and  retvivt  a  new  uau  in  tla-  iiamu  nf  Parliament.  This 
rcquiMtion  was  nuvcr  onforcfd.  To  |Hinish  Holland  for  not 
lorming  a  ciosK  conffderaov  with  England,  and  to  promote 
British  commerce.  Parliament  framed,  in  1(>5I,  Ihe  fiimons 
navigation  act,  wliich  prohibited  the  importation  into  Eng- 
land of  colonial  pitidnetsof  Ameriea,  Africa,  and  Asia,  except 
in  British  ships,  thrce-fonrths  of  wliow?  mariners  were  Eng- 
lishmen. This  law  was  the  beginning  of  that  commercial 
policy  which,  with  other  acts  of  oppression,  nltiinately  drove 
the  Americans  to  take  up  arms  in  the  cause  of  indeix-ndencG. 
During  the  Profwtorate,  this  act  was  not  fully  enforcetl  against 
the  colonists  by  Cromwell,  whose  administration  was  one  of 
l«Miicncy  toward  them. 

Charles  IF.  revived  tiie  commercial  policy  which  guided 
Parliament  during  the  Commonwealth.  The  American  colo- 
nies, no  more  coni^idered  the  property  of  the  crown,  were  re- 
garded as  portions  of  the  British  realm,  subject  to  the  legis- 
lation of  Parliament.  In  1660,  the  navigation  laws  were  re- 
raodelefl  so  as  to  make  England  the  only  market  for  impor- 
tant articles  produced  in  America.  At  the  same  time  Eng- 
land, Ireland,  and  Guernsey,  were  prohibited  from  cultivating 
tobacco,  in  order  to  grant  to  the  pi-ovinces  in  America  a  seem- 
ing monopoly  of  the  trade  in  that  plant.  The  countries 
thus  interdicted,  not  being  naturally  adapted  to  the  growth  of 
tobacco,  were  but  slightly  injured  by  the  law.  In  1663,  the  nav- 
igation acts  were  amended  so  as  to  require  the  colonies  to 
purchase  from  England  all  their  European  commodities.  In 
1672,  a  tax  was  imjwsed  on  articles  imported  from  onecolony 
to  another.  These  exactions  "  based  uiH>n  the  principle  that 
the  colonies  were  established  at  the  cost,  and  for  the  benefit 
of  the  mother  <'onntry,"  were  enacted  to  keep  the  Americans 
dependent  on  England. 

The  laws  were  generally  evaded  by  the  eoionists,and,  in  oi^, 
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der  to  enforce  them  in  Virginia,  vessels  were  sent  to  cruise 
along  the  coast,  and  forts  were  built  on  her  principal  rivers. 
In  1662,  the  King  required  of  Massachusetts  that  she  should 
grant  the  right  of  franchise  to  freeholders ;  that*worship  in 
the  church  of  England  should  be  tolerated ;  that  every  citizen 
.should  take  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  crown ;  and  that  the 
administration  of  justice  should  be  conducted  in  the  sover- 
eign's name.  The  colony  complied  only  with  the  last  of  these 
requisitions.  A  number  of  liberal  charters  was  obtained  from 
Charles  II.  That  granted  to  Penn  was  the  first  one  received 
from  an  English  sovereign  in  which  the  authority  of  Parlia- 
ment was  recognized. 

The  policy  of  this  monarch  was  pursued  by  James  II.  An 
attempt  was  made  in  1685,  to  unite  under  one  government  the 
American  colonies  from  Delaware  to  Maine.  Edmond  An- 
dros,  having  been  made  governor-general  of  New  England, 
and  having  subverted  the  liberties  of  the  people,  extended  his 
authority  over  New  York  and  New  Jersey.  In  1689,  the  ty- 
rant was  arrested  in  Massachusetts  and  sent  to  England.  This 
ended,  in  America,  the  despotism  of  the  Stuarts. 

William  III.  did  not  encroach  upon  the  rights  of  his  sub- 
jects, nor  did  he  surrender  to  them  any  prerogative  which  le- 
gally belonged  to  himself.  During  his  reign,  the  ccjonies  re- 
tained their  political  privileges, and  the  governments  received 
greater  permanency.  The  English  Revolution  marked  the 
close  of  excessive  roval  interference  with  the  American  colo- 
nies  and  the  beginning  of  a  uniform  policy  ;  but  the  idea  that 
the  colonies  were  dependent  was  not  abandoned. 

In  1719,  the  House  of  Commons  enacted  "that  erecting 
anv  manufactories  in  the  colonies  tends  to  lessen  their  de- 
pendence  ujwn  Great  Britain." 

In  1732,  Parliament  prohibited  both  the  transj)ortation  of  ' 
woolen  goods  from  one  colony  to  another,  and  a  hatter  from 
having  more  than  two  apprentices.     The  following  year  a  duty 
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was  imposed  on  the  importation  of  molosseR,  fugar,  aoil  rum. 
This  was  called  the  "sugar  act." 

In  1 7'SO,  tiifi  English  Government  enacted  a  law  pruhibit- 
ing  the  manufacture  of  iron  and  steel  in  the  colonies. 

After  the  French  war,  Lord  Chatham  declared  that  "the 
British  colonies  of  North  America  had  no  right  tu  manufac- 
ture even  a  nail  for  a  horseshoe,"  The  policy  of  England 
was  in  opposition  to  the  political  views  of  a  majority  of  the 
colonists. 

lu  the  reign  of  George  III.  an  oppressive  system  of  taxa- 
tion was  inaugurated  by  the  ministry,  and  [>ersisted  in  until 
the  colonies  were  driven  to  an  open  resistance  which  devel- 
oped into  the  American  Revolution. 

DECLARATIVE  RESOLVES. 

In  the  House  of  Commons  the  celebrated  Declarative  Re- 
solves were  presented  in  1764.  These  resolutions  announced 
the  intention  of  the  English  government  to  raise  a  revenue 
in  the  colonies  by  a  stamp  fa.\.  The  subject  was  left  open 
for  consideration  almost  a  year,  during  which  time  "the  col- 
onists watched  with  anxiety  the  growth  of  this  new  germ  of 
oppression,"  and  gave  the  proposed  measure  their  almost  uni- 
versal opposition. 

THE  STAMP  ACT. 

The  wishes  of  the  colonies  were  set  at  naught  by  Parlia- 
ment, and  in  the  spring  of  1 765  there  was  passed  the  famous 
Stamp  Act,  which  provided  that  all  writings  were  null  and 
void,  unless  executed  on  j>ai>er  bearing  a  .stamp,  the  cost  of 
which  was  from  three  pence  to  four  pounds.  The  intelligence 
«f  this  act  produced  intense  indignation  in  America,  and  the 
wicked  scheme  was  vehemently  denounced  by  the  press,  the 
pulpit,  and  the  people.  Associationtiof  Sons  of  Liberty  in 
all  the  colonies  put  forth  their  energies  in  defense  of  Ameri- 
can freedom.     Stamps  were  seized  on  their  arrival  and  con- 
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cealed  or  destroyed.  Under  the  lead  of  the  fearless  Henry, 
resolutions  denying  the  right  of  England  to  tax  the  colonies 
without  their  consent,  were  immediately  introduced  in  the 
Virginia  House  of  Burgesses  and  triumphantly  passed.  In 
October,  1765,  all  the  colonies,  except  New  Hampshire,  met 
by  delegates  in  convention  at  New  York  to  consult  on  meas- 
ures of  relief.  A  declaration  of  rights  and  grievances  was 
prepared,  asserting  that  the  colonists  were  entitled  to  all  the 
rights  of  natural  born  subjects  within  the  kingdom  of  Eng- 
land ;  that  taxes  could  not  be  imposed  upon  Englishmen  with- 
out their  consent;  that  the  right  of  trial  by  jury  was  a  right 
of  the  colonists ;  that  the  Stamp  Act,  and  all  other  acts  ex- 
tending the  jurisdiction  of  the  Court  of  Admiralty  beyond  its 
ancient  limits,  were  subversive  of  the  rights  and  liberties  of 
the  colonies ;  and  that  it  was  the  province  of  the  colonists  to 
petition  the  king  on  all  grievances  whatsoever. 

The  action  of  the  convention  was  disregarded  by  the  crown, 
and  the  Stamp  Act  went  into  effect  on  the  first  of  November, 
1765 ;  but  stamp  distributors  had  been  insulted  and  despised, 
and  no  officials  were  found  with  sufficient  (*ourage  to  enforce 
the  law.  Merchants  entered  into  agreements  that  they  would 
import  no  goods  from  England  while  the  odious  act  remained 
in  force.  From  all  classes  in  America  a  respectful,  but  firm, 
protest  went  to  the  ears  of  the  British  ministry.  The  deter- 
mination of  the  people  could  not  be  mistaken.  It  was  ap- 
parent that  the  law  could  not  be  enforced,  save  by  an  appeal 
to  arms,  and  to  "this  extremity  the  British  government  was 
not  prepared  to  go."  While  the  events  of  opposition  were 
in  progress,  a  change  occurred  in  the  ministry,  and  the  Stamp 
Act  was  repealed. 

THE    DEC^LARATORY    A(rr. 

William  Pitt,  doubting  the  advisability  of  repealing  the 
Stamp  Act  without  some  concessions,  had  appended  to  it  an 
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a<;t  which  declared  thiit  Parllameiit  possessed  thp  jiower  "to 
bind  the  colonics  in  nil  ciises  whatsoever,"  This  forced  the 
colonistn  to  accept  a  position  inferior  to  that  of  regular  Brit- 
ish subjects,  or  to  stand  out  in  opposition  to  the  uuequlvocal 
declaration  of  Farliament. 

DECLARATION  AND  RKSOLVESOPTHECONTIXKNTALCONGREHa, 
OCTOUER  14,1774, 

The  holdncNi  of  the  Amerifjin  people  in  exhibiting  their  io- 
dignation  served  to  irritate  their  oppreasors.  Coercive  meas- 
ures towards  the  Americans  were  formed  by  many  of  the  com- 
mon)^, the  whole  bench  of  bishops,  and  a  large  jwrtion  of  the 
House  of  Lords.  These,  not  donbting  the  power  of  Parliament 
to  legislate  for  the  colonies,  urged  the  ministry  to  adopt  new 
s<-honi(;s  ii)r  roplcniahin^  tlu'  Kiiglisli  trpa.-<iiry  from  the  re- 
sources of  the  colonies,  and  to  employ  arms  for  their  enforce- 
ment, if  such  should  he  necessary.  Oppressive  legislation 
and  coercive  measures  soon  followed,  and  were  continued 
from  year  to  year,  growing  more  unbearable  as  each  new  fea- 
ture appeared,  and  meeting  with  a  resistance  that  could  not 
be  appeased.  Thespiritof  opposition grewinstreugth, spread- 
ing its  flames  throughout  the  colonies.  The  colonial  legisla- 
tures approved  and  reflected  the  spirit  of  the  people.  Bold 
men  led  the  way,  "while  the  timid  followed,  though  some- 
times with  hesitating  steps,"  The  more  daring  called  for  a 
congress  of  representatives  of  all  the  colonies  to  decide  upon 
the  measures  most  suitable  for  the  occasion.  The  delegates, 
having  been  chosen  in  June,  July,  and  August,  assembled  in 
Carpenter's  Hall,  Philadelphia,  on  the  5th  of  September,  1774. 
This  body  was  called  the  First  Continental  Congress,  to  dis- 
tinguish it  from  the  two  colonial  congressesalready  held,  one 
in  Albany,  1754,  the  other  in  New  York,  1765. 

This  congress  continued  in  session  until  the  26th  of  Octo- 
ber.  Its  proceedings  exerted  a  most  im]>ortant  influence  upon 
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the  public  mind,  and  did  much  to  produce  the  great  events 
which  followed.  It  recommended  that  the  colonies  should 
not  import  from  England,  or  purchase  merchandise  coming 
thence,  or  export  thither  their  colonial  productions.  This  con- 
stituted a  practical  non-intercourse  between  the  provinces  and 
the  parent  country,  which  was  to  a  great  extent  carried  into 
effect.  This  congress  on  the  14th  of  October,  1774,  passed  a 
declaration  and  resolves,  which  are  of  but  little  less  import- 
ance than  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  and  form  much 
of  the  basis  upon  which  the  latter  rests.  This  highly  important 
document  is  given  in  full  at  the  close  of  this  chapter.  The  instru- 
ment shows  the  swelling  germs  of  the  Declaration  of  Independ- 
ence, and  the  temper  of  those  active,  fearless,  and  high-toned 
men  who  led  the  way  to  permanent  separation  from  the  parent 
country.  In  addition  to  the  Bill  of  Rights,  this  congress,  ably 
setting  forth  their  rights  and  grievances,  prepared  a  petition 
to  the  King,  an  address  to  the  people  of  Great  Britain,  an- 
other to  the  several  Anglo-American  colonies,  and  another  to 
the  inhabitants  of  Quebec.  Measures  for  future  action  were 
matured,  and  met  with  the  general  approbation  of  the  Amer- 
ican people.  The  signal  abiKty  and  wisdom  of  Congress  drew 
these  words  from  the  Earl  of  Chatham  in  the  House  of  Lords : 
^^  I  must  declare  and  avow,  that  for  solidity  of  reasoning,  force 
of  sagacity,  and  wisdom  of  conclusion,  under  such  a  compli- 
cation of  circumstances,  no  nation  or  bodv  of  men  can  stand 
in  preference  to  the  general  congress  at  Philadelphia." 

The  proceedings  of  this  congress  manifested  decorum,  firm- 
ness, moderation,  and  loyalty,  the  delegates  hoping  that  their 
action  would  secure  the  desired  redress  of  grievances ;  but  pre- 
paring for  emergencies,  they  resolved  to  adjourn  and  meet  at 
the  same  place  on  the  10th  of  May,  1775. 

BEGINNING    OF   HOSTILITIES. 

Soon  after  Congress  adjourned,  Parliament  assembled  and, 
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S|)iiriiiDg  ail  overtuR's  for  udjitstnifnt  of  cUfficiiIties,  gave  evi- 
<)i.-iioe  that  the  colouius  eoiiUi  have  but  faint  hoi>ei:i  of  recon- 
oiliation.  The  Americans,  preparing  for  the  last  resort,  be- 
gan the  manufacture  of  arms  and  ammunition,  and  collfctcd 
implemente  of  war  mid  stored  them  for  uae.  In  attempting 
Ui  destroy  these  supplies,  the  British  sent  a  detachment  to 
Lexington  in  April,  1775,  which,  coming  in  contact  with  the 
local  militia,  killed  eight  of  them,  and  dcKtroycd  a  portion  of 
the  stores  at  that  place.  The  English  force  continued  their 
march,  and,  after  destroying  supplies  at  Concoi-d,  reti-eated  to 
Boston,  haviug  reached  the  place  with  extreme  difficulty. 
This  city  was  immediately  besieged  by  the  Americans,  and 
the  issue  between  them  and  England  was  fairly  made.  "  There 
was  no  retreat  for  the  colonies  but  in  submission  aud  servi- 
tude. 

DECLARATION  OF   INDEPENDENCE. 

Before  the  time  arrived  for  the  second  meeting  of  the  Con- 
tinental Congress,  blood  had  been  shed  at  Lexington,  and  the 
colonies  had  arisen  in  arms  to  resist  the  unlawful  proceedings 
of  the  British  government.  Congress,  firm  in  resisting  op- 
pression, passed  bold  and  fearless  resolvew,  which  were  reit- 
erated in  everj'  city  and  village  in  the  colonies.  This  legis- 
lative assembly  commenced  to  prepare  for  resisting  British 
power  at  every  hazard.  Master  literary  productions  rang 
their  clarion  notes  in  favor  of  liberty  and  indei^ndence,  spur- 
ring on  the  bold  and  arousing  the  indifferent.  A  work  enti- 
tled "Common  Sense"  was  said  to  have  severed  the  lant  link 
of  the  chain  that  bound  the  colonies  to  the  mother  country. 
Congress  provided  for  raising  and  equipping  armies  and  pre- 
paring them  for  active  operations.  Washington  was  appoint- 
ed eominander-in-chief,  and  a  treasury  department  was  estab- 
lished. A  fund  was  provided  by  the  issue  of  bills  of  credit. 
All  legislation  of  Congress  tended  at  first  ouly  to  a  redress 
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of  grievances,  and  for  this  purpose  only,  was  open  resistance 
undertaken  by  the  colonies.  In  the  minds  of  the  more 
thoughtful  men,  however,  the  battle  of  Lexington  rendered 
reconciliation  and  harmony  impossible.  This  opinion  was 
gradually  accepted  by  the  colonists,  and  when  the  time  for 
separation  came,  their  minds  were  prepared  for  the  change. 

The  wisdom  of  Congress  was  manifested  by  the  manner  in 
which  it  presented  to  the  world  the  reasons  of  the  colonies 
for  separating  from  Great  Britain,  the  representatives  pro- 
ceeding in  the  hope  that  their  action  would  meet  with  the 
approbation  of  future  generations.  To  secure  this  object, 
they  proceeded  with  prudence  and  careful  deliberation.  On 
the  7th  of  June,  Riclwtrd  Henry  Lee,  of  Virginia,  moved  in 
Congress  the  declaration  in  these  words : 

"  Resolved,  That  these  United  Colonies  are,  and  of  right 
ought  to  be,  free  and  independent  states ;  that  they  are  ab- 
solved from  all  allegiance  to  the  British  crown,  and  that  all 
political  connection  between  them  and  the  state  of  Great 
Britain  is,  and  ought  to  be,  totally  dissolved." 

This  resolution  at  first  did  not  meet  with  general  favor  in 
Congress.  Many,  hoping  for  reconciliation,  thought  it  pre- 
mature, and  some  timid  ones  were  trembling  while  standing 
near  the  verge  of  high  treason.  After  a  discussion  of  three 
days,  further  consideration  of  the  subject  was  jK>stponed  till 
the  first  of  July.  On  the  11th  of  June,  however,  Congress 
appointed  a  committee  to  draw  up  a  declaration  in  accord- 
ance with  the  resolution.  Thomas  Jefferson,  of  Virginia, 
was  chosen  chairman  of  the  committee,  and  to  him  was  as- 
signed the  task  of  preparing  the  declaration.  The  other 
members  of  the  committee  were,  John  Adams,  of  Massachu- 
setts ;  Benjamin  Franklin,  of  Pennsylvania  ;  Roger  Sherman, 
of  Connecticut ;  and  Robert  R.  Livingston,  of  New  York. 
The  declaration  was  submitted  to  Couirross,  debated  two  davs, 
and  adopted  on  the  4th  of  July,  177(>.    The  adoption  of  this 
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dorumcut  formally  separated  the  colonics  from  Great  Eritaiu. 
Tlie  i  Hilt  rum  en  t  was  signed  by  forty-eight  true-hearted  patri- 
ctx,  and  \v&s  read  to  the  army,  at  public  meetings,  in  all  leg- 
islative halls  of  the  country;  aud  met  with  the  warmest  bi>- 
pro\'al  throughout  the  laud.  The  Declaration  gives  at  length 
t^  causes  of  se|>aratiou,  aud  sets  forth  the  principles  upon 
which  the  American  Republic  was  fouudcd. 

REVOLUTIONARY  PARTIES. 
The  terms  "  whig  "  and  "  tory  "  were  the  names  of  the  two 
great  pfditical  parties  in  England  at  the  time  when  difficul- 
ties between  the  colonies  and  the  erowu  began  to  assume  a 
serious  nature.  The  whigs  opposed  royalty,  while  the  tories 
supported  it.  About  the  year  1772,  the  name  "whig"  misap- 
plied to  those  who  suppoi-tcd  the  cause  of  the  cohmist=,  and 
"tory"  to  those  who  advocated  the  |x>sition  taken  by  England. 
The  former  was  a  continuation  of  the  [mpular  rights  jMirty ; 
the  latter  of  the  court  party.  (Plate  VI.)  For  the  first  fif- 
teen months  of  hostilities,  the  line  of  difference  between  the 
parties  was  drawn  by  the  terms  on  which  the  connection  of 
the  colonies  with  England  should  continue.  The  whigs 
wished  to  remain  colonists  on  condition  that  their  rights 
would  be  guaranteed  to  them ;  the  tories  were  willing  to 
thus  remain  without  such  guarantee. 
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DECLARATION    AND   RESOLVES   OP    THE   CONTINENTAL   CON- 
GRESS,  OCTOBER    14,    1774. 

Whereas,  Since  the  close  of  the  last  war,  the  British  Parliament,  claim- 
ing a  power  of  right  to  bind  the  people  of  America,  by  statutes  in  all  cases 
whatsoever,  hath,  in  some  acts,  expressly  imposed  taxes  on  them,  and  in 
others,  under  various  pretenses,  but  in  fact  for  the  purjwse  of  raising  rev- 
enue, hath  imposed  rates  and  duties  payable  in  these  colonies;  established 
a  board  of  commissioners  with  unconstitutional  powers;  and  extended  the 
jurisdiction  of  courts  of  admiralty  not  only  for  collecting  said  duties,  but 
for  the  trial  of  causes  merely  arising  within  the  body  of  a  country  ; 

And  whereas,  In  consequence  of  other  statutes,  judges,  who  only  be- 
fore held  estates  at  will  in  their  offices,  have  been  made  dependent  upon 
the  crown  alone  for  their  salaries,  and  standing  armies  kept  in  times  of 
peace; 

And  whereas.  It  has  been  lately  resolved  in  Parliament,  that  by  force 
of  a  statute  made  in  the  thirty-fifth  year  of  the  reign  of  Henry  the  Eighth, 
colonists  may  be  transported  to  England,  and  tried  there  upon  accusations 
for  treasons  committed  in  the  colonics,  and  by  a  late  statute  such  trials 
have  been  directed  in  cases  therein  mentione<l ; 

And  whereas,  In  the  last  session  of  Parliament  three  statutes  were 
made — one  entitled,  An  act  to  discontinue,  in  such  manner  and  for  such 
time  as  are  therein  mentioned,  the  landing  and  discharging,  loading  or 
shipping  of  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  at  the  town  and  within  the 
harbor  of  B<jston,  in  the  province  of  Massachusetts  Bay,  in  North  Amer- 
ica; and  another  entitled,  An  act  for  the  better  regulating  the  government 
of  the  province  of  Massachusetts  Bay,  in  New  En<^lniid  ;  and  another  en- 
titled. An  act  for  the  impartial  administration  of  justice  in  the  cases  of 
persons  qut»stioned  for  any  act  done  by  them  in  the  execution  of  tlie  law, 
or  for  tiie  suppression  of  riots  and  tumults  in  the  province  of  Massachu- 
setts Bay,  in  New  England;  ami  another  statute  was  tiion  made  for  mak- 
ing more  eflectual  provisions  for  the  government  of  tiie  ju-ovince  of  Que- 
bec, etc.  All  which  statutes  are  impolitic,  unjust,  and  cruel,  as  well  as 
unconstitutional  and  most  dangerous,  and  destructive  of  American  rights. 

And  whereas,  Assemblies  have  been  frequently  dissolved,  contrary 
to  the  rights  of  the  people,  when  they  attempted  to  deliberate  on  griev- 
ances; and  their  dutiful,  humble,  loyal,  and  reasonable  petition,  to  the 
crown  for  redress,  have  been  repeatetlly  treated  by  contempt  by  his  majes- 
ty's ministers  of  state; 

The  good  people  of  the  several  colonies  of  New  Ham])shire,  Massachu- 
setts Bay,  Rhode  Island,  an«l  Providence  Plantations,  Connecticut,  New 
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York,  New  Jenc^,  PeDnaylvania,  New  Castle,  Kent  nnd  Sussex  on  Dela- 
wmre,  Marvland,  Vi^nu,  North  CaroUnu  and  South  Carolina,  justly 
alarmed  at  th<9<>  arbitrary  proceedings  of  Parliament  and  administration, 
hate  severally  elected,  consitiiutcd,  and  appointed  dt^putie*  to  meet  and 
liit  ia  Ueneral  C«ngre«t,  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  in  order  to  obtain 
such  establishment  as  that  their  religion,  laws,  and  liberties  mny  not  be 
Kubrert^.  ^Vhereuiwn  the  deputies  bo  appointed,  beinR  now  asuemhled, 
in  a  full  and  free  representation  oE  these  colonies,  taking  into  their  most 
terioua  consideration  the  bett  means  of  atlaining  the  ends  uforceaid,  do, 
in  the  (icBt  place  as  Englishmen,  their  ancestors,  in  like  cases  have  iK^unlly 
done,  for  eHecting  and  vindicating  their  rights  and  liberties.  Declare: 
That  the  inhabitarls  of  the  English  colonies  in  North  America,  by  the 
iniinuliible  laws  of  nature,  the  principles  of  the  English  constitution,  and 
the  several  charters  or  compacts,  have  the  following  rights : 

BetUnd,  1.  That  they  are  entitled  to  life,  liberty,  and  property,  and 
they  have  never  ceded  to  any  sovereign  pnwer  whatever  a  riglil  to  dispose 
uf  pilher  without  their  consent. 

Reaotctd,  2.   Thi 
the  time  of  their  emigrati 
rights,  liberties,  and 
the  realm  of  England. 

Earited.Z.  That  by  such  emigration  they  by  no  means  forfeited,  sur- 
rendered, or  lost  any  of  those  rights,  but  that  they  were,  and  their  de- 
scendants now  are,  entitled  to  the  exercise  and  enjoyment  oE  all  such  of 
them  as  their  local  and  other  circumstances  enable  thi 


who  first  settled  these  colonies  were,  at 

from  the  mother  country,  entitled  to  all  the 

of  free  and  natural-bom  subjects,  within 


enjoy. 

Eaolred,  4.  That  the  foundation  of  English  liberty,  and  of  all  free  gov- 
ernment, is  a  right  in  the  people  to  participate  in  their  legislative  coun- 
cil; and  as  the  English  colonies  arc  not  represented,  and  from  their  local 
and  other  circumstances,  can  not  properly  be  represented,  in  the  British 
Parliament,  they  are  entitled  to  a  free  and  exclusive  power  of  legislation 
in  their  several  provincial  legislatures,  where  their  right  of  representation 
can  alone  be  preserved,  in  all  cases  of  taxation  and  internal  polity,  sub- 
ject only  to  the  negative  of  their  sovereign,  in  such  manner  as  has  hereto- 
fore been  used  and  accustomed.  But,  from  the  necessity  of  the  case,  and 
a  regard  to  the  mutual  interest  of  both  countries,  wc  cheerfully  consent  to 
the  operation  of  such  acts  of  the  British  Parliament  as  are  bma  fide  re- 
strained to  the  regulation  of  our  external  commerce,  for  the  purpose  of 
securing  the  commercial  advantages  of  the  whole  empire  to  the  mother 
country,  and  the  commercial  benefits  of  its  respective  members ;  excluding 
every  idea  of  taxation,  internal  or  external,  for  raising  a  revenue  on  the 
subjects  in  America  without  their  consent. 
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Besoivedf  5.  That  the  respective  colonies  are  entitled  to  the  common  law 
of  England,  and  more  especially  to  the  great  and  inestimable  privilege  of 
being  tried  by  their  peers  of  the  vicinage  according  to  the  course  of  that 
law. 

Besolvedy  6.  That  thej  are  entitled  to  the  benefit  of  such  English  statutes 
as  existed  at  the  time  of  their  colonization,  and  which  they  have,  by  ex- 
perience, respectively  found  to  be  applicable  to  their  several  local  and  other 
circumstances. 

Besolvedy  7.  That  these,  his  majesty's  colonies,  are  likewise  entitled  to 
all  the  immunities  and  privileges  granted  and  confirmed  to  them  by  royal 
charters,  or  secured  by  their  several  codes  of  provincial  laws. 

Besolvedy  8,  That  they  have  a  right  peaceably  to  assemble,  consider  their 
grievances,  and  petition  the  king;  and  that  ^11  prosecutions,  prohibitory 
proclamations,  and  commitments  for  the  same,  are  illegal. 

Besolvedy  9.  That  the  keeping  a  standing  army  in  the  colonies,  in  times 
of  peace,  without  the  consent  of  the  legislature  of  that  colony  in  which  the 
army  is  kept,  is  against  law. 

Besolvedy  10.  It  is  indispensably  necessary  to  good  government,  and  ren- 
dered essential  by  the  English  constitution,  that  the  constituent  branches 
of  the  legislature  be  independent  of  each  other;  that,  therefore,  the  exer- 
cise of  legislative  power  in  several  colonies,  by  a  council  appointed  during 
the  pleasure  of  the  crown,  is  unconstitutional,  dangerous,  and  destructive 
to  the  freedom  of  American  legislation. 

All,  and  each  of  which,  the  aforesaid  deputies,  in  behalf  of  themselves 
and  their  constituents,  do  claim,  demand,  and  insist  on,  as  their  indubi- 
table rights  and  liberties,  which  can  not  be  legally  taken  from  them,  altered 
or  abridged  by  any  power  whatever,  without  their  own  consent,  by  their 
representatives  in  their  several  provincial  legislatures. 

In  the  course  of  our  inquiry,  we  find  many  infringements  and  violations 
of  the  foregoing  rights,  which,  from  an  ardent  desire  that  harmony  and 
mutual  intercourse  of  affection  and  interest  may  be  restored,  we  pass  over 
for  the  present,  and  proceed  to  state  such  acts  and  measures  as  have  been 
adopted  since  the  last  war,  which  demonstrate  a  system  formed  to  enslave 
America. 

Besolvedy  That  the  following  acts  of  Parliament  are  infringements  and 
violations  of  the  rights  of  the  colonists,  and  that  the  repeal  of  them  is 
essentially  necessary  in  order  to  restore  harmony  between  Great  Britain 
and  the  American  colonies,  namely : 

The  several  acts  of  4  Geo.  III.,  ch.  15  and  ch.  34;  5  Geo.  III.,  ch.  25; 
6  Geo.  III.,  ch.  52;  7  Geo.  III.,  ch.  41  and  ch.  4G;  8  Geo.  III.,  ch.  22, 
which  impose  duties  for  the  purpose  of  raising?  a  revenue  in  America,  ex- 
tend the  power  of  the  admiralty  courts  beyond  their  ancient  limits,  de- 
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Rctahfd,  5.  That  the  respective  colonies  arc  entitled  to  the  common  law 
of  Englnnd,  and  more  especinllj  to  the  great  and  inestimable  privilege  of 
being  tried  by  their  peers  of  the  vicinage  according  to  the  course  of  that 

Rfsoiivd,  6.  Tliat  they  are  entitled  to  the  benefit  of  such  English  statute! 
as  existed  at  the  lime  of  their  colonization,  and  wliich  Ihey  have,  by  ex- 
perience, respectively  found  to  be  applicable  to  their  several  local  and  other 
circiiJiiEitnnces. 

Re*<irfd,  7.  That  these,  his  tnajcatj's  colonies,  are  likewise  entitled  to 
all  the  immunities  und  privileges  granted  and  confirmed  to  them  by  royal 
clmrlers,  or  secured  by  tlieir  several  codes  of  provincial  laws. 

Re&o)ixd,  8.  That  they  have  a  right  peaceably  to  assemble,  consider  their 
grievances,  and  petition  the  king;  and  [liat  ^11  prosecutions,  prohibitory 
proclamations,  and  commitments  for  the  same,  are  illegal. 

BetiUt^,  9.  That  the  keeping  a  standing  army  in  the  colonies,  in  timca 
of  |)eacc,  without  the  consent  of  the  legislature  of  that  colon;  in  which  the 
urmy  is  kept,  is  against  law. 

Eaolnil,  10.  It  is  indispensably  necessary  to  good govemmetit,  and  nn- 
dered  essential  by  the  English  coiistitmiun,  Ihat  the  i-iinslituent  branches 
of  the  legislature  be  independent  of  each  other ;  that,  therefore,  tlie  eicr- 
cise  of  legislative  jiower  in  several  colonies,  by  acouneil  appointed  during: 
the  pleasure  of  Ibe  crown,  is  unconstitutional,  dangerous,  and  destntCtiv*; 
to  the  freedom  of  American  legislat 

Ail,  and  each  of  which,  the  aforesaid  depniies,  in  behalf  of  thetmelvH 
and  their  constituents,  do  claita,  demand,  and  insist  on,  us  their  indl 
table  rights  and  liiierties,  which  can  not  be  legally  Ukaii  from  theia,  alU 
or  abridged  by  any  power  whatever,  without  their  own  consent,  by  tl 
representatives  in  their  several  provincial  iGgislaturee. 

In  the  course  of  our  inquiry,  we  Rati  many  infringeni«at><  nnd  dolllUoRl 
of  the  foregoing  rights,  whicli,  from  nn  ardent  dmirc  thM  harmwj'.IB 
mutual  intercourse  of  afleclion  and  interest  may  i»  r««tor«d,  t 
for  the  present,  and  proceed  to  ^iiitc  such  acts  ni 
adopted  since  the  last  war,  which  demonstrate  a 
America. 

Rftnfivd,   That  tlie  following  nets  of  Parliament  a 
violuIiiiuH  of  llie  rights  of  theralonii^l 
essentially  necessary  in  order  to  re»to 
and  the  .\raerican  colonies,  namely : 

The  several  acta  of  4  Gea  III.,  cli.  ' 
6  Geo.  III.,  ch.  52 ;  7  Geo.  III.,  eh. 
which  impose  duties  for  the^l^xw 
lend  the  power  of   the  admiralty  0 
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fnive  Ibe  AmericiLn  subjerl  of  Irial  bv  jury,  nutlinrite  the  judge's  certi6- 
caie  to  iDdcniiiifj  the  prnsecnlor  from  damages  that  be  might  otberwiiie  be 
liable  to,  requiring  oppressive  security  from  a  claimant  of  ships  niul  gooiU 
wiEed,  before  lie  nhall  be  alloved  to  defend  his  properly,  and  are  eubver- 
sive  of  Amerioan  rights. 

Also,  12  Geo.  III.,  ch.  24,  entitled,  An  act  for  (he  better  HecimnK  his 
mnjeaty's  dock-yanls,  mHgazine»,  ships,  nmmunilinn,  and  Btorcs,  which  de-  . 
Glares  a  new  offense  in  Americn,  and  <ieptives  Ihe  American  siibjecl  of  a 
constitutional  trial  by  a  jnry  of  the  vicinage,  by  authorizing  the  trial  of 
*ny  person  charged  wllh  committing  any  ofl'ense  described  in  said  act, 
out  of  Ihe  realm,  to  be  indictiid  and  tried  for  the  same  in  any  shir«  or 
county  within  the  realm. 

Also,  the  three  acts  passed  at  the  last  session  of  Parliament,  for  stopping 
the  port  and  blocking  up  llie  harbor  of  Boston,  for  altering  the  charter 
«nd  government  of  Massachusetts  Bay,  and  that  which  is  entitled,  An  act 
for  the  better  administration  of  justice,  etc.  Also  the  &ct  passed  at  the 
same  se^i^ion  for  osUhlii-hing  the  Roman  Catholic  religion  in  the  province 
of  Quebec,  abolishing  Ihe  equitable  »yslem  of  Engliuh  laws,  and  erecting 
8  tyranny  there,  to  the  great  danger  (from  so  total  a  dissimilarity  of  re- 
ligion, law,  and  government)  of  the  neighboring  British  colonies,  by  the 
assistance  of  whose  blood  and  treasure  the  said  country  was  conquered 
from  France.  Also  tlie  act,  passed  at  the  same  session,  for  the  better  pro- 
viditig  Ruitable  quarters  for  officers  and  soldiers  in  his  majesty's  service  in 
2fortk  America.  Also,  lliat  the  keeping  a  ijtanding  army  in  several  of  the 
colonies,  in  time  of  peace,  without  the  consent  of  the  legislature  of  that 
colony  In  which  such  army  is  kept,  is  against  law. 

To  these  grievous  acts  and  measures  Americans  can  not  submit;  but  in 
hopes  their  fellow-subjects  in  Great  Britain  will,  on  a  revision  of  them, 
restore  us  to  that  state  in  which  both  countries  found  happiness  and  pros- 
perity, we  have,  for  the  present,  only  resolved  to  pursue  the  following 
peaceable  measures : 

1.  To  enter  into  a  non-importation,  non-consumption,  and  non-eiporta- 
tion  agreement  or  association. 

2.  To  prepare  an  address  to  the  people  of  Great  Britain,  and  a  memorial 
to  the  inhabitants  of  British  America. 

3.  To  prepare  a  loyal  address  to  his  n:>ajcsty,  agreeable  to  the  resolutions 
already  entered  into. 
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CHAPTER  III. 
REVOLUTIONARY  POLITICS. 

STATE  GOVERNMENTS   DURING  THE   REVOLUTION. 

At  the  outbreak  of  the  Revolution  the  colonies  formed  pro- 
visional governments  or  disobeyed  existing  authorities  when 
in  conflict  with  the  wishes  of  the  Americans.  Bv  the  Dec- 
laration  of  Independence  the  colonies  became  states,  and  each 
established  a  government  of  its  own,  the  fundamental  law 
being  a  charter  previously  obtained  from  the  crown  or  a  con- 
stitution supplanting  it.  Some  of  the  charters  were  very 
liberal,  and  satisfied  the  wishes  of  the  people  long  after  the 
Declaration  of  Independence ;  but  the  majority  of  the  colo- 
nies discarded  their  charters  and  adopted  constitutions.  South 
Carolina  adopted  her  first  constitution  in  1775,  a  year  before 
the  Declaration  of  Independence.  New  Hampshire,  declaring 
herself  free  from  Massachusetts,  established  a  temporary  gov- 
ernment in  1776,  under  which  she  acted  until  1784,  when  she 
adopted  her  first  constitution.  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania, 
Delaware,  Maiyland,  Virginia,  and  North  Carolina  adopted 
their  constitutions  in  1776,  in  accordance  with  the  recom- 
mendation of  Congress.  New  York  declared  herself  inde- 
pendent of  England  in  May,  1776,  and  adopted  a  constitution 
the  following  year.  Connecticut  continued  to  act  under  her 
charter  till  1818,  at  which  .date  she  adopted  her  first  consti- 
tution. The  charter  of  Rhode  Island  was  not  supplanted  by 
a  constitution  till  1842. 

Under  these  charters  and  constitutions  each  colony  acted 
in  an  independent  capacity  till  the  adoption  of  the  Articles 
of  Confederation,  when  certain  modifications  were  made. 
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At  the  ailuptiou  of  the  Dcolamtiou  uf  liKlcpGudence,  eaeh 
state  being  supreme  within  its  limits,  aud  haviug  no  superior 
to  which  it  was  accountable,  had,  save  where  there  was  re- 
straint by  the  provisions  of  its  constitution,  as  ample  powers 
as  any  government  of  Europe,  There  was  no  power  that 
could  veto  or  annul  the  aet^  of  a  state.  These  attributes 
rendered  every  state  essentially  sovereign. 
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The  independence  of  the  colonies  did  not  prevent  them 
from  acting  in  concert.  Danger  required  unity  of  action,  and 
a  central  authority  \ras  necessary  for  the  common  safety. 
This  was  eflTccted  through  the  Continental  Conprees.  which 
WHS  composed  of  delegates  from  all  of  the  colonies,  and  "  which 
acted  ii]»on  measures  intended  to  i)roniote  the  interests  and 
secure  the  common  safety  of  the  whole,"  This  bo<ly  began 
operations  on  the  10th  of  May,  1775,  and  manage<l  the  gen- 
eral afBiirs  of  the  colonics  as  a  voluntary  assembly  and  with 
undefine<l  powers  till  1781. 

Congress  could  recommend  measures,  but  it  had  no  power 
to  compel  the  states  or  the  peoi)le  to  act.  This  lack  of  dele- 
gated power  was  not  at  first  a  hinderance  to  successful  action, 
for,  under  the  pressure  and  influence  of  a  common  danger, 
both  the  states  and  Congress  exerted  themselves  with  energy 
and  efficiencj'.  But,  as  the  novelty  of  hostilities  wore  away, 
voluntary  activity  began  to  Salter,  and,  zeal  subsiding,  the 
recommendations  of  Congress  were  seen  to  be  ineffectual  for 
the  purposes  of  the  war. 

Indeed  the  weakness  of  Congress  was  seen  at  the  begin- 
ning of  the  war,  and  the  wisest  statesmen  in  Congress  labored 
for  a  stronger  form  of  government ;  but  the  exigencies  of  the 
times  delayed  action  on  such  legislation,  and  the  Continental 
Congress  continued  to  act  by  common  c<msent  as  the  outward 
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representative  of  power  till  the  adoption  of  the  Articles  of 
Confederation. 

STATUS  OF  THE  STATES   AND  THE  CONTINENTAL  CONGRESS. 

There  were  two  views  on  the  status  of  the  states  and  the 
Continental  Congress ;  one  may  be  called  national^  the  other 
particularist.  The  national  idea  is  that  the  Continental  Con- 
gress was  a  revolutionary  body,  exercising  sovereign  power, 
and  that  "each  individual  colony  became  a  state  only  in  so 
far  as  it  belonged  to  the  United  States,  and  in  so  far  as  its 
population  constituted  a  part  of  the  people.  The  thirteen 
colonies,  according  to  this  view,  did  not,  as  thirteen  separate 
and  mutually  independent  commonwealths,  enter  into  a  com- 
pact to  sever  the  bonds  which  connected  them  with  their 
mother  country,  and  at  the  same  time  to  proclaim  the  act  in 
a  common  manifesto  to  the  world;  but  the  ^one  people'  of 
the  united  colonies  dissolved  that  political  connection  with 
the  English  nation,  and  j)roclaimed  themselves  resolved, 
henceforth,  to  constitute  the  one  perfectly  independent  peo- 
ple of  the  United  States." 

"  The  Declaration  of  Independence  did  not  create  thirteen 
sovereign  states,  but  the  representatives  of  the  people  declared 
that  the  former  English  colonies,  under  the  name  which  they 
had  assumed  of  the  United  States  of  America,  became,  from 
the  4th  day  of  July,  1776,  a  sovereign  state  and  a  member  of 
the  family  of  nations  recognized  by  the  law  of  nations;  and 
further,  that  the  people  would  support  their  representatives 
with  iheir  blood  and  treasure,  in  their  endeavor  to  make  this 
declaration  a  universally  reeoffiiized  fact."  The  justification 
of  this  act  was  sought  in  the  right  of  revolution.  This  posi- 
tion was  taken  by  Patrick  IT(Mirv,  of  Virginia,  in  the  Con- 
gress of  1774.  In  that  body  he  thus  expressed  himself: 
"  Government  is  dissolved.  Where  are  your  land-marks, 
your  boundaries  of  colonies?     The  distinctions  between  Vir- 
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gioians,  Pcnnsylvnniani*,  New  Yorkcw,  an<l  Niw  Englanderfi 
art-  no  more.  I  am  not  a  Virginimi;  I  nin  iiii  Amfrk-an, 
Slaves  are  to  he  tliniwii  nut  of  llip  (jiu'stioii,  and  if  the  fi'ce- 
mcn  can  be  represented  nceoiding  to  tlicir  nimilxTf^,  I  am 
i>ath(ied.  I  gn  upon  the  st]p|>osittt)u  that  govt-rninfut  is  at 
an  end.  All  distinctions  are  tliron'n  down;  all  AmcriL-a  is 
thrown  into  one  mass." 

The  particularist  view  is,  that  the  Declaration  of  Inde- 
pendence created  thirteen  sovereign  and  independent  stutt's, 
which  fonnd  it  advisable  to  send  delegates  to  a  common  con- 
gress that  ehonld  have,  hy  virtue  of  an  agreement  made,  the 
oversight  uf  certain  matters  nf  iiiti'rest  to  the  thirteen  inde- 
pendent nations,  and  that  the  cnitctment  of  these  delegates 
CI. aid  Ijc  enforced  only  to  tlie  extent  tlial  llicy  met  with  tlic 
approval  of  the  sovereign  states  whicli  appointe<l  them. 

These  two  views  had  their  advocates,  but  sedntous  efforts 
were  made  to  avoid  any  definite  expression  of  the  opinion 
that  was  to  prevail.  "  Thus  was  Wgnu  that  inlinite  series  of 
compromises  by  which  the  American  ])copIe  have  endeavored 
to  put  to  one  side  certain  national  diflicnlties,  by  devising 
and  passing  resolutions  which  might  be  consfnied  at  will  in 
senses  (he  most  diametrically  opposite," 

The  national  view  of  the  status  of  the  states  and  Con- 
gress lost  gronnd  after  its  first  presentation,  and  the  posi- 
tion of  the  jmrticularists  was  soon  aecejrted  as  the  trne  one, 
being  that  in  accordance  with  which  all  the  aUkirs  of  the 
states  and  Congross  were  conducted  during  the  revolutionarj- 
period. 

ARTICLES   OP   COXFEDF.RATiOX, 

On  the  11th  of  June,  1776,  Congress  selected  a  committee 
to  prepare  a  scheme  of  confederation.  On  the  12th  of  the 
following  Jnly  the  committee  submitted  to  Congress  the  draft 
of  the  Articles  of  Confederation.  On  the  15th  of  Novem- 
ber, 1777,  the  articles  having  been  amended,  were  accepted 
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by  Congress,  and  it  was  resolved  to  recommend  them  to  the 
legislatures  of  the  states  for  adoption.  On  the  1st  of  March, 
1781,  the  legislatures  of  all  the  states  had  ratified  the  plan, 
and  the  new  constitution  was  universally  recognized  as  law. 
By  these  articles  the  states  conferred  upon  the  confederation 
certain  specified  powers,  deemed  essential  to  the  protection  of 
all.  They  pledged  the  faith  of  their  constituents  to  abide  by 
the  actions  of  Congress  on  all  questions  arising  within  its 
jurisdiction.  The  Articles  of  Confederation  constituted  the 
first  local  government  for  all  the  colonies.  "  It  revived  ho|)e, 
inspired  confidence  at  home,  conmianded  respect  abroad,  and 
led  to  a  recognition  of  our  government  by  other  countries, 
and  especially  by  France,  which  secured  final  success." 

The  states  retained  all  the  power  not  delegated  to  the  con- 
fedenite  government  by  the  instrumentality  of  its  creation, 
and  were  really  sovereign  and  independent,  for  there 
was  no  superior  power  to  direct  or  control  them  or  annul 
any  of  their  actions.  The  articles  were  so  framed  that  the 
states'  were  as  free  and  independent  as  if  no  confederacy  ex- 
isted. Thus  they  continued  till  the  adoption  of  the  national 
constitution,  when  they  surrendered  many  essential  powers. 

The  changes  effected  by  the  Articles  of  Confederation  were 
rather  of  a  negative  than  positive  nature.  The  essential  pre- 
rogatives which  belong  to  a  nation  in  its  relation  with  foreign 
powers  was  confided  by  law  to  confederate  authorities,  from 
whom  in  practice  all  power  was  withheld. 

THE   WHIG    PARTY. 

The  whig  party,  afler  the  Declaration  of  Indej)endence, 
advocated  absolute  separation  from  England,  and  continued 
as  it  had  been  from  the  beginning  of  the  war,  a  serried  phal- 
anx against  the  giant  power  of  George  III.  There  belonged 
to  this  party  those  Americans  who  favored  the  cause  of  the 
Revolution,  among  whom  were  a  large  proportion  of  the  phy- 
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sk'ian.s,  the  major  part  of  the  lawyers,  nearly  all  the  clergj', 
except  thnsc  of  the  Episcopal  faith,  ami  a  lurgL-  number  of 
young  men  eager  for  fortune  and  distinction  in  war.  "  Libertj' 
Men  "  and  "  Sons  of  Liberty  "  belonged  to  this  i»arty.  The 
whigs  who  engaged  actively  in  the  war  for  tniltpondciice 
were  "^led  "patriots."  Of  the  inhabitants  of  the  thiiteen 
colonics  a  majority  were  wbigs.  They  were  probably  in  the 
minority  in  some  states,  while  in  others  they  about  e(|iialeti 
the  tories.  At  the  beginning  of  the  war  this  party  begun  to 
v^mime  control  of  the  civil  and  military  alfairs  of  the  colonies, 
and  throughout  the  struggle  it  directed  the  Continental  Con- 
gress and  the  government  of  the  states.  The  whigs  con- 
tended for  a  cause  as  righteous  as  any  that  ever  arrayed  men 
Id  battle,  and  by  their  bravery  and  determination  they  broko 
the  yoke  of  colonial  vassalage  and  gained  for  the  uatioiit>  of 
the  earth  much  of  that  which  they  gained  for  themselves. 

The  whigs  were  a  unit  on  resistance  to  England,  but  from 
the  moment  they  came  into  full  concert  there  appeared  new 
elements  of  political  dissension.  (1)  The  smaller  states  were 
jealous  of  the  larger,  and,  for  the  snkeof  barmony,  eomi>elIed 
Alassachusctts  and  Virginia  to  various  sacrifices.  (2)  There 
was  a  rivalry  between  the  New  England  states  and  the  states 
fiouth  of  Pennsylvania  on  the  ground  that  the  interests  of  one 
section  were  commercial  and  manufacturing,  while  those  of  the 
other  were  agricultural,  being  devoted  to  raising  great  staples 
for  a  foreign  market,  (.3)  Inclination  to  British  tastes  and  a 
disposition  to  i>attern  after  England  was  against  a  symjrathy 
for  France  and  the  new  French  school  of  philosophy,  (4) 
One  portion  of  the  inhabitants  favored  sovereignty  in  the 
colony  or  state,  another  portion  favored  it  in  the  central  gov- 
ernment, union,  or  confederacy.  These  causes  of  divisions 
are  the  germs  of  national  political  jMirties  in  America,  In 
subsequent  pages  it  will  be  seen  that  the  latter  clement  ope- 
rated  more  powerfully  than  the  others,     (Plate  Vl.) 
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THE  TORY   PARTY. 

The  colonists  who  adhered  to  the  crown  during  the  Revolu* 
tionary  War  constituted  the  tory  party.  They  were  the  an* 
tagonists  of  the  whigs,  and  opposed  them  in  halls  of  debate 
before  the  war  began,  and  afterwards  in  the  field  of  battle. 
Among  the  tories  were  royal  officials,  some  eminent  attorneys, 
numerous  physicians,  dependents  of  royal  landholders,  some 
who  were  conservative  or  neutral  at  the  opening  of  hostili- 
ties, and  those  who,  fearing  the  strength  of  Great  Britain, 
believed  that  a  "  successful  resistance  to  her  power  was  im- 
possible." The  tories,  or  royalists,  comprised  a  considerable 
number  of  the  force  employed  to  suppress  the  rebellion  of 
the  colonies.  It  is  probable  that  more  than  twenty-five  thou- 
sand royalists  en-listed  in  the  military  service  of  England, 
and  arrayed  themselves  against  the  patriots.  The  whig  pop- 
ulace awed  and  punished  the  tories  in  various  ways.  Some 
were  tanked  and  feathered ;  some  were  smoked,  waylaid,  mob- 
bed, and  insulted,  while  others  were  deprived  of  office  and 
driven  from  home.  Against  them  the  assemblies  of  the 
states,  according  to  the  offense  committed,  enacted  laws  in- 
flicting such  |)enalties  as  death,  exile,  imprisonment,  confisca- 
tion of  property,  loss  of  personal  liberty  for  a  limited  period, 
disqualification  from  office,  and  transportation  to  a  British 
possession.  These  laws  were  in  force  at  the  treaty  of  1783, 
which  made  no  provision  for  the  royalists ;  they  were  neg- 
lected by  those  they  had  aided,  and  banished  by  those  they 
had  opposed.  When  the  English  troops  withdrew  from 
America,  the  royalists  abandoned  the  Unitt^l  States,  and  be- 
came the  founders  of  l'pj>er  Canada  and  New  Brunswick. 
The  exiles  appealed  to  Parliament  for  ivliof,  and  after  several 
vears  of  dehiv,  Revived  fit\een  and  one-half  millions  of  dol- 
lars.  In  addition  to  this,  manv  of  them  obtaincil  "annuities, 
half  j>ay  as  military  officers,  larire  grants  i>f  land,  and  shared 


■with  other  subjects  in  the  jMitiTinagt'  of  the  crown."  Those 
royalists  whose  opposition  to  the  jMitriote  had  not  becu  greut 
weiv  aliowcJ  to  remain  in  the  United  States.  The  issue  on 
which  tlieir  party  waa  based  died  with  the  Revolution,  and  the 
tory  (wrty  c«iR'd  to  exist  in  1783.     (Plate  VI.) 
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THE  DECLARATION  OF  INDEPENDENCE. 

In  Congress,  July  4,  1776. 

THE  UNANIMOUS   DECLARATION   OF   THE  THIRTEEN  UNITEB 

STATES   OF   AMERICA. 

When,  in  the  course  of  human  events,  it  becomes  necessary  for  one  peo- 
ple to  dissolve  the  political  bands  which  have  connected  them  with  an- 
other, and  to  assume,  among  the  powers  of  the  earth,  the  separate  and 
«qual  station  to  which  the  laws  of  nature  and  of  nature's  God  entitle  them, 
a  decent  respect  to  the  opinions  of  mankind  requires  that  they  should  de- 
clare the  causes  which  impel  them  to  the  separation. 

We  hold  these  truths  to  be  self-evident :  that  all  men  are  created  equal ; 
that  they  are  endowed,  by  their  Creator,  with  certain  inalienable  rights; 
that  among  these  are  life,  liberty,  and  the  pursuit  of  happiness;  that  to 
secure  these  rights,  governments  are  instituted  among  men,  deriving  their 
just  powers  from  the  consent  of  the  governed;  that  whenever  any  form  of 
government  becomes  destructive  of  these  ends,  it  is  the  right  of  the  people 
to  alter  or  abolish  it,  and  to  institute  a  new  government,  laying  its  foun- 
dation on  such  principles,  and  organizing  its  ])owers  in  such  form  as  to 
them  shall  seem  most  likely  to  efl'ect  their  safety  and  happiness.  Pru- 
dence, indeed,  will  dictate,  that  governments  long  established  should  not 
be  changed  for  light  and  transient  causes;  and,  accordingly,  all  experience 
hath  shown,  that  mankind  arc  more  disposed  to  suffer  while  evils  are  suf- 
ferable,  than  to  right  tliemselves  by  abolishing  the  forms  to  which  they 
are  accustomed,  ^ut  when  a  long  train  of  abuses  and  usurpations,  pur- 
suing invariably  the  same  object,  evinces  a  design  to  reduce  them  under 
absolute  despotism,  it  is  their  right,  it  is  tlieir  duty,  to  throw  off  such  a 
government,  and  to  provide  new  guards  for  their  future  security.  Such 
has  been  the  patient  sufferance  of  these  colonies;  and  such  is  now  the 
necessity  which  constrains  them  to  alter  their  former  systems  of  govern- 
ment. The  history  of  the  present  king  of  Great  Britain  is  a  history  of  re- 
peated injuries  and  usurpations,  all  having  in  direct  object  the  establish- 
ment of  an  absolute  tyranny  over  these  states.  To  prove  this,  let  facts  be 
submitted  to  a  candid  world. 

He  has  refused  his  assent  to  laws  the  most  wholesome  and  necessary  for 
the  public  good. 

He  has  forbidden  his  governors  to  pass  laws  of  immediate  and  pressing 
importance,  unless  suspended  in  their  operations,  till  his  assent  should  be 
obtained ;  and  when  so  suspended,  he  has  utterly  neglected  to  attend  to 
ihem. 
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He  hog  refased  to  pats  olher  taws  for  the  accoramodation  of  large  dis- 
trivU  of  pmple,  unless  lliose  people  would  relimiuiah  the  rig-lit  of  repw- 
scnUtbn  in  the  legislature — a  right  iueatimable  to  tliem,  nml  formidnhle 
ti>  tjraiiU  only- 
He  has  called  together  legislallve  bodies  at  plaeee  unusual,  unc-oinfurta- 
Lie,  and  dutanl  from  the  repository  of  their  public  n^cords,  for  tlir  noW 
purfUH^  ol  fatiguing  them  into  eoiupliance  with  his  mcawi«)'- 

He  has  dissolved  representative  houses  repeatedly  for  opposinn;,  with 
manly  firmness,  his  invasions  on  the  rifihts  of  the  people- 
lie  has  refuted,  for  a  ]ong  time  after  such  dL'Uolutions,  to  cause  uthera  to 
be  elected ;  wherehy  the  legislative  powers,  incapable  of  annihilation,  hsve 
relamed  to  the  people  at  large,  for  their  exercise,  the  state  renialning,  in 
tite  meanlime,  exposed  to  all  the  dangers  of  invaGions  from  without  and 
coiivulsioas  with  i a. 

Ue  has  endeavored  to  prevent  the  population  of  these  stales;  for  that 
pDrjioae,  obslnictiog  the  laws  for  Ihe  naturalization  of  foreigners,  refusing 
U  pwH  othere  to  encourage  their  migration  hither,  and  rsulng  the  condi- 
tions of  new  appropriations  of  landn. 

He  has  -.bstnu-led  the  ndniinistriilk.ii  of  jiislitc  by  refii-ing  lii-!  nwnt  lo 
laws  for  establishing  judiciary'  powers. 

He  has  made  judges  dependent  on  his  will  alone  for  the  tenure  of  their 
offices,  and  the  amount  and  payment  of  their  salaries. 

He  has  erected  a  multitude  of  new  offices,  and  sent  hither  swarms  of  of- 
6ce»,  to  harass  our  people,  and  eat  out  their  substance. 

He  has  Icepl  among  us,  in  times  of  peace,  standing  armies,  without  the 
consent  of  our  legislatures. 

He  has  affected  to  render  Ihe  military  inde|iendent  of,  and  superior  to, 
the  civil  power. 

He  has  combined  with  others  to  subject  lis  to  a  jurisdiction  foreign  to 
our  constitution,  and  unacknowledged  by  our  Inns ;  giving  his  assent  to 
tlieir  acts  of  pretended  legislation  : 

For  quartering  large  bodies  of  armed  troops  among  us ; 
For  protecting  them,  by  a  mock  trial,  from  punishment  for  any  murdei-s 
which  they  should  commit  on  the  inhabitants  of  these  states ; 
For  cutting  off  our  trade  with  all  parts  of  the  world; 
For  imposing  taxes  on  us  without  our  consent ; 
For  depriving  us,  in  many  cases,  of  the  benefits  of  trial  by  jury; 
For  transporting  us  beyond  seas  to  be  tried  for  pretended  offenses; 
For  abolishing  the  free  system  of  English  laws  in  a  neighboring  prov- 
ince, establishing  therein   an   arbitrary  government,  and   enlarging   its 
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boandaries,  so  as  to  render  it  at  once  an  example  and  fit  instrument  for 
introducing  tlie  same  absolute  rule  into  tliese  colonics; 

For  taking  away  our  charters,  abolishing  our  most  valuable  laws,  and 
altering,  fundamentally^  the  forms  of  governments; 

For  suspending  our  OAvn  legislatures,  and  declaring  themselves  invested 
with  power  to  legislate  for  us  in  all  cases  whatever. 

He  has  abdicated  government  here  by  declaring  us  out  of  his  protection^ 
and  waging  war  against  us. 

He  has  plundered  our  seas,  ravaged  ouV  coasts,  burned  our  towns,  and 
destroyed  the  lives  of  our  people. 

He  is  at  this  time  transporting  large  armies  of  foreign  mercenaries  to 
complete  the  works  of  death,  desolation,  and  tyranny,  already  begun,  with 
circumstances  of  cruelty  and  i>erfidy,  scarcely  paralleled  in  the  most  bar- 
barous ages,  and  totally  unworthy  the  head  of  a  civilized  nation. 

He  has  constrained  our  fellow-citizens,  taken  captive  on  the  high  seM, 
to  bear  arms  against  their  country,  to  become  the  executicmers  of  their 
friends  and  brethren,  or  to  fall  themselves  bv  their  hands. 

lie  has  excited  domestic  insurrection  among  us,  and  has  endeavored  to 
bring  on  the  inhabitants  of  our  frontiers,  the  merciless  Indian  savages, 
whose  known  rule  of  warfare  is  an  undistinguished  destruction  of  all  ages, 
sexes,  and  conditions. 

In  every  stage  of  these  oppressions  we  have  petitioned  for  redress  in  the 
most  humble  terms.  Our  rei»eated  iK.'titions  have  been  answered  only  by 
repeate<l  injury.  A  prince,  whose  character  is  thus  marked  by  every  act 
which  may  define  a  tyrant,  is  unlit  to  be  the  ruler  of  a  free  people. 

Nor  have  we  been  wanting  in  attenti<m  to  our  British  brethren.  We 
have  warned  them,  from  time  to  time,  of  attempts  by  their  legislature  to 
extend  an  unwarrantable  jurisdiction  over  us.  We  have  reminded  them 
of  the  circumstances  of  our  emigration  and  settlement  here.  We  have 
appealed  to  their  native  justice  and  magnanimity,  and  we  have  conjured 
them  by  the  ties  of  our  common  kindred  to  disavow  these  usurpations, 
which  would  inevitably  interrupt  our  connections  and  correspondence. 
They,  too,  have  been  deaf  to  the  voice  of  justice  and  of  consanguinity.  W^e 
must,  therefore,  acquiesce  in  the  necessity  which  denounces  our  separation, 
and  hold  them,  as  we  hold  the  rest  of  mankind— enemies  in  war;  in  peace, 
friends. 

We,  therefore,  representatives  of  the  Unitki)  States  of  America,  in 
general  congress  assembled,  apjiealing  to  the  Supreme  Judge  of  the  world 
for  the  rectitude  of  our  intentions,  do,  in  the  name  and  bv  the  authoritv 
of  the  good  people  of  these  colonics,  solemnly  pul)lish  and  declare,  that 
these  United  Colonies  are,  and  of  ri^^lit  ought  to  be,  Free  and  hukpcndei^ 
States;  that  they  are  ab>olve(l  from  all  allej^iance  to  the  l>ritisli  crown,  and 
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SHOWING  THE  INDEPENDENCE  OF  EACH  COLONY  AND  THE  RELATION 
IT  SUSTAINED  TO  THE  CONTINENTAL  CONGRESS. 
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that  nil  political  coDnection  lielween  Ilieni  nnil  Ibe  ktatc  of  Great  Britain 
i>i  anil  onglit  (o  be,  totally  disKoived ;  and  that,  ub  Fret  and  Snikpeadml 
flfate,  thej  have  tuU  piiwer  to  levy  war,  conclude  peace,  contract  alii- 
wmo,  establish  comiuerce,  and  do  ail  iither  acta  and  iLinga  which  /nd«- 
pwcfari  Sola  may  of  right  do.  And  for  the  support  of  thin  Dtvlaration, 
with*  firmTelinnceonthe  protection  of  DiviifE  P&ovidence,  we  miituall/ 
plcdK*  ^  ^^^  other  our  lives,  our  fortunes,  and  our  «ucred  honor. 

JOHN  HANCOCK. 
New  Hauf^hxbe.— Josiah  Barllett,  William  Whipple,  Matthew  Tliora- 

MASEJtfBrsETTS  Bay.— Sumuel  Adama,  John  Adam?,  Robert  Treat 
Faioe,  Elbridge  Gerry. 

Rhupb  Isl*Sd,  etc.— Stephen  Hopkins,  William  Ellcrj". 

Cox  SECTiciT.— Roger  Sherman,  Smuuel  Huntington,  Willi  am  Willi  ams, 
CSiTcr  Woh»tt. 

Sew  Yoiik.-~ William  Floyd,  Philip  Livingston,  Francis  Lewis,  Lewis 
Morris. 

New  Jersem. — Richard  tetotkton,  Julin  Witheispoon,  Friiiicis  Hopkins, 
John  Hart,  Abraham  Clark. 

Penxsylvaxia.— Robert  Morris,  Benjamin  Rush,  Benjamin  Franklin, 
John  Morton,  George  Clyoier,  James  Smith,  George  Taylor,  James  Wilson, 
George  Ross. 

Delaware. — Casar  Rodney,  George  Kead,  Thomas  M'Kcan. 

Maryland. — Samuel  Chase,  William  Paca,  Thomas  Stone,  Charles 
Carroll,  of  Carrollton. 

ViROiNiA. — George  Wythe,  Richard  Henry  Lee,  Thomas  Jefferson, 
Benjamin  Harrison,  Thomas  Nelson,  Jr.,  Francis  LightfooC  Lee,  Jr., 
Carter  Braxton. 

NoBTH  Carolina. — William  Hooper,  Joseph  Hewes,  John  Penn. 

BoUTH  Carolina. — Edward  Rutledge,  Thomas  Hayward,  Jr.,  Thomas 
L^ncb,  Jr.,  Arthur  Middleton. 

Geobola. — Button  Gwinnett,  Lyman  Hall,  George  Walton. 
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CHAPTER  IV. 
CONFEDERATION  POLITICS. 

NATURE   OF  THE   CONFEDERATION. 

Delegates  to  Congress  were  elected  by  the  legislatures  of 
the  several  states,  each  sending  not  less  than  two.  These 
were  supported  by  the  states  appointing  them,  and  subject  to 
their  recall.  The  delegates  were  to  vote  by  states,  each  hav- 
ing one  vote,  thus  placing  the  large  and  small  states  on  equal- 
ity. The  states,  without  the  consent  of  Congress,  were  pro- 
hibited from  engaging  in  war,  entering  into  treaties,  or  keep- 
ing troops  and  vessels  of  war,  except  in  times  of  actual  hos- 
tility. 

The  Articles  of  Confederation  constituted  a  league  of 
friendship  for  the  common  defense,  the  sc^curity  of  liberty, 
and  the  general  interests  of  all.  The  confederation  had  the 
exclusive  right  of  determining  on  ])eace  and  war;  of  enter- 
ing into  treaties  and  alliances ;  of  sending  and  receiving  am- 
bassadors ;  of  granting  letters  of  marque  and  reprisal ;  of 
deciding  cases  of  captures  on  land  and  water;  of  determin- 
ing disputes  concerning  jurisdictions,  boundaries,  and  other 
cases  between  the  states;  of  emitting  bills  of  credit;  of  bor- 
rowing or  appropriating  money  ;  of  coining  money  ;  and  reg- 
ulating the  interests  of  the  nation. 

The  eighth  article  was  the  one  that  rendered  the  govern- 
ment so  inefficient.  It  provided  that  all  charges  of  war,  and 
all  other  expenses  for  the  common  defense  and  general  wel- 
fare which  Congress  might  allow,  should  be  defrayed  out  of 
the  common  treasury.  The  several  states  were  to  supply  this 
treasury  in  proportion  to  the  value  of  all  land  within  each 
state ;  but  the  levying  of  taxes  for  the  payment  of  such  pro- 
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tVtion  was  umler  the  authority  aiul  direction  of  i 
tures  of  the  several  states.    Congress  i)roin])tly  pei      'laed  its         & 
duty  hy  directing  the  collection  of  taxes,  but  the  states  eel-        fl 
lora  fulfilled  their  duty  in  making  assessments.     The  aeoee 
sity  of  compliance  was  not  felt  by  the  states,  and  their  delay 
greatly  embarrassed  the  government  and  rendered  the  cfForti 
of  Congress  feeble  and  often  ineifectnal,  where  prompt  at 
efficient  action  waa  indispensable  to  procure  the  safety  a 
defend  the  honor  of  the  country.     It  frequently  happenea 
that  the  authorized  calls  of  Congress  were  entirely  neglected. 
The  &ilure  of  the  states  to  perform  their  imperative  duties 
prevented  the  confederate  government  from  meeting  ii 
gagements  or  entering  into  new  ones  with  the  expectat 
fulfilling  them.     The  inability  of  Congress  to  act  and  yet- 
form  their  duties  was  the  cause  of  the  weakness  and  ineffi- 
ciency of  the  confederation. 

The  union  of  thirteen  sovereign  states,  which  should  pre- 
serve the  rights  of  each  and  render  efficient  the  authority  of 
the  general  government,  was  a  work  fraught  with  inconsis- 
tencies and  attended  by  almost  insurmountable  difficulties. 
It  wasonly  approximately  attained  under  the  Articles  of  Con- 
federation. 

Ao  observer,  living  in  the  times  of  the  confederation,  said : 
"  By  this  political  compact,  the  United  States  Congress  have 
the  exclusive  power  for  the  following  purposes,  without  being 
able  to  execute  one  of  them :  They  may  make  and  conclude 
treaties;  biit  they  can  only  recommend  the  observance  of 
them.  They  may  appoint  ambassadors;  but  they  can  not 
even  defray  the  expenses  of  their  tables.  They  may  borrow 
money  in  their  own  name,  on  the  faith  of  the  Union;  but 
they  can  not  pay  a  dolhir.  They  may  coin  money ;  but  they 
can  not  purchase  an  ounce  of  bullion.  They  may  make  war, 
aad  determine  what  number  of  troops  is  necessary ;  but  they 
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•can  not  raise  a  single  soldier.     In  short,  they  may  declare 
everything,  but  can  do  nothing." 

Chief  Justice  Marshall  observed  that  "a  government  au- 
thorized to  declare  war,  but  relying  upon  independent  states 
to  prosecute  it ;  capable  of  contracting  debts  and  of  pledging 
the  public  faith  for  their  payment,  but  depending  upon  thir- 
teen distinct  sovereignties  for  the  preservation  of  that  faith, 
could  only  be  rescued  from  ignominy  and  contempt  by  find- 
ing those  sovereignties  administered  by  men  exempt  from  the 
passions  incident  to  human  nature." 

DISTRUST   OF   POWER. 

The  political  acts  during  the  Revolution  and  confederation 
can  not  be  understood  without  a  knowledge  of  colonial 
opinion  regarding  all  external  power.  To  this  there  was  a 
deep-rooted  antipathy  engendered  by  the  years  of  struggle 
against  the  guardianship  of  Great  Britain.  This  antipathy 
was  extended  to  Congress,  and  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  it  was 
composed  of  delegates  from  their  own  people,  they  viewed 
the  body  in  the  light  of  a  foreign  power.  The  people  thought 
they  must  see  in  Congress  what  a  "people  is  always  apt  to 
expect  from  a  power  foreign  to  the  government  of  the  state — 
unpleasantness,  annoyance,  and  usurpation."  This  distrust 
steadily  increased,  and  what  information  the  Americans  lacked 
on  the  most  desirable  form  of  government,  they  endeavored 
to  supply  by  reasoning,  and  crude  theories.  This  antipathy 
was  not*modified  till  experience  taught  American  legislators 
that  their  scheme  of  government,  according  to  the  Articles  of 
Confederation,  was  lacking  in  some  of  the  most  essential 
features.  This  was  accomplished  only  by  events  that  brought 
the  country  to  the  verge  of  anarchy. 

WEAKNESS   OF   CONGRFAS. 

During  the  confederation  period  the  distress  grew  greater 
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every  year,  and  threatened  to  induce  more  serious  complica- 
tions. Congress  was  unable  to  pay  the  interest  even  when 
the  principal  was  due.  All  efforts  of  the  general  government 
to  secure  from  the  states  an  adeijiiate  source  of  revenue  were 
tinavfiiling.  They  considered  it  a  favor  even  to  jtay  the  least 
attention  to  requisitions  made  upon  Ihem.  In  tlie  five  yoare 
preceding  1787,  New  Hampshire,  North  Carolina,  South 
Carolina,  and  Georgia  contributed  nothing ;  Connecticut  and 
Delaware  furnished  ahout  a  third  of  their  levy ;  Massachu- 
setts, Miir)'land,  and  Rhode  Island  about  one-half;  Virginia 
three-iiAhs;  Pennsylvania  almost  her  entire  quota. 

The  financial  condition  of  the  individual  states  was  worse 
than  that  of  Congress ;  for  while  there  was  no  possibility  of 
payment,  repudiation  was  agitated,  and  the  dis])csition  to  pay 
daily  grew  weaker,  "Public  confidence  was  shaken  to  such 
an  extent,  in  consequence,  that  even  private  individuals  of 
undoubted  credit  were  obliged  to  pay  a  discount  of  from 
thirty  to  fifty  per  cent,  on  their  notes.  There  was  iio  market, 
especially  for  real  estate,  and  sales  for  cash  could  be  made, 
when  at  all,  only  at  a  great  sacrifice."  Each  state  had  the 
exclusive  right  to  regulate  its  commerce,  and  in  doing  so, 
regard  was  had  only  to  self  interest.  This  gave  rise  to  many 
vexatious  and  petty  jealousies.  As  a  consequence,  commerce 
was  ruined,  and  faith  in  the  permanency  of  American  institu- 
tions was  greatly  shaken.  The  Americans  frequently  vio- 
lated the-treaty  of  peace,  and  England  in  turn  followed  their 
example.  She  refused  to' withdraw  her  troops  from  western 
posts,  and  protected  Indians  while  they  carried  on  border  war 
against  the  settlers. 

shay's  rebellion. 

The  distress  and  misery  growing  out  of  the  absence  of  gov- 
ernment, caused  loud  and  general  complaints  and  provoked 
resistance  to  authorized  authority.  Malcontents  in  Massacbn- 
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setts^  who  aimed  at  repudiation  of  public  and  private  debts 
and  a  redistribution  of  property,  were  equal  in  number  to 
the  friends  of  state  government.  These  malcontents,  headed 
by  Shay,  rose  in  rebellion,  creating  a  profound  impression 
throughout  the  country.  Old  leaders  of  the  Revolution  be- 
came apprehensive  and  felt  that  the  question  of  the  existence 
or  non-existence  of  the  nation  must  be  decided.  General 
Knox  wrote  that  there  were  "combustibles  in  every  state  to 
which  a  spark  might  set  fire.''  General  Washington  wrote  to 
Colonel  Lee:  "To  be  more  exposed  in  the  eyes  of  the  world 
and  more  contemptible  than  we  already  are,  is  hardly  possi- 
ble." Gloom  and  apprehensions  pervaded  the  public  coun- 
cils and  private  meditations  of  the  wisest  statesmen  of  the 
country.  The  rebellion  was  suppressed  by  the  force  of  arms. 
Washington  was  implored  not  to  remain  neutral  if  civil  war 
should  begin  throughout  the  country. 

AGITATIONS  TO   AMEND   THE  CX)NFEDERATION. 

In  1782,  New  York  brought  to  the  consideration  of  the 
people,  the  evils  arising  from  the  defects  in  the  Articles  of 
Confederation.  Her  legislature,  George  Clinton  being  gov- 
ernor, resolved,  "  That  it  is  essential  to  the  common  welfare 
that  there  should  be,  as  soon  as  possible,  a  conference  as  to 
the  power  of  the  confederacy,  and  that  it  would  be  advisa- 
ble for  this  purpose  -to  propose  to  Congress  to  recommend  ro 
each  state  to  adopt  the  measure  of  assembling  a  general  con- 
vention of  the  states  specially  authorized  to  revise  and  amend 
the  confederation,  reserving  a  right  to  the  respective  legisla- 
tures to  ratify  their  determinations." 

This  first  action  uj)on  the  subject  of  modifying  the  con- 
federation was  followed  in  1783  by  resolutions  of  Congress, 
recommending  the  states  to  invest  the  general  Congress  with 
specified  power  to  raise  revenue  for  the  restoration  aud  main- 
tenance of  the  public  credit.     These  resolutions  were  trans- 


r 

m         mittoi 


rOSFKDEUATlDN    l'()l,ITH..S, 


41 


mittffl  to  tlie  states  with  an  addi-es-i,  [trvpiircti  liy  Mr.  Mmliwin, 
•' whicb  was  one  of  tho  altlost  state  [wptTH  of  tliose  times." 

Ill  1784,  CougresM  declared  that  unless  thev  .should  be 
vested  with  i>owers  tiiiflieient  to  proteet  Ltinimerw,  ihcv  could 
never  eoDimand  reciprocal  advantages  in  trnile,  and  that  witli- 
oiit  lhej«,  foreign  commerce  would  eventually  be  aiiniliilated. 
This  declaration  was  followed  by  a  proposilion  to  confer  sijc- 
cial  powers  u)>on  Congress  for  liJleeu  years;  but  this  was  not 
ratified  by  a  (iutEcieut  number  of  states.  Official  return?  this 
year,  thougli  only  one  year  atitr  the  close  of  the  war,  showed 
that  the  whole  army  of  the  nation  was  reduced  to  eighty  per- 

In  1785,  James  Monroe  submitted  to  Congress  a  report; 
which  pn)|)osed  a  iiermanent  change  in  the  Articles  of  Con- 
federation, that  would  confer  on  Congresw  full  jmwer  to  reg- 
ulate trade  and  conduct  the  oiwrations  of  the  government. 
The  consideration  of  the  report  did  not  result  in  couferring 
the  necessiarj'  powers. 

The  same  sidyect  was  again  before  Congress,  February 
15,  1786,  on  the  reijort  of  a  committee,  of  which  Rufus 
King  was  chairman.  The  report  concluded  as  follows: 
"Thus  circumstanced,  after  the  mostsolenm  deliberation, and 
under  the  fullest  conviction  that  the  public  embarrassments 
are  such  as  above  represented,  and  that  they  are  daily  increas- 
ing, the  committee  are  of  opinion  that  it  has  become  the  duty 
of  Congress  to  declare,  most  explicitly,  that  the  crisis  has  ar- 
rived when  the  people  of  these  United  States,  by  whose  will 
and  fi>r  whose  benefit  the  federal  government  was  instituted, 
must  decide  whether  they  will  siipport  their  rank  as  a  nation, 
by  maintaining  the  public  faith  at  home  and  abroad,  or 
whether,  for  want  of  a  timely  exertion  in  establishing  a  gen- 
eral revenue,  and  thereby  giving  strength  to  the  confederacy, 
they  will  hazard  not  only  the  existence  of  the  Union,  but  of 
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those  great  and  invaluable  privileges  for  which  they  have  so 
arduouslv  and  honorably  contended." 

This  report  was  adopted,  and  the  subject  of  raising  revenue 
was  again  presented  to  the  states,  which  took  at  different 
times  various  and  inharmonious  action.  The  subject  was 
again  before  Congress  on  the  3d  of  March,  1786,  and  once 
more  on  the  23d  of  the  following  October.  But  these  pro- 
ceedings accomplished  nothing,  except  to  arouse  public  atten- 
tion to  the  necessity  of  taking  prompt  measures  for  securing 
sufficient  revenue  to  meet  the  exigencies  of  the  government. 
The  agitation  deeply  impressed  the  public  mind,  and  prejiared 
the  people  for  the  changes  which,  of  necessity,  must  soon  be 
made. 

THE   ANNAPOLIS   CONVENTION. 

In  1786  recommendations  similar  to  those  adopted  by  New 
York  in  1782,  were  made  by  several  states.  This  resulted  in 
the  appointment  of  deh»gates  from  Virginia,  New  York,  New 
Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  and  Delaware,  who  met  at  Annapolis, 
on  the  11th  of  September,  178G,  at  the  invitation  of  the  leg- 
islature of  Virginia,  to  consider  how  far  a  uniform  system  in 
their  commercial  relations  might  be  necessary  to  their  com- 
mon interest.  But  only  five  of  the  thirteen  states  being  rep- 
resented, and  the  delegates  being  satisfied  that  their  powei's 
were  too  limited  to  accomplish  what  the  country  demanded, 
contented  themselves  with  drawing  up  a  report,  which  was 
laid  before  Congress  and  the  legislatures  of  the  states. 
The  report  recommended  the  call  of  a  general  convention  of 
delegates  from  each  of  the  states,  "to  meet  at  Philadelphia, 
on  the  second  dav  in  May  next,  to  take  into  considenition  the 
situation  of  the  United  States ;  to  devise  such  further  pro- 
visions as  shall  to  them  seem  necessary  to  render  the  consti- 
tution of  the  federal  government  adequate  to  the  exigencies 
of  the  Union  ;  and  to  report  such  an  act  for  that  purpose  to 
the  United  States,  in  Congress  assembled,  as,  when  agreed  to 
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by  them,  and  afurnanl  cdnfirrai'd  hy  the  ligUlatiirc  of  cvi'ry 
state,  will  eflectimlly  provide  for  the  siiiie." 

The  proceedings  of  this  meeting  were  eommimicatod  to 
Cong-  ^,  which  considered  the  swhject  nnd  iidopti'd  thi.'  fnl- 
lowir.  J  resolutions : 

"  Whereas,  There  is  provision  in  the  Artith'  i>l'  Coiifwl- 
eration  and  PoriK-tnal  Union  for  making  alterations  llierein, 
bv  the  aa'wnt  of  a  Congress  of  the  United  States,  and  of  the 
le^islatnres  of  the  several  states;  and  whereas,  experience 
hath  evinced  that  there  are  defects  in  the  present  ronfedera- 
tion,  as  a  means  to  remedy  which  several  of  the  states,  and 
particularly  the  state  of  New  York,  hy  express  instructions 
to  their  delegates  in  Congress,  liave  suggested  a  convention 
for  tin-  purposes  expres,«ed  in  the  following  resolution;  and 
such  convention  appi'aritig  to  ho  the  most  prohaliU^  means  of 
establishing  in  these  stales  a  lirm  national  government: 

"Reeolced,  That,  in  the  opinion  of  Congress,  it  is  expedi- 
ent that  on  the  second  Monday  in  May  next  a  convention  of 
delegates,  who  sliall  have  been  appointed  by  the  several 
states,  be  held  at  Philadelphia,  for  the  sole  and  express  pur- 
pose of  revising  the  Articles  of  Conii'deration,  and  re}»orting 
to  Congress  and  the  several  legislatures  such  alterations  and 
provisions  therein  as  shall,  when  agreed  to  in  Congress,  and 
confirmed  by  the  states,  render  the  federal  eonstitntion  ade- 
quate to  the  exigencies  of  government  and  the  preservation 
the  Union." 

Tiie  several  states  complying  with  this  resolution  appointed 
delegates  to  meet  in  convention  at  the  ajipoiulod  time  and 
pUce. 

CXJNSTITUTIOXAI,    COXVKKTION,    1787. 

When  the  recommendation  was  made  which  liad  heen  ad- 
vise<l  by  the  Anna|)olis  convention,  the  advocates  of  a  strong 
government  acted  with  the  utmost  energy  to  induce  all  the 
legislatures  to  send  delegates  to  the  convention  and  to  select 
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for  that  purpose  the  most  distinguished  men  of  the  country, 
"that  their  very  names  might  suffice  to  keep  the  party  of 
anarchy  within  bounds." 

The  presence  of  Washington  at  the  convention  was  deemed 
of  the  utmost  importance,  for  he  held  a  place  in  the  hearts  of 
the  people  which  no  one  else  occupied,  and  such  as  no  other 
can  occuj>y  again.  Everything  he  touched  seemed  to  be  in- 
vested with  a  kind  of  sacrcdness,  while  to  impute  wrong  mo- 
tives to  him  was  a  "species  of  high  treason  and  an  unpar- 
donable offense  against  human  nature."  He  did  not  wish  to 
act  as  a  delegate,  but  after  mature  deliberation  he  did  so,  only 
because  he  saw  in  the  convention  the  only  hope  of  a  future 
union  of  the  states. 

The  delegates  began  to  convene  on  the  14th  of  May,  1787. 
Eleven  days  passed  before  a  majority  of  the  states  was  repre- 
sented. George  Washington  was  elected  president.  Six 
signers  of  the  Declaration  of  Indejiendence  ap|)eared  as  del- 
egates, and  took  part  in  the  proceedings. 

The  members  of  the  convention  realized  the  immense  re- 
sponsibility which  rested  upon  them,  and  frit  sure  that  their 
only  alternative  was  mutual  concession  or  the  ruin  of  the 
country.  It  was  decided  to  carry  on  transactions  with  closed 
doors,  that  an  excited  people  might  not  parade  before  the 
country  the  proceedings  of  the  convention  at  a  time  when 
they  could  not  be  properly  understood  and  defended.  A 
goodly  number  of  the  delegates  would  not  restrict  themselves 
to  a  literal  interpretation  of  their  powers.  They  were  au- 
thorized only  to  propose  amendments  to  the  Articles  of  Con- 
federation ;  but  they  were  convinced  that  all  such  attempts 
would  only  "postpone  the  day  of  ruin,  and  that  the  source 
of  evil  could  be  destroyed  only  by  giving  the  constitution  a 
national  basis.^'  They  did  not  hesitate  in  their  choice  be- 
tween exceeding  their  powers,  and  the  preservation  of  the 
country.     It  would  have  been  dangerous  to  the  future  of  the 
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c*>uulry  if  this  decisioii,  when  first  made,  had  been  known  to 
demagogaea  aad  the  honegt  opponents  of  a  strung  ct^ntral 
govGraiuent. 

There  wore  disputes  and  dissensions  in  the  convention 
which  were  diflicnlt  to  Iw  ullayed.  On  two  of  the  most  im- 
portant questions  the  delegates  were  so  opposite  in  their  vieww 
that  it  seemed  almost  impogsihle  to  mediate  between  them ; 
Jbr  attempts  at  compromise  appeared  to  widen  the  gaps  be- 
tween tlie  opponents.  When  every  prospect  of  an  understand- 
ing seemed  to  have  vanished,  the  white-haired  Franklin  pro- 
|>osed  that  henceforth  the  sessions  should  be  opened  with 
prayer,  for  since  the  wit  of  man  was  exhausted,  there  was 
no  hope  of  help  except  from  heaven.  The  vital  points  at 
i»«snp  were  the  ct|iiality  of  state  representation  and  protection 
to  the  interests  of  skveholders. 

After  the  lapse  of  nearly  four  months,  the  delegates  agreed 
upon  a  plan,  and  on  the  17th  of  September  unanimously  re- 
solved that  it  be  adopted  by  the  states  represented  at  tlie 
time.  The  convention  declared  that  the  consent  of  nine  slates 
should  give  force  to  the  new  constitution,  so  iiir  as  these  nine 
states  were  concerned.  The  instrument  wa-s  now  before  the 
^leople  for  adoption ;  but  the  difficulties  to  be  surmounted 
here  were  equal  to  those  whicli  had  appeared  in  the  conven- 
tion. 

AIXIPTIOS   OF  THE  COXSTITUTIO.N, 

The  moment  the  proposed  constitution  was  made  public 
the  parti cu la rists  began  to  wage  a  most  severe  and  enclitic 
opposition.  Moderation  and  reason  seemed  to  forsake  them ; 
the  most  fanatical  assuming  the  lead  and  using  weapons  most 
blunt  and  brutal.  The  streng  government  men  were  called 
federalists,  and  the  particularists,  anti-federalists. 

The  federalists,  who  favored  tlie  constitution,  were  at  first 
less  in  number  than  the  particularists.  Their  prospects  were 
gloomy,  and  the  strii^le  before  them  was  difficult.     They 
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fought  with  cxperieuce  and  understanding,  and  their  ai^a- 
ments  were  such  as  to  gain  numbers  from  the  opposing  ranks. 

For  ten  montlis  America  was  a  debating  school  between 
the  federalists  and  the  anti-federalists,  the  former  having  the 
ablest  writers,  and,  with  a  few  exceptions,  the  most  influential 
sjK'akcrs.  Kich  state  was  a  battle  ground,  and  its  action  was 
watched  with  eagerness  by  both  parties,  as  its  decision  would 
have  a  tendency  to  turn  the  scale  for  or  against  the  constitu- 
tion. In  December  of  1787,  Delaware,  Pennsylvania,  and 
New  Jersey  took  favorable  action  uj>on  the  new  government. 
Delaware  has  the  honor  of  being  the  first  state  to  ratify  the 
constitution.  Pennsylvania  was  carried  by  political  strategy. 
The  constitutionalists  having  the  asc^endancy  in  the  legisla- 
ture, called  a  convention,  but  gave  only  ten  days  for  the 
choice  of  deleirates.  This  cut  off  the  anti-lederalists  of  west- 
ern  Pennsylvania  from  all  chance  at  }>articipating  in  the  con- 
vention. To  gain  time  the  opiK)sition  absented  themselves, 
leaving  the  convention  without  a  quorum,  but  two  of  the  ab- 
sentees were  carried  into  the  house  and  held  in  their  scats 
while  the  cjuorum  thus  secured  adopted  the  constitution.  It 
was  alleged  by  those  who  protested,  that  but  thirteen  thousand 
of  the  seventy  thousiind  votes  in  Pennsylvania  were  repre- 
sented in  the  convention.  The  federal  constitution  was  car- 
ried bv  a  vote  of  fortv-six  to  twentv-three. 

In  De  hi  ware  and  New  Jersev  the  vote  for  the  constitu- 
tion  was  unanimous.  The  example  of  the  powerful  state 
of  Pennsylvania  was  a  great  stimulus  to  the  federalists.  In 
January,  17S8,  CJeorgia  ratified  unanimously  and  Connect- 
icut by  a  handsome  majority.  But  the  real  toil  now  com- 
menced, for  the  first  enthusiasm  of  the  cause  had  s|)ent  much 
of  its  force.  The  anti-foderalists  were  fully  organized  and 
had  develoixnl  unexjH'cted  strength  in  the  states  which  had 
not  taken  action.  Rhode  Island  would  not  call  a  conven- 
tion.    Five  states   had   ratified;    nine   were   necessary;  and 
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whit-li  should  be  the  other  four  could  not  be  told.  Mnssachii- 
setts  turned  the  soalo.  The  constitution  as  presented 
pot  aecejitable  to  the  convention ;  but  nine  amendments  were 
ctra^vu  np  and  submitted  for  consideration.  With  the  under- 
standing that  these  amendments  would  become  a  part  of  the 
constitution,  the  convention  ratilied  by  the  close  vote  of  one 
hundred  and  eighty-seven  to  one  hundred  and  sixtj-eight. 

The  uctiun  of  Massachusetts  decided  the  fate  of  the  cousti- 
tution.  Her  plan  of  submitting  amendments  solved  the  dif- 
ficulty at  the  right  time ;  for  the  constitution  as  prepared  at 
Philadelphia  could  not  have  been  carried.  Here  was  a  chance 
for  the  anti-federalists  to  accept  a  compromise  and  claim  some 
of  the  honor  of  adopting  the  constitution.  This  they  did  not 
do,  but,  taking  their  stand  in  favor  of  utter  rejection,  they  per- 
sisted to  the  last  in  reckless  and  illogical  reason.  The  feder- 
alists took  advantage  of  this  new  resource,  and,  trusting  in 
the  good  sense  of  the  people,  insured  victory  with  tlie  best 
fi-uits  of  it. 

In  April,  the  Maryland  convention  ratified,  by  a  vote  of 
sixty -three  to  eleven,  and  in  May,  South  Carolina  adopted  the 
constitution  by  one  hundred  and  seventy-nine  to  seventy-three. 
Eight  states  had  now  taken  favorable  action,  and  one  more 
was  necessary.  Neither  North  Carolina  nor  Rhode  Island 
would  ratify.  The  ninth  state  must  be  New  Hampshire, 
New  York,  or  Virginia.  The  contest  in  Virginia  was  on 
terms  more  nearly  equal  than  in  any  other  state.  George  Ma- 
son, James  Monroe,  and  Patrick  Henry  opposed  the  constitu- 
tion ;  George  Washington,  James  Madison,  Chancellor  Wythe, 
Governor  Randolph,  Edmond  Pendleton,  and  Thomas  Jef- 
ferson supported  it.  Neither  Washington  nor  JefFerson  was 
in  the  convention,  but  their  influence  was  in  behalf  of  the 
new  experiment.  JefFerson  was  at  first  "  nearly  a  neutral ; " 
when,  however,  the  plan  of  submitting  amendments,  as  in- 
itiated by  Massachusetts,  was  made  known  to  him,  he  said 
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the  instrument  had  his  hearty  prayers.  The  Virginia  con- 
vention, submitting  a  long  list  of  amendments,  ratifiy'd  in 
June,  by  a  majority  of  ten.  Four  days  prior  to  this  vote, 
New  Hampshire  took  favorable  action  and  became  the  ainth 
ratifying  state.  Ten  states  had  now  accepted  the  constitu- 
tion, rendering  the  new  instrument  secure. 

The  fourth  of  July  was  close  at  hand,  and  the  coming  an- 
niversary of  American  independence  was  made  by  the  fed- 
eralists a  day  of  unwonted  jubilee. 

On  the  26th  of  July  New  York,  by  a  bare  majority,  be- 
-came  the  eleventh  ratifying  state.  Inflationists  in  North  Car- 
olina and  Rhode  Island  held  the  balance  of  power  and  pre- 
vented those  states  from  ratifying  before  the  new  government 
was  organized. 

Necessity  was  that  which  decided  the  question,  and  which 
encouraged  the  federalists  to  continue  their  efforts  till  they 
could  win  over  a  sufficient  number  of  the  opposing  majority. 
The  scale  was  wavered  to  the  last,  but  in  the  end  the  feder- 
alists triumphed,  and  the  constitution  was  accepted  with  re- 
luctance as  the  only  hope  of  the  existence  of  the  United  States. 
.  Alexander  Hamilton,  of  New  York,  and  James  Madison, 
of  Virginia,  were  distinguished  advocates  of  the  constitution, 
and  the  country  owes  them  a  lasting  debt  of  gratitude  for 
their  untiring  efforts  in  securing  to  posterity  a  substantial 
and  lasting  government. 

PRESIDENTIAL    ELECTION    OF    1789. 

The  first  Wednesday  in  January,  17>89,  was  set  by  the  Con- 
tinental Congress  for  the  choice  of  presidential  electors,  the 
first  Wednesday  in  February  for  the  choice  of  a  President  and 
Vice-President  of  the  United  States  by  electors,  and  the  first 
Wednesday  in  March  for  commencing  proceedings  under  the 
constitution.  New  York  was  selected  by  Congress  as  the 
place   for   inaugurating   the    new   government.     The  whole 
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ooiinlry  leaned  upon  Washhigton  with  equal  confidence  and 
safi»ty.  He  was  not  known  to  be  a  fiKlernliat  or  an  anti- 
fedcralist,  beyond  the  assurance  given  tliat  he  was  on  the 
constitutional  side.  He.was  selected  for  President  without 
a  competitor.  There  wore  a  number  of  candidates  for  the 
Vice- Presidency,  the  most  prominent  among:  whom  were 
John  Hancock,  Samuel  Adams,  and  John  Adams.  The  lat- 
ter, having  returned  from  a  mission  at  London,  was  chosen 
by  the  electors  Vice-President  of  the  United  States.  Ac- 
cording to  the  constitution,  at  that  time,  the' candidate  who 
received  the  greatest  numl>er  of  electoral  vot«3  in  the  aggre- 
gate, if  a  majority,  became  President  of  the  United  States, 
while  the  one  who  i-eceived  the  next  largest  number  of  votes 
would  be  Vice-President.  The  unanimous  vote  for  Wash- 
ington was  sixty-nine;  the  vote  for  Adams  was  tliirty-fcur. 

This  first  trial  of  the  electoral  plan  showed  that  the  states 
were  esposed  to  the  danger  of  secret  cabals  among  party 
leaders. 

WORK    OF   THE   COSTIXEXTAI,    COSOBES5S. 

Amid  all  the  discouraging  circumstances,  Congress  never 
lost  sight  of  the  great  object  for  which  America  was  contend- 
ing. While  danger  was  great,  the  states  supported  it  and 
complied  with  its  wishes ;  but  as  this  stimulus  to  action  was 
removed  the  recommendations  of  Congress  were  neglected,  and 
finally  the  body  was  scoffed  at  for  its  impotence,  the  states 
boasting  of  their  neglect  of  duty.  But  the  general  Congress, 
with  all  its  embarrassments,  jterformed  the  arduous  labors  to 
which  it  had  been  called,  with  honor  to  itself  and  credit  to 
the  country.  Its  most  imjmrtaut  legislation,  after  concluding 
the  treaty  of  peace,  was  the  enactment  of  the  ordinance  of 
1787,  entitled,  "  An  ordinance  for  the  government  of  the  ter- 
ritory of  the  United  States  northwest  of  the  Ohio."  This 
ordinance  secured  fi-eedora  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  territory, 
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and  remains  a  lasting  monument  to  the  wisdom  and  foresight 
of  Congress,  standing  out  as  the  last  brilliant  achievement  of 
a  paralytic,  dying  assembly,  "which  in  the  first  immortal 
prime  had  rung  its  clarion  across  the  seas." 

PARTY   ACTION    FROM    1781    TO    1787. 

When  the  revolutionary  war  ended,  there  was  but  one  party 
in  the  United  States.  It  was  composed  of  whigs,  and  had  no 
organization ;  nor  did  it  need  any,  because  its  former  oppo- 
nents, the  tories,  had  been  killed,  banished,  converted,  or 
allowed  to  remain  in  political  obscurity.  The  powers  over 
the  colonies,  which  the  king  had  abandoned,  were  seized  by 
the  state  legislatures,  and  formally  held  through  the  Arti- 
cles of  Confederation.  "  State  pride  increased  as  the  Union 
languished."  From  the  close  of  the  war  to  1787,  political 
issues  were  chiefly  k)cal  and  uninteresting,  the  tendencies  of 
party  being  to  denationalizt;  and  break  up  into  fragments.  In 
each  state,  the  road  to  popularity  was  to  laud  and  foster  state 
pride  and  inspire  a  jeak)usy  of  the  Continental  Congress. 
Conservative  whigs  complained  that  the  treatment  of  the 
tories  by  the  radical  whigs  had  been  too  severe,  and  obtained 
for  the  royalists,  in  some  states,  a  modification  of  the  most 
severe  confiscation  acts.  Over  the  adoption  of  state  consti- 
tutions there  were  diiferences  of  opinion,  some  fnimers  advo- 
cating one  thing  and  some  another.  The  amendment  of  the 
constitution  of  Pennsylvania  occasioned  a  violent  political 
contest,  the  people  arraying  themselves  in  two  opposing  par- 
ties; those  seeking  to  amend  the  state  constitution  were 
styled  "republicans;"  those  opposing  all  change  were  styled 
"constitutionalists."  No  organization  of  national  parties  on 
ballot-box  issues  was  known  in  America  prior  to  the  consti- 
tutional convention  of  1787.  The  sinij)lcst  mechanism  of  i>o- 
litical  parties  was  but  little  known  and  appreciated.     (Plate 

VI.) 
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PARTICVLARISTS. 


The  American  whigs  were  composed  of  men  holding  opjK)- 
site  views  on  national  government.  The  mass  of  the  popu- 
lation held  to  the  idea  that  the  state  government  shuuld  he 
supreme.  They  were  devoted  to  the  ^v■o^Bhip  of  their  native 
cnmmonweutth,  and  inc-lined  to  look  upon  a  central  govern- 
ment very  much  at  they  had  looked  upon  the  sovereign  of 
Engkud.  They  were  unwilling  that  a  eentral  authority 
should  have  jwwtT  to  coerce  a  state.  They  feared  that  a 
national  government  would  deprive  the  states  of  their  free- 
dom, and  estatblish  <iver  them  a  sovereignty  as  objectionable 
as  the  one  from  which  they  had  freed  themselves  by  the  force 
of  arms.  They  believed  in  a  wntml  government,  limited  in 
powers,  democratic  in  gpirit,  and  republican  in  form;  but 
they  were  jealous  of  delegated  authority,  and  looked  with 
Buspicion  upon  every  effort  tending  toward  centralization  of 
government.  They  had  been  brought  to  these  conclusions 
by  their  own  experience  and  that  of  their  forefathers,  on 
"  whose  hearts  the  fires  of  persecution  had  burned  a  hatred 
of  royalty  too  deep  to  be  erased."  Such  was  the  belief  of  a 
large  majority  of  the  American  whigs,  and  because  of  their 
devotion  to  their  separate  commonwealths,  they  are  appro- 
priately styled  "  particularists."     (Plate  VI.) 

STRONG-GOVERNMENT  MEN. 
Apart  from  the  majority  of  whigs  who  constituted  the  par- 
ticnlarist^,  there  were  a  few  advanced  thinkers,  like  Hamil- 
ton, who  foresaw  the  evils  that  would  arise  without  a  modifi- 
cation of  Existing  government  among  the  states,  and  who 
believed  that  a  government  modeled  after  that  of  England 
should  be  established  over  the  United  States.  They  thought 
that  the  government  of  the  states  should  be  reduced  in  im- 
portance, and  much  of  their  authority  conferred  upon  a  cen- 
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tral  government.  Without  such  modifications,  they  did  not 
believe  the  exigencies  of  the  public  service  could  be  met. 
These  partisans  are  called  "strong-government  men."  The 
pressing  matters  of  the  Revolution  prevented  a  discussion 
between  the  particularists  and  strong-government  men ;  but 
during  the  dull  seven  years  between  the  close  of  hostilities 
and  the  constitutional  convention  the  weakness  of  the  eon- 
federation  caused  the  latter  to  gain  sCme  adherents.  (Plate 
VI.) 

FEDERAL   PARTY. 

Notwithstanding  the  bad  government  which  followed  the 
Revolution,  there  was  great  material  prosperity  in  the 
United  States.  Commerce  had  developed  a  commercial  class, 
capital  a  creditor  class,  and  in  the  south,  property,  a'property- 
owning  class.  These  classes,  being  strong-ggvernment  men, 
united  for  the  control  of  the  constitutional  convention  of 
1787,  and  forming  a  new  party,  left  the  particularists  to  their 
prejudices.  When  the  constitution  was  published  for  ratifi- 
cation, local  issues  were  absorbed  into  the  national  one,  "and 
in  a  brief  space  the  whole  country  was  studded  with  the 
camps  of  two  great  political  parties.''  The  friends  of  the 
constitution  initiated  the t^ampaign,  and  put  forth  their  efforts 
to  secure  the  ratification  of  the  new  instrument.  They  as- 
sumed for  themselves  the  name  of  "federal,"  and  fixed  upon 
their  o])poncnts  the  appellatiou  of  "anti-federal."  The  gov- 
ernment of  the  confederation  w^as  strictly  federal,  and  it 
would  seem  natural  that  those  who  favored  it  should  take  the 
name  of  federal ;  but  the  constitutionalists,  or  strong  govern- 
ment men,  for  politic4il  effect,  captured  this  name,  though  the 
government  for  which  they  contended  was  less  federal  than 
that  supported  by  their  opponents.  The  constitutionalists, 
in  managing  their  cause,  avoided  putting  stress  upon  the 
national  feature  of  their  new  plan,  and,  boasting  little  of  the 
merits  of  the  constitution,  they  sought,  most  of  all,  to  j>er- 
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eiiade  tlie  poojile  that  ^\'itliout  its  ndoptiun  dlfiunion  ' 
inevitable.  Tliev  onter^l  the  field  prepared  for  the  contest,  hav- 
ing been  organized  for  action  by  thfir  efforts  prior  to  and 
during  the  convention.  Though  at  first  in  the  minority, 
they  p<jsseKsed  tlie  advantages  of  tact,  ability,  orgnniiation, 
and  a  definite  remedy  for  existing  evils.  They  heard  at  the 
convention  arguments  for  and  against  the  eonstitution,  and 
entered  the  political  arena  fully  prepared  for  their  task. 

When  the  aiiti-fedcraiiMts  stated  their  objections  to  the  new 
constitution,  they  were  met  hy  a  "complete  exposition  of 
the  new  plan,  article  by  article,  in  the  public  prints."  Dis- 
cussions upon  the  subject  of  ratification  were  carried  ou 
through  the  press,  in- local  legislatures,  and  in  public  ansem- 
blies.  In  a  Xew  York  newspaper,  there  appeared  under  the 
name  of  Publiiis,  eighty-five  short,  pithy,  and  animated  essays, 
fiivoring  the  adoption  of  the  constitution.  These  essays, 
written  by  Hamilton,  Madison,  and  Jay,  have  been  preser\-ed 
in  a  book  called  the  "Federalist,"  "which  is  a  classic  in 
American  political  literature."  The  Federalist  ivas  more 
influential  than  all  other  campaign  documents,  and  it  is  re- 
garded this  day  as  the  best  commentary  ever  written  upon 
the  national  constitution.  Jay,  Wilson,  Hamilton,  and  Mad- 
ison were  especially  conspicuous  as  federal  leaders.  The 
labors  of  the  federajists  had  the  desired  effect,  and  to  them 
belongs  the  honor  of  creating  a  governmental  machine  which 
satisfies  the  American  people,  and  meets  the  demands  of  our 
public  service.     (Plate  VI,) 

THE  ANTI-FED  ERA  I.  PARTY. 
When  the  plan  of  union  under  the  constitution  was  made 
public,  the  particularists  arrayed  themselves  against  it  and 
supported  the  old  government,  which  was  strictly  federal  in 
its  nature.  Because  of  thissupport  the  name  of  federal  would 
natarally  belong  to  them  ;  but  the  efforts  of  Gerry  and  a  few 
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other  particiilarists  to  secure  this  party  title  and  give  their 
opponents  that  of  anti-federal  were  not  successful.  Their 
opponents  had  assumed  the  title  of  federal  because  of  its 
popularity,  and  because  of  their  desire  to  form  a  new  federal 
government,  and  thus  they  fastened  upon  the  particulai-ists 
the  title  of  anti-federal,  a  name  which  they  quickly  accepted 
as  indicating  opposition  to  a  strong  federal  government  under 
the  constitution.  There  belonged  to  this  party  all  who  consid- 
ered the  constitution  theoretical,  and  an  attempt  to  imitate 
European  monarchy ;  all  the  local  magnates  who  feared  that 
the  new  central  power  would  overshadow  them ;  and  "  all  the 
small  farmers  who  dreaded  the  addition  of  federal  to  state 
taxes."  Their  opposition  to  the  new  instrument  was  over- 
come in  all  the  states  except  Rhode  Island  and  North  Car- 
olina. 

In  objecting  to  the  constitution  the  anti-federalists  urged 
that  its  adoption  would  consolidate  the  states ;  would  endan- 
ger personal  liberty,  since  the  instrument  furnished  no  secur- 
ity for  freedom  of  speech  and  liberty  of  the  press ;  would 
place  standing  armies  under  too  little  restraint ;  would  force 
smaller  states  to  sacrifice  to  the  larger;  and  would  empower 
the  federal  judiciary  to  enforce  the  collection  of  British  debts 
under  the  treaty  of  1783.  The  friends  of  repudiation,  stay- 
laws,  state  paper  money,  and  the  dismembering  of  old  states 
belonged  to  the  anti-federal  party.  Much  of  the  anti-federal 
criticism  was  just,  and  especially  that  part  which  required  a 
fuller  bill  of  rights.  The  weakest  parts  of  the  constitution 
escaped  notice,  the  federalists  leaving  their  opponents  to  find 
them  out  as  best  thev  could. 

The  anti-federal  party  "represented  very  fairly  the  ideas 
and  feelings  that  prevailed  with  the  masses  during  the  Rev- 
olution." Patrick  Henry,  Samuel  Adams,  John  Hancock, 
and  George  Clinton  were  most  prominent  among  the  anti- 
federal  leaders.     This  party  distrusted  the  motives  of  the  op- 


rOXFEDERATIOS    POLITICS.  55 

position  and  feared  that  the  gtrong  govcnimeut  whtcli  the 
federalists  wished  tn  establish  would  be  disposed  to  grasp  at 
power  and  become,  eveiitiially,  oppressive  and  tyranaical. 
Tbeir  suspicions  led  them  to  antagonize  measures  which  they 
fltherwise  would  have  supported.  They  appealed  to  the  peace 
the  country  was  enjoying  as  an  evidence  that  the  condition  of 
the  nation  was  not  as  deplorable  as  represented  by  their  op- 
ponents. They  regarded  the  confederation  as  sufficitut  to 
meet  the  wants  of  the  Union.  Nothing  but  necessity  led 
them  to  a  change  of  opinion.  As  by  degrt»s  the  Union  ap- 
proached disaoluiion,  certain  anti-federn lists  would  accept  the 
views  of  the  oppoi^ition.  In  every  state  they  fought  the  con- 
stitution, yielding  only  as  compelled  by  necessity  and  the  ar- 
guments and  tactics  of  the  fcdcraliwtp.  Thcnnti-fedcral  party 
was  in  power  till  the  beginning  of  the  government  under  the 
constitution.  The  ojifwsition  of  the  anti-federals  was  not 
without  fruits,  since  through  them  was  obtained  amendments 
to  the  new  instrument,  securing  such  provisions  as  ultimately 
reconciled  all  Americans  and  aided  in  engendering  for  the 
constitution  an  admiration  iu  all  sections  of  the  Union. 
(Plate  VI.) 
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To  all  to  whom  these  pre^ent.i  shall  come,  we,  the  undersigned  delegates 
of  the  stales  nfliKed  to  our  names,  send  greeting: 

WiiEREA.s,  The  delegates  of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress 
assembled,  did,  on  the  ]5tU  day  of  ^t'ovember,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
1777,  and  Jn  the  second  year  of  the  inde]*n(lence  of  America,  agree  to  cer- 
tain articles  of  confederation  und  perpetual  union  between  tiie  (States  of 
Xew  Hampshire,  Mnssacjiiisetts-bay,  Rhode  Inland  and  Providence  Plan- 
tation, Connecticut,  New  York,  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Delaware, 
Maryland,  Vii^inia,  North  Carolina,  South  Carolina,  and  Georgia,  in  the 
words  following,  viz : 

"Articles  of  Confederation  and  Perpetual  Union  between  the  States  of 
New  Hampshire,  Massach  use  Its-bay,  Rhode  Island  and  Providence  Plan- 
tation, Connecticut,  New  York,  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Delaware, 
Maryland,  Virginia,  Norlli  Carolina,  South  Carolina,  and  Georgia." 

Article  I.   Thestyle  of  tliis  confederacy  shall  be"The  Unite<l  States  of 

Article  II.  Eachstate  retains  its  sovereignty,  freedom,  and  independ- 
ence, and  every  power,  jurisdiction,  and  right,  which  is  not  by  this  confed- 
eration expressly  delegated  to  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled. 

Article  III.  The  said  states  hereby  severally  enter  into  a  firm  league  of 
friendsliip  with  each  other,  for  their  common  defense,  the  security  of  tlieir 
liberties,  and  their  mutual  and  general  welfare,  binding  themselves  to  as- 
sist eacii  other,  against  all  force  offered  lo,  or  attacks  made  upon  them,  on 
account  of  religion,  sovereignty,  trade,  or  any  other  preteniic  whatever. 
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Article  IV.  The  better  to  secure  and  perpetuate  mutual  friendship  and 
intercourse  among  the  people  of  the  different  states  in  the  Union,  the  free 
inhabitants  of  each  of  these  states,  paui)ers,  vagabonds,  and  fugitives  from 
justice  excepto<i,  shall  l>e  entitled  to  all  privileges  and  immunities  of  free 
citizens  in  the  several  states  ;  and  that  the  people  of  each  state  shall  have 
free  ingress  and  regress  to  and  from  any  other  state,  and  shall  enjoy 
therein  all  the  privileges  of  trade  and  commerce,  subject  to  the  same  du- 
ties, impositions,  and  restrictions  as  the  inhabitants  thereof  respectively, 
providecl  that  such  restfiction  shall  not  extend  so  far  as  to  prevent  the  re- 
moval of  property  imported  into  any  state,  to  any  other  state  of  which  the 
owner  is  an  inhabitant ;  provided  also,  that  no  imposition,  duties,  or  re- 
striction shall  be  laid  by  any  state,  on  the  property  of  the  United  States, 
or  either  of  them. 

If  any  person  guilty  of,  or  charged  with  treason,  felony,  or  other  high 
misdemeanor  in  any  state,  shall  flee  from  justice,  and  be  found  in  any  of 
the  Unite<l  States,  he  shall,  ujjon  demand  of  the  Governor  or  executive 
power,  of  the  state  from  which  he  fled,  be  delivered  up  and  removed  to  the 
state  having  jurisdiction  of  his  offense. 

Full  faith  and  credit  shall  be  given  in  each  of  these  states  to  the  records, 
acts,  and  judicial  proceedings  of  the  courts  and  magistrates  of  every  other 
state. 

A  RTICLE  V.  For  the  more  convenient  management  of  the  general  interest 
of  the  United  States,  delegates  shall  be  annually  appointed  in  such  man- 
ner as  the  legislature  of  each  state  shall  direct,  to  meet  in  Congress  on  the 
first  Monday  in  Novcmlx»r,  in  every  year,  with  a  power  reserved  to  each 
state  to  recall  its  delegates,  or  any  of  them,  at  any  time  within  the  year, 
and  to  send  (►thers  in  their  stead,  for  the  remainder  of  the  year. 

No  state  shall  be  represented  in  Congress  by  less  than  two,  nor  by  more 
than  seven  members;  and  no  person  shall  be  capable  of  being  a  delegate 
for  more  than  three  years  in  any  term  of  six  years;  nor  shall  any  person, 
being  a  delegate,  be  capable  of  holding  any  office  under  the  United  States, 
for  which  he,  or  another  for  his  benefit,  receives  any  salary,  fees,  or  emolu- 
ment of  anv  kind. 

Each  state  shall  maintain  its  own  delegates  in  any  meeting  of  the  states, 
and  while  thev  act  as  members  of  the  committee  of  the  states. 

In  determining  questions  in  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled, 
each  state  shall  have  one  vote. 

Freedom  of  speech  and  debate  in  Congress  shall  not  be  impeached  or 
questioned  in  any  court  or  place  out  of  Congress,  and  the  members  of  Con- 
gress shall  be  protected  in  their  persons  from  arrests  and  imprisonments, 
during  the  time  of  their  going  to  and  from,  and  attendance  in  Congress, 
except  for  treason,  felony,  or  breach  of  the  peace. 
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Article  VI.  No  state,  without  the  consent  of  the  United  States  in  Con- 
jrress  assembled,  shall  send  any  embassy  to,  or  receive  any  embassy  from, 
or  enter  into  any  conference,  agreement,  alliance,  or  treaty  with  any  king, 
prince,  or  state;  nor  shall  any  person  holding  any  office  of  profit  or  trust 
under  the  states,  or  any  of  them,  accept  any  present,  emolument,  office,  or 
title  of  any  kind  whatever  from  any  king,  prince,  or  foreign  state;  nor 
shall  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  or  any  of  them,  grant  any 
title  of  nobilitv. 

Xo  two  or  more  states  shall  enter  into  any  treaty,  confederation,  or  alli- 
ance whatever  between  them,  without  the  consent  of  the  United  States  in 
Congress  assembled,  specifying  accurately  the  purposes  for  which  the  same 
is  to  l>e  entered  into,  and  how  long  it  shall  continue. 

No  state  shall  lay  any  imports  or  duties,  which  may  interfere  with  any 
stipulation  in  treaties,  entered  into  by  the  United  States  in  Congress  as- 
sembled, with  any  king,  prince,  or  state,  in  pursuance  of  any  treaties  al- 
r€fady  proposed  by  Congress  to  the  courts  of  France  and  Spain. 

No  vessels  of  war  shall  be  kept  up  in  time  of  peace  by  any  state,  except 
sncli  nurnber  onlv  as  shall  be  <k*enK'(l  necessary  bv  the  United  States  in 
C-m^Ti'ss  assenil)led,  for  tlie  (iefense  oi  such  state,  or  its  tradu;  nor  sliall 
any  bo<ly  of  forces  be  kept  up  by  any  state,  in  time  of  peace,  except  such 
number  only  as  in  the  judgment  of  the  I'nited  States  in  C(»nu:ress  assem- 
bled, shall  be  deemed  recjuisite  to  govern  in  the  forts  necessary  for  the  de- 
fense of  such  state;  hut  every  state  shall  always  keej)  up  a  well  regulated 
and  tliscij)lined  militia,  sufficiently  armed  and  accoutred,  and  shall  pro- 
vide and  have  constantly  ready  for  use,  in  ])uhlic  stores,  a  due  number 
i>i  tield  pieces  and  tents,  and  a  proper  (piantity  of  arms,  amnnmition 
and  camp  e<piipage. 

No  state  shall  engage  in  any  war  without  the  consent  of  the  United 
Stal«*s  in  Congress  assend)led,  unless  such  state  be  actiially  invadetl  by 
enemies,  or  shall  have  received  certain  advice  of  a  roolution  being 
formed  by  some  nation  of  Indians  to  invade  such  state,  and  the  danger  is 
>o  imminent  as  not  to  admit  of  a  delay,  till  the  United  States  in  Congress 
as-einbled  can  be  consulte<l ;  nor  shall  any  state  grant  commissions  to  any 
ships  or  ves>els  of  war,  nor  letters  of  manpie  ()r  reprisal,  except  it  be  after 
a  declar.'ition  of  war  by  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  and  then 
<»nly  against  the  kingdom  or  state  aiul  the  subjects  thereof  against  which 
war  has  Ix-en  so  declared,  and  under  •»nch  regulati(ms  as  shall  be  estab- 
lished by  the  United  States  in  Conjrrcss  assemhled,  nnlcss  nucIi  state  be 
irift"-letl  by  pirates,  in  which  case  ve-^eU  of  war  may  he  litted  out  for  that 
<Kea**ion.  and  kejjt  so  long  as  tlu'  dani^er  shall  continiU',  or  until  the 
Unit«'<l  Slates  in  Congress  assembled  shall  det(»rnune  otherwise. 

Aktici.k  VII.    When  land  forces  are  raised  by  any  ^tate  for  the  common 
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defense,  nil  officers  of  or  under  the  rank  of  colonel  shall  be  appointed  by 
the  legislature  of  each  state  respectively  by  whom  such  forces  shall  be 
raised)  or  in  such  manner  as  such  state  shall  direct,  and  all  vacancies 
shall  be  filled  up  by  the  state  which  first  made  the  appointment. 

Article  VIII.  All  charges  of  war,  and  all  other  expenses  that  shall  be 
incurred  for  the  common  defense  or  general  welfare,  and  allowed  by  the 
United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  shall  be  defrayed  out  of  a  cq^imon 
treasury,  which  shall  be  supplied  by  the  several  states,  in  proportion  to 
the  value  of  all  land  within  each  state,  granted  to  or  surveyed  for  any 
person,  as  such  land  and  the  buildings  and  improvements  thereon  shall  be 
estimated,  according  to  such  modes  as  the  United  States  in  Congress  assem- 
bled shall  from  time  to  .time  direct  and  appoint.  The  taxes  for  paying 
that  proportion  shall  be  laid  and  levied  by  the  authority  and  directions 
of  the  legislatures  of  the  several  states,  within  the  time  agreed  upon  by 
the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled. 

Article  IX.  The  United  States  in  Congress  assembled  shall  have  the 
sole  and  exclusive  right  and  power  of  determining  on  peace  and  war,  ex- 
cept in  the  cases  mentioned  in  the  sixth  article ;  of  sending  and  receiving 
ambassadors;  entering  into  treaties  and  alliances,  provided  that  no  treaty 
of  commerce  shall  be  made  whereby  the  legislative  power  of  the  respftctive 
states  shall  be  restrained  from  imposing  such  imposts  and  duties  on  for- 
eigners as  their  own  people  are  subjected  to,  or  from  prohibiting  the  ex- 
portation or  importation  of  any  species  of  goods  or  commodities  whatso- 
ever; of  establishing  rules  for  deciding,  in  all  cases,  what  captures  on. 
land  or  water  shall  be  legal,  and  in  what  manner  prizes  taken  by  land  or 
naval  forces  in  the  service  of  the  United  States  shall  be  divided  or  appro- 
priated ;  of  granting?  letters  of  marque  and  reprisal  in  times  of  peace;  ap- 
pointing courts  for  the  trial  of  piracies  and  felonies  committed  on  the  high 
seas,  and  establishing  courts  for  receiving  and  determining  finally  appeals 
in  all  cases  of  capture,  provided  that  no  member  of  Congress  shall  be  ap- 
pointed a  judge  of  any  of  the  said  courts. 

The  United  States  in  Congress  assembleil  shall  also  be  the  last  resort  on 
apjieal  in  all  disputes  and  difTerences  now  subsisting  or  that  hereafter  may 
arise  between  two  or  more  states  concerning  boundary,  jurisdiction,  or  any 
other  cause  whatever;  which  authoritv  shall  alwavs  be  exercised  in  the 
manner  following:  Whenever  the  legislative  or  executive  authority,  or 
lawful  agent  of  any  state  in  controversv  with  another,  shall  present  a  j)e- 
tition  to  Congress,  stating  the  matter  in  question,  and  praying  for  a  hear- 
ing, notice  thereof  shall  be  given,  by  order  of  Congress,  to  the  legislative 
or  executive  authoritv  of  the  other  state  in  ct>ntroverKV,  and  a  dav  as- 
signed  for  tlie  api>earance  of  the  parties  by  their  lawful  agents,  who  shall 
then  be  directed  to  appoint,  by  joint  consent,  commissioners  or  judges  to 
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constitute  a  court  for  hearing  and  determining  the  matter  in  question ; 
but  if  they  can  not  agree,  Congress  shall  name  three  persons  out  of  each 
of  the  United  States,  and  from  the  list  of  such  persons  each  party  shall 
alternately  strike  out  one,  the  petitioners  beginning,  until  the  number 
shall  be  reduced  to  thirteen,  and  from  that  number  not  less  than  seven, 
nor  more  than  nine  names,  as  Congress  shall  direct,  shall,  in  the  presence 
of  Congress,  be  drawn  out  by  lot,  and  the  persons  whose  names  shall  be  so 
drawn,  or  any  five  of  them,  shall  be  commissioners  or  judges  to  hear  and 
finally  determine  the  controversy,  so  always  as  a  major  part  of  the  judges 
who  shall  hear  the  cause  shall  agree  in  the  determination;  and  if  either 
party  fihall  neglect  to  attend  at  the  day  appointed,  without  showing  rea- 
sons which  Congress  shall  judge  sufficient,  or  being  present,  shall  refuse  to 
strike,  the  Congress  shall  proceed  to  nominate  three  jHirsons  out  of  each 
state,  and  the  secretary  of  Congress  shall  strike,  in  behalf  of  such  party 
absent  or  refusing;  and  the  judgment  and  sentence  of  the  court  to  be  ap- 
pointed in  the  manner  before  prescribed,  shall  be  final  and  conclusive; 
and  if  any  of  the  parties  shall  refuse  to  submit  to  the  authority  of  such 
court,  or  to  appear  or  defend  their  claim  or  cause,  the  court  shall  never- 
theless proceed  to  pronounce  sentence,  or  judgment,  which  shall  in  like 
manner  he  final  and  decisive,  the  judguient  or  sentence  and  other  proceed- 
ings ]>eing  in  either  case  transmitted  to  (on^^Tess,  and  lodged  among  the 
acl<  of  ('«»ngress  for  the  security  of  the  parties  concerned;  ])rovitle(l  that 
♦  Very  commissioner,  before  lie  sits  in  judgment,  shall  take  an  oath,  to  he 
ii«lniinistered  by  one  of  the  judges  of  the  supreme  or  superior  court  of  the 
>lale  wliere  the  cause  shall  be  tried,  "well  and  truly  to  hear  and  deter- 
mine  the  matter  in  question,  according  to  the  best  of  his  judgment,  with- 
out favor,  affection,  or  ho]>e  of  reward  ;  "  provided,  also,  that  no  state  shall 
Iw?  deprived  of  territory  for  the  benefit  of  the  United  States. 

All  controversies  concerning  the  private  right  of  soil  claimed  under  dif- 
ferent grants  of  two  or  more  states,  whose  jurisdictions  as  they  may  respect 
*;nch  lands,  and  the  states  which  passed  such  grants  are  adjusted,  the  said 
grants,  or  either  of  them,  being  at  the  same  time  claimed  to  have  origin- 
ate<l  antecedent  to  such  settlement  of  jurisdiction,  shall,  on  the  petition  of 
either  party  to  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  be  finally  determined, 
as  near  as  nu\y  be,  in  the  same  manner  as  is  before  prescribed  for  deciding 
disputes  respecting  territorial  jurisdictic^n  between  diflerent  states. 

The  United  States  in,  Congress  assemhled,  shall  also  have  the  sole  and 
exclusive  right  and  power  of  regulating  the  alloy  and  value  of  coin  struck 
by  their  own  authority,  or  by  that  of  the  respective  states;  fixing  the 
?^tandard  of  weights  and  measures  throughout  the  United  States;  regula- 
ting the  tra<le  and  managing  all  the  afPaiij^with  the  Indians,  not  members 
of  any  of  the  states;  provided  that  the  legislative  right  of  any  state  within 
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its  own  limits  be  not  infringed  or  violated;  establishing  or  regulating 
post-offices  from  one  state  to  another  throughout  all  the  United  States, 
and  exacting  such  postage  on  the  papers  passing  through  the  same  as  may 
be  necessary  to  defray  the  expenses  of  the  said  office;  appointing  all 
officers  of  the  land  forces  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  except  regi- 
mental officers;  appointing  all  the  officers  of  the  naval  forces,  and  com- 
missioning all  officers  whatever  in  the  service  of  the  United  States ;  mak- 
ing rules  for  the  government  and  regulation  of  said  land  and  naval  forces, 
and  directing  their  operations. 

The  United  States,  in  Omgress  assembled,  shall  have  authority  to  ap- 
point a  committee,  to  sit  in  the  recess  of  Congress,  to  be  denominated  "A 
committee  of  the  states,"  and  to  appoint  such  other  committees  and  civil 
officers  as  may  be  necessary  for  managing  the  general  affairs  of  the  United 
States  under  their  direction — to  appoint  one  of  their  number  to  preside, 
provided  that  no  person  be  allowed  to  serve  in  the  office  of  president  more 
than  one  year  in  any  term  of  three  years ;  to  ascertain  the  necessary  sums 
of  money  to  be  raised  for  the  service  of  the  United  States,  and  to  appro- 
priate and  apply  the  same  for  defraying  the  public  expenses — to  borrow 
money,  or  emit  bills  on  the  credit  of  the  United  States,  transmitting  every 
half  year  to  the  respective  states  an  account  of  the  sums  of  money  so  bor- 
rowed, or  emitted — to  build  and  equip  a  navy — to  agree  upon  the  number 
of  land  forces,  and  to  make  requisitions  from  each  state  for  its  quota,  in 
proportion  to  the  number  of  white  inhabitants  in  such  state;  which  re- 
quisition shall  be  binding,  and  thereupon  the  legislature  of  each  state 
shall  appoint  the  regimental  officers,  raise  the  men,  and  clothe,  arm,  and 
equip  them  in  a  soldier-like  manner,  at  the  expense  of  the  United  States; 
and  the  officers  and  men  so  clothed,  armed  and  equipped,  shall  march  to 
the  place  appointed,  and  within  the  time  agreed  on  by  the  United  States 
in  Congress  assembled.  But  if  the  United  States,  in  Congress  assembled, 
shall,  on  consideration  of  circumstances,  judge  proper  that  any  state  should 
not  raise  men,  or  should  raise  a  smaller  number  than  its  quota,  and  that 
any  other  state  should  raise  a  greater  number  of  men  than  the  quota 
thereof,  such  extra  number  shall  be  raised,  officered,  clothed,  armed,  and 
equipped  in  the  same  manner  as  the  quota  of  such  state,  unless  the  legis- 
lature of  such  state  shall  judge  that  such  extra  number  can  not  be  safely 
spared  out  of  the  same,  in  which  case  they  shall  raise,  officer,  clothe,  arm, 
and  equip  as  many  of  such  extra  number  as  they  judge  can  be  safely 
spared.  And  the  officers  and  men  so  clothed,  arnie«l,  and  equipped,  shall 
march  to  the  place  appointed,  and  within  tlie  time  agree<l  on  by  the  United 
States  in  Congress  a.ssenil>led. 

The  United  States  in  Congress  assembled  sliall  never  engage  in  a  war, 
nor  grant  letters  of  marque  and  reprisal  in  time  of  peace,  nor  enter  into 
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•ny  trenlies  or  alliances,  nor  coin  money,  nor  regulate  the  value  thereut, 
not  nwcrtaiu  the  sums  and  expenses  necessary  for  the  defense  and  welfare 
ni  tJie  L'niled  States,  or  any  of  them,  nor  emit  bilU,  nor  borroir  money 
on  the  credit  of  the  United  States,  nor  appropriate  money,  nor  agree  upon 
tlic  nuiDber  of  vessels  of  war  to  be  built  or  purchased,  or  the  number  of 
[«Dd  or  (isa  forc«e  to  be  raised,  nor  apgoiot  ii  commander-in-chief  of  the 
amiy  and  navy,  anless  nine  slates  assent  to  the  same;  norshall  aijuestlon 
an  any  other  point,  except  for  adjourning  from  day  to  day,  be  delenniutid, 
unless  by  the  vote  of  a  majority  of  the  United  States  in  Congress  assem- 
bled. 

The  Congress  of  the  United  States  shall  have  power  to  adjourn  to  any 
time  within  [he  year,  and  lo  any  place  within  the  United  Statee,  so  that 
no  period  of  adjournment  be  for  a  longer  duration  than  for  the  space  of 
eix  months,  and  shall  publish  the  joiimal  of  their  proceedings  monthly, 
except  sDcli  parCs  thereof  relating  to  trenticx,  ullinnuiu,  or  military  opera- 
tions, as  in  tlicir  judgment  require  secrecy ;  and  the  yeas  and  nays  nf  tlie 
delet^tes  of  each  atale  on  any  question  shall  be  entered  on  the  joDmalj 
when  it  is  desirtil  by  imy  delogule;  and  the  deli-gutcs  of  u  stiitf,  or  any  of 
tfaem,  at  his  or  their  request,  shall  be  furnished  with  a  transcript  of  the 
said  journal,  except  such  parts  as  are  above  excepted,  to  lay  before  the 
lepslatures  of  the  several  states. 

Article  X.  The  committee  of  the  states,  or  any  nine  of  them,  shall 
be  authorised  to  execute,  in  the  recess  of  Congress,  such  of  the  powers  of 
Congress  as  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  by  the  consent  of 
nine  states,  shall,  from  lime  to  time,  think  expedient  to  Test  (hem  with; 
provided  that  no  power  be  delegated  to  the  said  committee,  for  the  exer- 
cise of  which,  by  the  articles  of  confederation,  the  voice  of  nine  states  in 
the  Congress  of  the  United  States  assembled  is  requisite. 

Ahticle  XI.  Canada,  acceding  to  this  confederation,  and  joining  in  the 
measures  of  the  United  States,  shall  be  admitted  into,  and  entitled  to  all 
the  advantages  of  this  Union;  but  no  other  colony  shall  be  admitted  into 
the  aame,  unless  such  admission  be  agreed  to  by  nine  states. 

Akticlb  XII.  .\ll  bills  of  credit  emitted,  moneys  borrowed,  and  debts 
contracted  by,  or  under  the  authority  of  Congress,  before  the  assembling 
of  the  United  States,  in  pursuance  of  the  present  confederation,  shall  be 
deemed  and  considered  as  a  charge  against  the  United  States,  for  pay- 
ment and  satisfaction  whereof  the  said  United  States  and  the  public 
faith  are  hereby  solemnly  pledged. 

AbticleXIII.  Every  state  shall  abide  by  the  determinations  of  the 
United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  on  all  questions  which,  by  this 
confederation,  are  submitted  to  them. .  And  the  Articles  of  this  Confedera- 
tion shall  be  inviolably  observed  by  every  state,  and   the   Union  shall 
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be  perpetual;  nor  shall  any  alteration  at  any  time   hereafter  be 
in  any  of  them,  unless  such  alteration  be  agreed  to  in  a  Congress  of 
United  States,  and  be  afterward  confirmed  by  the  legislatures  of 
state. 

And  Whereas,  It  hath  pleased  the  Great  Governor  of  the  world 
incline  the  hearts  of  the  legislatures,  we  respectively  represent  in 
gress,  to  approve  of,  and  to  authorize  us  to  ratify  the  said  Articles 
Confederation  and  perpetual  Union.    Know  ye,  that  we,  the  undei 
delegates,  by  virtue  of  the  power  and  authority  to  us  given  for  thai 
pose,  do  by  these  presents,  in  the  name  and  in  behalf  of  our  res] 
•constituents,  fully  and  entirely  ratify   and   confirm  each  and  eveiy 
the  said  Articles  of   Confederation   and  perpetual  Union,   and  all 
singular  the  matters  and  things  therein  contained.    And  we  do  fai 
solemnly  plight  and  engage  the  faith  of  our  respective  constituents^ 
they  shall  abide  by  the  determinations  of  the  United  States  in  Coi 
assembled,  on  al]  questions  which  by  the  said  confederation  are  subi 
to  them ;   and   that  the  articles  thereof  shall  be  inviolably  observed 
-the  states  we  respectively  represent ;   and  that  the  Union  shall  be 
petual.    In  witness  whereof  we  have  hereunto  set  our  hands  in  Con{ 
Done  at  Philadelphia,  in  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  the  9th  day  of  Ji 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  1778,  and  in  the  third  year  of  the  Independi 
of  America. 
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March  4th,  1789,  was  the  time  fixed  upon  for  the  forma! 
First  r«D^eS9,  t  inangurntion  of  the  new  government,  btit  it 
Extra  Session,  f  wbs  not  until  April  6th  that  a  sufficient 
niinibcr  of  Congressmen  arrived  in  New  York  to  constitute  a 
quorum  and  count  the  electoral  votes.  Washington  took  the 
oath  of  office  April  29th,  the  Vice-President  having  taken 
his  place  as  president  of  the  S<'nate  a  few  days  before.  Thus, 
at  the  dissolution  of  the  confederation,  the  Federal  party 
passed  into  power  and  assumed  control  of  the  national  legis- 
lature. The  first  duty  of  the  party  was  that  of  organizing  a 
government  based  upon  the  constitution — a  task  requiring 
time,  patience,  and  deliberation.  Washington,  wishing  to  be 
a  mediator  between  the  political  parties,  and  to  show  that  the 
administration  had  only  the  best  wishes  of  the  country  at 
heart,  formed  his  cabinet  of  men  holding  opposite  political 
views.  In  a  democratic  ."tate  like  ours  the  executive  can  not 
long  hold  the  position  of  a  mediator  if  he  is  not  sustained  by 
a  compromise  party  among  the  people.  Washington  himself, 
80  well  fitted  to  play  this  )»art,  was  forced  more  and  more  to 
surrender  his  jwsition  in  ri'latioii  to  parties.  His  first  admin- 
istration was  devoted  to  the  establishment  of  an  internal 
policy.  The  anti-federalists  became  the  determined  oppo- 
nents of  this  policy,  as  well  as  of  his  external  policy  developed 
during  his  second  administration. 
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ANTI-FEDERALS   ORGANIZE. 

At  the  beginning  of  Washington's  administration  the  anti- 
federals  did  not  constitute  an  organized  opposition  to  the 
party  in  power ;  but  as  new  measures  of  the  government 
were  advanced,  they  were  taken  as  issues  for  drawing  party 
lines,  and  for  perfecting  and  strengthening  the  ranks  of  the 
minority.  The  antagonistic  views  held  by  Hamilton  and 
Jefferson,  members  of  Wasliington's  cabinet,  on  the  subject 
of  government,  aided  greatly  in  establishing  party  lines. 
Their  ideas  made  their  way  into  Congress,  thence  among  the 
people,  and  formed,  principally,  the  issues  on  which  the  polit- 
ical parties  were  divided  for  a  number  of  succeeding  adminis- 
trations. Hamilton  was  the  leader  of  the  federal  party,  and 
Jefferson  of  the  opjwsition. 

TARIFF   AND   THE   REGULATION   OF   COMMERCE. 

During  the  first  session  of  Congress  a  law  was  passed,  in 
which  the  principle  of  a  protective  tariff  was  recognized  by 
declaring  it  to  be  "  necessary  for  the  support  of  government, 
for  the  discharge  of  the  debts  of  the  United  States,  and  the 
encouragement  of  manufactures,  that  duties  be  laid  on  goods, 
wares,  and  merchandise  imported."  In  the  passage  of  this 
measure  the  government  recognized  the  principle  of  a  pro- 
tective tariff,  and  the  discussion  which  it  called  forth  mainly 
shaped  the  issues  on  this  question  for  all  subsequent  contro- 
versies. Hamilton's  report  on  the  subject,  made  after  the 
law  was  passed,  is  regarded  by  free-traders  as  most  cunningly 
devised,  and  by  protectionists  as  containing  arguments  never 
yet  answered.  The  policy  of  coercing  foreign  states  by 
means  of  commercial  restrictions  had  it*^  beginning  also  in 
this  measure,  which,  carried  out  by  Mr.  Jefferson  in  the  em- 
bargo and  non-intercourse  acts,  resulted  ultimately  in  w^ar 
with  Great  Britain. 


BILI.  OP  RIGHTS. 
One  of  the  serious  objections  to  the  constitution  before  its 
ratification  was  "  the  absence  of  a  distinct  bill  of  rights  reo(^ 
Qizing  the  fundamental  principles  of  government;  the  equal- 
ity of  all  men,  and  their  rights  to  lift',  liberty,  and  Uie  pnr- 
Miit  of  hujijtinf.ss,"  Tli.>  nljcclidn-:  tn  thr  (•"ii>titiL(ioQ,  which 
had  been  pointed  oat  before  its  adoption,  were  condensed 
dBriag  liie  fins  sesrioa  of  Congress,  and  moulded  into  a  bill 
of  lights,  "  connating  of  twelve  articles,  ten  of  which  were 
afterward  ratified  and  incorporated  as  amendments  into  the 
comtitotioD.''  These  expreasty  guarantee  freedom  of  religion, 
speech,  person,  and  property.  They  were  urged  by  the  more 
moderate  anti-federalists  and  positively  requested  by  several 
states,  while  two  states  constantly  refused  to  enter  the  Union 
because  of  the  defects  of  the  constitution.  These  considerations 
determined  their  adoption.  They  were  opposed  by  the  ex- 
treme anti-federalists,  who  considered  them  "delusive  and 
insufficient,  and  only  calculated  to  create  a  fatal  feeling  of 
security  against  centralized  government." 

After  adopting  measures  for  the  organization  of  the  difler- 

ent  departments  of  government,  and  directing  the  secretary 

of  the  treasury  to  prepare  a  plan  for  the  settlement  of  the 

public  debt.  Congress  adjourned  September  29th,  until  the 

'  following  January, 

STATE  SOVEREIGNTY. 
That  the  interests  of  the  states  should  be  guarded  with 
jealous  care  was  the  most  prominent  political  idea  in  the 
minds  of  anti-federals  under  the  confederation.  When  the 
new  government  went  into  operation  their  views  were  not 
changed,  and  they  continued  to  ba-w  their  party  upon  the 
leading  ideas  that  delegated  authority  should  be  regarded 
with  distrust,  and  that  the  power  of  a  state  should  be  su- 
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preme.  The  l)iinl('n  of  their  speeches  was  the  clanger  to  the 
rights  of  the  states,  whieh  were  threatened  on  every  side. 
Every  question  was  discussed  with  direct  reference  to  it« 
bearing  on  state  sovereignty.  The  new  constitution  seemed 
to  them  fanciful  and  experimental,  and  calculated  only  to 
wrest  from  the  states  the  liberties  they  had  gained  by  the 
sword.  They  were  streiigthened  in  their  distrust  by  what 
appeared  to  be  the  monarchical  tendencies  of  the  federals  and 
their  broad  construction  of  the  constitution. 

FIXANCIAI.   POLICY. 

Congress  convened  at  Philadelphia,  January  4, 1790.  Leg- 
First  Congress,  1  islation  upon  finance  began  with  this  session 
First  Session.  /  of  Congress  and  was  carried  on  in  accord- 
ance with  Hamilton\s  policy.  The  subjects  of  debts,  internal 
revenue,  and  a  UniUnl  States  bank  came  under  consideration. 
The  situation  of  the  country,  financially  speaking,  was  verj' 
embarrassing.  European  powers  looked  down  upon  the 
United  States  with  unconcealed  contempt,  and  their  good 
opinion  could  be  regained  only  on  condition  that  the  credit 
of  the  governuKMit  be  restored.  Hamilton  recognized  that 
the  government  should  first  of  all  direct  its  attention  to  the 
adjustment  of  financial  difficulties. 

On  January  9th,  in  pursuance  of  the  direction  of  the  pre- 
vious session,  he  submitted  his  report  on  the  settlement  of  the 
public  debt.  lie  recommended  as  fi)llows:  First,  that  the 
foreign  di^bt  of  the  confederacy  be  assumed  and  paid  in  full ; 
second,  that  the  domestic  debt  of  the  confederacy,  which  had 
fallen  far  below  ])ar,  also  be  paid  at  its  par  value;  and  third, 
that  the  debts  incurred  by  the  states  durin<r  the  Revolution,  and 
still  unpaid,  be  assumed  and  paid  in  full  by  the  federal  gov- 
ernment. The  first  recommendation  was  adopted  unani- 
mously. The  second  encountered  strong  opposition,  even 
from  Madison  and  many  moderate  anti-fi»deralists.     They  o|>- 
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poi«(I  it  on  the  ground  that  the  domestic  debt  was  held  by 
speculators  who  had  bought  it  at  a  heavy  discount,  and  would 
thus  gain  a  too  great  interest  on  their  investment.  The  sup- 
porters of  the  measure  argued  that  for  that  very  reason,  if  for 
no  other,  they  sliould  be  paid,  as  it  would  greatly  strengthen 
the  national  credit  and  teach  the  holders  of  United  States  se- 
curities not  to  dispose  of  them  at  such  a  discount.  After  a 
heated  discussion,  the  recommendation  w&n  adopted.  Ham- 
ilton'ti  third  recommendation  involved  the  questions  of  state 
and  federal  supremacy.  It  therefore  united  all  the  anti-fed- 
eralists in  a  determined  opposition.  They  feared  that  this 
would  permanently  attach  the  "  money  power"  to  the  federal 
government  and  thus  weaken  tlie  power  and  iniimrtance  of 
thf!  states.  This  recommendation  was  adopted  by  a  vote  of 
twenty-six  to  thirty-one.  The  anti-fedcralist.%  however,  being 
reinforced  by  seven  newly  arrived  meml>ers  from  North  Car- 
olina, movctl  and  carried  a  reconsideration  of  the  third  reso- 
lution, which  they  succeeded  in  voting  down  by  a  majority 
of  two.  Its  final  adoption  was  secured  by  the  federalists 
agreeing  to  vote  that  the  scat  of  government,  ofter  remaining 
ten  years  at  Philadelphia,  should  be  fixed  upon  the  Potomac 
river.  This  secured  two  an ti -federalist  members  from  the 
Potomac,  which  carried  the  resolution.  The  immediate  effect 
of  adopting  Hamilton's  report  was  to  appreciate  the  credit  of 
the  United  States ;  but  it  caused  the  anti-federals  to  complete 
their  o^anization  in  opposition  to  the  administration,  and 
added  to  their  ranks  a  number  of  federals,  among  whom  was 
James  Madison,  who  had  done  more  than  any  other  man,  be- 
udes  Hamilton,  to  effect  the  adoption  of  the  constitution. 

THE   DEBT. 

The  debt,  foreign  and  domestic,  including  also  twenty-five 

millions  of  the  stata  debts  which  the  secretary  of  the  treasury 
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proposed  to  assume,  at  this  time  amounted  to  over  $75,000,- 
000.  The  assumption  by  the  federal  government  of  the  debts 
of  the  states  and  the  funding  of  the  national  debt  were  the 
two  principal  pillars  on  which  the  new  political  structure  was 
made  to  rest.  The  assumption  bill  elicited  a  memorial  from 
the  Virginia  assembly,  petitioning  that  the  measure  be  re- 
pealed to  prevent  a  change  in  the  form  of  the  national  gov- 
ernment. 

NATIONAL   BANK. 

Congress  met  December  6, 1790.  During  this  session  Ham- 
First  Congress,  1  ilton  proposed  the  establishment  of  a  Na- 
Second  Session.  J  tional  Bank.  The  anti-federalists  strongly 
opposed  it,  basing  their  opposition  mainly  on  the  question  of 
constitutionality.  They  claimed  that  it  was  not  authorized 
by  the  constitution ;  that  it  was  not  necessary  to  the  exercise 
of  any  powers  expressly  given  by  that  instrument;  that  it 
would  prevent  the  states  from  maintaining  banks ;  and  would 
give  to  the  place  where  the  bank  was  located  an  advantage 
over  all  others.  The  federalists  claimed,  on  the  other  hand, 
that  Congress  having  the  power  to  pass  laws  nwessary  for  the 
collection  of  revenue  and  taxes  might  constitutionally  charter 
a  bank  to  act  as  financial  agent  of  the  government.  The  bill 
passed  both  houses  of  Congress,  but  before  affixing  his  signa- 
ture to  the  bill  the  President  required  the  written  opinion  of 
the  members  of  his  cabinet  as  to  its  constitutionalitv.  Ham- 
ilton  and  Knox  decided  that  it  was  constitutional  and  Jeffer- 
son and  Randolph  expressed  a  contrary  opinion — the  first  in- 
stance of  open  disagreement  of  importance  in  the  cabinet.  In 
accordance  with  the  opinion  of  the  first  two,  the  President 
signed  the  bill. 

INTERNAL   REVENUE. 

This  Conjrress  passt'd  also  an  excise  law,  imposing  a  tax  on 
spirituous  liquors  distilled  within  the  United  States.  The 
opposition  to  this  measure   was  very  wide-spread,  and  was 
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most  \ioUut  in  the  Mctern  counties  of  Pennsylvania.  ^Rw 
cousiitutionalitv  of  the  hw  was  not  at  first  ntlacked,  bat  h 
■was  not  long  befnre  it  came  to  this.  Four  coiioties  POfle  in 
insurrection,  (kfied  th(  authority  of  the  government,  tarred 
and  feathered  a  tax  collector,  robbed  him  of  his  horse,  and 
oommittcil  other  ict^*  of  \iolence.  Haraiiton'a  object  in 
recommend  1  tig  thi*  law  was  at  first  purely  a  financial  one, 
but  i^etiu^  that  th  p  «(  r-  c\i)r'>sly  cniift-nvd  by  the  consti- 
tatioD  would,  in  their  exercise,  meet  with  great  oppoution 
under  all  circiunatences,  he  urged  that  the  struggle  be  hronght 
to  an  iame  before  the  opposition  had  time  to  consolidate  their 
ibioes.    Congreaa  adjourned  March  S,  1791. 


After  three  years  of  disobedience  to  law,  the  administra- 
tioD  determined  "to  try  whether  the  new  constitution  had 
really  created  a  government."  Accordingly  fifteen  thousand 
militia  were  called  out  (1794),  and  their  appearance  in  the 
rebellious  districts  restored  the  insui^nts  to  order.  When 
the  militia  were  called  for,  "vials  of  gall"  by  the  anti-feder- 
alists were  poured  out  upon  Hamilton,  who  had  advised  the 
measure.  They  called  him  a  despot  and  a  usurper ;  prophesied 
that  the  militia  would  not  obey  orders ;  that  civil  war  would 
ensue;  and  that  the  insurgent  counties  would  secede  from 
the  Union. 

SLAVERY. 

While  the  financial  questions  were  before  the  country,  a 
Pennsylvania  society  petitioned  Congress  to  use  its  powers  to 
stop  the  traffic  in  slaves.  On  the  question  of  referring  the 
petition  to  a  committee,  thafu  ensued,  sectional  rather  than 
political  in  character,  a  violent  debate  on  the  question  of 
slavery,  the  first  in  the  history  of  the  Union.  "The  com- 
plete independence  of  the  state  was  the  basis  of  argument  on 
this  subject,  and  judgment  was  passed  on  the  whole  quee- 
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tion  of  slavery  from  the  standpoint  of  general  ethics."  Be- 
fore the  discussion  closed,  the  threat  of  civil  war  was  heard. 
This  agitation  produced  no  immediate  practical  results,  nor  did 
Congress  then  recognize  that  it  was  the  rock  upon  which  the 
Union  would  be  ultimately  shattered.  In  1793  a  fugitive 
slave  law  was  enacted. 

PARTY   ORGANIZATION. 

Congress  met  October  24,  1791.  This  Congress  served  to 
Second  Congress,  \  fairly  initiate  the  work  of  party  organiz- 
First  Session.  i  ation.  The  federalists  had  now  become 
fully  committed  to  the  line  of  jx>Hcy  initiated  in  the  report 
of  Secretary  Hamilton.  The  an ti -federalists,  on  the  other 
hand,  were  united  in  opposition  to  it.  Mr.  Hamilton  was 
considered  the  lead(»r  of  the  federal  party,  and  Mr.  Jeifersoa 
of  the  opposition.  The  latter  opposed  the  bills  for  an  in- 
crease of  the  armv  and  of  the  tariff,  which  were  introduced 
this  session,  but  both  bills  became  law.  An  apportionment 
bill  was  passed  this  session,  which  increased  the  number  of 
the  House  of  Representatives  to  one  hundred  and  five.  Con- 
gress adjourned  May  8,  1792. 

ELECTION    OF    1792. 

Congress  met  November  5,  1792.  The  presidential  elec- 
Second  Congress,  1  tion  took  place  on  November  6 ;  Wash- 
Second  Session.  J  ington  being  unanimously  elected.  Adams 
was  again  chosen  Vice-President.  It  was  AVashington's  wish 
to  retire  to  private  life  at  the  close  of  his  first  term,  but  being 
convinced  that  a  majority  of  the  people  desired  his  continu- 
ance in  office  he  consented  to  l>eeome  a  candidate. 

This  session  of  Congress  was  mainly  engaged  in  passing 
measures  for  the  raising  and  expenditure  of  the  revenue. 
The  only  party  contest  of  the  session  wa<  an  attempt  by  the 
republicans  to  pass  a  vote  of  censure  on  Secretary  Hamilton 
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U  managcm(!nt  of  the  treasury,  and  hU  somt-what  (lis- 
courteous  language  in  a  message  to  the  House.  The  nttrmjit, 
however,  was  tinsuccessful.  Congress  luijoiirned  ^to^ph  '1, 
1793. 

During  Washington's  first  aiiminigtration  four  statfla  were 
udniitted  into  the  Union,  as  follows:  North  Carolina,  No- 
vember, 1789;  Rhode  Island,  May,  1790;  Vermont,  March 
4,  1791,  and  Kentucky,  June  1,  1792. 


"The  French  Revolution  wa^  at  first  hailed  with  dcliglit 
bv  both  parties  in  the  United  Slates ;"  but  as  the  revolutjou- 
iirts  grew  bold  in  excess,  sympathy  was  withdrawn  from  thuta 
by  the  federals,  and  inrri'a.wd  iiir  thorn  liy  the  anti-federalB^ 
whose  iavoritisA  in  this  direction  continued  more  than  two 
decades. 

FOREIGN     POLICY. 

The  condition  of  our  foreign  relations  demanded  the  at- 
tention of  the  President  at  the  beginning  of  his  second  ad- 
ministration. So  popular  did  the  course  of  the  French  rev- 
olutionists become  in  the  United  States  that  citizens  were 
desirous  to  aid  France  in  her  war  against  England.  The 
relations  formerly  existing  between  the  United  States  and 
these  two  powers  rendered  it  impossible  to  establish  a  line  of 
policy  at  once  just  to  those  nations,  and  acceptable  to  the 
American  people.  After  mature  deliberation,  Washington 
istjued  (April  22,  1793)  his  celebrated  proclamation  of  neu- 
trality, by  which  the  United  States  were  enjoined  to  keep  free 
from  complications  with  foreign  nations.  This  defined  the 
foreign  policy  of  the  government  and  was  attacked  by  the 
republican  press  with  such  unwonted  vigor  that  Hamilton 
entered  the  listi)  for  the  administration.  Jefferson  declared 
tbat  the  proclamation  wounded  popular  feelings  and  national 
faoDor.     The  agitation   closed   at  the   recall  of  Genet,  the 
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French  minister,  whose  conduct  was  resented  by  the  govern- 
ment ;  but  France,  in  1797,  appeared  a  second  time  as  a  dis- 
turbing element  in  politics,  in  her  efforts  to  draw  the  United 
States  into  a  war  with  England.  The  difiiculties  which  began 
at  that  time  were  not  settled  till  the  next  administration. 

ENGLAND. 

Congress  met  December  2,  1793,  with  a  small  republican 
Third  Congress,  1  majority  in  the  House.  In  November, 
First  Session.  J  1793,theEnglish"orderincouncir' forbade 
the  commerce  of  foreign  nations  with  the  colonies  of  France. 
This  was  unfriendly  to  the  United  States,  and  serious  thoughts 
of  war  began  to  be  entertained.  Congress  voted  an  embargo 
of  thirty  days,  and  attempted  legislation  which  would  have 
rendered  a  war  with  England  inevitable.  To  avert  this  ca- 
lamity Washington  sent  Chief-Justice  Jay  as  minister  extra- 
ordinary to  England,  in  order  to  effect  a  treaty  of  reconcilia- 
tion between  the  two  countries.  The  treaty  was  prepared  and 
presented  to  the  Senate  for  ratification.  It  was  the  signal  for 
a  i)olitical  contest  which  Washington  regarded  as  the  most 
serious  of  his  administration.  The  federals  advocated  the 
ratification  of  the  treaty.  The  republicans  branded  the  fed- 
eralists as  the  British  party  and  charged  them  with  sacrificing 
the  sacred  dictates  of  national  honor.  The  contest  closed 
when  the  treaty  was  ratified. 

During  this  session  the  differences  between  the  parties  con- 
tinued to  be  more  and  more  sharply  defined.  The  federalists 
succeeded  in  passing  a  system  of  indirect  taxation  to  provide 
for  the  increased  expenses  of  the  government.  At  this  ses- 
sion also,  an  amendment  was  adopted  securing  states  against 
suit  in  United  States  courts.  This,  after  being  ratified  by 
the  necessary'  number  of  states,  became  the  XI  amendment  to 
the  constitution.     Congress  adjourned  June  9,  1794. 
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INTEilNAL    TAXATION. 

Conjrress  met  November  S,  1794,  Hamilton  submitted  a 
Third  Congress,  1  plan  oi"  internal  taxation,  wliich  wae  dis- 
Serond  Session.  /  eussed  throughout  the  session.  It  was 
iiiially  adu|)tod.  This  was  Seeretary  Hamiltnn'H  last  official 
aot.  He  resigned  his  position  in  January,  liflo.and  resumed 
the  practice  of  law  in  New  York.  Congress  adjourned  Mareli 
3,  1795. 

Congress  met  December  7,  1795,  the  federalists  having  a 
FDartIi  Congress,  l  small  majority  in  the  Senate,  and  the  re- 
First  Session.  )  publicans  in  the  House.  On  March  1, 
1796,  the  President  sent  to  Congrtss  a  copy  of  his  proclama- 
tion, announcing  that  the  treaty  with  England,  having  been 
ratified  by  the  Senate  and  signed  by  the  President,  had  become 
a  law.  In  the  House,  this  caused  dissatisfaction,  and  a  reso- 
Intion  declariug  that  provision  onght  to  be  made  by  law  for 
carrying  the  treaty  into  eflfecf,  was  debated  until  the  29th  of 
April,  when  it  was  passed.  An  increase  of  duties  upon  im- 
ports was  urged  by  the  federalists  this  session,  but  successfully 
opposed  by  the  republicans.  Congress  adjourned  June  1, 
1796. 

ELECTION   OP   1796. 

"Washington's- fiirewell  address,  issued  in  August  of  this 
year,  a.«sured  the  people  that  he  would  now  retire  from  public 
life.  There  was  no  other  man  on  whom  the  whole  people 
eould  unite.  The  presidential  contest  which  followed  excited 
an  implacable  party  spirit,  and  was  the  first  great  stru^lc  for 
ascendency  between  the  parties.  The  federalists  nominated 
John  Adams  for  President,  and  the  republicans  Thomas  Jef- 
ferson. The  result  wa*  a  victory  for  each  party,  Mr.  Adams 
was  elected  President,  and  Mr.  JeflTerson  receiving  the  nfxt 
highest  number  of  votes  was  chosen  Vice-President.  The  elec- 
tion showed  that  the  federalists  were  losing  ground,  and  that 
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the  republicans  were  gaining.  The  former  were  weakened  by 
feuds  among  their  leaders,  and  the  latter  were  strengthening 
their  organization  and  numbers  as  they  advanced  from  a 
party  of  mere  opposition  to  one  with  a  positive  policy. 

Congress  met  DecemT^cr  5,  1796,  but  there  was  verj'  little 
Fourth  Congress,  l  party  contest  during  its  proceedings.  The 
Second  Session,  j  session  adjourned  March  3,  1797,  and  on 
March  4,  Adams  and  Jefferson  were  sworn  into  office. 

During  Washington's  second  term  Tennessee  was  admitted 
into  the  Union,  June,  1796. 

RETIREMENT   OF   WASHINGTON. 

The  President,  while  administering  the  government,  had 
been  violently  assailed  by  partisans,  but  nothing  could  alien- 
ate him  from  the  affections  of  the  people.  He  retiriKly 
leaving  to  his  successor  a  system  of  wise  and  sound  policy 
successfully  inaugurated. 

STRICr   CONSTRUCTIONISTS. 

The  constitution  may  he  changed,  either  by  amendments 
or  by  a  stricter  or  broader  interpretation  of  its  provisions. 
National  jM)litical  parties  in  the  United  States  have  alway.s 
been  based  upon  the  fundamental  question  of  a  strict  or  broad 
construction  of  this  instrument;  and  all  efforts  at  establish- 
ing  national  parties  without  reference  to  this  question  have 
resulted  in  failure.  Strict  constructionists  are  those  who  be- 
lieve that  the  constitution  should  be  construed  according  to 
the  exact  and  literal  language  of  the  instrument,  and  that  an 
ingenious  construction  of  its  provisions,  so  as  to  give  the  con- 
stitution a  great  amount  of  power,  should  be  opposed.  This 
position  is  the  outcome  of  the  particularist  clement  of  Amer- 
ican politics.  The  j)rincij)le  lies  in  the  unwillingness  of  the 
people  to  make  changes.  When  the  inertia  of  the  masses 
had  been  sufficiently  overcome  to  secure  the  adoption  of  the 
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-vdiiRtttiitioii,  it  was  natural  tliut  those  who  had  oppo^d  the  ' 
iQ,nniment  should  wish   tn  construe  its  terras  so   thiit  thu 
*liangc  in  government  would  not  be  great.     Close  construc- 
tion has  always  been  the  fundamental  principle  of  the  demo- 
cratic republican  partj". 

BItOAD  alSSTRUCnOKISTS. 
Brond  or  loose  constructionists  are  those  who  interpret  the 
constitution  so  as  to  invest  the  federal  government  with  a 
ifreat  amount  of  power.  Alexander  Hamilton  was  th« 
founder  of  this  school  of  politics.  In  his  writings,  and  in 
the  works  of  John  Quincy  Adams,  Daniel  Webster,  Joseph 
Stopy,  and  Henry  Clay  are  found  all  the  essentials  of  broad  J 
ennstruetioii .  except  those  applied  to  the  political  influences 
of  slavery.  The  federal,  the  national  republican,  the  whig, 
and  the  republican  party  were  organized  on  the  principle  of 
broad  construction.  As  loose  construction  has  advanced, 
strict  construction  has  followed,  so  that  a  strict  construction- 
ist in  our  day  would  have  seemed  a  loose  constructionist  in 
the  times  of  Hamilton. 

■      DEATH    OF   THE    AKTI-FEDERAI,   PARTY. 

Throughout  the  first  Congress,  the  an ti -federalists  made 
two  attempts  at  party  contests.  They  ojjposed  Hamilton's 
plan  of  adjusting  the  public  debt,  and  his  scheme  of  a  na- 
tional bank.  Without  concert  and  suecesH,  they  opposed  the 
im[)osition  of  any  higher  duties  favoring  manufacturing  es- 
tablishments. In  the  second  session,  party  organization  as- 
sumed a  definite  form.  The  operations  of  the  government 
under  the  constitution  proved  so  successful,  and  the  new  cen- 
tral authority  so  convenient  that  the  anti-federals  were  soon 
anxious  to  drop  their  obnoxious  name,  and  give  in  their  ad- 
hesion to  the  new  government.  They  wished  their  antag- 
onism to  the  constitution  to  be  forgotten.     Though  support- 
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ing  this  instrument,  they  opposed  the  Haniiltonian  policy, 
and  constituted,  in  1791,  a  new  party,  as  yet  without  a  name, 
"  which  was  to  maintain  the  binding  force  of  the  exact  and 
literal  language  of  the  constitution,  and  to  oppose  any  en- 
largement of  the  federal  government's  powers  by  interpreta- 
tion." This  party  began  to  coalesce  with  the  temporary  fed- 
eralists, headed  by  Jefierson,  the  combination  forming  a  jiarty 
to  which  Jefferson,  in  1792,  gave  the  name  of  "republican." 
The  extreme  anti-federalists  were  not  entirely  absorbed  bv 
this  combination  till  Washington  issued  his  proclamation  of 
neutrality.  This  soon  brought  all  opponents  of  federalism 
to  a  unity  of  action,  under  a  new  organization,  sweeping 
from  existence  the  remnants  of  the  anti-federal  party.  (Plate 
VI.) 

REPUBLICAN   PARTY. 

Among  the  federalists  who  favored  the  constitution,  there 
were  men  such  as  Madison,  Jcflerson,  Randolph,  and  Living- 
ston, who  aimed  at  a  construction  of  its  terms  which  should  not 
give  the  new  government  extensive  power.  They  wished  to 
interpret  the  constitution  as  they  believed  it  was  understood 
at  the  time  of  its  adoption.  They  had  urged  its  ratification 
as  an  escape  from  pressing  evils.  They  wTre  only  temporary 
federalists,  and  when  legislation,  headed  by  Hamilton,  was 
seen  tending  to  nationalize  the  government,  they  withdrew 
from  the  federal  party,,  declaring  that  it  was  aiming  at  mon- 
archy under  the  guise  of  broad  construction.  Jeiferson  was 
leader  of  the  movement,  and  he  gave  to  his  party,  in  1792, 
the  name  "  republican,"  in  contrast  to  th(»  "monarchical'' 
federalist*^.  He  at  first  excluded  the  anti-federalists  from  the 
republican  party,  regarding  them  only  as  allies ;  but  Wash- 
ington's proclamation  of  neutrality  brought  the  anti-federal- 
ists forward  as  friends  of  the  French  republic,  occasioning  a 
blending  of  the  anti-federals  and  republicans,  and  the  conse- 
quent death  of  the  anti-federal  party.     Jetlerson's  sympathies 
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-xvere  with  the  French  republic,  and  the  union  of 
parties  was  consummated  through  the  influence  of 
ing. 

The  permanent  and  reliable  basis  of  the  repuhlii 
■wa*  the  doctrine  of  strict  construction,  which  Jcffi 
I   ^ladison  labored  assiduously  to  establil^h.     This  poeif 
■^■olved  the  temporary  phases  of  a  "dislike  to  the  cont 
«reise(l  by  any  government  not  directly  affected  by  v 

I    of  the  citizen  on  whom  the  laws  operate;"  a  diefHti        i 
I    Tvgunl  the  national  government  a^  i^ivoring  too  much  ol  n 
I    alty;  an  opjMii^ition  to  the  IlaniiltMnian  measures  of  a  protci 
tivc  tariff*,  n  natiomil  hank,  a  national  escige,  a  funding  Eysten 
t    for  the  debt;  and  to  all  measures  tending  to  benefit  the  c 
!     itor  daises. 

I         In  1793  Washington's  neutrality  proclamation  caused 
I     republicans  to  feel  that  they  were  the  only  anti-moi 
party  in  the  country,  and  that  the  federalists  w(      me  « 
mice  of  liberty  and  the  rights  of  man  and  of  repUM.iCan  g., 
eninient,  cither  in  America  or  France,     This  obscured,  for  a 
time,  the  other  causes  of  political  difference.     The  first  success 
of  this  party  in  the  national  legislature  was  at  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  third  Congress,  when  the  republicans  elected  the 
speaker  of  the  House  by  a  majority  of  ten  votes.     This  suc- 
cess, and  the  reverse  which  soon  followed,  did  much  to  unite 
the  democrats  and  republicans  in  one  party.     This  tendency 
was  assisted  by  the  whisky  insurrection,  a  disturbance   in 
western  Pennsylvania,  ni^d  on  by  the  democrats,  who  were 
co-operating  with  the  republicans.     These  partisans  united  in 
1793.     (Plate  VI.) 

DEMOCRATS. 

The  aid  rendcretl  the  United  States  by  France  in  the  Revo- 
lutionary war  occasioned,  among  Americans,  a  strong 
feeling  of  sympathy  for  that  country-,  and  when  the  French 
were  straggling  for  a  republic,  many  persons  in  the  United 
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States  believed  that  our  country  should  aid  France.  Wash- 
ington's  proclamation  of  neutrality  \vas  regarded  antagonijitic 
to  this  feeling  and  created  a  poj)ular  \yaye  of  enthusiasm  for 
the  French  republic,  which  proved  a  sore  trial  to  the  admin- 
istration. The  proclamation  brought  to  the  surface  a  cla.ss 
of  politicians,  more  French  than  American,  \vho  presumed 
that  they  would  obtain  power  through. the  great  sympathy  for 
France  w^ithout  any  reference  w^hatever  to  other  political 
issues.  They  would  not  accept  the  name  republican,  but 
assuming  the  name  of  .democrat,  they  modeled  their  organ- 
ization after  that  of  the  jacobin  clubs  of  Paris,  of  which  some 
American  clubs  claimed  to  be  a  branch. 

The  democratic  clubs  branded  every  opponent  as  an  enemy 
of  the  people,  and,  with  a  contempt  for  constituted  authorities, 
•elevated  the  whims  of  associations  of  private  citizens  to  a 
rank  higher  than  law.  They  were  held  in  contempt  by  the 
federalists,  and  met  with  no  sympathy  from  the  republicans ; 
but  the  latter  accepted  them  as  allies,  making  careful  distinc- 
lion  among  the  opposing  parties. 

The  democrats  denounced  the  first  excise  law,  and  those  in 
western  Pennsylvania  and  Kentucky  were  suspected  of  a  de- 
sign to  form  a  confederacy  west  of  the  Alleghanies.  Their 
support  of  the  insurgents  who  engaged  in  the  whisky  insur- 
rection, brought  upon  them  the  displeasure  of  President 
Washington,  who  referred  to  them  in  a  message  as  "certain 
self-created  societies  who,  careless  of  consequences,  have  dis- 
seminated from  an  ignorance  or  perversion  of  facts,  supicions, 
jealousies,  and  accusations  of  the  whole  government."  After 
this  proclamation,  the  republicans  ceased  to  countenance 
the  democratic  clubs,  which  thereafter  rapidly  disappeared. 
The  clubs  were  absorbed  by  the  republican  party,  whose  policy 
thereby  was  colored  with  a  French  cast  for  several  succeeding 
years.  The  federals  called  every  republican  a  democrat, 
and  applied  it  as  a  term  of  contempt,  equivalent  to  the  fero- 
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<;ioU9  jacobins,  who  bad  so  lately  filled  Fraoce  with  "frenzy, 
terror,  and  bloodshed."  The  party  in  power  regarded  the 
luinority  in  opposing  the  admiuistration,  as  imitating  the 
lawless  jaGobia»  or  democrats  of  that  conntrj-.     (Plate  VI.) 

DEMOCRATIOREPUBLICAS    PARTY. 

In  1793,  the  republican  party  absorljed  the  French  or  dem- 
ocratic faction,  and  took  the  official  title  of  democratic-repub- 
lican party,  z  name  which  it  still  claims.  It  is  a  strict  con- 
struction party,  and  has  always  operated  as  a  check  upon  the 
nationalization  of  tlie  United  States.  It  aims  at  limiting  the 
powers  of  United  States  government,  conserving  the  powers 
reserved  in  the  states,  widening  the  right  of  suffrage,  and  in- 
«rea^ng  "direct  popular  control  over  the  government."  The 
official  title  of  this  party  was  generally  abbreviated  to  "re- 
publican," to  which  the  name  "democratic,"  about  1810,  was 
accepted  as  an  equivalent.  Some  confusion  has  been  occa- 
sioned by  the  similarity  in  title  between  the  strict  construction 
republican  party  formed  in  1793,  and  the  broad  construction 
republican  party  that  was  organized  for  a  national  contest  in 
1856.  The  broad  construction  wing  of  the  democratic-repub- 
lican party,  headed  by  Adams  in  1828,  broke  off  and  took 
the  name  of  "  national  republican ; "  the  particularist  wing 
headed  by  Jackson,  assumed  the  name  of  "  democratic,"  the 
-common  designation  of  the  party  till  the  present  day.  Jef- 
ferson was  the  founder  of  this  party,  and  assumed  the  initia- 
tive in  its  management,  as  did  Hamilton  that  of  the  federal 
party,  to  an  extent  that  would  not  be  tolerated  in  later  pe- 
riods. "The  people"  were  not  an  original  power  in  politics 
in  a  broad  sense  till  after  nominating  conventions  and  other 
influences  had  produced  among  them  a  strong  national  feel- 
ing. The  career  of  this  party  forms  a  part  of  the  history  of 
every  administration,  from  Washington  to  that  of  Arthur. 
(Plate  VI.)  6 
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MECHANICAL  REPRESENTATION   OF  THE   UNITED  STATES. 

Plate  V  gives  an  idea  of  the  United  States  and  the  work- 
ings of  the  government  according  to  the  constitution.  The 
explanations  of  the  diagram  can  be  studied  with  profit. 
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CONSTITUTION  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


PREAMBLE. 


We,  the  People  of  the  I'l^nited  States,  in  order  to  form  a  more  perfect 

union,  establish  justice,  insure  domestic  tranquility, 

Objects*  provide  for  the  common  defense,  promote  the  p^eneral 

welfare,  and  secure  the  blessings  of  liberty  to  ourselves 

and  our  posterity,  do  ordain  and  establish  this  Constitution  for  the  United 

States  of  America. 

ARTICLE  I. 

SECTION   I. 

All  legislative  powers  herein  granted  shall  be  vested  in  a  Congress  of 
Legislative  Pow-   the  United  States,  which  shall  consist  of  a  senate  and 
ers.  house  of  representatives. 

SECTION   II. 

Ist  Clause. — The  House  of  Representatives  shall  Ikj  composed  of  mem- 
bers chosen  every  second  year  by  the  jieople  of  the 
Honse  of  Repre-     several  states,  an<l  tlie  electors  in  each  state  shall  have 
sentatives*  the  qualiiications  re»|uisite  for  vlwtors  of  the  most  nu- 

merous branch  of  the  state*  legislature. 
2d  Clause. — Xo  person  shall  be  a  rejiresentative  who  shall  not  have  at- 
tained to  the  age  of  twonty-five  years,  and  been  seven 
Qnaliflcatlon  of      years  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  and  who  shall  not. 
Representatives,   when  elected,  be  an  inhabitant  of  the  state  in  which  he 

shall  l)e  chosen. 
M  CUimc. — Representatives  and  direct  taxes  shall  be  apportioned  among 

the  several  states  which  may  be  inchnlod  within  this 

Apportionment       Union,  accordin<^  to  their  respec*tive  numbers,  which 

of  Represent-       shall  Ik*  determined  by  adding  to  tlie  whole  numlK?r  of 

ativcs*  free  persons,  including?  tliose  ])ound  to  service   for  a 

term  of  years,  and  excludintr  Indians  not  taxed,  three- 
fifths  of  all  other  ju^rsons.  The  actual  enumeration  shall  Ik?  made  within 
three  years  after  tlie  lirst  meeting  of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States, 
and  within  every  subsequent  t«*rni  ol  ten  years,  in  such  manner  as  they 
shall  by  law  direct.     Tlie  number  of  representatives  shall  not  exceed  one 
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for  every  thirty  thousand,  but  each  state  shall  have  at  least  one  represent- 
ative; and  until  such  enumeration  shall  be  made,  the  state  of  New  Hamp- 
shire shall  be  entitled  to  choose  three,  Massachusetts  eight,  Rhode  Island 
and  Providence  Plantations  one,  Connecticut  five,  New  York  six.  New  Jer- 
sey four,  Pennsylvania  eight,  Delaware  one,  Maryland  six,  Virginia  ten, 
Nprth  Carolina  five.  South  Carolina  five,  and  Georgia  three. 

4th  Clause. — When  vacancies  happen  in  the  representation  from  any 
state,  the  executive  authority  thereof  shall  issue  writs  YacancieSy  how 
of  election  to  fill  such  vacancies.  filled. 

bth  ClauK, — The  House  of  Representatives  shall  choose  their  speaker 
and  other  ofiicers ;  and  shall  have  the  sole  power  of  Speaker,  how 
impeachment.  appointed. 

SECTION  III. 

Id  Clause. — The  Senate  of  the  United  States  shall  be  composed  of  twe 
senators  from  each  state,  chosen  by  the  legislature  Xainber  of  Sen- 
thereof,  for  six  years;  and  each  senator  shall  have  ators  from 
one  vote.  each  State. 

2d  Clause. — Immediately  after  they  shall  be  assembled  in  consequence 
of  the  first  election,  they  shall  be  divided  as  equally  as 
may  be  into  three  classen.    The  seats  of  the  senators  of    ClassiflGation  of 
the  first  class  shall  be  vacated  at  the  expiration  of  the        Senators, 
second  year,  and  of  the  second  class  at  the  expiration  of 
the  fourth  year,  and  of  the  third  class  at  the  expiration  of  the  sixth  year, 
so  that  one-third  may  be  chosen  every  second  year ;  and  if  vacancies  hap- 
pen by  resignation,  or  otherwise,  during  the  recess  of  the  legislature  of 
any  state,  the  executive  thereof  may  make  temporary  appointments  until 
the  next  meetingof  the  legislature,  which  shall  then  fill  such  vacancies. 

Zd  Clause. — No  person  shall  be  a  senator  who  shall  not  have  attained  to 
the  age  of  thirty  years,  and  been  nine  years  a  citizen  Qualification  of 
of  the  United  States,  and  who  shall  not,  when  elected,  Senators, 

be  an  inhabitant  of  that  state  for  which  he  shall  be  chosen. 

ith  Clause. — ^The  Vice-President  of  the  United  States  shall  be  President 
of  the  Senate,  but  shall  have  no  vote  unless  they  be  Presiding  officer 
equally  divided.  of  the  Senate. 

blh  Clause. — The  Senate  shall  choose  their  other  officers,  and  also  a  pres- 
ident pro  tempore,  in  the  absence  of  the  Vice-President,  or  when  he  shall 
exercise  the  office  of  President  of  the  United  States. 

6/A  Clause. — The  Senate  shall  have  the  sole  power  to  try  all  impeach- 
ments.    When  sitting  for  that  purpose,  they  shall  be 
on  oath  or  affirmation.     When  the  President  of  the  Senate^  a  court 
United  States  is  tried,  the  chief-justice  shall  preside ;       for  trial  of  inl- 
and no  person  shall  be  convicted  without  the  concur-       peachments. 
rence  of  two- thirds  of  the  members  present. 
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7th  Clause, — Judgment  in  cases  of  impeachment  shall  not  extend  further 

than  to  removal  from  office,  and  disqualification  to 

Judgment  In  case  hold  and  enjoy  any  office  of  honor,  trust  or  profit  un- 

of  Conviction,    der  the  United  States ;  but  the  party  convicted  shall 

nevertheless  be  liable  and  subject  to  indictment,  trial, 
judgment,  and  punishment,  according  to  law. 

SECTION  IV. 

Is^  Clause. — ^The  times,  places,  and  manner  of  holding  elections  for  sen- 
ators and  representatives,  shall  be  prescribed  in  each 
Elections  of  Sen-  state  by  the  legislature  thereof;  but  the  Congress  may 
ators  and  Rep-  at  any  time,  by  law,  make  or  alter  such  regulations, 
resentatives.       except  as  to  the  places  of  choosing  senators. 

2d  Clause. — The  Congress  shall  assemble  at  least  once  in  every  year,  and 

such   meeting  shall  be  on  the  first  Monday  in  De- 
Meeting  of  Con-     cember,  unless  they  shall  by  law  appoint  a  different 
gress.  day. 

SECTION  V. 

Ist  Clause. — Each  house  shall  be  the  judge  of  the  elections,  returns,  and 

qualifications  of  its  own  members,  and  a  majority  of 
Organization  of     each  shall  constitute  a  quorum  to  do  business;  but  a 
Congress*        smaller  number  may  adjourn  from  day  to  day,  and  may 
be  authorized  to  compel  the  attendance  of  absent  mem- 
bers, in  such  manner  and  under  such  penalties  as  each  house  may  provide. 

2d  Clause. — Each   house  may  determine  the  rules  of  its  proceedings, 
Rules  of  Proceed-  punish  its  members  for  disorderly  behavior,  and,  with 
ing.  the  concurrence  of  two-thirds,  expel  a  member. 

3d  Clause. — Each  house  shall  keep  a  journal  of  its  proceedings,  and  from 

time  to  time  publish  the  same,  excepting  such  parts 
Jonrnal  of  Con-  as  may  in  their  judgment  require  secrecy,  and  the  yeas 
gress*  and  nays  of  the  members  of  either  house  on  any  ques- 

tion shall,  at  the  desire  of  one-fifth  of  those  present,  be 
entered  upon  the  journal. 

Aih  Clause. — Neither  house,  during  the  session  of  Congress,  shall,  with- 
out the  consent  of  tlie  other,  adjourn  for  more  than 
A^onmment  of    three  days,  nor  to  any  other  place  than  that  in  which 
Congress*         the  two  houses  shall  be  sitting. 
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tad  representatives  shnll  receive  a  compensa- 
tion for  their  services,  to  be  ascerlRJned  by  lav,  and 
paid  out  ol  the  treasury  of  the  Uniml  Stnlea.     They      Comprngatlon 
shall  in  all  eaaas,  exce^it  treiiaon,  felony,  itnd  breach  of  aud  pririlpges  of 
the  peace,  be  privileged  from   nrrcst  during  their  at-         Biembers.  > 

tendance  at  the  session  of  tlieir  respective  housee,  nnd 
in  ^ing  to  and  retnming  from  the  aame ;  and  for  nn;  speech  or  debate  in 
cither  house  thev  shall  not  be  qiientioned  in  any  other  place. 

24  Olau»c.—Sa  senator  or  representative  shall,  during   the   time  for 
which  he  waa  elected,  be  appointed  lo  any  civil  office 
under  the  authority  of  Ihc  United  Stales,  which  shall  PlaroUtf  OfoOIcfS 
have  been  created,  or  the  emoluments  whereof  shall       prohibit^! 
have  been  increased  during  such  time;  nnd  no  )ierson 
holding  any  office  under  the  United  States,  shall  be  a  member  of  cither 
house  during  his  continuance  in  office. 


ls(  Clatue. — All  bills  for  raising  revenue  shall  origin- 
ate in  the  Houee  of  Reprcsentntivea ;  but  the  Senate    Bills,  faow  or^ 
may  propose  or  concur  with  amendments  as  on  other  iDBted. 

bills. 

2d  ClauM. — Every  bill  which  fhall  have  passed  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives and  the  Senate,  shall,  before  it  becomes  a  law, 
be  presented  to  the  President  of  the  United  States.    If  HoW  bills  become 
he  approve  he  shall  sign  it,  but  if  not  he  shall  return  Igwg. 

it,  with  his  objections,  to  that  house  in  which  it  shall 
have  originated,  who  shall  enter  the  objections  at  large  on  their  journal, 
and  proceed  to  reconsider  it.  If,  after  such  reconsideration,  two-thirds  of 
that  house  shall  agree  to  pass  the  bill,  it  shall  be  sent,  together  with  the 
objections,  to  the  other  house,  by  which  it  shall  likewise  be  reconsidered, 
and  if  approved  by  two-thirds  of  that  house,  it  shall  become  a  law.  But 
in  all  such  cases  the  voles  of  both  houses  shall  be  determined  by  yeas  and 
nays;  and  the  names  of  the  persons  voting  for  and  against  the  bill  shall 
be  entered  on  the  journal  of  each  house  respectively.  If  any  bill  shall  not 
be  returned  by  the  President  williln  ten  days  (Sundays  excepted)  after  it 
■hall  have  been  pTesent«d  to  him,  the  same  shall  be  a  law,  in  like  manner 
as  if  he  had  signed  it,  unless  the  Congress  by  their  adjournment  prevent 
ilA  return,  in  which  case  it  shall  not  t^  a  law. 


88  HISTORY   OF   AMERICAN   POLITICS. 

Sd  Clause. — Every  order,  resolution,  or  vote  to  which  the  concurrence  of 

the  Senate  and  House  of  Represenatives  may  be  neces- 

Approral  and         sary  (except  on  a  question  of  adjournment)  shall  be 

Teto  powers  of  presente<l  to  the  President  of  the  United  States ;  and 

the  President*    before  the  same  shall  take  effect,  shall  be  approved  by 

him,  or  being  disapproved  by  him,  shall  be  repassed 
by  two-thirds  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives,  according  to 
the  rules  and  limitations  prescribed  in  the  case  of  a  bill. 

SECTION   VIII. 

Ist  Clause, — The  Congress  shall  have  power  to  lay  and  collect  taxes,  du- 
ties, imi>osts,  and  excivses,  to  pay  the  debts  and  pro- 
Powers  vested  in  vide  for  the  common  defense  and  general  welfare  of 

Congress.  the  United  States ;  hut  all  duties,  imposts  and  excises 

shall  be  uniform  throughout  the  United  States; 

2d  Clause. — To  borrow  money  on  the  credit  of  the  United  States; 

Sd  Clause. — To  regulate  commerce  with  foreign  nations,  and  among  the 
several  states,  and  with  the  Indian  tribes; 

4th  Clause. — To  esta])lish  an  uniform  rule  of  naturalization,  and  uniform 
laws  on  the  subject  of  bankruptcies  throughout  the  United  States; 

bth  Clause. — To  coin  money,  regulate  the  value  thereof,  and  of  foreign 
coin,  and  fix  the  standanl  of  weights  and  measures; 

6^A  Clause. — To  ])rovide  for  the  punishment  of  counterfeiting  the  securi- 
ties and  current  coin  of  the  United  States; 

7th  Clause. — To  establish  post-offices  and  post-roads; 

Sth  Clause. — To  promote  the  progress  of  science  and  useful  arts,  by  secur- 
ing for  limited  times,  to  autliors  and  inventors,  the  exclusive  right  to  their 
respective  writings  and  discoveries ; 

^th  Clause. — To  constitute  tribunals  inferior  to  the  Supreme  Court ; 

10th  Claiuie. — To  define  and  punish  piracies  and  felonies  committed  on 
the  high  seas,  and  oftenses  against  the  law  of  nations;  • 

ll^A  Clause. — To  declare  war,  grant  letters  of  manjue  and  reprisal,  and 
make  rules  concerning  captures  on  land  and  water; 

12th  Clause. — To  raise  and  support  armies,  but  no  appropriation  of 
money  to  that  use  shall  be  for  a  longer  term  than  two  years; 

13/A  Clause. — To  provide  and  maintain  a  navy; 

14th  Clause. — To  make  rules  for  the  government  and  regulation  of  the 
land  and  naval  forces ; 

15^A  Clause. — To  i)rovide  for  calling  forth  tlie  militia  to  execute  the  laws 
of  the  Union,  suppress  insurrei^tions,  and  n>pel  invasions; 

li\th  Clause. — To  provide  for  organizing,  arming,  and  disciplining  the 
militia,  and  for  governing  such  j)art  of  them  as  may  be  employed  in  the 
service  of  the  United  States,  reserving  to  the  states  respectively  the  ap- 
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poinlment  nl  Ilie  ofEcen,  nnd  Ihe  Hiitlimrity  of  training  thv  militiu  ucuurd- 
ing  In  the  diitcipline  prescribed  by  Congress ; 

ITfA  CAiVK. — To  exereise  excliiBive  le^iBlitinn  in  all  cnaes  vFtiatsoever, 
«T«r*uck  district  (not  e;ice«ding  ten  miles  square)  tm  id ny,  bv  cession  of 
particular  stales,  and  llie  accepltinve  of  Cungreas,  become  the  seat  of  gov- 
rmment  of  the  Cnited  Rlnles,  and  to  exercise  like  nutbority  over  all  places 
imrcJiascd  by  consent  of  the  legislature  of  the  state  in  which  the  same 
shall  be,  for  the  erection  of  torts,  magatine^i,  srsenaU,  dock-yardH,  and  all 
other  needful  buildings;  and, 

IWA  Claiae. — To  make  all  laws  wtiich  ahnll  be  necessary  and  jiroper  for 
corrving  into  execution  the  foregoing  powers,  and  nil  other  powers  vested 
by  this  constitution  in  the  gorenuucnt  of  the  United  States,  or  in  any  de- 
pa  rinien  I  or  officer  thereof. 

Itf  ClawK. — The  migration  or  Importaliiin  of  Hnch  personal  xs  uny  of  the 
state?  now  exit^tina  shall  think  proper  lo  admit,  »;hall 
not  be  prohibited  by  the  Congress  prior  to  the  year  one  luinilgranls,  llOW 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  eight,  but  a  tax  or  duty  admitted, 

may  be  imposed  on  such  importation,  not  exceeding 
ten  dollara  for  each  person. 

2if  Clause. — The  privilege  of  the  writ  of  kahens  eorprui  xhalt  not  be  sus- 
pended, unless  when  in  cases  of  rebellion  or  invasion  Hxbcas  Corpus* 
the  public  safety  may  require  it. 

3d  Clauac. — Xo  bill  of  attainder  or  ei  poet  facto  law         Attainder, 
shall  be  passed. 

4ti  C'laute. — No  capitation,  or  other  direct  tax  shall 
be  laid,  unless  in  proportion  lo  the  census  or  enumcr-  Taxes. 

ation  hereinbefore  directed  to  be  taken. 

Sih  Clatue. — No  tax  or  duty  shall  be  laid  on  articles  exported  from  tmf 
•Ute. 

6(A  CfauK.— No  preference  shall  be  given  by  any  regulation  of  com- 
merce or  revenue  to  the  ports  of  one  state  over  those 
of  another;  nor  shall  vessels  bound  to,  or  from,  one   Regulattons  re- 
state, be  obliged  to  enter,  clear,  or  pay  duties  in  an-   gardlng  duties. 

Ilk  Clmae. — No  money  shall  be  drawn  from  the  treasury,  but  in  conso- 
quence  of  appropriations  made  by  law;  and  a  regular 
statement  and  account  of  the  receipts  and  expendi-      Money^  how 
tnres  of  all  public  money  shall  l>e  published  from  lime  drawn. 
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8th  Clattse, — No  title  of  nobility  shall  be  granted  by  the  United  States; 

and  no  person  holding  any  office  of  profit  or  trust  un- 

Titleg  of  nobilitj  der  them  shall,  without  the  consent  of  the  Congress, 

prohibited*  accept  of  any  present,  emolument,  office,  or  title,  of 

any  kind  whatever,  from  any  king,  prince,  or  foreign 
state. 

SECTION  X. 

Ist  Clause. — No  state  shall  enter  into  any  treaty,  alliance,  or  confedera- 
tion; grant  letters  of  marque  and  reprisal;  coin 
Powers  of  states  money;  emit  bills  of  credit;  make  anything  but  gold 

defined.  and  silver  coin  a  tender  in  payments  of  debt ;  pass 

any  bill  of  attainder,  ex  poetfcuio  law,  or  law  impairing 
the  obligation  of  contracts,  or  grant  any  title  of  nobility. 

2d  Ctawv. — No  state  shall,  without  the  consent  of  the  Congress,  lay  any 
impost  or  duties  on  imports  or  exports,  except  what  may  be  absolutely 
necessary  for  executing  its  inspection  laws;  and  the  net  produce  of  all  du- 
ties and  impost<«,  laid  by  any  state  on  imports  or  exports,  shall  be  for  the 
use  of  the  treasurv  of  the  United  States;  and  all  such  laws  shall  be  sub- 
ject  to  the  revision  and  control  of  the  Congress. 

Sd  Clauiie. — No  state  shall,  without  the  consent  of  Congress,  lay  any  duty 
of  tonnage,  keep  troops  or  ships-of-war  in  time  of  peace,  enter  into  any 
agreement  or  compact  with  another  state,  or  with  a  foreign  power,  or  en- 
gage in  war,  unless  actually  invade<l,  or  in  such  imminent  danger  as  will 
not  admit  of  delav. 

ARTICLE  II. 

SECTION    I. 

Isl  Chuse. — The  executive  j>ower  shall  \ye  vested  in  a  President  of  the 

Uniteil  States  of  America.     He  shall  hold  his  office 

Execiltive  power,  dnrin?  the  term  of  four  years,  and,  together  with  the 

in  whom  vested.  Vicv-President,  chosen  for  the  same  term,  be  elected 

as  follows: 
2d  Chujir: — Yiiwh  state  shall  apfv^nt,  in  such  manner  as  the  legislature 

therot^f  may  direct,  a  number  of  electors,  equal  to  the 
Presidential      whole  numlvr  of  senators  and  representatives  to  which 
electors.  the  >tato  may  W  ontiile<l  in  the  Congress;  but  no  sen- 

ator or  rt^presontative.  or  jx»rson  holding  an  office  of 
trust  or  pn>tit  undor  the  TniitM  States,  ^hall  be  ap|K>inted  an  elector. 
{mI  (7t:»;,-ar.--Tho  Oonsrn^^s  may  drtormino  the  time  of  choosing  the  elec* 

tori,  and  tlio  day  on  whioh  they  shall  give  their  votes; 
Time  of  choosing  whioh  dav  shall  U'  the  ^ame  throuj^ut  the  United 
electors.  States. 
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4IA  ClaiiiK. — No  person  except  a  aalural  bom  citizen,  or  a  citizon  of  the 
UtiiW  Slate«  at  Ilie  time  of  the  adaption  of  tlib  (>on- 
stiLuticin,  shall  bo  eligible  to  the  office  of  President ;  QnaUflcalions  of 
neilli«r  shall  anv  person  be  eligible  to  thnt  olfiee  whu    tho  President, 
ithall  not  have  attained  to  the  nge  of  thirty-five  yenre, 
and  been  fonrleen  veais  resident  within  llic  United  States. 

6d  Clmw.— In  the  case  of  the  removal  of  the  President  'rom  office,  or  of 
his  death,  rcsignatitin,  or  inability  to  <lim:harg:e  the 
powvn  and  daliea  of  the  said  office,  the  same  «hull  c]e-  K^BOrt  In  rase  of 
volTe  on  the  Vice-President,  and  the  Congress  may  by      his  lliitnbllilf. 
law  provide  for  the  ca»eof  removal,  death,  nvigiiation, 
or  inability,  both  of  the  President  and  Vice-President,  declaring  what  of- 
ficer (Jiall  then  act  aa  President,  and  such  officer  siiall  act  accordingly,  un- 
til the  disAbiHty  be  removed,  or  a  President  shall  be  elected. 

(ilA  Clmae. — The  President  shall,  at  stated  times,  receive  for  tits  services, 
ft  c«nipenuition,  which  shall  neither  be  increased  nor 
<limini:>li«d  during  the  period  for  which  he  shall  have      Salary  of  llie 
been  elected,  nnd  he  shall  not  receive  within  that  pe-        President. 
riod  any  other  emolument  from  the  United  States,  or 
any  of  them. 

7rt  Cbaat. — Before  he  enter  on  the  execution  of  his  office,  he  shall  take 
the  following  oath  or  affirmation:     "I  ilo  solemnly 
swear  {or  affirm)  that  I  will  faithfully  execute  the  of-      Oath  of  olBce. 
fiee  of  President  of  the  United  States,  and  will,  to  the 
best  of  my  ability,  preserve,  protect,  and  defend  the  Constitution  of  the 
I'nited  States." 

SECTIOS  II. 

Int  Ctmue. — The  President  shall  be  commander-in-chief  of  the  army  and 
navy  of  the  United  States,  and  of  the  militia  oF  the 
several  states,  when  called  into  the  actual  service  of      Duties  of  the 
the  United   Stales;  he  may  require  the  opinion,   in         President. 
writing,  of  the  pKncipal  officer  in  each  of  the  execu- 
tive departments,  upon  any  subject  relating  lo  the  duties  of  their  respective 
officei,  and  he  shall  have  power  to  grant  reprieves  and  pardons  Cor  of- 
fenses against  the  United  States,  except  in  cases  of  impeachment. 

2d  CtmiM. — He  shall  have  power,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of 
tbe  Senate,  lo  make  treaties,  provided  two-thirds  of 

the  senators  present  concur;  and  he  shall  nominate,  Hispowertonuke 
and  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,    treaties, appoint 
shall  appoint  ambassadors,  other  public  ministers  and     ambassadors, 
consuls,  judges  of  the  Supreme  Court,  and   all  other    Judges,  etc. 
officers  of  tbe  United  States,  whose  ap))ointments  are 
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not  herein  otherwise  provided  for,  and  which  shall  be  established  by  law; 
but  the  Congress  may  by  law  vest  the  appointment  of  such  inferior  officers 
as  they  think  proper,  in  the  President  alone,  in  the  courts  of  law,  or  in  the 
heads  of  departments. 
3d  Clause, — The  President  shall  have  power  to  fill  up  all  vacancies  that 

may  hapi^n  during  the  recess  of  the  Senate,  by  grant- 
May  fill  vacan-      ing  commissions,  which  shall  expire  at  the  end  of  their 
cies*  next  session. 

SECTION  III. 

He  shall,  from  time  to  time,  give  to  Congress  information  of  the  state  of 

the  Union,  and  recommend  to  their  consideration  such 

Power  to  convene  measures  as  he  shall  judge  necessary  and  expedient; 

Congress*  he  may,  on   extraordinary  occasions,   convene   both 

houses,  or  cither  of  them,  and  in  case  of  disagreement 
between  them,  with  respect  to  tlie  time  of  adjournment,  he  may  adjourn 
them  to  such  time  as  he  shall  think  proper;  he  shall  receive  ambassadors 
and  other  public  ministers;  he  shall  take  care  that  the  laws  \>e  faithfully 
executed,  and  shall  commission  all  the  officers  of  the  United  States. 

sECTios;.  IV. 

The  President,  Vice  President,  and  all  civil  officers  of  the  United  States 

shall  be  removed  from  office  on  impeachment  for,  and 
How  officers  may    conviction  of,  treason,  bribery,  or  other  high  crimes 
be  removed*        and  misdemeanors. 

ARTICLE  IIL 

SECTION    I. 

The  judicial  power  of  the  United  States  shall  be  vested  in  one  supreme 

court,  and  in  jsuch  inferior  courts  as  the  Congress  may 

Judicial  power,     from  time  to  time  ordain  and  establish.     The  judges, 

how  vested*         both   of  the  supreme  and  inferior  courts,  shall  hold 

their  offices  during  good  behavior,  and  shall,  at  stated 
times,  receive  for  their  services  a  com|)ensation,  which  shall  not  be  dimin- 
ished during  their  continuance  in  office. 

SECTION    II. 

1$(  Chtutf. — The  judicial  iH»wer  shall  extend  to  all  cases,  in  law  and 

e<iuity,  arising  under  this  constitution,  the  laws  of  the 
To  what  cases  it     United   States,  the  treaties  made,  or  which   shall  l>e 
extends*  made,  under  their  authority ;  to  all  cases  affiectiug  am- 

bassadors, other  public  ministers,  <and  consuls;  to  all 
cases  of  admiralty  and  maritime  jurisdiction ;  to  controversies  to  which  the 
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Fniied  SlAtea  sliall  b«  a  jiartv ;  to  cnntrovereies  betwoon  tiro  or  more 
iUlrn;  betweea  a  Blnte  and  k-ittzenit  of  another  state;  betwwn  citizens  ot 
didbnrnl  states;  between  citizen^i  iiF  the  same  state  ckiniing  lnn<la  uader 
j^nta  of  ililFervot  atuE^,  and  between  a  atute,  or  l]ie  citizeiu  thereof,  and 
furciKn  iit.iU-9,  citiiens  or  subjects. 

Sif  ClatuK. — In  all  ciaea  aflecting  ambnsaadors,  other 
■n<i  ('(iniitU.  and  Ihoae  in  which  a  istHte  ohnll  be  party, 
Ihc  supreme  court  shsll  have  original  jurisdicliot 
In  alt  tliv  other  caees  before  mentioned,  the  supreme 
court  shall  liave  appellate  jurisdiction, both  aa  to  law 
aud  fart,  irith  such  exceptions  and  under  such  regilta- 
tiuiw  as  the  Cougree  shall  make. 

3rf  Claute. — The  trial  of  all  crimes,  eieept  in  cases   of  impeuchmeot, 
shall  b«  bx  jury;  and  such  trial  shall  be  held  iu  the 
•tate  where  the  said  crimessliall  have  been  cummilted;    RuleH  refljiecllng 
bat  wiisn  not  committed  within  any  state,  the  trial       trials, 
eball  be  at  such  place  or  places  as  the  Congress  may  by 
law  hnvcdirecte,!. 


r  public  ministers 

Jarliidiclinn  uf 
tliD  Suprfino 
Court. 


]tf  Cfaujif.— Treason  against  the  United  States  shall  consist  only  in  levy- 
ing war  against  them,  or  in  adherifig  to  their  enemies,  Treason  defined, 
giving  them  aid  and  comfort. 

2d  Claute. — No  person  shall  be  convicted  of  treason  unless  on  the  testi- 
mony of  two  witnesses  to  the  same  overt  act,  or  on  confession  in  open 


3d  Clausf, — The  Congress  shall  have  power  to  declare  the  punishment 
of  treason,  but  no  attainder  of  treason  shall  work  cor- 
ruption of  blood,  or  forfeiture,  except  during  the  life       Hon  punished, 
of  the  person  attainted. 

ARTICLE  IV. 


Full  faith  and  credit  shall  be  given  in  each  state  to  the  public  acts, 
Rcords,  and  judicial  proceedings  of  every  other  stale. 
And  the  Congress  may,  by  general  laws,- prescribe  the    Rights  of  States 
manner  in  which  such  actM,  records,  and  proceedings        to  public  failll 
•hall  be  proved,  and  the  eflect  thereof.  defined. 


J«(  Ctiiuie.— The  citizens  of  each  state  shall  be  enti-     Frivllegresof  clt- 
iM  to  all  privil^^  and  immunities  of  citizens  in  the         izens. 
■ncral  atatea. 
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2d  Clause, — A  person  charged  in  any  state  with  treason,  felony,  or  other 

crime,  who  shall  flee  from  justice,  and  be  found  in  an- 

Executiye  requi-    other  state,  shall  on  demand  of  the  executive  authori- 

sition*  ity  of  the  state  from  which  he  fled,  be  delivered  up,  to 

be  removed  to  the  state  having  jurisdiction  of  the  crime. 
Zd  Clause. — No  person  held  to  service  or  labor  in  one  state,  under  the 

laws  thereof,  escaping  into  another,  shall,  in  conse- 

Law  regulating      quence  of  any  law  or  regulation  therein,  be  discharged 

service  or  la-      from  such  service  or  labor,  but  shall  be  delivered  up 

bon  on  claim  of  the  party  to  whom  such  service  or  labor 

may  be  due. 

SECTION     III. 

1st  Clause. — New  states  may  be  admitted  by  the  Congress   into  this 

Union ;  but  no  new  state  shall  be  formed  or  erected" 
New  states,  liow  within  the  jurisdiction  of  any  other  state;  nor  any 
formed  and  ad-  state  be  formed  by  the  junction  of  two  or  more  states, 
mitted.  or  parts  of  states,  without  the  consent  of  the  legisla- 

tures of  the  states  concerned  as  well  as  of  the  Congress. 
2d  Clause. — The  Congress  shall  have  power  to  dispose  of  and  make  all 

needful  rules  and  regulations  respecting  the  territory 

Power  of  Con-    or  other  property  belonging  to  the  United  States ;  and 

gress  over  public  nothing  in  this  constitution  shall  be  so  construed  as 

lands*  to  prejudice  any  claims  of  the  United  States,  or  of  any 

particular  state. 

SECTION   IV. 

The  United  States  shall  guarantee  to  every  state  in  this  Union  a  repub- 
lican form  of  government,  and  shall  protect  each  of 
Republican  gov-    them  against  invasion,  and  on  application  of  the  leg- 
ernment  guar-    islaturc,  or  of  the  executive  (when  the  legislatui^  can 
anteed*  not  be  convened),  against  domestic  violence. 

ARTICLE  V. 

The  Congress,  whenever  two-thirds  of  both  houses  shall  deem   it  neces- 
sary, sliall  propose  amendments  to  this  constitution, 
Constitution,  how  or,  on  the  application  of  the  legislatures  of  two-thirds 
to  be  amended*   of  the  several  states,  shall  call   a  convention  for  pro- 
posing amendments,  which,   in  either  case,   shall    be 
valid  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  as  jiart  of  this  constitution,  when  rat- 
ified by  the  legislatures  of  three- fourths  of  the  several  states,  or  by  eim- 
ventions  in  three-fourths  thereof,  as  the  one  or  the  other  mode  of  rati- 
fication may  be  proposed  by  the  Congress,  provided  that  no  amendment 
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"^^Iiich  amy  be  made  prior  to  the  year  one  iLoiiaand  eight  hundi'ed  and. 
^  Sght  shall  in  any  miDDer  affect  the  first  and  fourth  clanses  in  the  ninth 
^^-^stlion  of  the  first  article;  and  Ihnt  no  state,  without  il«  consent,  sbftll 
^^»  K  deprived  of  its  equal  nuffragc  in  the  Senate. 

ARTICLE  Vr. 
Itt  CiiniK. — All  debts  contracted  and   engagements 
^^ntervd  into,  before  the  adoption  of  this  constitution,  Valldltf  »r  d«bts 
^liall  be  as  valid  agaiusl  th«  United  States  under  this        re«ig'iii/U<I> 
K^'^nstitution  as  under  the  confederation. 

2d  Cfauw.— This  constitution,  and  tlie  laws  of  the  United  Smtcs  which 
^^liall  be  made  in  pursuance  thereof;  and  all  treaties 
^caiadc,  or  which  shall  be  made,  under  the  authority  of  Nii|»reine  law  of 
"^-Le  United  States,  shall  be  ^he  supreme  law  of  the  the  land  dc-flned. 
"M  nnd ;  oad  the  judges  in  every  state  shall  be  bound 
^K_hvrehj,  anytliing  in  the  constitution  or  laws  of  any  state  to  the  tontrary 
»n  otwitlistanding. 

3-?  ^V/iHw.^Thp  senators  and  represenlntives  Iwfore  mentioned,  and  the 
'^dembers  of  the  several  state  legislatures,  and  all  ex- 
^scutive  and  judicial  officers,  both  of  the  United  States  Oath,  Of  whom  re* 
^knd  of  the  several  states,  shall  he  bound  by  oath  or        reqnlred,  and 
^kffirmation  U>  support  this  constitution  ;  but  no  relig-        for  what. 
Sons  test  shall  ever  be  required  as  a  qualification  to 
^ny  office  or  public  trust  under  the  United  States. 


ARTICLE  VIL 


The  ratification  of  the  co 
Ihe  establishment  of  thia 
•tales  so  ratifying  the  same 
i>ane  in  convention  by  the 

seventeenth  day  of  Septemh 
seven  hundred  and  eighty 
United  States  of  Ai 
hereunto  subscribed 


>«o 


the  twclftli. 
[Si 


of  the  states  present,  the 
the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand 
I,  and  o(  the  independence  of  the 
In  witness  whereof  we  have 
by  the  members  of  the  con- 


AMENDMENTS. 


At  the  firet  session  of  the  First  Congress,  held  in  the  city  of  New  York, 
and  begun  on  Wednesday,  the  4th  of  March,  1789,  many  amendmcnls  to 
Ibe  national  constitution  were  olTercd  for  consideration.  The  Congrens 
proposed  ten  of  them  to  the  legislatures  of  the  several  stales.  TheE*e  were 
ratified  by  the  constitutional  number  of  state  legislatures  by  the  middle 
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of  December,  1791.  Five  other  amendments  have  since  been  proposed  and 
duly  ratified,  and  have  become  with  the  other  ten  a  part  of  the  national 
■constitution.    The  following  are  the  amendments : 

ARTICLE  I. 

Congress  shall  make  no  law  respecting  an  establishment  of  religion,  or 

prohibiting  the  free  exercise  thereof ;  or  abridging  the 
Freedom  in  relig-  freedom  of  speech,  or  of  the  press;  or  the  right  of  the 
ion  and  speech,    people  peaceably  to  assemble,  and  to  petition  the  gov- 
and  of  the  press*  emment  for  redress  of  grievances. 

ARTICLE  II. 

A  well-regulated  militia  being  necessary  to  the  security  of  a  free  state. 
Militia*  the  right  of  the  people  to  keep  and  bear  arms  shall 

not  be  infringed. 

ARTICLE  IIL 

No  soldier  shall,  in  time  of  peace,  be  quartered  in  any  house,  without 
Soldiers*         the  consent  of  the  owner,  nor  in  time  of  war,  but  in  a 
manner  to  be  prescribed  by  law. 

ARTICLE  IV. 

The  right  of  the  people  to  be  secure  in  their  persons,  honses,  papers,  and 

eflfects,  against   unreasonable  searches  and  seizures, 

Search  warrants*  shall  not  be  violated,  and  no  warrants  shall  issue,  but 

upon  probable  cause,  supported  by  oath  or  affirmation, 

and  particularly  describing  the  place  to  be  searched,  and  the  persons  or 

things  to  be  seized. 

ARTICLE  V. 

No  person  shall  be  held  to  answer  for  a  capital,  or  otherwise  infamous 

crime,  unless  on  a  presentment  or  indictment  of  a 
Capital  crimes*    grand  jury,  except  in  cases  arising  in  the  land  or  naval 

forces,  or  in  the  militia,  when  in  actual  service  in  time 
of  war  and  public  danger;  nor  shall  any  person  be  subject,  for  the  same 
offense,  to  be  twice  put  in  jeopardy  of  life  or  limb ;  nor  shall  be  compelled 
in  any  criminal  case  to  be  a  witness  against  himself,  nor  to  be  deprived  of 
life,  liberty,  or  property,  without  due  process  of  law;  nor  shall  private 
property  be  taken  for  public  use,  without  just  compensation. 
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ARTICLE  VI. 

In  all  criminal  proeecntions,  the  accused  shall  enjoy  the  right  to  a 
«peedy  and  public  trial,  by  an  impartial  jury  of  the 
state  and  district  wherein  the  crime  shall  have  been     Trial  by  jury, 
committed,  which  district  shall  have  been  previously 
sLscertaiued  by  law,  and  to  be  informed  of  the  nature  and  cause  of  the 
accusation;  to  be  confronted  with  the  witnesses  against  him;   to  have 
compulsory  process  for  obtaining  witnesses  in  his  favor,  and  to  have  the 
assistance  of  counsel  for  his  defense. 

ARTICLE  VII. 

In  suits  at  common  law,  where  the  value  in  controversy  shall  exceed 
twenty  dollars,  the  right  of  trial  by  jury  shall  be  pre- 
served, and  no  fact  tried  by  a  jury  shall  be  otherwise    Snitsat  common 
re-examined  in  any  court  of  the  United  States  than  Iaw» 

according  to  the  rules  of  common  law. 

ARTICLE  VIII. 

Excessive  bail  shall  not  be  required,  nor  excessive  fines  imposed,  nor 
cruel  and  unusual  punishments  inflicted.  BaU* 

ARTICLE  IX. 

The  enumeration  in  the  constitution  of  certain  rights  shall  not  be  con- 
strued to  deny  or  disparage  others  retained  by  the  Certain  rigiits 
people.  defined. 

ARTICLE  X. 

The  powers  not  delegated  to  the  United  States  by  the  constitution,  nor 
prohibited  by  it  to  the  states  are  reserved  to  the  states  RiglitB  reserved* 
respectively,  or  to  the  people. 

ARTICLE  XL 

The  judicial  power  of  the  United  States  shall  not  be  construed  to  extend 
to  any  suit  in  law  or  equity,  commenced  or  prosecuted 
against  one  of  the  United  States,  by  citizens  of  an-     Judicial  power 
other  state,  or  by  citizens  or  subjects  of  any  foreign  limited. 

sUte. 

7 
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ARTICLE  XII. 

The  electors  shall  meet  in  their  rt»spective  states,  and  vote  by  ballot  for 

President  and  Vice-President,  one  of  whom,  at  least. 
Amendment  re-  shall  not  be  an  inhabitant  of  the  same  state  with  them- 
spectingr  the  selves;  they  shall  name  in  their  ballots  the  person 
election  of  voted  for  as  President,  and  in  distinct  ballots  the  per- 
President  and  son  voted  for  as  Vice-President,  and  they  shall  make 
Vice  Presi-  distinct  lists  of  all  persons  voted  for  as  President,  and 
dent*  of  all  persons  voted  for  as  Vice-President,  and  of  the 

number  of  votes  for  each,  which  lists  they  shall  sign 
and  certify,  and  transmit  sealed  to  the  seat  of  pfovernment  of  the  United 
States,  directed  to  the  President  of  the  Senate ;  the  President  of  the  Senate 
shall,  in  the  presence  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives,  open 
all  the  certificates,  and  the  votes  shall  then  be  counted;  the  person  having 
the  greatest  number  of  votes  for  President,  shall  be  the  President,  if  such 
number  be  a  majority  of  the  whole  number  of  electors  appointed ;  and  if 
no  person  have  such  majority,  then  from  the  persons  having  the  highest 
numbers,  not  exceeding  three,  on  the  list  of  those  voted  for  as  President, 
the  House  of  Representatives  shall  choose  immediately,  by  ballot,  the 
President.  But  in  choosing  the  President  the  votes  shall  be  taken  by 
states,  the  representation  from  each  state  having  one  vote ;  a  quorum  for 
this  purpose  shall  consist  of  a  member  or  members  from  two-thirds  {>f  the 
states,  and  a  majority  of  all  the  states  shall  be  necessary  to  a  choice.  And 
if  the  House  of  Representatives  shall  not  choose  a  President  whenever  the 
right  of  choice  shall  devolve  upon  tliem,  before  the  fourth  day  of  March 
next  following,  then  tlie  Vice-President  shall  act  as  President,  as  in  the 
case  of  the  death  or  other  constitutional  disability  of  the  President.  The 
person  having  the  greatest  number  of  votes  as  Vice-President  shall  be  the 
Vice-President,  if  such  number  be  a  majority  of  the  whole  number  of  elect- 
ors appointed,  and  if  no  person  have  a  majority,  then,  from  the  two  high- 
est numbers  on  the  list,  the  Senate  shall  choose  the  Vice-President;  a  quo- 
rum for  the  purpose  shall  consist  of  two-thirds  of  the  whole  number  of 
senators,  and  a  majority  of  the  whole  number  shall  be  necessary  to  a 
choice.  But  no  person  constitutionally  ineligible  to  the  office  of  President 
shall  be  eligible  to  that  of  Vice-President  of  tlie  L^nited  States. 

ARTICLE  XIII. 

SECTION    I. 

Neither  slavery  nor  involuntary  servitude,  except  as  a  punishment  for 
crime,  whereof  the  party  shall  have  been  duly  con- 
victed, shall  exist  within  thu  United  States,  or  any  Slavery    prolllb- 
place  subject  to  their  jurisdiction.  ited. 
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SECTION  ir. 

Congress  shall  have  power  to  enforce  this  article  by  appropriate  legisla- 
tion. 

ARTICLE  XIV. 

SECTION   I. 

All  persons  bom  or  naturalized  in  the  United  States,  and  subject  to  the 
jurisdiction  thereof,  are  citizens  of  tlie  United  States 
and  of  the  state  wherein  they  reside.    No  state  shall  Citizens  and  their 
make  or  enforce  any  law  which  shall  abridge  the  priv-  rights* 

ileges  or  immunites  of  citizens  of  the  United  States ; 
nor  shall  any  state  deprive  any  person  of  life,  liberty,  or  property,  without 
due  process  of  law,  nor  deny  to  any  person  within  its  jurisdiction  the  equal 
protection  of  the  laws. 

SECTION   II. 

Representatives  shall  be  appointed  among  the  several  states  according 
to  tlieir  respective  numbers,  counting  the  whole  number  of  persons  in  each 
state,  excluding  Indians  not  taxed.  But  when  the  right  to  vote,  at  any 
elo<?tion  for  the  choice  of  clectoi's  for  Pre.^ident  and 
Vice-President  of  the  United  States,  representatives  in 
Congress,  the  executive  or  judicial  officers  of  a  state, 
or  the  members  of  tlie  legishiture  thereof,  is  denied  to 
any  of  tlie  male  inhabitants  of  such  state,  heinj^  twenty- 
one  years  of  a^e,  and  citizens  of  tlie  United  States,  or 
in  any  way  abridged,  except  for  participation  in  rebellion  or  otlier  crime, 
the  basis  of  representation  therein  shall  be  reduced  in  the  proportion 
wliioh  the  number  of  such  male  citizens  shall  bear  to  the  whole  number  of 
male  citizens  twenty-one  years  of  age  in  such  state. 


Adjustment  of 
representation 
to  the  elective 
franchise. 


SECTION    III. 

No  person  shall  be  a  senator  or  representative  in  Congress,  or  elector 
of  I^resident  and  Vice-President,  or  hold  any  office,  civil  or  military,  un- 
der the  United  States,  or  under  any  state,  who,  having 
previou>ly  taken  an  oath  as  a  menil)er  of  Congress,  or    Disabling  COn- 
as  an  officer  of  the  United  States,  or  as  a  member  of  dltlons. 

any  state  legislature,  or  as  an  executive  or  judicial 
officer  of  any  state,  to  support  the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  shall 
have  ens^ajiijed  in  insurrection  or  rebellion  against  the  same,  or  given  aid 
or  comfort  to  the  enemies  thereof.     Put  Congress  may,  by  a  vote  of  two- 
thirds  of  each  house,  remove  such  disability. 

SECTION    IV. 

The  validity  of  the  public  debt  of  the  United  States,  authorized  by  law, 
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including  debts  incurred  for  payment  of  pensions  and  bounties  for  ser- 
vices in  suppressing  insurrection  or  re1)ellion,  shall  not 
Treatment  of  pub*  be  questioned.    But  neither  tlie  United  States  nor  any 
lie  debts*         state  shall  assume  to  pay  any  debt  or  obligation  in- 
curred in  aid  of  insurrection  or  rebellion  against  the 
United  States,  or  any  claim  for  the  loss  or  emancipation  of  any  slave ; 
but  all  such  debts,  obligations,  and  claims  shall  be  held  illegal  and  void. 

SECTION   V. 

Congress  shall  have  power  to  enforce,  by  appropriate  legislation,  the 
provisions  of  this  article. 

ARTICLE  XV. 

SECTION  I. 

The  right  of  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  shall  not  be  dtsnied  or 
abridged  by  the  United  States,  or  by  any  state,  on  account  of  race,  color, 
or  previous  condition  of  servitude. 

SECTION   II. 

The  Congress  shall  have  power  to  enforce  this  article  by  ap)>fopriate 
legislation. 


*. 
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WHAT  CONSTITUTES  A  STATE. 

A  state  is  a  community  of  persons  living  within  certain  limits  of  terri- 
torj,  under  a  permanent  oi^nization,  which  aims  to  secure  the  prevalence 
of  justice  by  self-imposed  laws.  Those  persons  who  directly  exercise  con- 
trol over  the  members  of  a  state  constitute  the  government  thereof.  Every 
state  is  divided  into  two  classes — the  voting  and  the  non-voting — for  the 
former  there  is  political  liberty  and  immediate  connection  with  the  gov- 
ernment ;  for  the  latter,  the  government  is  absolute.  The  departments  of 
government  are  three :  the  legislative,  which  makes  the  laws ;  the  judicial, 
which  interprets  and  applies  them ;  and  the  executive,  which  puts  them 
into  operation. 

HOW  A  STATE  IS  MECHANICALLY  REPRESENTED. 

A  state  is  mechanically  represented  by  the  use  of  certain  symbols. 
Since  a  collection  of  cogs  on  a  cog-wheel  operate,  with  absolute  power,  a 
number  of  cogs  is  taken  to  represent  a  number  of  laws.  Since  an  officer 
of  government  operates  within  a  certain  sphere,  a  ring  is  taken  to  repre- 
sent one  or  more  officers.  For  a  like  reason  a  round  surface  represents  a 
department  of  government  or  an  official  duty. 

MECHANICAL  REPRESENTATION  OF  QEORGIA. 

On  the  portion  of  the  plate  for  Georgia  the  symbols,  indicated  by 
figures,  represent  the  following : 

1.  The  non-voting  class ; 

2.  The  voting  class ; 

3.  The  laws  by  which  the  people  operate  with  the  government ; 

4.  The  laws  controlling  the  legislative  department; 

5.  The  laws  controlling  the  judicial  department; 

6.  The  laws  controlling  the  executive  department ; 

7.  The  constitution  of  the  state ; 

8.  The  senators ; 

9.  The  representatives ; 

10.  The  judgies  of  the  supreme  court ; 

11.  The  judges  of  the  circuit  courts ; 

12.  The  judges  of  the  courts  of  ordinary ; 
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13.  The  judges  of  the  county  courts; 

14.  The  judges  of  the  justices'  courts ; 

15.  The  governor; 

16.  The  secretary  of  state ; 

17.  The  treasurer; 

18.  The  auditor; 

19.  The  attorney  general ; 

20.  The  superintendent  of  public  instruction. 

The  constitution  is  the  fundamental  law  of  the  state — a  formal  expres- 
sion of  the  will  of  a  state,  granting  authority  to  the  govetument.  All 
laws  must  accord  with  the  constitution ;  all  departments  must  operate  in 
accordance  with  it.  If  these  symbols  be  regarded  the  wheels  of  govern- 
ment, and  the  whole  combination  the  machinery  of  the  state  of  Georgia; 
and  if  the  operations  of  the  machine  represent  the  operations  of  the  gov- 
ernment, it  will  be  seen  that  when  the  constitution  of  Georgia  goes  into 
operation  (turns),  the  departments  of  the  state  government  will  be  moved 
by  it  and  in  accordance  with  it.  The  senators  and  representatives  will  be 
operating  acconling  to  the  laws  of  the  legislative  department  of  the  state; 
the  judges  according  to  the  laws  of  the  judicial  department ;  and  the  execu- 
tive officers  according  to  the  laws  of  the  executive  department.  The  three 
branches  of  government  will  be  seen  to  operate  with  the  voting  class.  The 
machinery  shows  how  the  laws  of  the  state  must  operate  according  to  the 
constitution;  how  one  department  of  government  checks  the  other  depart- 
ments; how  all  the  departments  check  or  control  the  voting  class;  and 
how  the  voting  class  can  restrain  the  departments  or  the  entire  govern- 
ment. The  non-voting  class  are  responsible  for  the  government  only  on 
the  ground  of  tacit  consent.  They  have  no  voice  in  public  affairs ;  but 
they  form  a  part  of  the  community  and  owe  allegiance  to  the  government. 
These  conditions  are  represented  by  that  portion  of  the  machine  surround- 
ing the  symbol  for  the  voting  class. 

UNION   OF  THE  STATES. 

As  Georgia  is  represented  on  the  plate  so  is  every  other  state  of  the 
Union.  These  representations  are  located  so  as  to  form  a  circle  around  a 
certain  point.  This  circle  represents  the  union  of  states,  grouped  accord- 
ing to  their  geographical  positions.  The  cops  touching  the  states  indicate 
the  laws  by  which  the  states  operate  in  accordance  with  the  national  gov- 
ernment. 

THE  XATIONA^L  fiOVERNMEXT, 

The  symbols  for  the  national  government  are  as  follows: 

A.  The  laws  controlling  the  legislative  department ; 

B.  The  laws  controlling  the  judicial  department ; 
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C    The  laws  controlling  the  executive  dejmrtment; 

D.    The  constitution  of  the  United  States. 

The  constitution  is  the  central  authority  of  the  nation,  the  fundamental 
law  of  the  land.  All  departments  must  operate  according  to  its  proTi- 
nons.    Anj  law  which  violates  it  is  void. 

LEGISLATIVE  DEPARTMENT. 

The  legislative  department  consists  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Bepre- 
aentatives.  The  upper  ring  of  this  department  indicates  the  senators. 
They  are  controlled  by  laws  represented  by  cogs  surrounding  the  ring. 
Tiie  cogs  within  the  ring  show  the  laws  by  which  the  senators  perform 
thnr  duties.  The  duties  or  powers  of  the  Senate  are  seven,  represented  by 
wren  wheels,  as  follows : 

1.    Power  of  general  legislation,  coordinate  with  the  same  work  in  the 

House; 
2i    Power  of  proposing  or  concurring  with  amendments  to  bills  for 

raising  revenue ; 
3L    Power  of  ratifying  treaties ; 
4i    Power  of  confirming  certain  officers ; 
&    Power  of  choosing  their  officers  except  their  president ; 
^    Power  of  electing  a  Vice-President  when  electors  fail  to  make  a 

choice ; 
7.    Power  of  trying  impeachments. 

The  cogs  surrounding  these  wheels  show  the  laws  by  which  the  senators 
perform  their  duties.  The  representatives  are  also  indicated  by  a  ring 
bounded  by  laws,  as  those  described  for  the  senators.  The  powers  of  the 
representatives  are  five,  which  are  shown  by  five  wheels,  as  follows; 

1.  Power  of  general  legislation  coordinate  with  the  same  work  in  the 

Senate ; 

2.  Power  of  choosing  their  officers ; 

3.  Power  of  originating  impeachments ; 

4.  Power  of  originating  bills  for  raising  revenue; 

6.  Power  of  electing  a  Fresident  when  one  is  not  chosen  by  the  electors. 
Outside  of  the  Senate  and  House,  but  controlled  by  them,  are  two  wheels 
representing  the  library  of  Congress  and  the  government  printing-office. 
The  library  (E)  contains  three  hundred  and  sixty-five  thousand  volumes 
and  one  hundred  and  twenty  thousand  pamphlets.  The  copyright  depart- 
ment is  controlled  by  the  library.  The  government  printing-office  (F)  is 
the  largest  printing  and  binding  establishment  in  the  world.  It  employs 
one  thousand  five  hundred  persons  at  printing,  binding,  lithographing, 
mapping,  and  engraving,  at  an  annual  cost  of  about  one  million  eight  hun« 
dred  thousand  dollars. 
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JUDICIAL  DEPARTMENT. 

The  judicial  department  consists  of  the  United  States  supreme  court, 
the  United  States  circuit  courts,  the  United  States  district  courts,  the 
court  of  claims,  and  the  supreme  court  of  the  District  of  Columbia. 

SUPREME  COURT. 

The  justices  of  the  supreme  court  are  represented  by  a  ring  bounded  by 
laws  indicating  how  these  officers  are  controlled,  and  how  they  |)erform 
their  duties.  The  duties  of  judges  consist  in  determining  cases  belonging 
to  the  jurisdiction  of  their  court.  Suits  tried  by  a  court  are  classified ; 
each  classification  represents  a  duty.  The  branches  of  jurisdiction  of  the 
supreme  court  are  as  follows : 

1.  Determining  cases  affecting  ambassadors ; 

2.  Determining  cases  affecting  other  public  ministers; 

3.  Determining  controversies  between  two  or  more  states ; 

4.  Between  a  state  and  citizens  of  another  state ; 

5.  Between  a  state  or  citizens  thereof,  and  foreign  states,  citizens,  or 

subjects ; 

6.  Cases  of  admiralty  and  maritime  jurisdiction  ; 

7.  Controversies  in  which  the  United  States  shall  be  a  party ; 

8.  Between  citizens  of  different  states; 

9.  Between  citizens  of  the  same  state  claiming  land  under  grants  of 

different  states ; 
10.     Appeals  from  the  circuit  and  district  courts.     Its  jurisdiction  of  the 
first  five  classes  is  original,  of  the  remainder  appellate.     The 
jurisdiction  of  this  court  extends  to  all  cases  of  law  and  equity 
arising  (1)  under  the  constitution  of  the  United  States;  (2)  un- 
der the  laws  of  the  United  States;  and  (3)  under  treaties  made 
under  their  authority. 
The  supreme  court  is  the  highest  judicial  authority  in  the  United  States^ 
and  consists  of  the  chief  justice  and  eight  associate  justices.     It  must  hold 
one  regular  terra  a  year,  commencing  on  the  second  Monday  in  October^ 
and  such  special  terms  as  may  be  necessary. 

UNITED  STATES   CIRCUIT  COURTS. 

These  courts  have  jurisdiction  over  suits  under  twenty  heads,  repre- 
sented by  twenty  wheels,  as  follows : 

1.  Of  all  suits  of  a  civil  nature  where  the  matter  in  dispute  exceeds 

the  sum  of  $500,  and  an  alien  is  a  party,  or  between  citizens  of 
different  states. 

2.  Of  all  suits  in  equity  of  $500,  and  the  TTnited  States  are  petitioners. 
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Of  all  suits  at  common  Utr  by  United  States  officeis. 
4.    Suits  under  import,  internal  revenue,  anil  postal  laws. 
6.    Suits  for  the  enforcement  of  penalties  as  to  lavB  regillating  the 
carriage  of  passengers  in  merchant  vessels. 

6.  Suite  arising  under  Idwr  relnting  to  llie  tlave  trade. 

7.  Suits  and  proceedings  for  condemnation  of  properly  used  for  in- 

surrectionary purposes. 

8.  Suits  on  debenture,  eiistoms,  duties. 

9-    Suits  uuder  tlie  patent  or  copyright  laws. 
10-    Suits  by  or  against  natiutial  bunks. 
11.    Suits  to  enjoin  the  comptroller  of  the  currency. 

13.  Suits  for  injuries  on  aecounC  of  acts  done  under  lavs  of  llie  tlnlted 

States  for  protection  or  collection  of  the  revenoes,  or  to  enforce' 
the  rights  of  citizens  of  the  United  States  lo  vole  in  the  several 

IS.  Suits  to  recover  offices  where  the  question  arises  out  of  the  right  lo 
vote  on  account  of  race,  color,  or  previous  condition  of  ser- 
vitude. 

14.  Suits  for  removal  of  officers  holding  contrary  to  the  fourteenth 

amendment. 

15.  Suits  for  penalties  under  laws  to  enforce  the  elective  francftise. 

16.  Suits  to  redress  deprivation  of  rights  secured  by  the  constitution 

and  laws. 

17.  Suits  on  account  of  injuries  by  conspirators  in  certain  cases. 

18.  Suits  against  any  person  having  knowledge  of  a  conspiracy  and 

neglects  or  refuses  to  prevent  the  same. 

19.  Suits  against  officers  and  ownem  of  vessels. 

20.  Of  all  crimes  and  oSenMCs  cognizable  under  authority  of  the  United 

States,  except  where  otherwise  provided  by  law,  and  concurrent 
jurisdiction  with  the  district  courts  of  crimes  and  oflenses  cog- 
nizable therein. 
The  chief  justice  and  associate  justices  of  the  supreme  court  are  allotted 
mmoag  the  circuits  by  an  order  of  llie  court.     For  each  circuit  a  circuit 
judge  is  appoiuted.     Circuit  courts  are  held  by  the  circuit  justice  or  by 
the  circuit  judge,  or  by  the  district  judge,  silting  alone,  or  by  any  two  of 
these  judges  sitting  together.     The  judges  are  represented  by  a  ring. 
Next  in  importance  to  the  circuit  courts  are  the 
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which  have  jurisdiction  over  suits  under  eighteen  heads,  as  follows : 
1.    Of  all  crimes  and  oHenses  cognizable  under  the  authority  of  th 
United  States,  committed  within  their  respective  districts,  o 
Upon  the  high  seas,  the  punishment  of  which  is  not  capital. 
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2.  Of  all  cases  arising  under  any  act  for  the  punishment  of  piracji 

when  no  circuit  court  is  held  in  the  district. 

3.  Of  all  suits  for  penalties  and  forfeitures  incurred  under  any  law  of 

the  United  States. 

4.  Of  all  suits  brought  at  common  law  by  the  United  States. 

5.  Of  all  suits  in  equity  to  enforce  the  lien  of  the  United  States  upon 

anv  real  estate  for  anv  internal  revenue  tax. 

6.  Of  all  suits  for  the  recovery  of  any  forfeiture  or  damages  for  frauds 

against  the  United  States. 

7.  Of  all  causes  of  action  arising  under  the  postal  laws. 

8.  Of  all  causes  of  admiralty  and  maritime  jurisdiction ;  and  of  all 

seizures  on  land  and  on  waters  not  within  ax^niralty  jurisdic- 
tion, and  of  all  prizes. 

9.  Of  all  procee<lings  for  the  condemnation  of  property  taken  as  prise, 

except  property  used  for  insurrectionary  purposes. 

10.  Of  all  suits  by  the  assignee  of  any  debenture  for  drawback  of  duties. 

11.  Of  all  suits  on  account  of  injuries  by  conspirators  in  certain  cases. 

12.  Of  all  suits  to  redress  deprivation  of  rights  secured  by  the  constitu- 

tion and  laws. 

13.  Of  all  suits  to  recover  offices,  except  of  electors  of  President  and 

Vice-President,    representatives,  or  delegate  in  Congress,  or 
member  of  a  state  legislature. 

14.  Of  all  suits  for  the  removal  from  office  of  any  person,  except  a  mem- 

ber of  Congress,  or  of  a  j<tate  legislature,  contrary  to  the  four- 
teenth amendment  of  the  constitution. 

15.  Of  all  suits  by  or  against  national  hanks. 

10.     Of  all  suits  bn>ught  by  any  alien  for  a  tort  only  in  violation  of  the 
rights  of  nations,  or  of  9,  treaty  of  the  United  States. 

17.  Of  all  suits  against  consuls. 

18.  Of  all  matters  and  proceedings  in  bankruptcy. 

The  United  States  are  divided  into  fifty-nine  districts,  over  each  of 
which  a  district  judge  is  appointed,  with  but  few  exceptions.  Third  in 
importance  to  the  supreme  court,  is  the 

COURT  OF  CLAIMS, 

which  has  jurisdiction  as  follows  ; 

1.  Of  all  claims  founded  uf>on  any  law  of  Congress; 

2.  Or  upon  any  regulation  of  an  executive  department; 

3.  Or  upon  any  contract,  expressed  or  implied,  with  the  government 

of  the  United  States; 

4.  And  of  all  claims  which  may  be  referred  to  it  by  either  house  of 

Congress. 
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Ftior  to  1856|  thoie  haTing  claims  against  the  goyemment,  which  the 
departmenti  declined  to  pay»  had  no  remedy,  except  bj  petition  to  Con- 
|re«.  Aocoidingly  the  court  of  claims  was  established,  consisting  of  a 
ckM  justice  and  four  judges. 

THE  SUPREME  COURT  OF  DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA 

poeseflses  the  same  powers  and  exercises  the  same  jurisdiction  as  the  cir- 
cuit courts  of  the  United  States,  besides  jurisdiction  of  cases  classified 
Under  six  other  heads,  all  represented  bj  wheels  indicating: 

1.  Courts  for  trial  of  crimes  and  offenses  arising  within  the  district. 

2.  Suits  in  equity  and  law  arising  under  the  copyright  and  patent  laws. 
8.    Proceedings  in  all  common  law  and  chancery  cases. 

4.  Suits  for  trud  of  divorces. 

fi.  Suits  for  trial  of  bankruptcy. 

0.  Cases  of  appeal. 

7.  Same  jurisdiction  as  the  circuit  courts. 

THE  EXECUTIVE  DEPARTMENT 

^^onsists  of  the  President,  represented  by  a  large  ring.  The  cogs  bounding 
i  C  indicate  the  laws  by  which  tlie  President  is  controlled,  and  by  which 
^^e  controls  his  under-oflicials.  Within  this  ring  are  seven  prominent 
^^ngs,  each  indicating  a  cabinet  officer,  and  the  seven  representing  the 
^^abinet.  The  cogs  surrounding  a  ring  indicate  the  laws  by  which  the 
-^^resident  controls  the  officer. 

STATE   DEPARTMENT. 

The  ring  near  the  top  represents  tlie  secretary  of  state,  who  directs  the 
w>usine«8  of  the  state  department.     The  business  of  this  department  com- 
Borises  the  duties  of  twelve  divisions,  consisting  of  four  bureaus  and  eight 
<ither  divisions,  represented  by  the  wheels  within  the  ring,  which  have 
Oogs  an>und  them,  indicating  the  laws  by  which  the  secretary  manages  the 
^ivihions.     A  "bureau"  is  a  term  applied  to  the  transaction  of  business, 
In  suljordination  to  a  sujierior  branch  of  the  government.     IJiireaus  per- 
form a»  imi)ortant  services  as  the  departments  under  which  they  act.    The 
iollowing  are  the  divisions : 


1.  Diplomatic  bureau. 

2.  Consular  bureau. 

3.  Bureau  of  archives. 

4.  Bureau  of  accounts. 

5.  Statistical  division. 

6.  Librarian. 


7.  Statistics. 

8.  Law  bureau. 

9.  Translations. 

10.  Passjwrt  clerk. 

11.  Pardons  and  commissions. 

12.  Chief  clerk. 


These  branches  are  all  conducted  by  efficient  heads.     The  immediate 
work  of  the  secretary  is  Uiat  of  attending  to  business  connected  with  for- 


108  HISTORY   OF   AMERICAN   POLITICS. 

eign  affairs ;  of  the  use  and  keeping  of  the  seal  of  the  United  States ;  of 
preserving  the  original  of  bills,  resolutions,  and  orders  of  Congress;  of 
preserving  the  statutes  of  the  several  states;  of  promulgating  laws;  and  of 
laying  before  Congress  information  relating  to  foreign  affairs. 

TREASURY     DEPARTMENT. 

The  secretary  of  the  treasury  has  charge  of  the  treasury  department. 
This  department  is  divided  into  twenty-six  offices  and  bureaus,  indicated 
by  twenty-six  wheels.     The  names  of  the  divisions  are : 

1.  Chief  clerk's  office.  12.    Supervising  surgeon-general  of 

2.  Office  of  the  custodian  of  the  marine  hospital. 

building.  13.  First  comptroller. 

3.  Special  agents'  division.  14.  Second  comptroller. 

4.  The  secret  service.  15.  Commissioner  of  customs. 

5.  Division    of  captured   and  16.  First  auditor. 

abandoned  property.  17.    Second  auditor. 

6.  Bureau   of   engraving    and     18.    Third  auditor. 

printing.  19.    Fourth  auditor. 

7.  Bureau  of  the  mint.  20.    Fifth  auditor. 

8.  Office  of    the    supervising      21.    Sixth  auditor. 

architect.  22.    Treasurer. 

9.  Sui)ervising  inspector  gen-      23.     Register. 

eral  of  steam  vessels.  24.     Comptroller  of  the  currency. 

10.  Office  of  the  superintendent     25.     Commissioner  of    internal  rev- 

of  the  life-saving  service.  enue. 

11.  Office    of    the    light-house    26.    Coast  survey. 

board. 
Next  in  importance  is  the 

WAR   DEPARTMENT, 

managed  by  the  secretary  of  war.  The  duties  of  this  department  are 
classified  under  fourteen  heads: 

1.  Rebel  archive  branch.  8.  Commissary-general. 

2.  Rebellion  records.  9.  Paymaster-general. 

3.  Adjutant-general's  office.  10.  Surgeon-general. 

4.  Office  of  iuvspector-general.  11.  Chief  of  ordnance. 

5.  Bureau  of  military  justice.  12.  Chief  of  engineers  of  the  army. 

6.  Signal  service.  13.  The  U.  S.  army. 

7.  Quartermaster-general's  office.  14.  Military  academy. 

NAVY   DEPARTMENT. 

The  secretary  of  the  navy  has  charge  of  the  navy  department     Its  work 
is  embraced  under  fourteen  divisions ; 
1.     Bureau  of  vards  and  docks. 
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%  Btamn  of  equipment  and  recruiting. 

3»  Bareau  of  oaTigation. 

4.  Barean  of  ordnance. 

5.  Bnrean  of  construction  and  repairs. 
^  Bareau  of  steam  engineering. 

7.  Bareau  of  provisions  and  clothing. 

8l  Bureau  of  medicine  and  surgery. 

9.  U.  S.  naval  asjlnm  at  Philadelphia. 

10.  U.  S.  naval  hospitals. 

11.  Naval  academj  at  Annapolis. 

12.  U.S.  navy. 

13w    U.  S.  marine  corps. 

14.    Navy-yards  and  shore  stations. 

IXTEBIOB  BEPABTMENT.  • 

The  secretary  of  the  interior  is  head  of  the  interior  department,  the 
business  of  which  can  be  inferred  from  the  following  nine  divisions : 

1.  General  land  office.  G.    Bureau  of  education. 

2.  U.  S.  pension  office.  7.     Auditor  of  railroad  accounts. 

3.  Indian  office.  8.     Architect  of  the  capital. 

4.  Patent  office.  9.     Geological  survey. 

5.  Census  office. 

This  department  controls  the  entomological  commision,  officers  of  D.  C, 
under  the  interior  department,  government  hospital  for  the  insane,  Colum- 
bia institution  for  the  instruction  of  the  deaf  and  dumb,  freedmen's  hos- 
pital and  asylum,  and  Columbia  hospital  for  women,  and  lying-in  asylum. 

The  Smithsonian  institution  and  the  agricultural  department  are  gen- 
erally classified  under  the  interior  department,  although  they  do  not  be- 
long to  it. 

POST-OFFICE  DEPARTMENT. 

The  work  of  the  post-office  department,  headed  by  the  post-master  gen- 
eral, is  distributed  among  seven  officers,  besides  the  work  jHTformcd  in  the 
office  of  the  secretary,  and  con<*titutes  what  is  done  (1)  in  the  office  of  the 
fiR^t  assistant  post-master-general ;  (2)  in  the  office  of  second  assistant  i>ost- 
iD aster-general ;  (3)  in  the  office  of  third  assistant  post-master-general ;  (4) 
in  the  office  of  superintendent  of  the  money-order  system;  (o)  in  the  office 
of  superintendent  of  the  foreign  mail;  (G)'in  the  office  of  su)>crintendent 
of  the  railway  mail  service;  (7)  in  the  office  of  the  assistant  attorney- 
l^neral  for  the  post-office  department. 

DEPARTMENT  OF  JUSTICE. 

The  attorney  general  is  head  of  the  department  of  justice.  His  business 
may  Ije  arranged  under  four  heads:  (1)  that  performed  by  the  solicitor- 
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general ;  (2)  by  the  solicitor  of  the  internal  revenue  service ;  (3)  by  the 
solicitor  of  the  treasury ;  and  (4)  by  the  examiner  t)f  claims. 

DUTIES   OF  THE  PRESIDENT. 

Touching  the  ring  for  the  President  are  fourteen  small  wheels,  indi- 
cating fourteen  duties  of  the  President,  as  follows: 

1.  The  duty  of  acting  as  comniiinder-in-chief  of  the  army  and  navy. 

2.  Making  treaties,  with  the  consent  of  two-thirds  of  the  Senate. 

3.  Sending  nominations  to  the  Senate. 

4.  Granting  reprieves  and  pardons. 

5.  Receiving  ambassadors  and  other  public  ministers. 

6.  Giving,  by  message  to  Congress,  information  of  the  state  of  the 

Union,  and  recommending  such  measures  as  he  deems  necessary. 

7.  Vetoing  billf.  passed  by  Omgress. 

8.  Approving  bills  passed  by  Congress. 

9.  Making  temporary  appointments. 

10.  Convening  both  houses  of  Congress,  or  either  of  them. 

11.  Adjourning  Congress  in  case  of  disagreement  on  adjournment. 

12.  Calling  for  the  militia  to  suppress  insurrection. 

13.  Issuing  letters  of  marque  and  reprisal,  and  making  all    needful 

rules  and  regulations  for  the  government  and  conduct  of  such 
vessels. 

14.  Duties  without  statute  directions. 

HOW  THE  MACHINE  OPERATES. 

The  plate  is  supposed  to  be  a  picture  of  an  actual  machine  at  work. 
The  gearing  by  which  the  machine  runs  is  not  all  shown.  Behind  each 
state  is  supposed  to  be  boxing,  containing  bearings  that  enable  the  wheels 
of  state  departments  to  operate  when  the  ring  composed  of  states  moves. 
This  is  done  by  a  weight  hanging  from  that  to  which  the  state  constitu- 
tion is  attached.  The  machinery  supporting  and  inn)elling  the  portions 
representing  the  general  government  is  stationary,  and  is  moved  by  any 
ordinary  motor  as  clock-work.  The  constitution  of  the  United  States  is  the 
moving  power  of  the  nation.  If  clock-work  ojjerates  u])on  the  wheel 
which  represents  tlio  constitution  (central  wheel  of  the  plate),  it  will  op- 
erate upon  the  three  departments;  these  will  operate  uj)on  the  states;  and 
the  state  governments,  through  the  weight  just  described,  will  begin  to  op- 
erate in  harmony  with  the  national  government.  The  machinery  will 
then  be  in  full  ()j)eration.  This  weight  can  very  apj)ropriately  l>e  termed 
the  clause  in  the  constitution  that  requires  all  laws  of  the  state  to  accord 
with  the  national  constitution.  The  instant  the  national  constitution 
operates,  the  state  constitutions  operate;  the  instant  the  former  stops,  the 
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latter  stops,  thus  showing  the  harmonious  action  between  federal  and  state 
governments.  The  entire  workings  of  the  machine  illustrate  the  entire 
workings  of  government  in  the  United  States ;  the  relation  of  the  people 
to  government,  ot  government  to  the  people ;  the  restraining  power  of  one 
department  over  another  and  over  the  people ;  the  restraining  power  of  the 
people  over  government;  the  impelling  power  of  laws;  the  positions  and 
duties  of  officers ;  and  the  classification  of  duties  and  departments. 
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WASHINGTON'S  FAREWELL  ADDRESS 


TO  THE 


PEOPLE    OF    THE    UNITED    STATES. 


PLATFORM  FOR  THE  PEOPLE,  REGARDLESS  OF  PARTY. 


jFViends  and  Fellovo-Ciiizena  : 

The  period  for  a  new  election  of  a  citizen  to  administer  the  executive 
government  of  the  United  States  being  not  far  distant,  and  the  time  actu- 
ally arrived  when  your  thoughts  must  be  employed  in  designating  the  per- 
son who  is  to  be  clothed  with  that  important  trust,  it  appears  to  me  proper, 
especially  as  it  may  conduce  to  a  more  distinct  expression  of  the  public 
voice,  that  I  should  now  apprise  you  of  the  resolution  I  have  formed  to 
decline  being  considered  among  the  number  of  those  out  of  whom  a  choice 
is  to  be  made.  I  beg  you,  at  the  same  time,  to  do  me  the  justice  to  be  as- 
sured that  this  resolution  has  not  been  taken  without  a  strict  regard  to  all 
the  considerations  appertaining  to  the  relation  which  binds  a  dutiful  citi- 
zen to  his  country ;  and  that  in  withdrawing  the  tender  of  service,  which 
silence,  in  my  situation,  might  imply,  I  am  influenced  by  no  diminution 
of  zeal  for  your  future  interests;  no  deficiency  of  grateful  respect  of  your 
past  kindness;  but  am  supported  by  a  full  conviction  that  the  step  is  com- 
patible with  both. 

The  acceptance  of,  and  continuance  hitherto  in,  the  office  to  which  your 
sufTrages  have  twice  called  me,  have  been  a  uniform  sacrifice  of  inclination 
to  the  opinion  of  duty,  and  to  a  deference  for  what  appearetl  to  be  your 
desire.  I  constantly  hoped  that  it  would  have  been  much  earlier  in  my 
power,  consistently  with  motives  which  I  was  not  at  liberty  to  disregard, 
to  return  to  that  retirement  from  which  I  had  been  reluctantly  drawn. 
The  strength  of  my  inclination  to  do  this,  previous  to  the  last  election, 
had  even  led  to  the  prei)aration  of  an  address  to  declare  it  to  you;  but 
mature  reflection  on  the  then  perplexed  and  critical  posture  of  our  afiairB 
with  foreign  nations,  and  the  unanimous  advice  of  persons  entitled  to  my 
confidence,  impelled  me  to  abandon  the  idea. 


wjihbisctons  farewell  address. 


I  rejoice  thai  the  Blate  of  your  < 
longer  rendtrs  lh«  iianait  of  inclinalion  mcompalibk  willi  I 
o(  dutj  or  t>ropricty ;  and  Mm  persiindeil,  whnlever  pBrtialil 
tain«d  for  loj  scrvicM,  that,  in  (lia  {iresent  cirrunistanceB  of 
you  will  not  disapprove  my  delprinination  lo  retire. 

The  tmpreMiona  with  which  I   first  undertook  the  ardiioiii 
«zplit!aed  oh  ihe  prO|>er  occn^ion.     Id  the  dischiirgc  of  lliis  ,. 
only  KHv,  that  1  have  with  gnoil  intentions  contributed  lowanU 
ization  and  adminUtralioD  of  the  |!ovemmcnt  [he  best  exertions  ot  ~. 
a  Tery  fallible  judgmeat  was  capable.     Not  iiiiconscious  iu  the  outset 
tlie  inferiority  of  my  qiinlifi cations,  experience,  in  my  own  eyes — perhs 
•till  more  in  the  eyes  of  others— han  strengtheried  the  motiTea  to  diffide" 
c(  inyselE;  and  every  day  the  increasing  weight  o(  yeai?  ndmonishea  : 
more  and  more,  that  the  abode  of  retirement  ib  bx  necessary  to  aitt  •• 
will  t>e  welcotue.     Satisfied  that  if  any  circumstances  have  given  pect 
value  to  my  serTices,  Ihey  were  (eraporary,  I  have  the  coiwolntion  tt- 
lieve  lliAl,  while  choice  and  prudence  invite  ine  to  quit  the  politieal  x 
palriotiam  docs  not  forbid  it. 

In  looking  forward  to  the  moment  which  is  intended  to  terminate  the 
career  of  my  public  life,  my  feelings  do  not  |>ermit  roc  to  suspend  the  deep 
acknowledgment  of  that  debt  of  jrrntitude  which  I  owe  to  my  beloved 
country  for  the  many  honors  it  hm  conferred  upon  me;  stilt  more  for  the 
steadfast  confidence  with  which  it  has  supported  me ;  and  for  tiie  opportu- 
nities 1  have  thence  Enjoyed  of  manifesting  my  inviolable  attachment,  by 
services  faithful  and  perseveritig,  though  in  usefulness  unequal  to  my  zeaL 
If  benefits  have  resulted  to  our  country  from  these  services,  let  it  always 
be  remembered  to  your  praise,  and  as  an  instructive  example  in  our  an- 
nals, that  under  circumstances  in  which  the  passions,  agitated  in  every 
direction,  were  liable  to  mislead;  amidst  appearances  sometimes  dubious, 
vicissitudes  of  fortune  often  discouraging;  in  situations  in  which,  not  un- 
frequently,  want  of  success  has  countenanced  the  spirit  of  criticism — the 
constancy  of  yoursupport  was  the  essential  prop  of  the  eH'orls,  and  a  guar- 
antee of  the  plans,  by  which  they  were  effected.  Profoundly  penetrated 
by  this  new  idea,  1  shall  carry  it  with  me  to  my  grave,  as  a  strong  incite- 
ment to  unceasing  vows,  that  Heaven  may  continue  to  you  the  choicest 
tokens  of  its  beneficence^  that  union  and  brotherly  afiection  may  be  per- 
petual; that  the  freeConstitution,  which  is  the  work  of  your  hands,  may 
besBcredly  maintained ;  that  its  administration,  in  every  department,  may 
be  stamped  with  wisdom  and  virtue;  that,  in  fine,  the  happiness  of  this 
people  of  these  states,  under  the  auspices  of  liberty,  may  be  made  com- 
plete, by  BO  careful  a  preservation  and  so  prudent  a  use  of  this  blessing  m 
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will  acquire  to  them  the  glory  of  recommending  it  to  the  applause,  the 
affection,  and  the  adoption  of  every  nation  which  is  yet  a  stranger  to  it 

Here,  perhaps,  I  ought  to  stop ;  but  a  solicitude  for  your  welfare,  which 
can  not  end  but  with  my  life,  and  the  apprehension  of  danger  natural  to 
that  solicitude,  urge  me,  on  an  ocqiu^^  like  the  present,  to  offer  to  your 
solemn  contemplation,  and  to  reoooiioiend  to  your  frequent -review,  some 
sentiments,  which  are  the  result  of  iiinch  reflection,  of  no  inconsiderable 
observation,  and  which  appear  to  me  all-important  to  the  permanency  of 
your  felicity  as  a  people.  These  will  be  aflorded  to  you  with  the  more 
freedom,  as  you  can  only  see  in  them  the  disinterested  warning  of  a  part- 
ing friend,  who  can  possibly  have  no  personal  motive  to  bias  his  counsel ; 
nor  can  I  forget,  as  an  encouragement  to  it,  your  indulgent  reception  of 
mv  sentiments  on  a  former  and  not  dissimilar  occasion. 

Interwoven  as  is  the  love  of  liberty  with  every  ligament  of  your  hearts, 
no  recommendation  of  mine  is  necessary  to  fortify  or  confirm  the  attach- 
ment. 

The  unity  of  government  which  constitutes  you  one  people,  is  also  now 
dear  to  you.  It  is  justly  so;  for  it  is  a  main  pillar  in  the  edifice  of  your 
real  independence — the  support  of  your  tranquility  at  home,  your  peace 
abroad,  of  your  safety,  of  your  prosperity,  of  that  very  liberty  which  you 
so  highly  j)rize.  But  as  it  is  easy  to  foresee  that,  from  different  causes 
and  from  different  quarters,  much  pains  will  be  taken,  many  artifices  em- 
ployed, to  weaken  in  your  minds  the  conviction  oC  this  truth ;  as  this  is 
the  point  in  your  political  fortress  against  which  the  batteries  of  internal 
and  external  enemies  will  be  most  constantly  and  actively  (though  often 
covertly  and  insidiously)  directed — it  is  of  infinite  moment  that  you 
should  properly  estimate  the  immense  value  of  your  national  union  to 
your  collective  and  individual  happiness;  that  you  should  cherish  a  cor- 
dial, habitual,  and  immovable  attachment  to  it;  accustoming  yourself  to 
think  and  speak  of  it  as  of  the  palladium  of  your  i)olitical  safety  and 
prosperity,  watching  for  its  preservation  with  jealous  anxiety;  discoun* 
tenancing  whatever  may  sugjijest  even  a  suspicion  that  it  can,  in  any  event 
be  abandoned;  and  indignantly  frowning  upon  the  first  dawning  of  every 
attempt  to  alienate  any  portion  of  our  country  from  the  rest,  or  to  enfee- 
ble the  sacred  ties  which  now  link  together  the  various  parts. 

For  this  you  have  every  inducomontof  sympathy  and  interest.  Citizens, 
by  birth  or  choice,  of  a  common  country,  that  country  has  a  right  to  con- 
centrate your  aflections.  The  nanio  of  American,  which  belongs  to  you  in 
your  national  capacity,  must  always  exalt  the  just  pride  of  patriotism, 
more  than  ap])ellations  derived  from  local  discriminations.  With  slight 
shades  of  diHerence,  yon  liave  the  same  religion,  manners,  habits,  and  po- 
litical principles.     You  have,  in  a  common  cause,  foujxht  and  triumphed 
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;  iKe  indepcnilencN;  and  liberty  you  possess  are  tlie  wi 
counsels  and  juiitt  eflorts,  of  couiiuon  dangera,  autferiogs,  and 
Bat  the$e  conside rations,  howerer  powerfully  [hey  Hddrw«  tlu 
70ur  sensibility,  are  generally  tiutweighed  by  those  which  t 
immediately  to  your  interest;  here  every  portion  of  ourcoiinli, 
nioet  commanding  motives  for  carefully  guarding  nnd  preserving 
of  the  whole. 

The  North,  in  an  unrestrained  iolcrcour™  with  the  South,  proteeted  hj 
the  equal  laws  of  a.  common  government,  finds,  in  the  productions  of  thij 
latter,  fcre^t  additional  resources  of  maritime  and  commercinl  entvrprisc- 
■nd  precious  mnteriaU  of  manufacturing  industry.  The  South,  in  thi 
same  intcrcouree  benefiting  by  the  agency  of  the  North,  ae^  itM  agricul- 
tnre  grow,  and  its  commerce  expanded.  Turnin/j  partly  into  its  own  chaii' 
Dels  the  seamen  of  the  Xorth,  it  tinds  its  particular  navigation  iovigor- 
kted;  BDi]  while  it  contributes,  in  diflercnt  irayg,  to  nouriiih  and  increaM 
the  general  mass  of  the  nMional  navigation,  it  looks  forward  (o  the  pro- 
tection of  a  maritime  strength  to  which  itself  i»  iinequfllly  sdiipled.  The 
East,  in  like  intercourse  with  the  West,  already  linds,  and  in  the  progress- 
ive improvement  of  interior  communication,  by  land  and  by  water,  will 
more  and  more  find,  a  valuable  vent  for  the  commodities  which  each 
brings  from  abroad  or  manufactures  at  home.  The  West  derives  from  the 
East  EUpplies  requisite  to  its  growth  or  comfort,  and  what  is  perhaps  of 
still  greater  consequence,  it  must  of  necessity  owe  the  secure  enjoyment  of 
indispensable  outlets  for  its  own  productions,  to  the  weight,  influence,  and 
the  maritime  strength  of  the  Atlantic  side  of  the  Union,  directed  by  an 
indissoluble  community  of  interests  as  one  nation.  Any  other  tenure  by 
which  the  Weft  can  hold  this  essential  advantage,  whether  derived  from 
its  own  separate  strength,  or  from  an  apostate  and  unnatural  connectioQ 
with  any  foreign  power,  must  be  intrinsically  precarious. 

While,  then,  every  part  of  our  country  thus  feels  an  immediate  and  par- 
ticular interest  in  union,  all  the  parts  combined  can  not  fail  to  find,  in  the 
united  mass  of  means  and  efforts,  greater  strength,  greater  resource,  pro- 
portionably  greater  security  from  external  danger,  a  less  frequent  inter- 
ruption of  their  peace  by  foreign  nations ;  and  what  is  of  Inestimable 
value,  they  must  derive  from  union  an  exemption  from  those  broils  and 
wars  between  themselves,  which  so  frequently  afflict  neighboring  countries, 
not  tied  together  by  the  same  government;  which  tlieir  own  rivalsliip 
alone  would  be  suBicient  to  produce,  but  which  opposite  foreign  alliances, 
attachments  and  intrigues,  would  stimulate  and  embitter.  Hence,  like- 
wise, they  will  avoid  the  necessity  of  those  overgrown  military  establish- 
ments, which,  under  any  form  of  government,  are  inauspicious  to  liberty, 
and  which  are  to  be  regarded  as  particularly  hostile  to  republican  libarty; 
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in  this  sense  it  is  that  your  union  ought  to  be  considered  as  a  main  prop 
of  your  liberty,  and  that  the  love  of  one  ought  to  endear  to  you  the  preser- 
vation of  the  other. 

These  considerations  speak  a  persuasive  language  to  every  reflecting  and 
virtuous  mind,  and  exiiibit  the  continuance  of  the  Union  as  a  primary 
object  of  j>atriotic  desire.  Is  there  a  doubt,  whether  a  common  govern- 
ment can  embrace  so  large  a  sphere?  Let  experience  solve  it.  To  listen 
to  mere  speculation,  in  such  a  case,  were  criminal.  We  are  authorized  to 
hope,  that  a  proper  organization  of  the  whole,  with  the  auxiliary  agency 
of  ^'ovcrnmeuts  for  the  respective  subdivisions,  will  afford  a  happy  issue 
to  the  experiment.  It  is  well  worth  a  fair  and  full  experiment.  With 
such  powerful  and  obvious  motives  to  union,  affecting  all  parts  of  our 
country,  while  experience  shall  not  have  demonstrated  its  impracticabil- 
ity, there  will  always  be  reason  to  distrust  the  patriotism  of  those  who,  in 
any  quarter,  may  endeavor  to  weaken  its  bands. 

In  contemplating  the  causes  which  may  disturb  our  Union,  it  occurs  as 
a  matter  of  serious  concern,  that  any  ground  should  have  been  furnished 
for  characterizing  parties  by  geographical  discriminations — Northern  and 
Southern — Atlantic  and  Western — whence  designing  men  may  endeavor  to 
excite  a  belief  that  there  is  a  real  difference  of  local  interests  and  views. 
One  of  the  expedients  of  party  to  acquire  influence  within  particular  dis- 
tricts, is  to  misrepresent  the  opinions  and  aims  of  other  districts.  You 
can  not  shield  yourselves  too  much  against  the  jealousies  and  heartburn- 
ings which  spring  from  these  misrepresentations ;  they  tend  to  render  alien 
to  each  other  those  who  ought  to  be  bound  together  by  paternal  affection. 
The  inhabitants  of  our  western  country  have  lately  had  a  useful  lesson  on 
this  head  ;  they  have  seen  in  the  negotiation  by  the  executive,  and  in  the 
unanimous  ratification  by  the  Senate,  of  the  treaty  with  Spain,  and  in  the 
universal  satisfaction  at  that  event  throughout  the  United  States,  decisive 
proof  how  unfounded  were  the  suspicions  propagated  among  them,  of  a 
policy  in  the  general  governmont,  and  in  the  Atlantic  states,  unfriendly 
to  their  interest  in  regard  tt)  the  Mississippi — that  with  (rreat  Britain,  and 
that  with  Spain,  whicli  secure  to  them  everything  they  could  desire  in  re- 
spect to  our  foreign  relations,  towards  confirming  their  prosperity.  Will 
it  not  be  their  wisdom  to  rely  for  the  preservation  of  these  advantages  on 
the  Union  by  which  they  were  procured?  Will  they  not  henceforth  he  deaf 
to  those  advisers,  if  such  they  are,  who  would  sever  them  from  their  breth- 
ren and  connect  them  witli  aliens? 

To  the  efficacy  and  permanency  of  your  Union  a  government  of  the 
whole  is  indispensable.  No  alliance,  however  strict  between  the  parties, 
can  bean  adequate  substitute;  they  must  inevitably  experience  the  in- 
fractions and  interruptions  which  all  alliances,  in  all  time,  have  experi- 


I 


WASaiNOTOS's  FAREWELL   ADDRESS.  117 

enc^.  ^nsiblc  ci[  thin  momentous  Iruth,  vou  hnve  improreil  upon  ^Odr 
first  «sny,  by  the  adoption  of  a  Constitution  of  guremment,  b«lter  cahnl- 
lat«d  than  yoor  former  lor  an  intimHte  union,  and  fur  the  elficacinns  luaa* 
■ftement  of  jaur  common  conucms.  This  government,  the  ofldprinfl  of 
our  own  choice,  uninfluenoed  nnd  ilnawed — adopted  upon  full  investiga- 
tion and  mntnn?  delibergtinn,  completetj  free  in  ita  principles,  in  the  di*- 
tribiition  of  its  powera— unitintf  secunly  with  energy,  and  contnining 
within  itself  a  prorision  for  its  own  amendment,  has  a  just  cinim  to  yoor 
ronliilence  nnd  yotir  support.  Respect  for  its  authority,  compliance  with 
ilk  lawn,  acquieHceni-e  in  itn  meimures,  are  duties  enjoined  h;  the  funda- 
mental maxims  of  true  liljeriy.  The  basis  nf  our  politicnl  system  is  the 
right  of  the  people  to  make  and  to  alter  their  Constitution  of  Kovernmcnt; 
but  the  Constitution  which  at  sny  time  eiisls,  till  changed  by  an  explicit 
and  iuth?Dtic  act  of  the  whole  people,  is  sncredly  obligatory  upon  kIL 
The  very  idea  of  the  power  nnd  right  of  the  people  tu  establish  goveni- 
ment.  presuppoxes  the  duty  of  every  individual  to  obey  the  establiebed 

All  obstruction  to  the  execution  of  laws,  all  combinations  and  associa- 
tions under  whatever  plausible  character,  with  the  real  design  to  direct, 
control,  counteract,  or  awe  the  regular  deliberation  and  action  of  the  con- 
stituted authorities,  are  destructive  to  this  fundamental  principle,  nnd  of 
fatal  tendency.  They  iicrve  to  organiie  faction,  to  give  it  an  artificial  and 
extraordinary  force,  to  put  in  the  place  of  the  delegated  wilt  of  the  nation 
the  will  of  a  party,  often  a  small  but  artful  and  enterprising  minority  of 
the  coinmunlty ;  and,  according  to  the  alternate  triumphs  of  different  par* 
ties',  to  make  the  public  administration  the  mirror  of  the  Ill-concerted  and 
incongruous  projeeis  of  fashion,  rather  than  the  organ  of  consistent  and 
wholesome  plans,  digested  by  common  counsels  and  modified  by  mutual 
■nlerests. 

However  combinnlions  or  associations  of  the  above  description  may 
now  and  then  answer  popular  ends,  they  are  likely,  in  the  course  of  time 
■nd  things,  to  become  potent  engines,  by  which  cunning,  ambitious  and 
unprincipled  men  will  be  enabled  to  subvert  the  power  of  the  people,  and 
to  usurp  for  themselves  the  reins  of  the  government,  destroying  afterwards 
the  very  engines  which  had  lifted  them  to  unjust  dominion. 

Towards  the  preservation  of  your  government  and  the  permanency  of 
joar  present  happy  state,  it  is  requisite,  not  only  that  you  steadily  dis- 
countenance irregular  oppositions  to  its  acknowledged  authority,  but  also 
that  yon  resist  with  care  the  spirit  of  innovation  upon  its  principles,  Itow- 
erer  specious  the  pretexts.  One  method  of  assault  may  be  to  efTeel,  in  the 
foTTD!'  of  the  Constitulion,  alterations  which  will  impair  the  energy  of  the 
•jatem,  and  thus  to  undermine  what  can  not  be  directly  overthrown.     In 
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all  the  changes  to  which  you  may  be  invited,  remember  that  time  and 
habit  are  at  least  as  necessary  to  fix  the  true  character  of  govemments  as 
of  other  human  institutions;  that  experience  is  the  surest  standard  by 
which  to  test  the  real  tendency  of  the  existing  constitution  of  a  country; 
that  facility  in  changes,  upon  the  credit  of  mere  hypothesis  and  opinion, 
exiK>ses  to  ]>erpetual  change,  from  the  endless  variety  of  hypothesis  and 
opinion ;  and  remember,  especially,  that  for  efficient  maYiagement  of  your 
common  interests,  in  a  country  so  extensive  as  ours,  a  government  of  as 
Dauch  vigor  as  is  consistent  with  the  perfect  security  of  liberty  is  indbpen- 
sable.  Liberty  itself  will  find,  in  such  a  government,  with  powers  prop> 
erly  distributed  and  adjusted,  its  surest  g^inrdian.  It  is,  indeed,  little  else 
than  a  name,  where  the  government  is  too  feeble  to  withstand  the  enter^ 
prise  of  faction,  to  confine  each  member  of  the  society  within  the  limits 
described  by  the  laws,  and  to  maintain  all  in  the  secure  and  tranquil  en- 
joyment of  the  rights  of  person  and  property. 

I  have  already  intimated  to  you  the  danger  of  parties  in  the  state,  with 
particular  reference  to  the  founding  of  them  on  geographical  discrimina- 
tions. I^et  me  now  take  a  more  comprehensive  view,  and  warn  you,  in  the 
most  solemn  manner,  against  the  baneful  effects  of  the  spirit  of  party  gen- 
era 11  v. 

This  spirit,  unfortunately,  is  inseparable  from  our  nature,  having  its 
root  in  the  strongest  passions  of  the  human  mind.  It  exists  under  diflfei^ 
ent  shapes  in  all  governments,  more  or  less  stifled,  controlled,  or  repressed; 
but  in  those  of  the  popular  form  it  is  seen  in  its  greatest  rankness,  and  is 
tnilv  their  worst  enemv. 

The  alternate  domination  of  one  faction  over  another,  sharpened  by 
the  spirk  of  revenge,  natural  to  party  dissensions,  which,  in  different  ages 
and  countries,  has  iKrpetratetl  the  most  horrid  enormities,  is  itself  a 
frightful  des])()tism.  But  this  leads,  at  length,  to  a  more  formal  and  per- 
manent despotism.  The  disorders  and  miseries  which  result,  gradually  in- 
cline the  minds  of  men  to  seek  security  and  repose  in  the  absolute  power 
of  an  individual ;  and  sooner  or  later,  the  chief  of  some  prevailing  faction, 
more  able  or  more  fortunate  than  his  competitors,  turns  this  disposition 
to  the  purposes  of  his  own  elevation  on  the  ruins  of  public  liberty. 

Without  looking  forward  ti)  an  extremity  of  this  kind  (which,  neverthe- 
less, ouffht  not  to  he  entirely  out  of  sight),  the  common  and  continual  mis- 
chiefs of  the  spirit  of  party  are  sufficient  to  make  it  the  interest  and  duty 
of  a  wise  |>eople  to  <li'<courajre  and  restrain  it. 

It  serve>  always  to  distract  the  public  couni'ils,  and  enfeeble  the  public 
administration.  It  agitates  the  community  with  ill-fo\mded  jealousies 
and  false  alarms;  kindles  the  animosity  of  one  part  against  another: 
foments,  occasionally,  riot  and  insurrection.     It  opens  the  door  to  foreign 
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infliicni.'e  and  cnmiptkin,  which  Snd  a  facilitated  access  to  the  | 
itself,  tliraugh  the  channels  of  party  psfaiona.  Tims  the  pol 
will  of  one  country  are  sabjected  to  tlie  policy  nnd  will  of  anot 

There  if  an  opinion  that  parties,  in  free  countriea,  are  u» 
upun  the  admin  is  lotion  of  the  government,  nnd  serve  to  kec 
spirit  uf  likertj.    Thia,  witlitn  certain  limits,  is  prohnhly  tr 
gDVemments  of  a  monarchical  cnat,  patriotism  may  look  with  lui- 
if  not  with  favor,  upon  the  spirit  of  party.     But  in  those  of 
character,  in  gorerninent»  purely  elective,  it  is  a  spirit  not  i' 
med.     Froni  thdr  ntitiiral  tendency,  it  is  certain  there  w 
cnuiigh  of  that  spirit  [or  every  salutary  purpose.     And  tlit       ^.i"" 
ttant  danger  of  excess,  the  eflbrt  ought  to  be,  by  force  of  public  oi 
to  mitigate  and  a^UBge  it.     A  Gre  not  to  be  quenched,  it  demands  . 
form  vigilance  to  prevent  itit  bunting  into  a  flame,  lent,  iDstcud  of  wi 
!□)[,  it  should  consume. 

It  is  important,  likewise,  thst  the  habile  nf  thinking,  in  a  free  coui 
aiiould  inspire  caation  in  those  intrusted  with  its  administration,  to  „ 
fine  theiURelves  within  their  resiiective  cimslJtulional  -ipheres,  avoiding,  ID 
the  exercise  of  the  (lOwers  of  one  department,  to  encroach  upon  another. 
The  spirit  of  encroachment  tends  to  consolidate  the  powera  of  all  the  de- 
partmentB  in  one,  and  thus  to  create,  whatever  the  form  of  government,  a 
real  despotism.  A  just  estimate  of  that  love  of  power,  and  pronenesB  to 
abuse  it,  which  predominates  in  the  human  heart,  is  sufficient  to  satisfy  as 
o[  the  truth  of  this  position. 

The  necessity  of  reciprocal  checks  in  the  exercise  of  political  power,  by 
dividing  and  distributing  it  into  difTerent  depositories,  and  constituting 
«ach  the  guardian  of  the  public  weal,  nfjainat  invasions  by  the  others,  baa 
been  evinced  by  experiments,  ancient  and  modem ;  some  of  them  in  our 
own  country,  and  under  our  own  eyes.  To  preserve  them  must  be  as  nee- 
«WST7  as  to  institute  Iliem.  If,  in  the  opinion  of  the  people,  the  diatribn- 
tioD  or  modification  of  the  constitutional  powers  be,  in  any  particular, 
wrong,  let  it  be  corrected  by  an  amendment  in  the  way  which  the  Consti- 
tDtion  designates.  But  let  there  be  no  change  by  usurpation;  tor  though 
thb,  in  one  instance,  may  be  the  instrument  of  good,  it  is  the  customaiy 
weapon  by  which  tree  governmenti  are  destroyed.  The  precedent  must 
always  greutly  overbalance,  in  permanent  evil,  any  partial  or  transient 
benefit  which  the  use  can  at  any  time  yield. 

Of  all  the  dispositions  and  habits  which  lead  to  political  prosperity,  re- 
ligion and  mornlily  are  indispensable  supports.  In  vain  would  that  mao 
claim  the  tribute  of  patriotism,  who  should  labor  to  subvert  these  great 
pillars  of  human  happiness,  these  firmest  props  of  the  duties  of  men  and 
«itiieiuk      The  mere  politician,  equally  with  the  pious   man,  ought  to 
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respect  and  cherish  them.  A  volume  coald  not  trace  all  their  con- 
nexions with  private  and  public  felicity.  Let  it  simply  be  asked,  where 
is  the  security  for  proi>erty,  for  reputation,  for  life,  if  the  sense  of  religious 
obligation  desert  the  oaths  which  are  the  instruments  of  investigation  ia 
courts  of  justice?  And  let  us  with  caution  indulge  the  supposition,  tliat 
morality  can  be  maintained  without  religion.  Whatever  may  be  conceded 
to  the  influence  of  refined  education  on  minds  of  peculiar  structure,  reason 
and  experience  both  forbid  us  to  expect  that  national  morality  can  pre- 
vail in  exclusion  of  religious  principles.  It  is  substantially  true,  that 
virtue  or  morality  is  a  necessary  spring  of  popular  government.  The  nile^ 
indeed,  extends  with  more  or  less  force  to  every  species  of  free  government. 
Who,  that  is  a  sincere  friend  to  it,  can  look  with  indifTerence  upon  at- 
tempts to  shake  the  foundation  of  the  fabric? 

Promote  then,  as  an  object  of  primary  importance,  institutions  for  the 
general  diffusion  of  knowledge.  In  proportion  as  the  structure  of  a  gov- 
ernment gives  force  to  public  opinion,  it  is  essential  that  public  opinion, 
should  be  enlightened. 

As  a  very  important  source  of  strength  and  security,  cherish  public 
credit.     One  method  of  prchcrving  it  is  to  use  it  as  sparingly  as  possible, 
avoiding  occasions  of  expense  by  cultivating  }>cace,  but  remembering  also 
that  timely  divsbursenients  to  prepare  for  danger  frequently  prevent  much 
greater  disbursements  to  repel  it;  avoiding,  likewise,  the  accumulation  of 
debt,  not  only  by  hlmnning  occasions  of  exf)ense,  but  by  vigorous  exertions 
in  time  of  peace  to  discharge  the  debU  which  unavoidable  wars  may  have 
occasioned;  not  ungenerously  throwing  upon  po^lerity  the  burden  which 
we  ourselves  ought  to  bear.     The  execution  of  these  maxims  belongs  to 
your  representatives,  but  it  is  necessary  that  public  opinion  should  co- 
operate.    To  facilitate  to  them  the  performance  of  their  duty,  it  is  essen- 
tial that  you  should  practically  bear  in  mind,  that  toward  the  payments  of 
debts  there  must  be  revenues;  that  to  have  revenue  there  must  be  taxes; 
that  no  taxes  can  be  devised,  which  are  not  more  or  less  inconvenient  and 
unpleasant;  that  the  intrinsic  embarrassment  inseparable  from  the  selec- 
tion of  the  proper  objects  (which  is  always  a  choice  of  diflSculties)  ought 
to  be  a  decisive  moment  for  a  candid  construction  of  the  conduct  of  the 
government  in  making  it,  and  for  a  spirit  of  acquiescence  in  the  measure 
for  obtaining  revenue,  which  the  public  exigencies  may  at  any  time  dictate. 

Observe  good  faith  and  justice  towards  all  nations;  cultivate  peace  and 
harmony  with  all ;  religion  and  morality  enjoin  this  conduct;  and  can  it 
be  that  good  policy  does  not  equally  enjoin  it?  It  will  be  worthy  of  a 
free,  enlightened,  and  at  no  distant  i)eriod  a  great  nation,  to  give  to  man- 
kind the  magnanimous  and  too  novel  example  of  a  people  always  guided 
by  an  exalted  justice  and  benevolence.     Who  can  doubt  that,  in  the  course 
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n(  titae  and  tbinga,  the  Fniiu  at  such  a  plan  vould  ridily  rejiii} 
poniy  »(lvantHf^  which  might  be  lost  bj  a  slcndy  adherence  li 
it  be  tbat  Providence  bns  not  connected  the  permanent  (eixcityc 
with  ils  virtue?  The  experiment,  Ht  least,  ia  recommended  by 
timeni  wiiich  ennobles  human  nature.     AlasI  is  it  rendered  im] 

In  Ihe  execution  of  eiirii  a  plan,  nnlhing  is  more  essential  th 
inanent,  inveterate  antipathies  against  particular  nalionx,  and 
attachment  for  c<lher»,  should  be  excluded;  and  that  in  plai_ 
jusl  and  amicable  feelingit  tovards  all  should  be  cultivtled.    The  n~" 
vkich  indulges  towards  anotlier  an  habitual  hatred,  or  an  habitual 
DO*.  i«,  in  Rome  degree,  a  slave.     It  is  a  slave  to  its  animositv  or  » 
afTcctioD ;  eillier  o[  which  is  snfficient  to  lead  it  astmy  from  its  duty 
its  interest.     Antipathy  in  one  nation  againut  another,  dl»poseseacb 
nattily  1o  offer  insult  and  injury,  to  lay  hold  of  alight  causes  ol 
and  xo  be  haughty  and  untrsctable,  when  accidental  or  trifling  _. 
of  dispute  occur.     Hence  frequent  cnllisinnEi,  nbHtiiiule,  eavenomec-,  buu 
bloody  contests.    The  nation,  prompted  by  ill-will  and  resentment,  some- 
times impels  to  war  the  government,  contrary  to  the  best  calculations  of 
policy.     The  government  sometimes  participates  in  the  national  propen- 
lity,   and   adopts,   through  paas ion,  what  reason  would  reject;  at  other 
times  it  makes  the  animosity  of  the  nation  9ub<iervient  to  projects  of  hos- 
tility, instigated  by  pride,  ambition,  and  other  sinister  and  pernicious  mo- 
IJTe*.     The  peace  oflcn,  sometimes   perhaps  the   liberty,  of  nations  has 

80  likewlite  a  passionate  attachment  of  one  nation  to  another  produce* 
•  Tariety  of  evils.  Sympathy  for  the  favorile  nation,  facilitating  the  iltu- 
■ioo  of  an  imaginary  common  interest,  in  cases  where  no  real  common  in- 
teicst  exists,  and  infusing  into  one  the  enmities  of  the  other,  betrays  the 
former  Into  a  participation  in  the  quarrels  and  wars  of  the  tatter,  without 
adequate  inducement  or  justilicatinn.  It  leads  also  to  concessions  to  the 
faTorile  nation  of  privileges  denied  to  others,  which  ia  apt  doubly  to  in- 
jure the  nation  making  the  concensions;  by  unnecessarily  parting  with 
what  ought  to  have  been  retained,  and  by  excitin);  jealousy,  ill-will,  and 
>  disposition  U>  retaliate,  in  the  parties  from  whom  equal  privileges  are 
withheld ;  and  it  gives  lo  ambitious,  corrupted,  or  deluded  citiiena  (who 
deTOte  themselves  to  the  favorite  nation)  facility  to  betray,  or  sacrifice 
the  interest  of  their  own  country,  without  odium;  sometimes  even  with 
popularity ;  gilding  with  the  appearance  of  a  virtuous  sense  of  obiigatioOr 
a  commendable  deference  tor  public  opinion,  or  a  laudable  leal  for  public 
80t>d,thebaseor  foolish  compliances  of  ambition,  corruption,  or  Infatuation, 
o  foreign  influence  in  innumerable  ways,  such  atCaclimenta 
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arc  particularly  alarming  to  the  truly  enlightened  and  independent  pa- 
triot. How  many  opportunities  do  they  afford  to  tamper  with  domestic 
factions,  to  practice  the  art  of  seduction,  to  mislead  public  opinion,  to  in- 
fluence or  awe  the  public  councils?  Such  an  attachment  of  a  small  or 
weak,  towards  a  great  and  powerful  nation,  dooms  the  former  to  be  the 
satellite  of  the  latter. 

Against  the  insidious  wiles  of  foreign  influence  (I  conjure  you  to  believe 
me,  fellow-citizens),  the  jealousy  of  a  free  people  ought  to  be  constantly 
awake;  since  history  and  experience  prove  that  foreign  influence  is  one 
of  the  most  baneful  foes  of  republican  government.  But  that  jealousy,  to 
be  useful,  must  be  impartial;  else  it  becomes  the  instrument  of  the  very 
influence  to  be  avoided,  instead  of  a  defense  against  it.  Excessive  par- 
tiality for  one  foreign  nation,  and  excessive  dislike  for  another,  cause 
those  whom  they  actuate  to  see  danger  only  on  one  8ide,,and  serve  to  veil, 
and  even  second,  the  arts  of  influence  on  the  other.  Real  patriots,  who 
may  resist  the  intrigues  of  the  favorite,  are  liable  to  become  suspected  and 
odius;  while  its  tools  and  dupes  usurp  the  applause  and  confidence  of  the 
people,  to  surrender  their  interests. 

The  great  rule  of  conduct  for  us,  in  regard  to  foreign  nations,  is,  in  ex- 
tending our  commercial  relations,  to  have  with  them  as  little  political 
connexion  as  possible.  So  far  as  we  have  already  formed  engagements,  let 
them  be  fulfilled  with  perfect  good  faith.     There  let  us  stop. 

Europe  has  a  set  of  primary  interests,  which  to  us  have  none,  or  a  very 
remote  relation.  Hence  she  must  be  engaged  in  frequent  controversies, 
the  causes  of  which  are  essentially  foreign  to  our  concerns.  Hence,  there- 
fore, it  must  be  unwise  in  us  to  implicate  ourselves,  by  artificial  ties,  in 
the  ordinary  vicissitudes  of  her  politics,  or  the  ordinary  combinations  and 
collisions  of  her  friendships  or  enmities. 

Our  detached  and  distant  situation  invites  and  enables  us  to  pursue  a 
different  course.  H  we  remain  one  people  under  an  efficient  government' 
the  {)eriod  is  not  far  off  when  we  may  defy  material  injury  from  external 
annovance;  when  we  niav  take  such  an  attitude  as  will  cause  the  neutral- 
ity  we  may  at  any  time  resolve  upon,  to  be  scrupulously  respected  ;  when 
belligerent  nations,  uadcr  the  impossibility  of  making  acc^uisitions  upon 
us,  will  not  lightly  hazard  the  giving  us  provocation ;  when  we  may  choose 
j>eace  or  war,  as  our  interests,  guided  by  justice,  shall  counsel. 

Why  forego  the  advantaj^es  of  so  peculiar  a  situation?  Why  quit  our 
own  to  stand  upon  foreign  ground  ?  Why,  by  interweaving  our  destiny 
with  that  of  any  part  of  Europe,  entangle  our  peace  and  prosperity  in  the 
toils  of  European  ambition,  rivalship,  interest,  humor,  or  caprice? 

It  is  our  true  policy  to  steer  clear  of  permanent  alliances  with  any  por- 
tion of  the  foreign  w^orld;  so  far,   1  mean,  as  we  are  now  at  liberty  to  do 
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it:  (or  IM  menot  be  nnilenitood  aa  cspnble  ofpntroniiing  infid< 
,  btins  engnscmenlB.  1  hold  tbe  maxim  no  lesx  applicable  to  j 
to  privme  aAiim,  llinl  honest}'  ia  Hlwa}'«  ihe  bciit  piilicy.  1  rape 
{■>rFi  let  tlioite  engtigeiu«iilit  be  observed  in  their  genuine  »ens 
mx  opinion,  it  is  annecetaary,  nnil  would  b«  unwiKe  lo  extend  i  ^ 

Taking  cnre  oliTiiya  to  kctp  ouruelvcti,  by  auitiible  estnblishini. ^  <i| 

mpe^^table  defennive  [Kxitiire,  we  niny  tufely  tTiiet  lo  teinpocury  alllaDCEB 
ior  extranrdinnry  emecgenries. 

Harmony,  mil  a  liberal  interciiiirsi;  with  all  nations,  are  recomniciK 
by   policy,  humanity,  und   interest.      But  even  our  commeruiul   poli. 
Ehonld  hold  an  erjiml  and  impartiul  Iinud;  neither  seeking  norgranti 
cicliisive  favon  irr  preferences;  [^ousulling  the  nalural  cHii»e  of  thln^^ 
diffusini!  and  diTersifying,  by  genlle  means,  the  atreums  of  commerce,  by 
forring  Dolhinttl  Mtablishing,  with  powera  so  disposed,  in  order  to  gi'"' 
trade  a  stable  course,  to  define  (he  rights  of  our  merchants,  and  lo  enal 
the  government  to  eupport  tliem,  conventiontil   rules  of  inlercoiirse. 
bcil  that  prewiit  drcumslnnceij  and  matua]  opinione  vitl  permit,  bu 
,    porary,  and  liable  to  be.  from  lime  lo  time,  nbandoned  or  varied,  i 
ptriencv  and  circiim!<tances  kIibII  dictate;  constantly  keeping  in   viei 
thst  it  IB  folly  in  one  nation  lo  look  for  disinterested  favors  from  another 
I     thai  it  miiBt  pay,  vritli  a  porlion  of  ita  independence,  for  whatever  it  may 
Wmpt  under  that  character;  that  by  aiich  acceplance  it  may  place  itiCll 
in  the  condition  of  having  given  equivulentB  for  noniinul  iiivurs,  and  yet 
of  being  reproached  with  ingratitude  for  not  giving  more.     There  can  be 
no  greater  error  than  to  ex|>ect,  or  calculate  upon,  real  favors  from  nation 
to  nation.     It  is  an  illusion  which  experience  must  cure,  which  a  just 
priif  e  ought  to  discard. 

In  offering  to  you,  my  countrymen,  the^ie  counsels  of  an  old  and  aiTec- 
tionnte  friend,  I  d.ire  not  hope  llioy  will  make  the  strong  and  lasting 
imprcuion  I  could  wish ;  that  they  will  control  the  usunl  current  of  the 
paMlonK,  or  prevent  our  nation  from  running  the  course  which  has  hitherto 
marked  the  destiny  of  nations;  btit  if  1  may  even  flatter  myself  that  they 
may  be  productive  of  some  partial  benefif,s<mie  occasional  gomi;  that  they 
may  now  and  then  recur  to  moderate  the  fury  of  party  spirit,  to  warn 
aicaitwt  the  mi<ichiefB  of  foreign  intrigues,  to  guard  against  tbe  impostures 
of  pretended  patriotism  ;  tliis  hope  will  be  a  full  recompense  for  the  solici- 
tude for  your  welfare  by  which  lliey  have  been  dictated. 

Hov  far,  in  the  discharge  of  my  official  duties,  1  have  been  guided  by 
the  principles  which  have  been  delineated,  the  public  records,  and  other 
evidences  of  my  conduct,  muft  witnet-s  to  yoti  and  the  world.  To  myself, 
the  tsaurance  of  my  own  conscience  is,  thai  I  have  at  leant  believed  myself 
lo  be  guided  by  Ihem. 
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In  relation  to  the  still  subsisting  war  in  Europe,  mj  proclamation  of  the 
23d  of  April,  1793,  is  the  index  to  my  plan.  Sanctioned  by  your  approving 
voice  and  by  that  of  your  representatives  in  both  Houses  of  Congress,  the 
spirit  of  that  measure  has  continually  governed  me,  uninfluenced  by  any 
attempts  to  deter  or  divert  me  from  it. 

After  deliberate  examination,  with  the  aid  of  the  best  lights  I  could  ob- 
tain, I  was  well  satisfied  that  our  country,  under  all  the  circumstances  of 
the  case,  had  a  right  to  take,  and  was  bound  in  duty  and  interest  to  take,  a 
national  position.  Having  taken  it,  I  determined,  as  far  as  sliould  depend 
upon  me,  to  maintain  it  with  moderation,  i>erseverance,  and  firmness. 

The  considerations  which  respect  the  right  to  hold  this  conduct,  it  is  not 
necessary  on  tliis  occasion  to  detail.  I  will  only  observe,  that,  according 
to  my  under>standing  of  the  matter,  that  right,  so  far  from  being  denied  by 
any  of  the  belligerent  powers,  has  been  virtually  admitted  by  all. 

The  duty  of  holding  neutral  conduct  may  be  inferred,  without  anything 
more,  from  the  obligation  which  justice  and  humanity  imposes  on  every 
nation,  in  cases  in  which  it  is  free  to  act,  to  maintain  inviolate  the  rela- 
tions of  peace  and  unity  towards  other  nations. 

The  inducements  of  interests,  for  observing  that  conduct,  will  best  be 
referred  to  your  own  reflections  and  experience.  With  me,  a  predominant 
motive  has  l)een  to  endeavor  to  gain  time  to  our  country  to  settle  and  ma- 
ture its  yet  recent  institutions,  and  to  progress,  without  interruption,  to  tliat 
degree  of  strength  and  consistency  which  is  necessary  to  give  it,  humanly 
speaking,  the  command  of  its  own  fortunes. 

Though,  in  reviewing  the  incidents  of  my  administration,  I  am  uncon- 
scious of  intentional  error;  I  am,  nevertheless,  too  sensible  of  my  defects 
not  to  think  it  probable  that  I  may  have  committed  many  errors.  What- 
ever they  may  be,  I  fervently  beseech  the  Almighty  to  avert  or  mitigate 
the  evils  to  which  they  may  tend.  I  shall  also  carry  with  me  the  hope 
that  my  country  will  never  come  to  view  them  with  indulgence;  and  that^ 
after  forty-five  years  of  my  life  dedicated  to  its  service  with  an  upright 
zeal,  the  faults  of  incom|)otent  abilities  will  be  consigned  to  oblivion,  as 
myself  must  soon  be  to  the  mansions  of  rest. 

Relying  on  its  kindness  in  this,  as  in  other  things,  and  actuated  by  that 
fervent  love  towards  it  which  is  so  natural  to  a  man  who  views  in  it  the 
native  soil  of  himself  and  his  progenitors  for  several  generations,  I  antici- 
pate, with  pleasing  expectation,  that  retreat  in  which  I  promise  myself  to 
realize,  without  alloy,  the  sweet  enjoyment  of  partaking,  in  the  midst  of 
fellow-citizens,  the  benign  influence  of  good  laws  under  a  free  government, 
the  ever  favorite  object  of  my  heart,  and  happy  reward,  as  I  trust,  of  our 
mutual  cares,  labors  and  dangers.  (iKORGE  WASHINGTON 

United  States,  17th  of  September,  1700. 


JOHX    ADAMS     ADJIISISTKATION. 


CILVPTKK  VI. 
JOHN  ADAMS'  ADMINISTRATION. 

1 797—1801. 
pbbsidest's  position. 

John  Adams  was  inaugurated  Ptvstdent  in  Congress  Hall, 
Philadelphia,  March  4,  1797.  There  was  a  vague  feeling  in 
the  minds  of  all,  that  storms  and  difticiiltics  would  soon  beset 
the  !*hip  of  state,  now  that  the  one  man  whom  all  trusted  and 
honriml  had  left  the  iielni.  Hamilton,  the  rei-ognized  leader 
of  the  federal  party,  did  not  entertain  the  highest  regard  for 
Mr.  Adani.s,  and  expressed  (h«;i«lctl  fears  as  to  the  future, 
while  Adams  himself  "was  fnlly  conscious  that  his  lot  had 
fallen  on  evil  days."  In  his  inaugural  address  he  denied  the 
charge  of  sympathy  for  England  "  which  had  been  hurled 
against  the  administration."  This  somewhat  softened  the 
ardor  of  republican  opposition ;  but  though  greatly  gratified 
with  this,  he  still  continued  his  attachment  for  those  who  had 
elevated  him  to  the  position  of  Chief  Magistrate,  and  the 
cabinet  of  his  predecessor  was  retained. 


At  the  opening  of  the  nnw  administration  our  relations 
Fifth  Congress,  1  with  France  were  in  a  critical  condition. 
Extra  Session.  /  In  his  inaugural,  the  President  had  barely 
touched  upon  thrm,  merely  expressing  his  high  regard  for 
the  French  people,  and  wishing  that  the  friendship  of  the 
two  nations  might  continue.  But  affairs  grew  more  and 
more  complicated.  C.  C.  Pinkney,  the  American  minister 
at  France,  was  ordered  to  quit  the  territory,  and  a  decree 
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was  issued  authorizing  the  eapture  of  neutral  vessels  having 
on  board  any  productions  of  Great  Britain  or  her  iK)sscssions, 
while  a  number  of  American  vessels  had  been  actually  seized. 
The  French  Directory  were  particularly  incensed  at  Jay's 
treaty,  and  expressed  in  studied  terms  a  contempt  for  the 
American  government.  This  alarming  situation  of  aflairs 
induced  the  President  to  call  an  extra  session  of  Congress, 
which  assembled  on  the  loth  of  May,  1797.  In  his  message 
to  this  Congress,  he  treated  the  question  exclusively.  He 
laid  before  them  a  statement  of  the  aggressions  of  France, 
and  in  strong  but  temperate  language  recommended  the 
adoption  of  "eifectual  measures  of  defen^ie."  It  is  necessary, 
he  argues,  *^to  convince  France  and  the  world  that  we  are 
not  a  degraded  people,  humiliated  under  a  colonial  spirit  of 
fear  and  sense  of  inferiority,  fitted  to  be  miserable  instru- 
ments of  foreign  influence,  and  regardless  of  national  honor, 
character,  and  interest."  He  indicated  his  intc»ntion,  at  the 
same  time,  however,  of  making  another  effort  at  negotiation. 
Advances  for  reconciliation  met  the  concurrence  of  the  Sen- 
ate, in  which  body  there  was  an  administration  majority. 
Pinkney,  Marshall  and  Gerry  were  chosen  to  negotiate  for  a 
friendly  settlement  of  the  pending  difficulties  and  the  resump- 
tion of  diplomatic  relations  with  France. 

"stamp  act.'^ 

During  the  extra  session  an  jict  was  piissed  "  laying  duties 
on  stamped  vellum,  parchment  and  paper."  This  law  resem- 
bled the  stamp  act  of  17()5,  and  was  obnoxious  to  a  largf 
number  of  people. 

waij  with  franck  tiirj:atF':xed. 

Congress  adjourned  July  10,  and  tin*  envoys  soon  after 
departed  for  Franco.  Their  efforts  at  negotiation  were  en- 
tirely fruitless.     If  they  were  not  treated  with  open  discour- 
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te^,  they  were  at  least  dented  a  treatment  wortliy  the  emlias- 
sadors  of  a  free  people.  A  bribe  \vns  demanded  of  tliem  to 
the  French  Directory,  and  a  loan  to  the  I-'rench  Kepiiblic,  as 
preliminaries  to  any  negotiation.  At  last  they  received  per- 
emptory orders  to  quit  France.  Their  mission  became  known 
as  the  X.  Y.  Z.  Miaaion,  from  tlic  initials  used  by  the  agents 
who  demanded  the  bribes.  The  publication  of  iUin  c()rre- 
Spondence  greatly  disconcerted  Talleyrand,  (lie  foreign  minis- 
ter of  the  f  leauh  Dircvlury,  ttud  aa  greatly  streagtlieuetl  the 
fideral  inflaeace  at  home.  During  all  this  time  tfae  French 
continued  their  attacks  on  American  commerce. 

PBEPARATION    FOR    WAR. 

Congress  met  November  13,  1797.  There  was  at  first  an 
Fifth  Confess,  \  iii<lisposition  on  the  part  of  the  republicans 
First  Session.  /  to  resent  the  insults  offered  by  France,  so 
that  early  in  1798  the  House  voted  down  a  proposition  to 
arm  American  vessels.  The  war  spirit  began  to  prevail, 
however,  and  several  acts  were  paused  with  a  view  to  getting 
ready  for  war.  A  standing  army  (May,  1798),  a  naval  arma- 
ment, and  the  capture  of  French  vessels,  were  authorized. 
Washington  was  made  lieutenant-general  of  the  army.  The 
treaties  with  France  were  declared  no  longer  binding  upon 
the  United  States,  and  the  President  was  given  authority  to 
issue  letters  of  marque  and  reprisal.  Although  neither  coun- 
try declared  war,  hostilities  were  begun  upon  the  ocean. 
France,  seeing  the  hostile  attitude  of  the  United  States,  made 
overtures  for  the  adjustment  of  difficulties.  These  were  ac- 
cepted, and  resulted  in  a  treaty  of  peace  (1800).  The  passage 
of  those  measures  relating  to  the  provision  of  a  standing 
.  army  and  naval  armament,  though  sustained  for  a  time  by 
the  high  current  of  war  feeling,  nevertheless  were  not  pleas- 
ing to  the  republicans.  They  maintained  that  previous  to 
actual  hostilities,  the  militia  and  a  small   naval  force  were 
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sufficient  for  internal  defense  and  the  protection  of  our  coasts 
and  harbors.  They  looked  upon  the  measure,  therefore,  as 
calculated  to  overawe  public  sentiment  in  time  of  peace. 

ALIEN   AND   SEDITION   LAWS. 

The  federalists  were  Ikirly  intoxicated  with  power.  The 
bitter  feeling  for  the  time  engendered  against  France  swept 
the  whole  country,  and  annihilating  opposition  gave  them  un- 
restrained power.  It  was  not  considered  sufficient  to  get 
merely  ready  for  a  foreign  enemy  ;  it  was  necessary  to  over- 
awe the  enemy  at  home.  Impelled  by  their  passion  for  a 
strong  government  they  forced  through  two  measures  which 
operated  badly  against  them  upon  the  popular  feeling,  and 
really  constituted  the  "death  warrant^'  of  the  federal  party. 
These  were  the  alien  and  sedition  laws  passed  in  the  summer 
of  1798.     The  former  authorized  the  President  to  "  order  anv 

• 

alien  whom  he  should  judge  to  be  dangerous  to  the  peace  and 
liberties  of  America  to  depart  from  the  United  States,"  and 
made  provisions  for  the  fining  and  imprisonment  of  such 
aliens  as  should  refuse  to  obey  the  President's  order.  The 
latter  imposed  a  heavy  fine  and  imprisonment  upon  such  as 
should  combine  or  conspire  together  to  oppose  any  measure 
of  government,  and  such  as  should  utter  any  false,  scandalous 
or  malicious  writing  against  the  government,  Congress  or 
President  of  the  United  States.  This  act  was  not  rej^ealed 
until  March,  1801.  It  is  apparent  at  once  that  such  a  stretch 
of  power  as  this  is  incompatible  with  free  republican  govern- 
ment. The  opposition  party  very  naturally  contended  that 
these  laws  put  too  much  power  into  the  hands  of  the  execu- 
tive, and  also  that  they  were  unconstitutional,  as  the  first 
amendment  of  the  constitution  expressly  guaranteed  the  free- 
dom of  speech  and  of  the  press.  After  the  war  feeling  sub- 
sided, popular  opinion  inclined  to  the  republican  view.  Con- 
gress adjourned  July  16,  1798. 
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TUE   NATURALIZATION   LAW, 

A  law  was  pa-iised,  providing,  anumg  other  requiremei 
ibat  an  alien  must  reside  in  the  United  States  fourteen  ve^ 
in  order  to  bet-ome  a  eitizcn  thereof.     This  law  was  re 
to  the  republicans,  since  it  retarded  immigration,  alluv 
the  eouutrj-  too  many  persons  owing  no  allegiance  lo 
government,  and  assailed  the  idea  that  the  rights  of  Ame, 
Are  the  rights  of  human  nature. 

THE   KENTUCKY  AND    VIRGINIA  HESOI.nTIONS. 

The  high-handed  measures  of  the  federal  party,  especii 
the  alien  and  sedition  laws,  gave  birth  to  the  doctrine  of  niiili- 
Soation.  Jefferson  and  his  aiUierents  thought  that  this  w 
an  auspicious  time  for  formulating  and  uffieially  declaring  the 
"  principles  "  with  regard  to  the  rights  of  states  and  the  pre- 
rogatives of  federal  power,  Seeing  no  hope  of  present  suc- 
cess in  Congress  the  republican  leaders  determined  to  enter 
their  protests  against  federal  raeafiures  through  state  legisla- 
tures. To  this  end  a  set  of  resolutions,  drawn  up  by  Jeffer- 
son, was  adopted  by  the  Kentucky  legislature  in  17SI8,  and  in 
the  same  year  the  Virginia  legislature  adopted  a  similar  series 
drawn  up  by  Madison.  The  Virginia  resolutions  did  not  go 
as  &r  as  the  former,  from  the  fact  that  Madison  doubted  some- 
what the  constitutionality  of  the  contemplated  procedure, 
and,  on  that  account,  couched  his  meaning  in  more  general 
terms.  They,'in  substance,  declared  that  tlic  constitution  was 
ft  compact  by  which  the  states  had  surrendered  only  a  limited 
portion  of  their  powers ;  that  the  Btatea,  as  such,  had  rights,  in 
behalf  of  which  it  was  their  duty  to  interpose  whenever  the 
federal  government  transcended  its  delegated  authority  and 
trampled  upwn  them;  that  the  alien  and  sedition  laws  were 
examples  of  such  usurpation  by  the  federal  goveromeot  of 
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powers  not  granted  to  it,  since  the  abridgement  of  liberty  of 
speech  or  of  tlie  press  had  been  expressly  forbidden  by  the 
constitution.  The  Kentucky  resohitions  were  of  the  same 
general  tenor,  with  the  additional  declaration  that  ^Hhe  states 
were  one  party  to  the  compact,  and  the  federal  government 
was  the  other,  and  that  each  party  must  be  the  judge  of  in- 
fractions of  agreement  and  of  the  mode  and  measure  of 
redress."  Other  states  were  urged  to  adopt  similar  resolu- 
tons,  but  they  paid  little  attention  to  the  matter.  The  next 
year  (1790),  Kentucky  went  further  and  resolved  that  a  state 
might  rightfully  nullity  and  declare  void  any  act  of  Congress 
which  it  might  consider  unconstitutional.  Jefferson  after- 
wards disowned  these  resolutions,  though  they  were  used  by 
the  south  as  a  precedent  for  nullification  in  1832,  and  for  se- 
cession in  1860.  Virginia  went  so  far  in  her  preparations  to 
resist  the  encroachments  of  the  federal  government  as  to  erect 
an  armoiy  at  Richmond. 

Congress  met  December  30, 1798.  The  federalists  were  in 
Fifth  Congl'ess,  1  the  majority.  War  with  France,  though 
Second  Session,  j  not  formally  declared,  continued  to  threaten 
the  government,  and  the  conflicts  between  American  and 
French  vessels  on  the  ocean  continued  to  aggnivate  ill-feel- 
ing matters.  Both  parties  agreed  to  vote  an  increase  of  the 
navy,  but  tlic  republicans  opposed  an  increase  of  the  army, 
because  they  looked  upou  the  warlike^  measures  of  the  feder- 
alists as  emanatini]:  from  a  desire  of  party  aggrandizement. 
The  President,  without  consulting  his  cabinet,  and  contrary 
to  liis  expressed  detrrniination  to  send  no  more  ministers  to 
France  until  assun^d  of  a  friendly  recognition,  appointed 
three  envoys  to  that  countrv^ 

nrpTriiK  of  tiif  caiunet. 

This  arbitmry  proc^ecdinii:  on  tlic  part  of  the  President  in- 
flicted a  sliglit  upon  his  cabinet,  for  he  was  aware  that  a^ 
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lea^  three  of  them  were  opposed  to  the  renewal  of  negotia- 
tions with  France  imiler  existing  cireiimstanees.  Two  of  the 
cabinet  protesloei  agaia.st  this  action  of  the  Presid'  ai 
the  leading  federalist'*  thronghont  the  country  sustaint-c  n. 
It  was  apparent  that  the  President  was  losing  to  some  extent 
the  supfxirt  of  hiH  own  party.  lu  May,  1800,  a  change  waa 
made  in  cabinet  officers.     Congress  adj on rncd  March  -S,  1797. 

THE    ELECTIO.V   OF    1800. 

Congre-ss  met  December  2, 1799,  with  a  decided  federalist 
Sixth  Cflngress,  1  majority.  This  ia  dne  to  the  fact  that  its 
First  Session.  /  represcntativa^i  had  been  chosen  during  the 
prevalence  of  the  war  spirit  jnst  after  the  return  of  theenvoya 
from  France,  and  before  the  irritation  growing  out  of  the  en- 
forcement of  the  alien  and  seilition  laws  became  prevalent 
During  tJiia  eession  racmlicrs  of  Congress  nominated  presi 
dential  candidates.  The  fedenil  candidates  were  John  Adanm, 
for  PresiJent,  and  Charles  C.  Pinkney,  for  Viee-Prcsident. 
There  vta>~,  at  this  time,  a  lack  of  harmony  in  the  (i-deral 
party  owing  to  a  difference  of  views  between  Hamilton, 
the  recognized  leader  of  the  party,  and  John  Adams,  its 
official  representative.  Ponding  the  nominations,  Hamilton 
wrote  a  pamphlet,  intended  for  private  circulation  only,  set- 
ting forth  the  defects  in  the  character  of  Mr.  Adams  and  the 
"superior  fitness  of  Mr.  Pinkney"  for  the  presidential  office. 
This,  added  to  the  unpopularity  of  many  of  the  measures  of 
Adam.s'  administration,  greatly  crippled  the  strength  of  the 
federal  party.  The  President  was  personally  weakened  with 
bis  party  by  his  pard<m  of  Friis,  the  leader  of  the  armed  re- 
sistance in  Pennsylvania  to  direct  taxes,  for  which  he  had 
been  convicted  of  treason.  Tlie  republicans  were  united 
upon  Thomas  Jefferson  and  Aaron  Burr  as  candidates  for  the 
executive  offices.  The  contest  that  followed  was  earnest  and 
bitter.     The  republicans  triumphed  in  the  election  of  their 
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candidates,  having  seventy -three  electors  to  sixty-five  for  the 
federalists.  During  the  sittings  of  this  Congress,  the  sad 
news  was  received  of  the  death  of  General  Washington.  He 
died  at  Mount  Vernon,  December  14, 1799.  The  session  ad- 
journed May  14,  1800. 

Congress  met  November  17,  1800.  This  session  was  prin- 
Sixth  Congress,  1  cipally  taken  up  with  the  undecided  presi- 
Seeond  Session.  /  dential  election,  caused  by  the  defective  pro- 
visions of  the  constitution.  In  February,  1801,  the  vot^s  of 
the  electors  were  counted,  and  resulted  as  follows :  Jefferson, 
73;  Burr,  73;  Adams,  65;  Pinkney,  64;  John  Jay,  1.  Jef- 
ferson and  Burr  receiving  an  equal  number  of  votes,  the  elec- 
tion was  thrown  into  the  House  of  Representatives,  by  whom 
a  choice  was  to  be  made  between  the  two  highest  candidates, 
each  state  having  one  vote.  Thomas  Jefferson  was  chosen  on 
the  thirty-sixth  ballot.  During  the  excitement  preceding  the 
election  the  country  was  in  peril.  The  federalists  thought 
of  casting  the  election  on  the  Senate  if  the  states  could  make 
no  (^loice.  To  this  the  republicans  threatened  forcible  re- 
sistance. The  efforts  of  the  federals  in  the  House  to  defeat 
Jefferson,  by  forming  a  coalition  with  the  friends  of  Burr, 
caused  a  great  number  to  desert  the  federal  ranks  and  join 
the  republicans.  Congress  adjourned  March  3,  1801,  and 
on  March  4  Jefferson  and  Burr  w^ere  sworn  into  oflBce.  Mr. 
Adams  lelt  Wnshinu:ton  early  in  the  morning  witliout  wait- 
ing to  attend  the  inaugural  ceremonies. 

DKMOC'RATS. 

*^Denioeratie-Ro|)iiblican/'  abbreviated  to  the  second  word, 
continued  to  be  the  namci  of  the  party  of  Jefferson.  The 
unpopularity  of  Adams'  administration  was  transferred  to 
the  federal  party,  and  the  name  *Slemocrat,"  by  which  this 
organization  stigmatized  the  minority,  was  adopted  by  a  good 
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portioD  of  tlieiii,  ami  became  a  synoiivra  for  the  word  repub- 
,   licas. 

IWWSTAIX  OF  FEDERAXIBM. 

llie  «Ieotion  of  1800  broke  the  aoepter  of  Federal  power. 
The  defeated  fections  charged  each  other  with  cauaing.the 
dowD&U  of  the  federal  party.  But' for  this  political  proe- 
tntion  tiiere  were  other  causes.  The  party,  from  tiie  first, 
had  to  coDtend  against  a  numerical  majority,  and  only  main- 
tained its  supremacy  through  superior  organisation  and  skill- 
fnl  leaders ;  it  oiganized  a  government  "  novel  in  its  charao- 
ter,  aod  well  calculated  to  create  diversity  of  opinion  relative 
to  the  detiuls  of  administration ;"  it  adhered  to  the  policy  of 
ntm-iaterferenoe  with  the  afiairs  of  foreign  nations,  a  policy 
which,  as  regards  England  and  France,  was  not  approved  by 
large  numbcra  of  the  people;  it  increa.sed  the  expenditures 
of  the  government  to  meet  the  rapid  expansion  and  growing 
demand  of  the  country,  and  this  increase  met  with  opposi- 
tion, the  causes  not  being  sought  out  and  fully  understood. 
The  federal  party  did  not  fall  without  honor.  "To  it  be- 
longs the  proud  distinction  of  having  laid  the  foundation  of 
the  government  structure,  and  of  having  reared  the  ma- 
chinery for  its  operation.  The  principles  of  the  party  sur- 
vived its  existence ;  they  were  denounced  by  the  opposition, 
but  were  generally  re-establiwhcd  and  maintained  by  the  party 
that  succeeded  to  power."     {Plate  VI.) 

POLITICAL    PLATFORMS. 

The  history  of  political  platforms  began  in  John  Adams' 
administration,  as  a  result  of  the  severe  laws  passed  by  Con- 
gress. The  first  political  platform  to  command  general  at- 
tention in  our  country,  was  drawn  by  Mr.  Madison,  whose 
olject  was  to  define  the  rights  of  the  states  and  pronounce 
the  alien  and  sedition  laws  unconstitutional.  The  thoughts 
which  he  set  forth  in  this  were  accepted  by  the  Virginia 
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legislature,  and  constitute  what  is  known  as  the  Virginia 
resolutions  of  1798.  The  Kentucky  resolutions  of  this  and 
the  succeeding  year  enunciate  the  same  views.  The  first 
platform  adopted  by  a  i)olitical  party  was  prepared  at  Phila- 
delphia, by  a  caucus  of  democratic-republicans.  It  embod- 
ied the  principles  of  that  party,  as  understood  by  Thomas 
Jefferson,  who  was  author  of  its  resolutions. 
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VIRGINIA  RESOLUTIONS  OF  1798, 

PRONOUNCING 

THE  ALIEN  AND  SEDITION  LAWS  UNCONSTITUTIONAL, 

AND 

DEFINING  THE  RIGHTS  OF  THE  STATES.-DRAWN  BY  MR.  MADISON. 

In  the  Virginia  House  of  Delegates, 

Friday,  December  21, 1798. 

Resolved,  That  the  general  assembly  of  Virginia  doth  unequivocally 
express  a  firm  resolution  to  maintain  and  defend  the  constitution  of  the 
United  States,  and  the  constitution  of  this  state,  against  every  aggression 
either  foreign  or  domestic  ;  and  that  they  will  support  the  government  of 
the  United  States  in  all  measures  warranted  hv  the  former. 

That  this  as.sembly  most  solemnly  declares  a  warm  attachment  to  the 
Union  of  the  states,  to  maintain  which  it  pledges  its  powers;  and,  that  for 
this  end,  it  is  their  duty  to  watch  over  and  oppose  every  infraction  of 
those  principles  which  constitute  the  only  basis  of  that  Union,  because  a 
faithful  observance  of  them  can  alone  secure  its  existence  and  the  public 
happiness. 

That  this  assembly  doth  explicitly  and  i^remptorily  declare,  that  it 
views  the  powers  of  the  federal  government,  as  resulting  from  the  com- 
pact to  which  the  states  are  parties,  as  limited  by  the  plain  sense  and  in- 
tention of  the  instrument  constituting  that  compact,  as  no  farther  valid 
than  they  are  authorired  by  the  grants  enumerated  in  that  compact;  and 
that  in  case  of  a  deliberate,  palpable,  and  dangerous  exercise  of  other  pow- 
ers, not  granted  by  the  said  compact,  the  states,  who  are  parties  thereto, 
have  the  right,  and  are  in  duty  bound,  to  interpose,  for  arresting  the  pro- 
gress of  the  evil,  and  for  maintaining  within  their  respective  limits  the 
authorities,  rights,  and  liberties  appertaining  to  them. 

That  the  general  assembly  doth  also  express  its  deep  regret,  that  a 
spirit  has,  in  sundry  instances,  been  manifested  by  the  federal  government, 
to  enlarge  its  powers  by  forced  constructions  of  the  constitutional  charter 
which  defines  them;  and,  that  indications  have  appeared  of  a  design  to 
expound  certain  general  phrases  f  which,  having  been  copied  from  the  very 
limited  grant  of  powers  in  the  former  articles  of  confederation,  were  the 
less  liable  to  be  misconstrued)  so  as  to  destroy  the  meaning  and  eflfect  of 
the  particular  enumeration  which  necessarily  explains,  and  limits  the 
general  phrases,  and  so  as  to  consolidate  the  states  by  degrees  into  one 
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M*emgnlv,llie  obvioua  tendency  and  inevitable  leiuhut  wliii:] 
to  tTan»forin  the  present  republican  !<yBtem  of  tbe  United  Sti 
iihsolute,  or  at  best,  a  mixed  monurchy. 

That  the  general  &H»enibly  dnih  pn  rlicii  I  a  rly  protest  against 
hie  and  alarming  infraction)!  of  the  constitution,  in  the  two  1 
the  "Alien  and  Sedition  Acts,"  passed  nt  the  last  session  of  Co 
fint  of  which  exercises  n  power  nowhere  delegated  to  the  fede,_. 
nieni,  knd  which,  liy  uniting  legislative  and  judicial  powers  I 
eiecutive,  subverts  the  general  principles  o(  free  goTernnieiil  as' 
particular  organ ixation  and  positive  provisions  of  the  federal  eonsiii 
and  the  other  of  which  acts  exercises,  in  like  manner,  a  power  n< 
gated  by  the  conBtilution,  but,  on  the  contrary,  exprcsi>ly  and  pr' 
forbidden  by  one  of  the  amendments  thereto;  a  power  which,  oh 
any  other,  ought  lo  produce  oniversal  alarm,  because  it  ia  levelM 
the  right  of  freely  examining  public  characters  and  meaaures,  ai 
comiDiini cation  aiaong  the   people  thereon,  which  has  ever-beeu 
tlwnif<l  till.-  only  eflbctunl  guardian  of  every  other  right. 

Thai  this  Male  having,  hy  its  convention,  which  ratified  the  federal  con- 
stitution, expressly  declared,  that,  among  other  essential  rights,  "  the  lib- 
erty of  conscience  and  the  press  c»n  not  be  cancelled,  abridged,  restrained, 
or  modified  by  any  authority  of  tbe  United  States,"  and  from  its  extreme 
anxiety  to  guard  thexe  righln  from  every  possible  attack  of  sophistry  and 
ambition,  having,  with  other  slntcs,  recommended  an  amendment  for  that 
purpose,  which  amendment  was,  in  due  time,  annexed  to  the  constitution, 
it  would  mark  a  reproachful  i neons istency,  and  criminal  degeneracy,  if  an 
indifference  were  now  shown  to  the  most  palpable  violation  of  one  of  the 
rigbla,  thus  declared  and  secured,  and  to  the  establlslinient  of  a  precedent 
which  may  be  iaiai  to  the  other. 

That  the  good  people  of  this  commonwealth,  having  ever  felt,  and  con- 
tinuing to  feel  the  most  sincere  aflection  for  their  brethren  of  the  other 
states;  the  truest  anxiety  for  establishing  and  perpetuating  the  Union  of 
■II;  and  the  most  scrupulous  fidelity  to  that  constitution,  which  is  the 
pledgeof  mutual  friendship,  and  the  instrument  of  mutual  happiness;  the 
generally  assembly  doth  solemnly  appeal  to  the  like  dispositions  in  the 
oth«r  stales,  in  confidence  lliat  they  will  concur  with  this  commonwealth, 
in  declaring,  as  it  does  hereby  declare,  Ihat  the  acts  afoicsnid  are  uncon- 
■tttDlional ;  and,  Ihnt  the  necessary  and  proper  measures  will  be  taken  by 
«acb  for  co-opeialinp  with  this  slate,  in  maintaining  unimpaired  the  an- 
tborilies,  rights,  and  liberties,  reserved  to  the  slates,  respectively,  or  to  tbe 
people. 

That  the  goTemor  be  deeired  to  transmit  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  reaotn- 
tiona  to  tbe  executive  aulboiity  of  each  of  the  other  slates,  with  a  request 
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that  the  same  may  be  communicated  to  the  legislature  thereof;  and  that 
a  copy  be  furnished  to  each  of  the  senators  and  representatives  represent- 
ing this  state  in  the  Congress  of  tlie  United  States. 

Attest:  JOHN  STEWART, 

1798.     December  24th.     Agreed  to  by  the  Senate. 

H.  BROOKR 

A  true  copy  from  the  original,  deposited  in  the  office  of  the  General 
Assembly.  JOHN  STEWART,  Keeper  of  Rolls, 


EXTRACTS   FROM   THE   ADDRESS   TO   THE   PEOPL.3, 

Which  accompanied  (he  foregoing  resolutions. 

Fellow  Citizens  :  Unwilling  to  shrink  from  our  representative  respon- 
sibility, conscious  of  the  purity  of  our  motives,  but  acknowledging  your 
right  to  supervise  our  conduct,  we  invite  your  serious  attention  to  the 
emergency  which  dictated  tlie  subjoined  resolutions.  Whilst  we  disdain 
to  alarm  you  by  ill-founded  jealousies,  we  recommend  an  investigation, 
guided  by  the  coolness  of  wisdom,  and  a  decision  bottomed  on  firmness, 
but  tem{)ered  with  moderation. 

It  would  be  perfidious  in  those  intrusted  with  the  guardianship  of  the 
state  sovereignty,  and  acting  under  tlic  solemn  obligation  of  the  following 
oath:  "I  do  swear,  that  1  will  suf)port  the  constitution  of  the  United 
States,"  not  to  warn  you  of  cncroachiricnts,  which,  though  clothed  with 
the  pretext  of  necessity,  or  disguised  by  arguments  of  expediency,  may 
yet  establish  precedents,  which  may  ultimately  devote  a  generous  and  un- 
suspicious people  to  all  the  consecpiences  of  usurped  power. 

Encroachments,  s]>ringinp  from  a  government  whose  organization  can 
not  be  maiiitjiined  without  the  co-operation  of  the  states^  furnish  the 
strongest  incitements  upon  the  state  legislatures  to  watchfulness,  and  im- 
pose upon  them  the  strongest  obligation  to  preserve  unimpaired  the  line 
of  partition. 

The  acquiescence  of  the  states  under  infractions  of  the  federal  compact, 
would  either  be^'et  a  speedy  consolidation,  by  precipitating  the  state  gov- 
ernments into  inipotency  and  contempt;  or  prepare  the  way  for  a  revolu- 
tion, by  a  repetition  of  those  infractions,  until  the  people  are  aroused  to 
appear  in  the  majesty  of  their  strength.  It  is  to  avoid  these  calamities, 
that  we  exhibit  to  the  ]>cr.ple  the  momentous  question,  whether  the  con- 
stitution of  the  Unite<l  States  shall  yield  to  a  construction  which  defies 
every  restraint  and  overwhelms  the  best  hoi>es  of  republicanism. 

Exhortations  to  disregard  domestic  usurpati<ms  until  foreign  danger 
shall  have  passed,  is  an  artifice  which  may  be  forever  used  ;  because  the 
possessors  of  power,  who  are  the  advocates  for  its  extension,  can  ever  create 


vrnaiNiA  besolutioxs. 

DBlionsI  pmhurr^Miiii'iilH.  I»  \»  BiicceEBifely  emiilu^nl  to  acxill: 
inui  slrcp,  wliiht  tlinl  ixivrer  is  swellint;  silentl/,  »e«retly,  and 
tliv  SKme  cliaracler  nra  insiniutions  of  n  foreign  influence, 
iipUD  K  laudsbte  entlmBiusm  agiiiist  dnngi'r  from  nbroad,  ni 
tiT  nn  unnalunil  nppUcMtimi,  so  as  to  hlind  your  eyes  againe 

The  s«l  it  ilia  act  presents  b  Kcene  wbidi  wna  never  expected  b; 
friends  of  the  tonstilLition.     It  van  then  admitted  thnt  tlic  state i 
ties  were  only  diminiBhed  by  powers  specifically  enumernted,  or  necCc-. 
to  carry  the  speciried  powers  into  elFect.     Now  fedeml  aiitliority  iNdediic- 
from  impllcution,  and  from  the  eiintence  of  state  law  it  ia  Inferred  t 
Congress  possesses  a  similar  power  of  legislation ;  whence  Congress  i 
be  endowed  with  a  power  of  legialation  in  all  cases  whatsoever,  and  u, 
states  will  be  stript  of  erery  right  reserved  by  the  concurrent  cltims  C 
panimounl  legislature. 

The  seilitiun  act  is  the  offspring  of  these  tremendous  pretensions, ' 
inflict  n  death  wound  on  the  sovereignty  of  these  Ktntes. 

For  the  honor  of  American  understanding,  we  will  not  beliere  that  the 
people  have  been  allured  into  the  adoption  of  the  constitution  by  sn  af- 
fectation of  defining  powers,  whilst  the  preamble  would  admit  a  construc- 
tion which  would  erect  the  will  of  Congress  into  a  jKiwer  paramount  in  all 
cises,  and  therefore  limited  in  none.  On  the  contrary,  it  is  evident  that 
the  objects  for  which  the  constitution  was  formed  were  deemed  attainable 
only  by  a  particular  enumeration  and  s|)ecification  of  each  power  granted 
to  the  federal  government;  reserving  all  otliers  to  the  people,  or  to  the 
states.  And  yet  it  is  in  vain  we  search  for  any  specifl«l  power,  embracing 
the  right  of  legislation  against  the  freedom  of  the  press. 

Had  the  states  been  despoiled  of  their  sovereignty  by  the  generality  of 
the  preamble,  and  had  the  federal  government  been  endowed  with  what- 
ever they  should  judge  to  be  instrumental  towards  union,  justice,  tran- 
quility, common  defense,  general  welfare,  and  the  preservation  of  liberty, 
nothing  could  have  been  more  frivolous  than  an  enumeration  of  powers. 

All  the  preceding  argiimenta  rising  from  a  deficiency  of  constitutional 
power  in  Congress,  apply  to  the  alien  act,  and  this  act  is  liable  to  other 
objections  peculiar  to  itself.  If  a  suspicion  that  aliens  are  dangerous  con- 
stitutes the  jostifieation  of  that  power  exercised  over  them  by  Congress, 
then  a  similar  suspicion  will  justify  the  exercise  of  a  similar  [lower  over 
natives;  because  there  is  nothing  in  the  constitution  distinguishing  be- 
tween the  power  of  a  state  to  permit  the  residence  of  natives  and  aliens. 
It  is  therefore  a  right  originally  possessed,  and  never  surrendered  by  the 
respective  states,  and  which  is  rendered  dear  and  valuable  to  Virginia, 
because  it  is  assailed  through  the  bosom  of  the  constitution,  and  because 
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her  peculiar  situation  renders  the  easy  admission  of  artisans  and  laborers 
an  interest  of  vast  importance. 

But  this  bill  contains  other  features,  still  more  alarmin>2;  and  dangerous. 
It  dispenses  with  the  trial  by  jury ;  it  violates  the  judicial  system ;  it  con- 
founds legislative,  executive,  and  judicial  powers;  it  punishes  without 
trial ;  and  it  bestows  upon  the  President  despotic  power  over  a  numerous 
class  of  men.  Are  such  measures  consistent  with  our  constitutional  prin- 
ciples? And  will  an  accumulation  of  power  so  extensive  in  the  hands  of 
the  executive,  over  aliens,  secure  to  natives  the  blessings  of  republican 
liberty? 

If  measures  can  mould  governments,  and  if  an  uncontrolled  power  of 
construction  is  surrendered  to  those  who  administer  them,  their  progreS'i 
may  be  easily  foreseen  and  their  end  easily  foretold.  A  lover  of  monarchy, 
who  opens  the  treasures  of  corruptioa,  by  distributing  emolument  among 
devoted  partisans,  may  at  the  same  time  be  approaching  his  object,  and 
deluding  the  people  with  professions  of  republicanism.  He  may  confound 
monarchy  and  republicanism,  by  the  art  of  definition.  He  may  varnish 
over  the  dexterity  which  ambition  never  fails  to  display,  with  the  pliancy 
of  language,  the  seduction  of  expediency,  or  the  prejudices  of  the  times. 
And  he  may  come  at  length  to  avow  that  so  extensive  a  territory  as  that 
of  the  United  States  can  only  be  governed  by  the  energies  of  monarchy ; 
that  it  can  not  be  defended,  except  by  standing  armies;  and  that  it  cati 
not  be  united,  except  by  consolidation. 

Measures  have  already  been  adopted  which  may  lead  to  these  conse- 
quences.   They  consist : 

In  fiscal  systems  and  arrangements,  which  keep  a  host  of  commercial 
and  wealthy  individuals,  embodied  and  obedient  to  the  mandates  of  tlie 
treasury. 

In  armies  and  navies,  which  will,  on  the  one  hand,  enlist  the  tendency 
of  man  to  pay  homage  to  his  fellow-creature  who  can  feed  or  honor  him; 
and  on  the  other,  employ  the  principle  of  fear,  by  punishing  imaginary 
insurrections,  under  the  pretext  of  preventive  justice. 

In  swarms  of  officers,  civil  and  military,  who  can  inculcate  political 
tenets  tending  to  consolidation  and  monarchy,  both  by  indulgences  and 
severities,  and  can  act  as  spies  over  the  free  exercise  of  hunmn  reason. 

In  restraining  the  freedom  of  the"  press,  and  investing  the  executive  with 
legislative,  executive,  and  judicial  powers,  over  a  numerous  body  of  men. 

And,  that  we  may  shorten  the  catalogue,  in  establishing  by  successive 
precedents  such  a  mode  of  construing  the  constitution  as  will  rapidly 
remove  every  restraint  upon  federal  power. 

Let  history  be  consulted ;  let  the  man  of  experience  reflect ;  nay,  let  the 


VIKOINIA  RESOLUTIONS. 

artificers  of  irionurchy  be  asked  wliut  farther  malerinls  (hey 
building  up  llieir  fsYoritc  system? 

These  are  solemo  but  painful  traths;  and  jet  we  recomme 
not  to  forget  the  [lossibility  of  danger  from  without,  oith       i 
ihresteas  uh  fmm  witliin.     Usurpation  fs  indeed  dreadful,  but  agaii 
eign  invasion,  if  that  should  happen,  let  us  rise  with  hearts  and  iii' 
united,  and  repel  the  attack  with  the  Eeal  of  freemen,  who  will  »trent; 
*  their  title  to  examine  and  correct  domestic  meaBUDM  by  having  defei 
their  country  agsiiut  foreign  aggression. 

Pledged  as  we  are,  fellow  citizens,  to  these  snored  engagemeuU,  we  ] 
humbly  and  fervently  implore  tlie  Almighty  Disposer  of  events  to  aVL 
in  m  our  land,  war  and  usupation,  the  scourgea  of  mankind ;  to  permit  ol 
titfidt  to  lie  cultivated  in  peacei  to  inslJll  into  nntioos  the  love  of  Eriendl . 
intercourve;  to  suSer  our  youth  to  be  educated  in  virtue;  and  to  prese 
our  morality  from  the  [mllution  invariably  incident  to  habits  of  wa: 
prevent  the  laborer  and  husbandman  from  being  harrassad  by  taxes 
imposts  i  to  remove  from  ambition  the  means  of  disturbing  the  coj 
wealth;  to  annihilate  all  pretexts  for  power  aflbrded  by  war;  to  mi 
the  constilutinn;  and  to  bl(;9s  our  nation  with  tranquility,  nnder  kl 
benign  influence  we  may  reach  the  summit  of  happiness  and  glory, 
which  we  are  destined  by  Nature  and  Nature's  God, 

Attest:  JOHN  STEWART,   C.  H.  D. 

'l7B9,  Jan.  23.     Agreed  tt,  by  the  Senate.  H.  BROOKE,  C.  S. 

A  true  cop;r  from  the  original,  deposited  in  the  office  of  the  General 
Aaaembly.  JOHN  STEWART,  Kerpt,- of  RolU. 
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Slate  of  Detamire. 
In  the  House  of  Representatives,  Febniary  1,  179Q.  lUsolitd,  By  the 
Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  state  of  Delaware,  in  general 
■ssembly  met,  that  they  consider  the  resolnlions  from  the  state  of  Vir- 
ginia aa  a  very  unjustiliahle  interference  with  the  generil  government  and 
tKinstittiled  authorities  of  the  United  States,  and  of  dangerous  tendency, 
and  therefore  not  lit  subject  for  the  further  consideration  of  the  general 
•asembly.  ISAAC  DAVIS,  Speaker  of  (ke  Senate. 

STEPHEN  LEWIS,  J^ieaktr  of  the  H.  of  fft 
Teat:  JOHN  FISHER,  C.  S. 

JOHN  CALDWELL,  C.  H.  R. 

State  of  Rhode  Tdand  and  I\-ovidenee  Flantaliofu. 
In  General  Assembly,  February,  A.  D.  1799.    Certain  resolutions  of  ths 
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legislature  of  Virginia,  passed  on  the  21st  of  December  last,  being  commu- 
nicated to  this  Assembly — 

1.  Rewlvcdy  That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  lep:islature,  the  second  section 
of  the  third  article  of  the  constitution  of  the  Unit^l  States  in  these  words, 
to  wit:  The  judicial  power  shall  extend  to  all  cases  arising  under  the 
laws  of  the  United  States,  vests  in  the  feileral  courts,  exclusively,  and  in 
the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  ultimately,  the  authority  of  de- 
ciding on  tlie  constitutionality  of  any  act  or  law  of  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States. 

2.  RcAokadj  That  for  any  state  legislature  to  assume  that  authority 
would  be, 

Ist.   Blending  together  legislative  and  judicial  powers. 

2d.  Hazarding  an  interruption  of  the  peace  of  the  states  by  civil  dis- 
cord, in  case  of  a  diversity  of  opinions  among  the  state  legislatures;  each 
state  having,  in  that  case,  no  resort  for  vindicating  its  own  opinions,  but 
to  the  strength  of  its  own  arm. 

3d.  Submitting  most  important  questions  of  law  to  less  competent  tri- 
bunals; and 

4th.  An  infraction  of  the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  expressed 
in  plain  terms. 

3.  Resolv^lj  That  although  for  the  above  reasons,  this  legislature,  in 
their  public  capacity,  do  not  feel  themselves  authorized  to  consider  and 
decide  on  the  constitutionality  of  the  sedition  and  alien  laws  (so  called); 
yet  they  are  called  upon  by  the  exigency  of  this  occasion,  to  declare,  that 
in  their  private  opinions,  these  laws  are  within  the  powers  delegated  to 
Congress,  and  promotive  of  the  welfare  of  the  United  States. 

4.  Eesolved^  That  the  governor  communicate  these  resolutions  to  the  su- 
preme executive  of  the  state  of  Virginia,  and  at  the  same  time  express  to 
him  that  this  legislature  can  not  contemplate,  without  extreme  concern 
and  regret,  the  many  evil  and  fatal  consequences  which  may  flow  from  the 
very  unwarrantable  resolutions  aforesaid,  of  the  legislature  of  Virginia, 
passed  on  the  twenty-first  day  of  December  last. 

A  true  copy.  SAMUEL  EDDY,  Secretary, 

Commcnwealth  of  MamichuselU. 

In  Senate,  February  9,  1799.  The  legislature  of  Massachusetts  having 
taken  into  serious  consideration  the  resolutions  of  the  state  of  Virginia, 
passed  the  21st  day  of  December  last,  and  communicated  by  his  excellency 
the  governor,  relative  to  certain  supposed  infractions  of  the  constitution 
of  the  United  States,  by  the  government  thereof,  and  being  convinced  that 
the  federal  constitution  is  calculated  to  promote  the  happiness,  prosperity, 
and  safety  of  the  people  of  these  United  States,  and  to  maintain  that  union 
of  the  several  states,  so  essential  to  the  welfare  of  the  whole;  and  being 
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liviiiiil  hy  £i>li.'mii  tiaili  lo  ^uppurl  aud  defcQiI  lliat  conslituti'in,  !vel  it  D" 
ntwcssttij  to  viike  sny  profesBions  of  [heir  attachincDt  tt,         '■      * 
ftrni  detenu infttion  Ui  support  it  agiiinst  every  aggression, 

But  iJicf  deem  it  their  duty  solemnly  to  declare,  that  w 
SRcml  th«  priocipl^,  tliat  roiiaeut  of  tlie  people  is  the  only  pure 
juit  nnd  legitimate  power,  thvy  I'un  nut  admit  tlie  right  of  thu  mi 
l»tiire*  ti]  dcnonnce  tlic  Rdminiiitnitlon  of  thnt  gtiTornment  to  wl 
peo|>l(!   tlieinw-lvra,  ]>y  n  soli-Tiin  compact,  linvc  txcluiiively  coi 
ibeir  nationnt  concern*:    That,  allliougli  it  liberal  and  cnlighlbni 
lancv  amon^  the  people  is  nlwaya  to  be  chennhGd,  y«t  tin  unr 
j«alou9y  of  the  men  of  tlwir  tlioiii,',  and   »   reLUrrenue  to  measu' 
tnmllr,  upon  groiindlew  •!  trivial  pretvxta,   have  n  strong  ten 
deatiwy  all  rational  liberty  at  home,  and  Ur  deprtvs  Iho  United  >- 
the  inwt  essential  advantages  in  their  relations  ubruad :    That  tl 
lalun  are  persuaded  that  the  deeision  of  all  coses  in  Inir  and  cqiin 
ing  under  the  constilntion  of  the  United  Staled,  and  tin;  construe^ 
at]  laws  made  in  pnnsuance  thereoF,  are  exclusively  vested  by  the  j 
in  the  judicial  coiirta  of  the  United  Stutes. 

That  the  people  in  that  solemn  compact,  which  is  declared  tu  be 
preme  lav  of  the  land,  have  not  constituted   the  stnte  legtalalii.. 
judges  of  the  acts  ur  measures  of  the  ledersl  govenimenl,  but  hni 
fid«d  tu  them  the  pnwcrof  pro poaing such  amendments  of  the  constit 
as  nliall  Hjipear  to  them  nvceesary  to  the  interests,  or  conformable  to  uis 
wi«hca  of  the  people  whom  they  represent. 

Thai  by  this  fiOMtmction  o(  the  coiwlitution,  an  amicable  am!  dispaa- 
sionnto  rt'int-ily  i-  fi^iitiloil  out  for  nnv  uvil  which  exjieriencc  may  prove  to 

i\l-i.   "li  :li.   I :iriil  pros-iitrily  of  the  United  States  nmy  bu  preserved 

without  interruption. 

But,  should  (he  respectable  stale  of  Virginia  pcrsiKt  in  the  assumption 
of  the  right  to  declare  the  acta  of  the  national  government  unconstitutional, 
and  should  she  oppose  successfully  her  force  and  will  to  those  of  the  na- 
tion, the  constitution  would  be  reduced  to  a  mere  cipher,  to  the  form  and 
pageantry  of 'julhority,  without  the  energy  of  power.  Every  act  of  the 
federal  government  which  thwnrteii  the  views  or  checked  the  ambilioua 
projects  of  a  particular  stale,  or  of  itN  leading  and  influentiitl  mcmliers, 
would  be  the  object  of  opposition  and  of  remonstrance;  while  the  jieople, 
convulsed  and  confused  liy  the  cunllict  between  two  hostile  jurisdictions, 
enjoying  the  protection  of  neither,  would  be  wearied  into  a  submission  to 
lome  bold  leader,  who  would  eiilabiish  himself  on  the  ruins  of  both. 

The  legislature  of  Massachusetts,  allhoiigh  they  do  not  themselves 
claim  the  right,  nor  admit  the  authority  of  ony  of  the  stole  governments, 
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to  decide  upon  the  constitutionality  of  the  acts  of  the  federal  goTemment, 
Mill,  lest  their  silence  should  be  construed  into  disapprobation!  or  at  best 
into  a  doubt  of  the  constitutionality  of  the  acts  referred  to  by  the  state  of 
Virginia;  and,  as  thej^^neral  assembly  of  Virginia  has  called  for  an  ex- 
pression of  their  sentiments,  do  explicitly  declare,  that  they  consider  the 
acts  of  Congress,  commonly  called  **  the  alien  and  sedition  acts,"  not  only 
constitutional,  but  expedient  and  necessary :  That  the  former  act  respects 
a  description  of  persons  whose  rights  were  not  particularly  contemplated 
in  the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  who  are  entitled  only  to  a  tem- 
porary protection,  wliile  they  yield  a  temporary  allegiance;  a  protection 
which  ought  to  be  witlidrawn  whenever  they  become  **  dangerous  to  the  pub- 
lic safety,"  or  are  found  guilty  of  "  treasonable  machination"  against  the 
government :  that  Congress,  having  been  especially  intrusted  by  the  peo- 
ple with  the  general  defense  of  the  nation,  had  not  only  the  right,  but 
were  bound  to  protect  it  against  internal  as  well  as  external  foes :  That  the 
United  States,  at  the  time  of  passing  the  act  concerning  alienSy  were  threat- 
ened with  actual  invasion,  had  been  driven  by  the  unjust  and  ambitious 
conduct  of  the  French  government  into  warlike  preparations,  expensive 
and  burdensome,  and  had  then,  within  the  bosom  of  the  country,  thou- 
sands of  aliens,  who,  we  doubt  not,  were  ready  to  co-operate  in  any  exter- 
nal attack. 

It  can  not  be  seriously  believed,  that  the  United  States  should  have 
waited  till  the  poignard  hud  in  fact  been  plunged.  The  removal  of  aliens 
is  the  usual  preliminary  of  Iiostility,  and  is  justified  by  the  invariable 
usages  of  nations.  Actual  hostility  had  unhaj>pily  long  been  experienced, 
iind  a  formal  declaration  of  it  the  government  had  reason  daily  to  expect. 
The  law,  therefore,  was  just  and  salutary,  and  no  officer  could,  with  so 
much  propriety,  be  intrusted  with  the  execution  of  it,  as  the  one  in  whom 
the  constitution  has  reposed  the  executive  power  of  the  United  States. 

The  sedition  act,  so-called,  is,  in  the  opinion  of  tliis  legislature,  equally 
defensible.  The  general  assembly  of  Virginia,  in  their  resolve  under 
consideration,  observe,  that  when  that  state  by  it«  convention  ratified  the 
federal  constitution,  it  expressly  declared,  "That,  among  other  essential 
right^s,  the  liberty  of  conscience  and  of  the  press  can  not  be  cancelled, 
abridged,  restrained,  or  modified  by  any  authority  of  the  United  States," 
and  from  its  extreme  anxiety  to  guard  these  rights  from  every  possible  at- 
tack of  sophistry  or  ambition,  with  other  states,  recommend  an  amend- 
ment for  that  purpose;  which  amendment  was,  in  due  time,  annexed  to 
the  constitution  ;  but  they  did  not  surely  expect  that  the  proceedings  of 
their  state  convention  were  to  explain  the  amendment  adopted  by  the 
union.  The  words  of  that  amendment,  on  this  subject,  are,  **  Congress 
fihall  make  no  law  abridging  the  freedom  of  speech  or  of  the  press." 
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The  net  complained  of  is  no  abridgement  of   llie   freedom 
TLe  ttenuine  liberl/  t>(  speech  nnd  the  preas,  is  the  Ulicrty  to 
publith  the  tnitlk;  but  tlie  Fonstiliitiunal  ri)cht  of  the  ciliien  to 
[inbluh  the  truth,  is  not   tii   be  coufouoiled  with  the   liccntit 
apeaking;  and  writing,  that  ie  only  employed  in  propagnting  [ml* 
ilander-     This  freedom  of  the  press  bns  been  explicitly  sucLir«r 
if  not  all, the  state  constitutions;  and  of  this  provibion  there  K 
generally  but  one  conJ^lruction  among  enlightened  men ;  that  it  is  n  ee. . 
ity  tor  the  rational  use  and  not  the  abuse  of  liie  press;  of  which  the  cnui. 
«f  law,  the  juries,  and  people  will  judge;  this  ri^ht  is  not  infringed,  hu 
confirmed  nnd  established  by  the  inte  act  of  Congress, 

By  the  constitution,  the  legi»latiTe,  executive,  and  judicial  departmc 
I  iif  government  are  ordained  and  eslahlislied ;  and  general  enumerated  pu 
I       ers  vested  in  them  respectively,  including  those  which  are  prohibited 

the  Heveral  statea.  Certain  powers  ore  granted  in  gencml  terms  by 
I  [>eople  to  their  general  government,  for  the  purposes  of  their  safet} 
protection.  The  government  ia  not  only  empowered,  but  it  is  made 
duly  to  repel  invnaions  and  euppresn  insiirrections;  to  guarnnly  to  the 
aeveral  stales  a  republican  form  of  government;  to  protect  each  state 
against  invasion,  and,  when  applied  to,  against  domestic  violence;  to  hear 
«nd  decide  all  cases  in  law  and  equity,  arising  under  the  constitution, and 
Undf^r  any  treaty  or  law  made  in  pursuance  thereof;  and  all  cases  of  ad- 
-mirslty  and  maritime  jurisdiction,  and  relating  to  the  law  of  nations. 
M'faenever,  therefore,  it  becomes  necessary  to  efTect  any  of  the  objecla  desig- 
nated, it  b  perfectly  consonant  to  all  just  rules  of  construction,  to  inferi 
that  the  usual  means  and  powers  necessary  to  the  attainment  of  that  ob- 
ject, are  also  granted.  But  the  constitution  has  left  no  occasion  to  resort 
to  implication  for  these  powei^;  it  has  made  an  express  grant  of  them,  in 
<ii«  Sth  Bectinn  of  the  first  article,  which  ordains.  "  That  Congress  shall 
bave  power  to  make  all  laws  which  shall  be  necessary  and  proper  for 
oarrying  into  execution  the  foregoing  powers,  and  all  other  powers  vested 
\>j  tbe  f^nstitution  in  the  government  of  the  United  States,  or  in  any  de- 
f»rtment  or  officer  thereof." 

This  constitution  baa  established  a  supreme  court  of  the  United  States, 
l>ut  has  made  no  provisions  for  its  protection,  even  against  such  improper 
<M>ndiict  in  its  presence,  as  might  disturb  its  proceedings,  unless  expresaed 
in  the  section  before  recited.  But  as  no  statute  has  been  passed  on  this 
vobject,  this  protection  is,  and  has  been  for  nine  years  past,  nniformiy 
toand  in  the  application  of  the  principles  and  usages  of  the  common  law. 
Tbe  ume  protection  may  unquestionably  be  afforded  by  a  statute  passed 
in  virtue  of  the  befoie-mentioned  section,  as  necesiary  and  proper,  for 
■  10 
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carrying  into  execution  the  powers  vested  in  that  department.  A  con- 
struction of  the  different  parts  of  the  constitution,  perfectly  just  and  fair, 
will,  on  analogous  principles,  extend  protection  and  security  against  the 
ofienccs  in  question,  to  the  other  departments  of  government,  in  discharge 
of  their  resj)ective  trusts. 

The  President  of  the  United  States  is  bound  by  his  oath  "to  preserve, 
protect,  and  defend  the  constitution,"  and  it  is  expressly  made  his  duty, "  to 
take  care  that  the  laws  be  faithfully  executed;"  but  this  would  be  im- 
practicable by  any  created  being,  if  there  could  be  no  legal  restraint  of 
those  scandalous  misrepresentations  of  his  measures  and  motives,  which 
directly  tend  to  rob  him  of  the  public  confidence.  And  equally  impotent 
would  be  every  other  public  offix^er,  if  thus  left  to  the  mercy  of  the  sedi- 
tious. 

It  is  holden  to  be  a  truth  most  clear,  that  the  important  tnists  befoie 
enumerated  can  not  be  dischargeti  by  the  government  to  which  they  are 
committed,  without  the  power  to  restrain  seditious  practices  and  unlawful 
combinations  against  itself,  and  to  protect  the  officers  thereof  from  abusive 
misrepresentations.  Had  the  constitution  withheld  this  power,  it  would 
have  made  tiie  govcrnmeut  responsible  for  the  effects,  without  any  control 
over  the  causes  which  naturally  produce  them,  and  would  have  essentially 
failed  of  answering  the  great  ends  for  which  the  people  of  the  United 
States  declare,  in  the  first  clause  of  that  instrument,  that  they  establish 
the  same,  viz:  "To  form  a  more  perfect  union,  establish  justice,  insure 
domestic  tranquility,  provide  for  the  common  defense,  [jmrnote  the  general 
welfare,  and  secure  the  blessings  of  liberty  to  ourselves  and  posterity." 

Seditious  practices  and  unlawful  combinations  against  the  federal  gov- 
ernment, or  any  officer  thereof,  in  the  i)erformance  of  his  duty,  as  well  as 
licentiousness  of  speec^h  and  of  the  press,  were  punishable  on  the  princi- 
ples of  common  law,  in  the  courts  of  the  United  States,  before  the  act  in 
(piestion  was  passed.  This  act  then  is  an  amelioration  of  that  law  in  favor 
of  the  party  accused,  as  it  mitigates  the  punishment  which  that  authorizes, 
and  admits  of  any  investigation  of  public  men  and  measures  which  is  reg- 
ulated by  truth.  It  is  not  intended  to  protect  men  in  office,  only  as  they 
are  agents  of  the  people.  Its  object  is  to  afl'onl  legal  security  to  public 
offices  and  trusts  created  for  the  safety  and  happiness  of  the  people,  and> 
therefore,  the  security  derived  from  it  is  for  tiie  benefit  of  the  people,  and 
is  their  right. 

The  construction  of  the  constitution  and  of  the  existing  law  of  theland^ 
as  well  as  the  act  complained  of,  tlie  legislature  of  Massachusetts  most 
deliberately  and  firmly  believe  results  from  a  just  and  full  view  of  the 
several  parts  of  the  constitution :  and  thoy  consider  that  act  to  be  wise  and 
necessary,  as  an  audacious  and  unprincij)kMl  spirit  of  falsehood  and  abuse 
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hml  been  too  long  unremittinglj  eiertwi  for  tbe  purp™*  of 
poblic  opinion,  and  threatened  to  underaiioe  and  dwtroj  Ihe  w 
of  |n>verainent. 

The  legistalure  further  declare,  tliat  in  the  fore^'oing;  aentii 
have  eipresseiJ  tlie  general  oinnion  of  their  const itu en tii,  wbi 
ml/  acquiesced  without  complnint  in  those  particular  metun 
federal  government,  but  hare  given  their  explicit  approbDtion  u^  . 
iDg  tbate  tneo  who  voted  for  the  itdojition  of  them.  Nor  is  it  appreh- 
that  the  citiiens  of  this  state  will  be  accused  of  siipincncsa  or  ot  an      ui 
fvrence  Ut  tlieir  const itut ion nl  rights;  for  while,  on  the  one  hand,  lli<- 
giird  nith  due  vigilance  the  conduct  of  the  government,  on  flie  other, 
fi«e<luni,  nafety  and  happiness  reijuite,  that  they  should  defend  that      i 

eminent  and  its  constitutional  measurefs  ngaiiut  the  o[«n  or  ituidiot I 

tacbi  of  any  foe,  whether  foi'eign  or  domestic. 

And,  lastly,  that  the  legislature  of  Massachusetts  feel  n  strong  con^ 
tioiD,  that  the  severs]  United  Slates  are  conoectod  by  a  common  intcJ 
which  ought  to  render  their  onion  indissoluble,  and  that  this  filate  Wi> 
always  co-o|ierate  with  its  confederate  states  in  rendering  that  union  pro- 
dactive  of  mutual  security,  freedom,  and  happiness. 

Sent  down  for  concurrence.  SAMUEL  PHILLIPS,  Preiidml. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives,  February  Hi,  1799. 

Bead  and  concurred.  EDWARD  H.  ROBBINS,  i^^eaker. 

A  true  copy.    Att«st:   JOHN  AVERY,  S<rrcMi> 

Slate  of  Km  Ywk. 
In  Senate,  March  5,  1T99.  Wiif.reas,  The  people  of  the  United  Stales 
have  estttblished  for  themselves  a  free  and  independent  national  govern- 
ment; and  whereas  it  is  essential  to  Ihe  existence  of  every  government, 
that  it  have  authority  to  defend  and  preserve  its  constitutional  powers 
inviolate,  inasmuch  as  every  infringement  thereof  tends  to  ita  subversion ; 
and  whereas  the  judicial  power  extends  expressly  lo  all  cases  of  law  and 
equity  arising  under  the  constitution  and  laws  of  the  United  States 
whereby  the  interference  of  the  legislatures  of  the  particular  states  in 
tboee  cases  is  manifestly  excluded;  and  whereas  our  peace,  prosperity, 
and  happiness,  eminently  depend  on  the  preservation  of  the  Union,  in 
order  to  which,  a  reasonable  contidenee  in  the  constituted  authorities  and 
choeen  representatives  of  the  people  is  indispensable;  and  whereas  every 
measure  calculated  to  weaken  tiiat  confidence  has  a  tendency  to  destroy 
the  usefulness  of  our  public  functionaries,  and  to  excite  jealousies  equally 
hostile  to  rational  liberty,  and  the  principles  of  a  good  republican  govem- 
ment;  and  whereas  the  Senate,  not  perceiving  that  the  rights  of  the  par- 
ticular states  have  been  violated,  nor  any  unconstitutional  powers  assumed 
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by  tlic  jcrcneral  government,  can  not  forbear  to  express  the  anxiety  and 
regri't  witli  whirh  thoy  observe  the  inllammatory  and  pernicious  senli- 
ments  and  doctrines  wliich  are  contained  in  the  resolutions  of  the  legisla- 
tures of  Virginia  and  Kentucky — sentiment*  and  doctrines,  no  less  repug- 
nant to  the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  the  principles  of  their 
union,  tlian  destructive  to  the  federal  government  and  unjust  lo  thoee 
whom  the  pooj)le  have  eUt'ted  to  administer  it;  wherefore — 

lifttulivd,  That  while  the  Senate  feel  themselves  constrained  to  bear  un- 
equivocal testimony  against  such  sentiments  and  doctrines,  they  deem  it  a 
duty  no  less  indisjwnsahle,  explicitly  to  declare  their  incomj>etency,  as  a 
branch  of  the  legislature  of  this  state,  to  supervise  the  acts  of  the  general 
government. 

Me^vedj  That  his  excellency,  the  governor,  be,  and  he  is  hereby  re- 
quested to  transmit  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  resolution  to  the  executives  of 
the  states  of  Virginia  and  Kentucky,  to  the  end  that  the  same  may  be 
communicated  to  the  legislatures  thereof. 

A  true  copy.  ABM.  B.  BAUCKER,  ClerL 

State  of  Connecticul. 

At  a  general  assembly  of  the  state  of  Connecticut,  holden  at  Hartford, 
in  the  said  state,  on  the  second  Thursdav  of  Mav,  Anno  Domini  1799.  his 
excellency,  the  governor,  having  communicate<i  to  this  assembly  sundry 
resolutions  of  the  legislature  of  Virginia,  adopted  in  December,  179S, 
which  relate  to  the  ntcasures  of  the  general  government;  and  the  said  res- 
olutions having  been  considered,  it  is 

Resoli'cdy  That  this  assembly  views  with  deep  regret,  and  explicitly  dis- 
avows, the  principles  containetl  in  the  aforesaid  resolutions;  and  particu- 
larly the  opposition  to  the  "  Alien  and  Sctlition  acts" — acts  which  the  con- 
stitution authorized;  which  the  exigency  of  the  country  rendered  neces- 
sary; which  the  constituted  authorities  have  enacted,  and  which  merit  the- 
entire  approbation  of  this  assembly.  They,  therefore,  decidedly  refuse  to 
concur  witli  tlie  legislature  of  Virginia,  in  promoting  any  of  the  objects. 
attempted  in  the  aforesjiid  n^solutions.     And  it  is  further 

lici^ohrd,  That  his  excellency,  the  governor,  be  requested  to  transmit  a, 
copy  of  the  foregoing  resolution  to  tlie  governor  of  Virginia,  that  it  may 
be  communicated  to  the  legislature  of  that  state. 

Passed  in  the  House  of  Representatives  unanimously. 

Attest:  JOHN  C.  SMITH,  Oa-k, 

Concurred,  unanimously,  in  the  upper  House. 

Teste:  *  SAM.  WYLLYS,  5^<v. 

State  of  ynr  ITtm}}tfthire. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives,  June  14,  1799.  The  committee  to  take 
into  consideration  the  resolutions  of  the  general   assembly  of  Virginia, 
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d{tt«l   IWember  21,  1798;  !%\so  certiim   wsolnliiiiis  ol  the  1^ 
Keniufky,  o(  llie  lOth  of  November,  17B8;  report  as  follow*: 

The  l^isUlure  at  New  Hniupaliire,  having  tuken  into  cot 
certain  resolutions  of  the  general  assonibly  <if  Virginia,  dated 
21,  1798;  also  cerliiin  resolutions  of  the  legislature  of  Kentu( 
10th  of  November,  1798,— 

Baolivd,  Thflt  the  legislature  of  Ncvr  Hampshire  unequiTocaUy  exp 
a  firm  resolution  to  maintnin  and  defend  llie  constitution  of  the  Uniii 
Stal««,  und  tlie  (Constitution  nf  tliin  state,  againat  every  uggresoion,  eithe- 
foreign  or  doiueatic,  and  that  they  will  support  llie  goTernnient  of  Ih 
I'tiited  States  in  ail  measures  warranted  by,  the  formcc. 

That  the  state  legialalures  are  not  the  proper  tribunals  to  detcnaine  th* 
coDititutionnlity  of  the  laws  of  the  general  government;  that  the  duly  a 
siteh  decision  is  properly  and  extliidivelj  conSded  to  the  judicial  de] 

That  if  the  legislature  of  New  llitnipshire,  for  mere  speculative  p 
pooes,  wen"  tn  eipresn  an  opinion  <,n  the  actf  nf  llie  general  government, 
commonly  called  "The  Alien  and  Sedition  bills,"  that  opinion  would  unre- 
reservedly  be,  that  tliosc  acts  are  constitutional,  and,  in  the  present  criti- 
cal situation  of  our  eonntry,  highly  exjiedient. 

That  the  constitntinn.ility  and  expediency  of  the  acts  aforesaid  have 
been  very  ably  advocated  and  clearly  demonstrated  by  many  citizens  of 
the  United  States,  more  es[>ecially  by  the  minority  of  the  general  assembly 
of  Virginia.  The  legislature  of  New  Hamjishire,  therefore,  deem  it  un- 
Dtcensary,  by  any  train  of  arguments,  to  attempt  further  illustration  of 
the  propositions,  the  truth  of  which,  it  ia  confidently  believed,  at  this  day, 
■a  vet7  generally  seen  and  acknowledged. 

Which  report,  lieing  read  und  considered,  was  unanimously   received 


and  accepted,  on 
Seat  up  for  co 

In  Senate,  san 

e  hundred  ond  thirty-seven  members  being  present, 
ncurrence.                           ^^^^  PRENTICE,  Sp*ater. 
le  dav,  read  and  concurred  in  unanimously. 

Approved  Jun 

AMOS  SHEPARD,  PrmdenL 
,e  15, 179S. 

J.  T.  OILMAN,  Go«™>r. 

A  true  copy. 
Attest: 

JOSEPH  PEARSON,  Secittary. 

ftlate  of  Fermont. 
la  the  House  of  Rep reaenta lives,  October  30,  A.  D.  1799.  The  House 
proceeded  tii  lake  under  their  considerntinn  the  resolutions  of  the  general 
u^embly  of  Virginia,  relative  to  certain  measures  of  the  genera]  govern- 
larat,  transmitted  to  the  legislature  of  this  state  for  their  consideration; 
Vlierenpon, 
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Resolved,  That  the  general  assembly  of  the  state  of  Vermont  do  highly  dla- 
approve  of  the  resolutions  of  the  general  assembly  of  the  state  of  Virginia, 
as  being  unconstitutional  in  their  nature  and  dangerous  in  their  tendency. 
It  belongs  not  to  state  legislatures  to  decide  on  the  constitutionality  of  the 
laws  made  by  the  general  government ;  this  power  being  exclusively  vested 
in  judiciary  courts  of  the  union. 

That  his  excellency  the  governor  be  requested  to  transmit  a  copy  of  thb 
resolution  to  the  executive  of  Virginia,  to  be  communicated  to  the  general 
assembly  of  that  state ;  and  that  the  same  be  sent  to  the  governor  and 
council  for  their  concurrence.  SAMUEL  C.  CRAFTS,  Clerk, 

In  council,  October  30, 1799.     Read  and  concurred  in  unanimously. 

RICHARD  WHITNEY,  Seerelaiy. 

RESOLUTIONS   OF   1798   AND   1799. 

(The  original  draft  prepared  by  Thomas  Jeflferson.) 

The  following  resolutions  passed  the  House  of  Representatives  of  Ken- 
tucky, November  10,  1798 :  On  the  passage  of  the  first  resolution,  one  dis- 
sentient ;  2d,  3d,  4th,  5th,  Gth,  7th,  8th,  two  dissentients ;  Qth,  three  dis- 
sentients. 

1.  Rcsdxedy  That  the  several  states  composing  the  United  States  of 
America,  arc  not  united  on  the  principle  of  unlimited  submission  to  their 
general  government;  but  that  by  compact  under  the  style  and  title  of  a 
constitution  for  tlie  United  States,  and  of  amendments  thereto,  they  con- 
stituted a  general  government  for  special  purposes,  delegated  to  that  gov- 
ernment certain  definite  powers,  reserving,  each  state  to  itself,  the  residu- 
ary mass  of  right  to  tlicir  own  self-government ;  and,  that  whensoever  the 
general  government  assumes  undelegated  powers,  its  acts  are  unauthorita- 
tive, void,  and  of  no  force;  that  to  this  compact  each  state  acceded  as  a 
state,  and  is  an  integral  party ;  that  this  government,  created  by  this  com- 
pact, was  not  made  the  exclusive  or  final  judge  of  the  extent  of  the  powers 
delegated  to  itself;  since  that  would  have  made  its  discretion,  and  not  the 
constitution,  the  measure  of  its  powers;  but,  that  as  in  all  other  cases  of 
compact  among  parties  having  no  common  judge,  each  party  has  an  equal 
right  to  judge  for  itself,  as  well  of  infractions  as  of  the  mode  and  measure 
of  redress. 

2.  IlfAolved,  That  the  constitution  of  the  United  States  having  delegated 
to  Congress  a  power  to  punish  treason,  counterfeiting  the  securities  and 
current  coin  of  the  Unitod  Stat«'s,  piracies  and  felonies  committeil  on  the 
high  seas,  and  oflcnses  against  tlie  laws  of  nations,  and  no  other  crimes 
whatever;  and  it  being  true,  as  a  general  j^rinciple,  and  one  of  the  amend- 
ments to  the  constitution  having  also  declared,  "  that  the  powers  not  dele- 
gated to  the  United  Stntes  l)y  the  constitution,  nor  prohibited  by  it  to  the 
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etaUw,  are  reserved  to  llie  «lalet(  respectively,  or  to  llie  people,"  therefore 
slso  (he  snnie  act  of  Congress,  pnssed  oii  llie  I4th  daj  of  July,  1T&8,  and 
entitled  "An  net  in  nddiUon  to  llie  acl  entitled  An  net  for  llie  punUhmcnt 
of  certain  erini«s  against  the  t'nited  Slates;"  as  aUo  the  act  {Muaed  liy  ■ 
them  on  the  27lh  day  of  June,  171>8,  entitled  "An  net  to  punish  frauda 
-committed  on  the  Bank  of  I  he  United  Btntea,"  (and  nil  other  their  acta 
irluch  aaaiime  to  create,  define,  or  piinitili  crimes  olher  than  those  enam- 
«r«lwl  in  the  conatitutioni,  Eire  allotfether  void  and  ol  no  force,  and  that 
the  power  to  crente,  define,  and  punish  »uch  other  crimes  is  regerred,  and 
•ot  right  appertains  solely  and  exdusively  to  the  respective  stuti*,  each 
vithiii  il»  own  lerrilory. 

3.  HaatcTil,  TIml  it  is  true,  as  s  general  principle,  and  is  also  expressly 
declared  by  one  of  the  amendments  to  the  constitnlion,  Ihat  "  the  powers 
not  delegated  to  the  United  States  by  the  coHHtitution,  nor  prohibited  by 
it  to  the  stales,  are  reserved  to  itie  slates  reapectively,  or  tu  the  people;" 
Utd  that  no  power  over  the  freedom  of  religion,  freedom  of  speech,  or  free- 
dom of  the  press  being  delegated  to  the  United  t^tates  by  the  const itutioD, 
Dor  prohibited  by  it  tn  the  Blates,  all  lawitil  powers  riwpcciiiiK  the  name 
did  of  right  remain,  and  were  reserved  to  the  states  or  to  the  people;  that 
thDS  waa  maniFested  Ihelr  determination  to  retain  to  themselvea  the  right 
of  judging  how  far  the  licentiousness  of  speech  and  of  Ihe  press  may  be 
•bridged  without  lessening  their  useful  freeilom,  and  hnw  Far  those  abuses 
which  can  not  be  separated  from  their  use  should  be  toltruleti  rather  tbaa 
the  use  be  destroyed  ;  and  thus  also  they  guarded  against  all  abridgment 
by  the  United  Slates,  of  the  freedom  of  religious  principles  and  exercises, 
•nd  retained  to  themselves  the  right  of  protecting  the  same,  as  this,  stated 
by  a  law  passed  on  the  general  demand  of  its  citizens,  had  already  pro- 
tected them  from  all  human  restraint  or  interference;  and  that,  in  addi- 
'tion  to  this  general  principle  and  express  declaration,  another  and  more 
special  provision  has  been  made  by  one  of  the  amendments  to  Ihe  consti- 
tn  tion,  which  expressly  declares  that  "Congress  shall  make  no  laws  re- 
specting an  establishment  of  religion,  or  proliibiling  the  free  exercise 
thereof,  or  abridging  the  freedom  of  speech,  or  of  the  jiress,"  thereby  guard- 
ing in  the  same  sentence,  and  under  the  same  words,  the  freedom  of  reli- 
gion, of  speech,  and  of  the  press,  insomuch  that  whatever  violates  either^ 
throws  down  the  sanctuary  which  covers  the  others;  and  lliiit  libels,  false- 
hood, and  defamation,  equally  with  heresy  and  false  religion,  arc  withheld 
from  the  cc^izance  of  federal  tribunals.  That  therefore  the  act  of  the 
Congress  of  the  United  Slates,  passed  on  the  14lh  of  July,  1798,  entitled 
"An  act  in  addition  to  the  act  entitled  An  act  for  the  punishment  of  cer- 
tain crimes  against  the  United  States,"  which  does  abridge  the  freedom  of 
(be  press,  is  not  law,  but  is  altogether  void  and  of  DO  fotoe. 
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4.  Resolved,  That  alien  friends  are  under  the  jurisdiction  and  protection 
of  the  laws  of  the  state  wherein  they  are;  that  no  power  over  them  has 
been  delegated  to  the  United  States,  nor  prohibited  to  the  individual  states 
distinct  from  their  power  over  citizens ;  and  it  being  true,  as  a  general 
principle,  and  one  of  the  amendments  to  the  constitution  having  also  de- 
clared, that  "  the  powers  not  delegated  to  the  United  States  by  the  consti- 
tution, nor  prohibited  to  the  states,  are  reserved  to  the  states  respectively^ 
or  to  the  people,"  the  act  of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  passed  the 
22d  day  of  June,  1798,  erttitled  **An  act  concerning  aliens,"  which  a^sames- 
power  over  alien  friends  not  delegated  by  the  consitution,  is  not  law,  but 
is  altogether  void  and  of  no  force. 

5.  Resolved,  That  in  addition  to  the  general  principle  as  well  as  the  ex- 
press declaration,  that  powers  not  dclegjite<l  are  reserved,  another  and  more 
special  provision  inferred  in  the  constitution,  from  abundant  caution  has- 
declared,  "that  the  migration  or  importation  of  such  |>ersons  as  any  of  the 
states  now  existing  shall  think  pro{H>r  to  admit,  shall  not  be  prohibited  by 
the  Congress  prior  to  the  year  1808."  That  this  commonwealth  does  admit 
the  migration  of  alien  friends  described  as  the  subject  of  the  said  act  con- 
cerning aliens ;  that  a  provision  against  prohibiting  their  migration  is  a 
provision  against  all  acts  equivalent  thereto,  or  it  would  be  nugatory; 
that  to  remove  them  when  migrated  is  equivalent  to  a  prohibition  of  their 
migration,  and  is,  therefore,  contrary  to  the  said  provision  of  the  consti- 
tution, and  void. 

6.  Rf'i<o/ir(i  Tliat  the  imprisonment  of  a  person  under  the  protection  of 
the  laws  of  tiiis  comnionwealtli  on  his  failure  to  obey  tlie  simple  order  of 
the  President  to  dei>art  out  of  tlie  United  States,  as  is  undertaken  by  the 
said  act,  entitled,  "An  act  concerning  aliens,"  is  contrary  to  the  constitu- 
tion, one  amendment  in  which  has  provided  that  "no  person  shall  be  de- 
prived of  liberty  without  due  ])roress  of  law,"  and,  that  another  having 
provided,  "that  in  all  criminal  prosecutions,  the  accused  shall  enjoy  the 
right  to  a  public  trial  by  an  impartial  jury,  to  be  informed  as  to  the  na- 
ture and  cause  of  the  accusation,  to  be  confronted  with  the  witnesses 
against  him,  to  have  compulsory  process  for  obtaining  witnesses  in  his 
favor,  and  to  have  assistance  of  counsel  for  his  defense,"  the  same  act  un- 
dertaking to  authorize  the  President  to  remove  a  person  out  of  the  United 
States  who  is  under  the  protection  of  the  law,  on  his  own  suspicion,  with- 
out jury,  without  public  trial,  without  confrontation  of  the  witnesses 
against  him,  without  having  witnesses  in  his  favor,  without  defense,  with- 
out counsel,  is  contrary  to  these  provisions  also  of  the  constitution,  is 
therefore  not  law,  but  utterly  void  and  of  no  force. 

That  transferring  the  power  of  judging  any  person  who  is  under  the  pro- 
tection of  the  laws,  from  the  courts  to  the  President  of  the  Ignited  States, 
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■s  is  underlaken  hy  lljo  Hame  art  concerning  ^tlieos,  is  ugainRt 
at  the  cnnatitulion  wliich  {irovides  that  "the  judicial  power  of 
Sutes  »li«ll  be  Tested  in  the  courts,  the  judges  of  which  shall 
office  during  good  behavior,"  and  tiiat  tiie  unid  act  ia  void  for  i 
altto;  and  it  is  further  to  be  noted  thnt  this  transfer  of  judicial 
lo  that  mngintrnte  of  the  general  goTemment  who  already  juaae 
eiecutive,  and  a  qualified  negative  in  all  the  legislative  powiT. 

7.  Stuolrril,  Tlial  the  construclion  applied  hy  the  general  cmme 
(U  is  evident  bj  sundry  of  their  proceedings)  to  ihone  purta  ^.  4 
tution  of  the  Cniled  States  wliich  delegate  to  Congrens  power  to 

'    rolled  taxes,  dnties,  impOHtH,  exciseit;  to  pay  the  debts,  and  |>roT 
the  I'omiuon  defense  and  general  welfare  of  the  United  States,  and  to  I 
all  lows  wliich  tthali  be  necea»ury  and  proper  for  cnrrying  into  execi 
Ihe  powers  venteil  by  the  constilotion  in  the  government  of  th"  '^"■ 
FlHtm,  or  any  department  thereuf,  goes  lo  tlie  destruction  of  all  I 
preM:ribe«l  Ic  iheir  power  by  ibe  eonstilution ;  that  wordH  nieani  uy 
iQ«tnini.-nt  l'>  he  subsidiary  only  to  the  eieculion  of  Ihe  limited   ponera, 
ought  not  to  be  so  construed  as  themselves  to  give  unlimited  powers,  nor 
I  part  BO  to  be  taken  as  to  destroy  the  whole  residue  of  the  instrumeat : 
Thkt  the  proceedings  of  the  general  gtiveniment,  under  color  of  those  arti- 
cles, will  be  A  lit  and  neces-^ry  subject  forrevisal  and  conection  at  a  time 
oi  greater  tranquility,  while  tliose  specilied  in  the  preceding  resolutions 
call  for  iniuiediiite  redrcsH. 

8.  Eeeolrtil.  That  the  preceding  re<>olution9  be  transmitted  to  Ihe  sena- 
lon  and  representatives  in  Uongre)<s  from  this  commonwealth,  who  are 
enjoined  to  present  the  same  to  their  respective  houses,  and  to  use  tbeir 
b*»t  endeavors  to  procure  at  the  next  session  of  Congress  a  repeal  of  the 
■lotesaid  unconalitulional  and  obnoxious  acts. 

9.  Rttvitxd  Uittly,  That  the  governor  of  this  commonwealth  be,  and  is 
hereby  authorized  and  requested  to  communicate  the  preceding  resolutions 
lo  the  legislatures  of  the  several  states,  to  assure  them  that  this  common- 
wealth considers  union  for  special  national  purposes,  and  particularly  for 
those  specified  in  their  late  federal  compact,  to  be  friendly  to  the  pence, 
happiness,  and  prosperity  of  all  (he  slates — that,  faithful  to  that  compact, 
according  to  the  plain  intent  and  meaning  in  li'hich  it  was  underatood 
and  acceded  to  by  the  several  parties,  it  is  sincerely  anxious  for  its  pres- 
ervation; that  it  does  also  believe,  that  to  take  from  the  stales  all  the 
powen  of  self-government,  and  transfer  tbein  lo  n  general  and  consoli- 
dated government,  without  regard  to  tlie  sjiecial  delecntiona  and  reserva- 
tions solemnly  agreed  to  in  that  compact,  is  not  for  the  peace,  buppinesB, 
or  prosjierity  of  these  states;  and  that,  therefore,  ibis  common  wealth  is 
determined,  as  it  doubts  not  its  co-states  are,  to  submit  tu  undelegated  and 
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consequently  unlimited  powers  in  no  man,  or  body  of  men  on  earth ;  that 
if  the  acts  before  specified  should  stand)  these  conclusions  would  flow  from 
them  :  That  the  general  guvcrnment  may  place  any  act  they  think  proper 
on  the  list  of  crimes  and  punish  it  themselves,  whether  enumerated  or  not 
enumerated  by  the  constitution  as  cognizable  by  them;  that  they  may 
transfer  its  cognizance  to  tlie  President  or  any  other  person,  who  may 
himself  be  the  accuser,  counsel,  judge,  and  jury,  whose  suspicions  may  be 
the  evidence,  his  order  the  sentence,  his  officer  the  executioner,  and  his 
breast  the  sole  record  of  tlie  transaction ;  that  a  very  numerous  and  val- 
uable description  of  the  inhabitants  of  these  states,  being  by  this  precedent 
reduced  as  outlaws  to  the  absolute  dominion  of  one  man,  and  the  barriers 
of  the  constitution  thus  swept  from  us  all,  no  rampart  now  remains  against 
the  passions  and  the  i)ower  of  a  majority  of  Congress,  to  protect  from 
a  like  exportation  or  other  grievous  punishment  the  minority  of  the 
same  body,  the  legislatures,  judges,  governors,  and  counsellors  of  the  states, 
nor  their  other  ]>eaceable  inhabitants  who  may  venture  to  reclaim  the 
constitutional  rights  and  liberties  of  the  states  and  people,  or  who,  for 
other  causes,  good  or  bad,  may  be  obnoxious  to  the  view  or  marked  by 
the  suspicions  of  tlie  President,  or  to  be  thought  dangerous  to  his  or  their 
elections  or  other  interests,  public  or  ))ersonaI ;  that  the  friendless  alien 
has  been  selected  as  the  safest  subject  of  a  first  experiment;  but  the  citizen 
will  soon  follow,  or  rather  has  already  followed,  for,  already  has  a  sedi- 
tion act  marked  him  as  a  prey;  that  these  and  successive  acts  of  the  same 
character,  unless  arrested  on  the  threshold,  may  tend  to  drive  these  states 
into  revolution  and  blood,  and  will  furnish  new  calumnies  against  repub- 
lican governments,  and  new  ])retexts  for  those  who  wish  it  to  be  believed, 
tluit  man  can  not  be  governed  but  by  a  rod  of  iron  ;  that  it  would  be  a 
dangerous  delusion  were  a  confidence  in  the  men  of  our  choice  to  silence 
our  fears  for  the  safety  of  our  rights;  that  confidence  is  everywhere  the 
))arent  of  despotism  ;  free  government  is  found  in  jealousy  and  not  in  con- 
fidence; it  is  jealousy  and  not  confidence  which  prescribes  limited  consti- 
tutions to  bind  down  those  wliom  we  are  obligcil  to  trust  with  power;  that 
our  constitution  has  accordingly  fixed  the  limits  to  which,  and  no  farther, 
our  confidence  may  go;  and  let  the  honest  advocate  of  confidence  read  the 
alien  and  sedition  acts,  and  say  if  the  constitution  has  not  been  wise  in 
fixing  limits  to  the  government  it  created,  and  wiiethor  we  should  be  wise 
in  destroying  those  limits?  Let  him  say  what  the  government  is,  if  it  be 
not  a  tyranny,  which  the  men  of  our  choice  have  conferred  on  the  Presi- 
dent, ;mi(1  the  President  of  our  choice  has  assented  to  and  acce)>ted  over 
the  fri«.nilly  strangers,  to  whom  the  mild  spirit  of  our  country  and  its  laws 
had  jilediued  h()si)itality  and  i)r()tection  :  that  the  men  of  our  choice  have 
more  resi)ected  the  bare  suspicions  of  the  President  than  the  solid  rights 
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of  innocence,  the  claima  of  JuBtification,  the  sacred  force  of  truth,  and  the 
forms  and  snbetance  of  law  and  justice.  In  questions  of  power,  then,  let 
no  more  be  said  of  confidence  in  man,  but  bind  him  down  from  mischief 
bv  the  chains  of  the  constitution.  That  this  commonwealth  does,  there- 
lore,  call  on  its  co-states  for  an  expression  of  their  sentiments  on  the  acts 
concerning  aliens,  and  for  the  punishment  of  certain  crimes  hereinbefore 
specified,  plainly  declaring  whether  these  acts  are  or  are  not  authorized  by 
the  federal  compact  And  it  doubts  not  that  their  sense  will  be  so  an- 
nounced as  to  proye  their  attachment  to  limited  government,  whether 
general  or  particular,  and  that  the  rights  and  liberties  of  their  co-states 
will  be  exposed  to  no  dangers  by  remaining  embarked  on  a  common  bot- 
tom with  their  own ;  but  they  will  concur  with  this  commonwealth  in  con- 
sidering the  said  acts  as  so  palpably  against  the  constitution  as  to 
amount  to  an  undisguised  declaration,  that  the  compact  is  not  meant  to 
be  the  measure  of  the  powers  of  the  general  government,  but  that  it  will 
proceed  in  the  exercise  over  these  states  of  all  powers  whatsoever.  That 
they  will  view  this  as  seizing  the  rights  of  the  states  and  consolidating 
them  in  the  hands  of  the  general  government,  with  a  power  assunied'to 
bind  the  states  (not  merely  in  cases  made  federal)  but  in  all  cases  whatso- 
ever, by  laws  made,  not  with  their  consent,  hut  hy  others  against  their 
consent;  that  this  would  he  to  surrender  the  form  of  jjovernment  we  have 
chof»en,  and  live  under  one  deriving  its  powers  from  its  own  will,  and  not 
from  our  authority;  and  that  the  co-states  recurring  to  th<.'ir  natural  rights 
in  cases  not  made  feileral,  will  concur  in  declaring  these  void  and  of  no 
force,  and  will  each  unite  with  this  commonwealth  in  requesting  their 
repeal  at  the  next  session  of  Congress. 

EDMUND  IJULTXXIK,  *S'.  H,  R, 

JOHN  campbp:ll,  s.  p.  T. 

Passed  the  House  of  Representatives,  November  10,  171^8. 

Attest:  THOS.  TODD,  C  H,  R 

In  iSenate,  November  13,  1798. — Unanimously  concurred  in. 

Attest:  '  B.  THURSTON,  C.  S. 

Approve<l,  November  19, 1798. 

JAS.  (URRARD,  Gov.  of  Ky. 

By  the  Governor,  HARRY  TOULM  IN,  Sec,  of  State. 

House  of  Representatives,  Thursday,  Nov.  14,  1799.  The  House,  ac- 
conling  to  the  standing  order  of  the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee 
of  the  wlude  House,  on  the  state  of  the  commonwealth,  Mr.  Desha  in  the 
chair;  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  speaker  resumed  the  chain 
and  Mr.  Desha  re[)orted  that  the  committee  had  taken  under  consideration 
sundry  resolutions  passtnl  by  several  state  legislatures,  on  the  subject  of  the 
alien  and  sedition  laws,  and  had  come  to  a  resolution  ther(;upon,  which 
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he  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  it  was  read  and  unanimoudy 
agreetl  to  by  the  House,  as  ioUows: 

Tlie  representatives  of  the  good  people  of  this  commonwealth,  in  general 
assembly  convened,  having  maturely  considered  the  answers  of  sundry 
<%tates  in  the  Union,  to  their  resolutions  passed  the  last  session,  respecting 
certain  unconstitutional  laws  of  Congress,  commonly  called  the  alien  and 
sedition  laws,  would  be  faithless,  indeed,  to  themselves  and  to  Uiose  they 
represent,  were  they  silently  to  acquiesce  in  the  principles  and  doctrines 
attempted  to  be  maintained  in  all  those  answers,  that  of  Virginia  only 
excepted.  To  again  enter  the  field  of  argument,  and  attempt  more  fully 
or  forcibly  to  cx))ose  the  unconstitutionality  of  those  obnoxious  laws, 
would,  it  is  apprehended,  l>e  as  unnecessary  as  unavailing.  We  can  nut» 
however,  but  lament  that,  in  tlie  discussion  of  those  interesting  sub jecU*  by 
sundry  of  the  legislatures  of  our  sister  states,  unfounded  suggestions  and 
uncandid  insinuations,  derogatory  to  the  true  character  and  principles 
of  this  commonwealth,  have  been  substituted  in  place  of  fair  reasoning 
and  sound  argument.  Our  opinions  of  these  alarming  measures  of  the 
general  government,  together  with  our  reasons  for  those  opinions,  were 
detailed  with  decency  and  with  temper,  and  submitted  to  the  discussion 
and  judgment  of  our  fellow  citizens  throughout  the  Union.  Whether 
the  like  decency  and  temjx»r  have  been  olwerved  in  the  answers  of  most 
of  those  states  who  have  denied  or  attempted  to  obviate  the  great  truth«i 
contained  in  those  resolutions,  we  have  now  only  to  submit  to  a  candid 
world.  Faithful  to  the  true  principles  of  the  federal  Union,  unconscious 
of  any  designs  to  disturb  the  harmony  of  tliat  Union,  and  anxious  only  to 
escaj^  the  fangs  of  despotism,  the  good  i)e()i)le  of  this  commonwealth 
are  regardless  of  censure  or  calumniation.  Lest,  however,  the  silence  of 
this  commonwealth  should  be  construed  into  an  acquiescence  in  the  doc- 
trines and  principles  advanced  and  attempted  to  be  maintained  by  the 
said  answei*s,  or  lest  those  of  our  fellow  citizens  throughout  the  Union  who 
so  widely  diflfer  from  us  on  those  im[)ortant  subject**,  should  be  deluded  by 
the  expectation  tliat  we  sliall  be  deterred  from  what  we  conceive  our  duty, 
or  shrink  from  the  j)rincii)lcs  contained  in  those  resolutions — therefore, 

Rasolvedy  That  this  commonwealth  considers  the  federal  ITnion,  ufHrn 
the  terms  and  for  the  purposes  specified  in  the  late  compact,  as  conducive 
to  the  liberty  and  happiness  of  the  several  states;  that  it  does  now  un- 
equivocally declare  its  attachment  to  the  Union,  and  to  that  com- 
pact, agreeably  to  its  obvious  and  real  intention,  and  will  he  among 
the  last  to  seek  its  dissolution;  that  if  those  who  administer  the  general 
government  be  permitted  to  transgress  the  limits  fixed  by  that  compact, 
by  a  total  disregard  to  the  siH*cial  delegations  of  power  therein  contained, 
an  annihilation  of  the  state  governments,  and  the  creation  upon  their  mina 
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of  »  genml  mnsoHJuted  goTemmt^nt.  will  be  thf  ineviCnlile  consequeiK^e ; 
that  the  principle  nnd  coast rucliun  [■uiil«n(l<<t  lur  bf  HunUry  of  Ilie  state 
Ivgislntiiivs,  tliat  the  g«nernt  ^vc^rnmcnl  is  the  i^xt'liisWe  ju'lj^  of  the  ex- 
tent ot  the  powen  dcleicateil  to  it,  »li>|i  nothine  >-liofl  of  ilwfiotisiu — since 
tht  i]itiervlion  of  thow  who  adnitiiUter  Ihu  guvcriitnijiit,  nnd  not  the  eon- 
Btiliitiou.  would  be  Ih«  measiire  of  iheir  pnwf-n ;  thitt  tile  ecrernl  states 
who  formed  thnt  instrument  being  sovereign  and  lod^fienilent,  have  the 
nnquestionable  right  to  {udge  ot  the  infrnftion ;  and  tlinl  a  nullilioalion 
hy  those  sovereigntieti  of  alJ  unauthorized  nets  done  under  color  of  lliat 
inslnimcnt  is  the  rightfnl  remedj;  that  this  commonwealth  does,  under 
the  moct  deliberate  reconsidemtian,  declare  that  the  said  alien  and  sedi- 
tion laws  are,  in  their  opinion,  palpable  violations  of  tha«aid  conn  li  tut  ton ; 
and,  however  cheerfally  it  mny  be  dI»|Kined  to  surrender  ita  opinion  to  h 
majorily  of  its  «ialer  states,  in  matters  of  ordinary  or  doubtful  policy,  yet, 
in  mofflentous  reflations  like  the  present,  which  so  vitally  wound  the  best 
rig^la  of  tlie  citizen,  it  would  consider  a  silent  acquiescence  *x  highiy 
criminal;  that  a1thoU);h  this  conimunweallh,  ns  a  party  to  the  federal 
compact,  will  bow  to  the  laws  of  the  Union,  yet  it  docs,  at  the  same  time, 
declare  that  it  will  not  now,  or  ever  hereafter,  cease  to  oppose  in  a  consti- 
tutional manner  every  attempt,  at  what  quarter  soever  offered,  to  violate 
that  compact.  And,  finally,  in  order  that  no  pretext  or  arguments  may 
b« drawn  from  a  supposed  acquiescence  on  the  part  of  this  commonwealth 
in  the  constitutionality  of  those  laws,  and  be  thereby  ased  as  precedents 
for  similar  future  violations  of  the  federal  compact — this  commonwealth 
does  now  enter  against  them  its  solemn  protest. 

Eitrnct,  etc     Attest;  T.  TODD,  C.  H.  R. 

In  Senate,  November  22,  lT99.'~Read  and  concurred  in. 

Attest:  B.  THURSTON,  C.  S. 


1800. 
(No  Federal  Platform.) 


RFTPTTBLICAX   PLATFORM,   PHILADELPHIA. 

1.  An  inviolable  preservation  of  the  federal  constitution,  according  to 
the  true  sence  in  which  it  wan  adopteil  by  the  states,  thnt  in  which  it  was 
advocated  by  its  friends,  and  not  that  which  its  enemies  apprehended,  who, 
therefore,  became  its  eneniies. 

2.  Opposition  to  monarchiiing  its  features  by  the  forma  ot  its  adminis- 
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tration,  with  a  view  to  conciliate  a  transition,  first,  to  a  President  and  Sen- 
ate for  life;  and,  secondly,  to  un  hereditary  tenure  of  those  offices,  and 
thus  to  worm  out  the  elective  principle. 

3.  Preservation  to  the  states  of  the  powers  not  yielded  by  them  to  the 
Union,  and  to  the  legitslature  of  the  Union  its  constitutional  share  in  di- 
vision of  powers;  and  resLstance,  therefore,  to  existing  movements  for 
transferring  all  the  powers  of  the  states  to^the  general  government,  and 
all  of  tiiose  of  that  government  to  the  executive  branch. 

4.  A  rigorously  frugal  administration  of  the  government,  and  the  a])pli' 
cation  of  all  the  possible  savings  of  the  public  revenue  to  the  liquidation 

•  of  the  public  debt ;  and  resistance,  thcrefoR',  to  all  measures  looking  to  a 
multiplication  of  officers  and  salaries,  merely  to  create  partisans  and  to 
augment  the  public  debt,  on  the  principle  of  its  l>eing  a  public  blessing. 

•J.  Ixeliance  for  internal  defense  solely  upon  the  militia,  till  actual  in- 
vasion, and  for  such  a  naval  force  only  as  may  be  sufficient  to  protect  our 
coasts  and  harbors  from  depredations;  and  opposition,  therefore,  to  the 
policy  of  a  standing  army  in  time  of  peace  wliich  may  overawe  the  public 
sentiment,  and  to  a  navy,  which,  by  its  own  expenses,  and  the  wars  in 
which  it  will  implicate  us,  will  grind  us  with  public  burdens  and  sink  us 
under  them. 

6.  Free  commerce  with  all  nations,  political  connection  with  none,  and 
little  or  no  diplomatic  establLshment. 

7.  Opposition  to  linking  ourselves,  by  new  treaties,  with  the  quarrels  of 
Europe,  entering  their  fields  of  slaughter  to  preserve  their  balance,  or  join- 
ing in  the  confederacy  of  kings  to  war  against  the  principles  of  liberty. 

8.  Freedom  of  religion,  and  opposition  to  all  maneuvers  to  bring  about 
a  legal  ascendency  of  one  sect  over  another. 

9.  Freedom  of  speecli  and  of  the  press ;  and  opposition,  therefore,  to  all 
violations  of  the  constitution,  to  silence,  by  force,  and  not  by  reason,  the 
complaints  or  criticisms,  just  or  unjust,  of  our  citizens  against  the  conduct 
of  their  public  agents. 

10.  Liberal  naturalization  laws,  under  which  the  well  disposed  of  all 
nations  who  may  desire  to  embark  their  fortunes  with  us  and  share  with 
us  the  public  burdens,  may  have  that  o]>i)ortunity,  under  moderate  restric- 
tions, for  the  development  of  honest  intention,  and  severe  ones  to  guard 
against  the  usurpation  of  our  Hag. 

11.  Encouragement  of  science  and  the  arts  in  all  their  branches,  to  the 
end  that  the  American  people  may  perfect  their  independence  of  all  for- 
eign monopolies,  institutions,  and  inlluences. 
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CHAPTER  VII. 
THOMAS  JEFFERSON'S  ADMINISTBATIOI 

1801—1809. 

REPUBLICAN    PRINCIPLES. 

Thomas  .TefferBon  vms  inaugurated  Presideut,  at  Wi 
inn  City,  March  4,  1801.     He  set  forth  what  he  cou 
the  essential  principles  and  purposes  of  our  governmei 
his  iuaugurat  addrfse,  as  follows :    "  Equal  and  i^xact  jo 
to  all  men  of  whatever  state  or  perauasion,  religions  or  ] 
oil ;  jieace,  commorco,  and  honest  friendship  with  all   n; 
^-entangling  alliances  with  none;  the  support  of  the  state 
governments  in  all  their  rights  as  the  most  competent  admin- 
istration for  our  domestic  concerns,  and  the  surest  bulwark 
against  an ti- republican  tendencies;   the  preservation  of  the 
general  government  in  its  wliole  constitutional  vigor,  as  the 
sheet-anchor  of  our  peace  at  home  and  safety  abroad ;  a  jealous 
care  of  the  right  of  election  by  the  people ;  a  mild  and  safe 
corrective  of  abuses,  whicli  are  lopped  by  the  sword  of  revo- 
lution, where  peaceable  remedies  are  unprovided;  absolute 
acquiescence,  the  vital  principle  of  republics  from  which  there 
ia  no  appeal  but  to  force,  the  vital  principle  and  immediate 
parent  of  despotism;  a  well-disciplined  militia  our  best  reli- 
ance in  peace  and  for  the  first  moments  of  war,  till  regulars 
may  relieve  them;  the  supremacy  of  the  civil  over  the  mili- 
tary authority;  economy  in  the  public  expense,  that  labor 
may  be  lightly  burdened ;  the  honest  payment  of"  our  debts, 
and  the  sacred  preservation  of  the  public  faith ;  encourage- 
ment of  agriculture,  and  of  commerce  as  its  handmaid;  the 
difiiision  of  inli)rmation  and  arraignment  of  all  abuses  at  the 
bar  of  public  reason ;  the  freedom  of  religion,  freedom  of  the 
press,  freedom  of  person  under  the  protection  of  the  habeas 
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corpus,  and  trial  by  juries  impartially  selected/'  This  became, 
and  continued  to  be,  for  a  long  time,  the  creed  of  political 
faith  for  a  great  part  of  the  people.  Jefferson's  aim  was  to 
bring  all  parties  into  a  unity  of  action,  to  do  away  with  polit- 
ical intolerance  as  religious  intolerance  had  been  done  away 
with.  "  We  have  called  by  different  names  brothers  of  the 
same  principle.  We  are  all  republicans — we  are  all  fed- 
eralists." 

OUTLOOK   OF   THE    NEW    ADMINISTRATION. 

As  would  be  naturally  supposed,  Jefferson  endeavored  to 
shape  his  policy  and  manage  the  government  in  accordance 
with  republican  views.  This  involved  something  of  a  change 
from  the  course  of  affairs  during  the  previous  twelve  years. 
But  circumstances  favored  the  change.  The  foreign  and  do- 
mestic difficulties,  which  had  been  so  troublesome  during  the 
previous  administration,  were  all  being  amicably  adjusted. 
National  finances  were  prosperous,  and  material  resources 
were  increasing  rapidly.  This  administration,  it  was  plain 
to  see,  would  not  be  a  crisis  for  the  institutions  of  govern- 
ment, as  the  previous  ones  had  been,  for  it  accepted  them  as 
they  had  been  provided,  together  with  the  means  of  their 
maintenance,  from  the  administration  just  driven  from  power. 
Jefferson  was  not  disposed,  neither  would  it  have  been  politic, 
to  introduce  any  violent  changes.  Cautious  and  temporizing 
rather  than  aggressive,  the  new  President  was  calculated  to 
deceive  the  anticipations  of  the  federalists,  many  of  whom 
took  a  gloomy  view  of  the  future. 

OFFICIAL    PATRONAGE. 

The  summer  of  1801  was  occupied  with  the  trouble-<]ues- 
tion  of  official  appointment.s.  The  President's  idea  was  to 
remove  no  person  from  office  merely  for  holding  opinions  ad- 
verse to  the  party  in  power ;  but  the  republicans,  upon  their 
accession  to  power,  made  great  demands  for  the  offices.     The 
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offioes  were,  of  oourse,  generally  held  by  the  federali 
the  previous  election  had  shown  that  the  repithli< 
greatly  in  die  majority.     The  Prewident  proceeded  v 
care  and  deliberation,  removing  only  such  officeholdi 
ueed  their  official  [Ktwer  for  party  purposes,  or  who 
appointed  by  President  Adams  after  the  result  of  the  lah. 
tion  was  known.     He  was  thus  enabled  fo  satisfy  the  ra 
nrgent  demands  for  place,  and  he  trusted,  for  the  fut 
the  natural  decrease  by  death  and  resignation. 

NATOEALIZATION   LAW. 

Congress  met  December  7,  1801,  with  a  small  repi 
fieventh  Congress,  1  majority  in  both  honsce.  The  ft-esidei 
First  Session.  J  instead  of  appearing  in  person,  as  had 
been  the  cnstom  previously,  and  delivering  an  address  to  both 
houses  of  Congress,  sent  a  written  message,  an  example  which 
succeeding  presidents  have  followed.  In  his  message,  the 
President  recommended  legislation  upon  a  varjcty  of  subjects, 
and,  among  others,  dwelt  at  some  length  upon  a  revival  of 
the  natural i7.ati on  law  of  1798.  An  act  passed  in  1795  re- 
quired a  residence  of  five  years  and  an  application  three  years 
prior  to  admission.  In  1798  an  act  was  passed  extending  the 
time  of  residence  to  fourteen  years,  with  five  years  previous 
application.  This  session  restored  the  law  of  1795.  Con- 
gress also  made  an  apportionment  of  representatives  in  accord- 
ance with  the  second  census,  giving  one  representative  to 
every  33,000  inhabitants,  and  repealed  a  judiciary  law  passed 
at  the  previous  session  by  the  federalists,  which  provided  for 
the  establishment  of  twenty-four  new  federal  courts,  ofGcered, 
of  course,  by  federalists.  The  republicans  repealed  the  law, 
because,  as  they  claimed,  there  had  not  been  bu3lne.ss  enough 
for  the  courts  already  existing,  and  because  the  opposite  party 

11 


162  HISTORY  OF  AMERICAN  POLITICS. 

in  pushing  the  measure  4ihrough  were  actuated  only  by  selfish 
and  partisan  motives.     Congress  adjourned  May  3,  1802. 

THE   PURCHASE   OF   LOUISIANA. 

On  the  1st  of  October,  1800,  Spain  ceded  to  France  the 
whole  of  Louisiana,  which  comprised  at  that  time  a  vast 
amount  of  territory  strctcliing  from  the  mouth  to  the  source 
of  the  Mississippi  and  westward  to  the  Rocky  Mountains. 
This  was  a  matter  of  deep  concern  to  the  United  States.  In 
the  first  place,  it  hemmed  them  in  on  the  south  and  west  by 
one  of  the  belligennit  powers  of  EurojK?,  while  another  bel- 
ligerent power  was  in  possession  of  territory  on  the  north, 
thus  extending  the  entangling  alliances  and  unsettled  policies 
of  Euro]>ean  rulers  to  the  western  continent.  In  the  si»cond 
place,  it  threw  a  dangfirous  obstacle  in  the  way  of  our  com- 
mercial development  to  have  New  Orleans  and  the  mouth  of 
the  Mississippi  controlled  by  a  foreign  i>ower.  Under  such 
a  condition  of  things,  the  inhabitants  of  the  west  could  not 
have  a  market  for  their  products  free  from  annoyances,  nor 
could  tlie  complete  unity  of  the  empire  ever  be  attained. 
President  Jetfor^on  eonsidcM'ed  tlie  i>iirehase  of  I^)uisiana  a 
matter  of  very  great  and  even  vital  importance  to  the  Union, 
This  opinion  was  also  shared  by  Hamilton,  but  strongly  com- 
batted  by  the  rank  and  file  of  the  federal  party.  Here  we 
have  a  specimen  of  the  transmutation  that  political  parties 
sometimes  undergo  with  refrard  to  s(nne  fundamental  (juestion. 
The  federalists  had  l)een,  in  the  days  of  their  jiower,  "loose 
constructionists'' — that  is,  they  interpreted  the  constitution 
so  as  to  give  it  assnmod  ])o\vers ;  while  the  rej)ul)l leans  ad- 
hered to  a  strict  construction  of  the  constitution,  and  violentlv 
combatted  the  federalist  idea  in  this  ])artienlar.  But  now  the 
attitude  of  the  two  parties,  resjK'ctively,  was  changed.  The 
fedendists  claimed  tliat  the  <'onstitntion  did  nif>t  give  Congress 
the  autliority  to  purchase  territory,  and  that  such  a  transac*- 


THOMAS   JEFFEnsO-N'S   ADMINISTRATIONS. 


163 


tioD  cuulJ  uot  be  complclcd  witliuut  an  amendment  beiug  ob- 
tained granting  such  authority.  They  further  maintainwi 
that  the  purchase  nf  Louisiana  would  give  to  the  southern 
states  the  balance  of  power,  which  they  would  continue  to 
hold  for  all  time,  since  their  iuterual  development  would  be 
more  rapid  than  that  of  the  northern  states ;  that  states  de- 
veloped out  of  the  territory  west  of  the  Mississippi  would 
prove  injurious  to  the  commerce  of  Kew  England,  and  would 
disturb  the  political  equilibrium  which  should  exist  between 
the  east  and  other  sections  of  the  country;  and  that  the  ad- 
mission of  the  "Western  World"  into  the  Union  would  com- 
pel the  eastern  states  to  establish  an  iudepeudent  empire.  The 
republicans  based  their  argument  for  annexation  u))on  an 
attribule  of  sovereignty,  which,  they  maintained,  was  trans- 
ferred to  the  general  ^vernnient  by  the  individual  states. 
That  attribute  is  the  right  to  acquire  territory.  The  Presi- 
dent himself  doubted  the  constitutional  right  to  make  such  a 
purchase,  but  yielded  to  the  views  of  hia  friends.  Spain 
having  closed  New  Orleans,  which  she  still  controlled,  against 
American  commerce,  James  Monroe  was  sent  to  France  to 
buy  Florida  and  the  island  of  Orleans.  He  found  France, 
owing  to  her  prc[>arations  for  war  with  England,  in  need  of 
money,  and,  transcending  his  instructions,  he  purchased  the 
whole  of  Louisiana  for  $15,000,000.  To  this  bargain  the 
President  at  once  agreed,  not  because  he  thought  the  consti- 
tution warranted  the  purchase  and  adoption  into  the  Union 
of  foreign  territorj',  but  trusting  that  there  would  be  a  gen- 
eral acquiescence  on  the  part  of  the  people  in  the  act  as  one 
done  for  their  good.     In  this  he  was  not  disappointed. 

Congress  met  December  6,  1802.  Among  the  things  dis- 
Seventb  Congress,  1  cussed  was  a  constitutional  amendment 
Second  Session.  /  changing  the  mode  of  the  presidential 
election.  It  did  not  pass,  however.  Besolutions  were  passed 
condemning  Spain  for  closing  New  Orleans  against  American 
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commerce,  and  a  fruitless  attempt  was  made  by  some  of  the 

republicans  to  abolisli  the  mint.     Congress  adjourned  March 

3,  1803. 

sp:cession  contemplated. 

Upon  the  accession  of  Jjouisiana  to  the  Union  the  federal- 
ists, feeling  that  the  "balance  of  power"  among  the  states 
must  remain  forever  with  the  south,  were  prompted,  some  of 
them,  at  least,  to  suggest  and  plan  the  secession  of  the  north- 
ern states.  Their  hope  of  success  lay  in  uniting  with  the 
"Burrites,"  a  faction  which  had  broken  off  from  the  republi- 
can ranks  at  the  election  of  Mr.  Jefferson  as  the  friends  and 
adherents  of  Aaron  Burr.  The  federalists  proposed,  by  a 
coalition  with  his  friends,  to  elect  Burr  governor  of  Kew 
York  and  make  him  the  leader  of  the  northern  party.  This 
being  accomplished,  the  name  federal  would  be  dropjx^d,  and 
the  war  crv  would  become  "the  north  !"  and  "the  south !'' 

Congress  met  October  17, 1803,  the  President  having  called 
Eighth  Congress,  )  an  early  session  in  order  to  give  full  time 
First  Session.  j  for  the  discussion  of  the  French  treaty. 
The  republicans  had  majorities  in  l)(>th  houses.  After  a  long 
and  heated  discussion  the  treaty  was  ratified,  and  apj)ropria- 
tions  made  for  carrying  it  out.  The  mode  of  electing  the 
President  was  changed  to  that  which  is  now  in  vogue,  and 
this,  being  ratified  ])y  the  requisite  number  of  states,  became 
the  twelfth  amendment.     Congress  adjourned  March  27, 1804. 

KLECTIOX   OF    1804. 

The  measures  of  Jefferson's  administration  were  so  pojmlai 
among  the  people  that  he  was  re-elected  by  an  overwhelming 
majority,  receiving  1()2  out  of  176  electoral  votes.  George 
Clinton,  of  New  York,  was  elected  Vice-President.  The 
federalists'  candidates  were  CharlesC.  Pinknev,  of  South  Caro- 
linn,  and  Rufus  King,  of  Xew  York.  They  carried  only 
C<ninecticut  and  Delaware,  with  two  electors  in  Marvland. 


THOMAS   JEFFERSON'S   ADMISISTRATIUSS. 

Congress  met  November  5,  1804.  The  trial 
Eighth  Cnn^ress,  \  Chswe  by  the  Senate,  on  articli 
Second  Se«si»ii.  f  peafhinnnt  prepared  by  the  Hoi 
last  sesaioii,  mainly  Umk  up  the  time  of  this  eessi 
trial  became  a  party  struggle,  the  federalists  clefendi 
and  the  republit^ns  Hetermined  to  convict  him. 
finally  acquitted. 

Congnvss  met  December  2,  1805,  the  republicans  hav 
Ninth  C«ngi'ess,  |  large  majority  in  both  houses.    The  i 
First  Sessioo.     /"  democrat,"  which  had   been  encroacm 
for   some   time  on  that  of  "republican,"  now  became 
substituted  for  it.     Owing  to  the  Napoleonic  wars,  Am 
can  commerce  was  suffering  greatly.      "Great  Britain  i 
France  were  using  every  expedient  to  cripple  each  olhor,  witQ- 
out  regard  to  the  rights  of  neutral  nations."    The  President, 
not  wishing  to  increase  the  expenses  of  the  government  by 
building  a  navy  to  defend  our  commerce,  "recommended  to 
Congress  a  plan  for  building  a  number  of  gun-boats  as  more 
economical  than  ships  of  war."     This  plan  was  adopted  by 
Congress,  and  became  known,  byway  of  ridicule,  as  the  "gun- 
boat system."     During  this  session  the  President  made  an 
effort  to  get  Congress  to  place  at  his  disposal  the  sum  of  two 
millions  of  dollars  in  order  to  adjust  the  Spanish  difhculties, 
upon  which  Mr.  Randolph,  of  Vii^inia,  broke  fellowship  with 
the  administration  and  united  his  influence  with  the  federal- 
ists.  The  Randolph  faction  were  called  "Quids."   An  act  was 
passed  by  this  Congress  prohibiting  the  importation  of  Eng- 
lish goods  after  November  15.     This  was  done  by  way  of 
Tttaliation  upon  England,     A  bill  was  also  passed  providing 
for  the  construction  of  a  national  road  from  Maryland  to 
Ohio,     Congress  adjourned  April  21,  1806. 

Congress  met  December  1,  1806.  In  his  message  to  this 
Ninth  Congress,  \  Congress  the  President  recommended  cer- 
Seeond  Session.  /  tain  amendments  to  the  constitution,  giving 
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Congress  power  to  make  internal  improvements,  such  as  roads 
and  canals,  and  also  to  support  education.  No  action  was 
taken,  however.  The  President,  about  this  time,  rejected, 
without  laying  it  before  the  Senate,  a  treaty  with  England, 
which  had  been  arranged  in  December,  1806.  He  did  so  on 
the  ground  that  it  contained  no  provision  against  the  impress- 
ment of  American  seamen  and  the  seai'ching  of  American 
ships  by  England.  In  his  action  he  was  supported  by  the 
republicans  and  opposed  by  the  federalists,  who,  owing  to 
their  great  commercial  interests,  were  willing  to  accept  almost 
any  treaty  witli  England.  "  The  rejection  of  this  treaty  em- 
bittered English  feeling  against  the  United  States,  and  was 
probably  a  leading  cause  of  the  renewed  English  aggressions, 
the  embargo,  and  the  war  of  1812.'' 

THE    EMBARGO. 

An  early  session  of  Congress  was  called  by  the  President, 
Tenth  Congress,  1  which  convened  October  26,  1807,  the  re- 
First  Session.  J  publicans  being  largely  in  the  majority. 
England  forbade  all  trade  with  the  French  and  their  allies, 
and  Napoleon,  in  retaliation,  issued  the  Milan  decree,  by 
which  all  commerce  with  England  and  her  colonies  was  pro- 
hibited. These  measures  viohated  the  neutral  rights  of  the 
United  States,  and  proved  destructive  to  their  commerce. 
^'American  seamen  were  impressed  by  British  cruisers  and 
compelled  to  serve  in  a  foreign  navy.''  More  moderate  di- 
plomacy having  failed,  the  President,  on  the  18th  of  Decem- 
ber, recommended  an  embargo.  After  three  days'  advise- 
ment, with  closed  doors,  Congress  passed  the  embargo  act 
Deermber  21,  1807.  The  commercial  states  (jnietly  received 
the  law,  resting  under  the  delusion  that  the  disturbance  of 
commercial  relations  with  a  forei<rn  power  was  a  sure  means 
against  injuries  which  the  nation  might  attempt  to  inflict.  It 
soon  became  apparent  that  the  ])r(>niise(l  effects  wert*  not  and 
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oould  uot  be  proJucetl.     TLe  failure  of  the  act  to  product;  the 
desired  resull»i  thrt'W  tlie  dominant  party  ou  the  defense,  and 
there  ensued  a  very  sharp  and  thrvatening  contest,  which  told 
somewhat  against  the  adminii-tratioD.     This  stroke  of  foreign 
policy  was  resorted  to  by  the  admioiBtration  becauBc,  an  it 
claimed,   "its   only   choice   lay    between   the   embargo   and 
■war,  and  war  should  be  avoided  as  long  as  possible."     The 
republicans  urged,  in  defense  of  the  act,  that  it  was  the  only 
way  in  which  the  United  States  could  obtain  redress  fi 
England  and  France.     Both  couutries  had  injured  the  Uniieu 
States  in  the  same  way,  and   to  obtain  redress  by  wi 
measures  would   involve  the   United   States  in  a  war 
both.     This,  it  was  claimed,  was  something  for  which 
country  was  not  prepared.     The  federalists  charged  that 
government  by  this  act  had  done  great  violence  to  the  cu- 
mcrcial  interests  of  the  country ;  that  beinf;  unlimited 
time,  the  act  was  unconstitutional;   that  it   hel]K>d 
against  England,  and  was  so  intended.     "  The  old  shibt 
of  the  French  and  English  factions  was  bandied  abnti 
more,  and  was  taken  up  with  eagerness,"     The  people  i 
more  and  more  to  feel  that  all  interests  had  suffered  from  inc 
embargo,  and  as  a  consequence  public  opinion  turned  against 
it,  while  on  the  eastern  coast  of  Canada  the  law  met  with 
open  resistance.     In  January,  1809,  the  inefficiency  of  the 
embargo  having  been  ascertained^  the  administration  avowed 
a  change  of  front,  and  resolved  to  resume  and  defend  the 
navigation  of  the  high  seas  against  any  nation  having  in 
force   decrees   violating   the   neutral    rights  of  the  United 
States.     Congress  provided  for  the  repeal  of  the  law  on  the 
18th  of  March.    Had  the  federalists  included  in  their  ranks 
any  strong  leaders,  to  have  utilized  the  dissension  of  feeling 
from  the  republican  position  on  the  embargo  act,  these  di&- 
cnssions  would  have  greatly  strengthened  their  ranks;  but 
without  any  central  idea  as  a  party,  they  made  it  a  point  to 
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oppose  the  administration,  even  when  it  involved  the  most 
obvious  inconsistencies  in  their  own  party  doctrines.  Con- 
gress adjourned  April  25,  1808. 

ELECTION  OF   1808. 

President  Jefferson,  following  the  example  of  Washington^ 
declined  a  second  re-election.  The  republicans  were  divided 
as  to  who  should  be  his  successor.  The  party  split  into  two 
fictions,  and  one  caucus  nominated  James  Madison,  while 
the  other  nominated  James  Monroe.  Charles  C.  Pinkney 
and  Rufus  King  were  the  federal  candidates.  The  republi- 
cans were  threatened  more  by  their  own  dissensions  than  by 
federal  opposition.  Seventeen  congressmen  formally  pro- 
tested against  the  election  of  James  Madison,  and  proclaimed 
his  unfitness  for  the  presidency.  The  embargo,  during  the 
canvass,  operated  in  the  interests  of  the  federalists,  but  the 
dominant  party  was  too  strong  to  be  overthrown.  Madison 
was  elected  by  a  large  majority. 

THE    NON-IXTERCOURSE   ACT. 

Congress  met  November  7,  1808.  The  session  was  taken 
Tenth  Congress,  \  up  with  "  resolutions  and  protests  against 
Second  Session.  J  French  and  English  aggressions,  and  the 
rejection  of  federalist  resolutions  to  repeal  the  embargo  until 
February,  1809."  The  sentiment  against  the  embargo  had 
become  so  strong  by  this  time  that  the  more  moderate  of  both 
parties  agreed  upon  the  non-intercourse  act,  by  which  com- 
mercial intercourse  with  England  and  France  was  prohibited 
until  the  "orders  in  council  "and  the  "decrees"  should  be 
repealed.  Congress  adjourned  March  3,  and  on  March  4 
Madison  and  Clinton  were  sworn  into  office.  During  Jeffer- 
son's first  term  Ohio  was  admitted  into  the  Union,  Novem- 
ber 29,  1802. 
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REPUBLICANISM  TESTED. 

When  a  party  comes  into  power  it  most  generally  assumes 
and  maintains  a  higher  and  more  consistent  line  of  action 
than  when  it  is  in  the  minority.  This  is  accounted  for,  in 
the  first  place,  because  the  actual  possession  and  management 
of  the  various  departments  of  government  enable  it  to  un- 
derstand better  the  true  policy  in  any  given  case ;  and,  in 
the  second  place,  a  sense  of  increased  responsibility  is  felt^ 
for  not  only  are  the  leaders  of  the  successful  party  amenable 
to  the  people  for  the  present  administration  of  afiairs,  but 
also  the  tenure  of  ascendency  is  dependent  on  a  wise  and  just 
management  of  the  government.  Jefferson  gave  the  country 
a  very  just  administration.  His  course  was  consistent ;  his- 
duties  were  faithfully  performed ;  and,  in  the  main,  his  ad- 
ministration was  promotive  of  the  varied  interests  of  the  coun- 
try. Republicanism,  just  as  federalism  had  been,  was  sounder 
and  safer  in  power  than  out  of  it. 

POLITICAL  PARTIES  DURING  JEFFERSON's  ADMINISTRATIONS.- 

The  democratic-republican  and  the  federal  party  were  the 
only  national  political  organizations  during  Jefferson's  ad- 
ministrations. At  the  election  of  1800  the  federal  party  was 
defeated  and  the  opposing  party  passed  into  power.  The  lat- 
ter, having  obtained  possession  of  the  government,  showed  a 
constant  disposition  to  exercise  powers  of  the  national  gov- 
ernment which  it  had  denied  during  the  period  of  federal  su- 
premacy. This  tendency  continued  into  the  administration 
of  Jefferson's  successor.  So  overwhelming  was  the  success  of 
the  party,  that  in  some  states  divisions  began  to  appear  in  re- 
publican ranks.  In  New  York  the  Clintons  and  Livingstons 
united  against  Burr  and  drove  him  from  the  fold  of  the  regu- 
lar party ;  in  Pennsylvania  and  Virginia  radical  republicans 
appeared  in  the  interests  of  limiting  the  terms  of  office  of  the 
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judiciary,  an  object  deemed  highly  revolutionary  by  federal- 
ists and  conservative  republicans  of  that  period.  The  party 
determined  u{)on  the  rapid  jmyment  of  the  national  debt,  and 
in  accomplishing  this  object  neglected  to  put  the  country  in 
a  stat<3  of  defense  against  British  attacks  upon  its  commerce. 
It  adopted  the  policy  of  building  small  gun-boats  for  coast 
defense,  instead  of  a  powerful  navy,  which  was  necessary  to 
defend  American  commerce  all  over  the  world,  thus  commit- 
ting the  party  to  the  position  that  ocean  commerce  should 
receive  no  protection  at  the  hands  of  agricultural  represent- 
atives. In  accordance  with  this  position,  it  commanded, 
by  act  of  Congress,  that  American  commerce  "should  quit 
the  ocean  altogether,  and  thus  relieve  the  dominant  party 
from  anxiety  or  responsibility  on  its  account."  This  was 
effected  through  the  embargo  act,  and,  opposing  the  interests 
of  the  middle  states,  would  have  overthrown  the  party,  had 
it  not  been  for  the  growth  of  the  agricultural  portions  of 
those  states.  The  federal  party,  uiuihle  to  reap  advantages 
from  republican  dissensions,  continueil  in  the  minority,  los- 
ing ground  during  Jefferson's  first  term  of  service.  (Plate 
VI.) 

NAME   "republican"   GROWS   INTO   DISUSE. 

The  republicans,  during  the  ninth  Congress,  dropped  their 
name  and  accepted  that  of  "democrats."  This  is  the  term 
by  which  they  were  stigmatized  by  their  o])ponents  prior  to 
the  election  of  1800;  but  after  exj>eriencing  success,  "they 
accepted  the  epithet  and  sought  to  turn  it  to  the  best  advan- 
tage/' The  name  "republican"  gradually  grew  into  disuse 
till  a  later  period,  when  it  was  adopted  as  a  fitting  designa- 
tion for  the  opponents  of  democracy. 
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MADISOXS   ADMIXISTE-iTIONS. 

CHAPTER  VIII. 
MADISON'S  ADMINISTRATIONS. 

1809—1817. 

THE    president's    POLICY. 

Madison  accepted  the  policy  of  Jefferson  with  refere 
foreign  and  general  affairs.     Hi.s  inaugural  addre.ss  cont 
no  new  enunciation  of  principles,  bnt  repeated,  in  sul 
tho.^  of  his  predecessor,  with  such  additions  as  the  ex 
of  the  times  demanded. 

DIl'LOMACY. 

When  the  new  administration  was  launched  the  aspect  of 
EleY«ntb  Congress,  \  European  events  was  very  thr^teniDg. 
Extra  Session.  /  Our  foreign  relations  had  grown  so  com- 

plicated that  an  adjustment  seemed  impossible  without  an  ap- 
peal to  war.  The  controversy  with  England  was  still  pend- 
ing. Madison  was  a  man  moderate  in  his  thought  and  judg- 
ment,  and  naturally  inclined  to  a  middle  course  of  action. 
The  country  was  sharply  divided,  however,  on  the  war  ques- 
tion, and  it  was  difRcult  for  him  to  act,  with  the  consent  of 
his  own  judgment,  in  full  accordance  with  the  demands  of 
cither  side.  He  desire(^to  avert  war,  as  long  as  possible,  by 
means  of  diplomacy.  England  and  France  were  still  l)Gllig- 
erent,  and  still  disregarding  the  rights  of  neutrals.  The  for- 
mer adhered  to  her  "orders  in  council"  and  insisted  that  "a 
man  once  a  subject  was  always  a  subject ; "  the  latter  had 
authorized  the  seizure  and  confiscation  of  American  vessels 
which  should  enter  the  ports  of  France.  A  short  suspense 
was  effected  through  certain  proposals  of  the  British  minister, 
Mr.  Erekine,  who  informed  the  President,  shortly  after  his 
inauguration,  that  he  was  authorized  by  his  government  to 
withdraw  the  objectionable  "orders  in  council."     In  this  he 
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transcended  his  powers,  and  in  consequence  was  afterwards 
recalled.  But,  on  the  strength  of  his  proposal,  the  President 
summoned  a  special  session  of  Congress,  to  meet  May  22, 1809, 
and  suspend  the  Non-Intercourse  act,  in  so  far  as  it  affected 
England,  after  June  10.  Congress  assembled  on  the  day  ap- 
pointed, but  in  the  meantime  the  British  government,  having 
disowned  her  minister's  offer,  the  President  restored  by  proc- 
lamation the  Non-Intercourse  act,  and  Congress,  having  no 
business  to  occupy  it,  adjourned  June  28.  At  the  expiration 
of  the  Non- Intercourse  act,  May,  1810,  Mr.  Madison 
"caused  proposals  to  be  made  to  both  belligerents,  that  if 
either  would  revoke  its  hostile  edict,  this  law  should  only  be 
revived  and  enforced  against  the  other  nation.  England  re- 
jected the  proposiil,  but  France,  in  a  sort  of  dubious  way, 
accepted  it  and  received  the  benefit  of  its  execution. 

Congress  met  November  27,  1809.  The  republican  ma- 
Eleventh  Congress,  1  jority  was  very  large.  Few  matters  of 
First  Session.  /  general  interest  came  up.     A   continu- 

ance of  the  non-intercourse  act  was  voted;  also  a  resolution 
requesting  the  President  to  recognize  no  longer  the  BritisL 
minister,  Mr.   Erskine's    successor,  because  of   his  havin 
"frequently  and  offensively '^  contradicted  the  secretary'  o 
state.     Congress  adjourned  May  1,  1810. 

ATTEMPT   TO    RE-CHARTER    THE   NATIONAL   BANK. 

Conjxress  met   December  3,  1810.     The  question  of  great — 
Eleventh  Congress, }   o^t  interest  during  this  session  was  thati^ 
Second  Session.       J   of  re-ehartering  the  national  bank.    The 
old   charter  would  expire   on   the  4th  day  of  March,  1811 -- 
Mr.  Gallatin,  seerctarv  of  the  treasurv,  on  the  2d  of  March  - 
1809,  had  submitted  a  rejx^rt  favorable  to  the  bank.     !Noth— 
ing  further  than  this  had  been  done.     When  the  resolution 
to  re-(*hartcr  eanie  up  in  Congress,  the  siime  opposition  was 
manifested   on   the  part  of  the  "strict  constructionists"  as 
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was  seen  in  the  case  of  the  original  charter.  The  federalists 
advocated  the  measure,  and  a  sufficient  number  of  republi- 
cans sided  with  them  to  make  it  a  very  close  vote.  The  reso- 
lution was  defeated  in  the  House  by  a  majority  of  one,  and 
in  the  Senate  by  the  casting  vote  of  the  Vice-President.  The 
bank,  at  the  expiration  of  its  charter,  was  therefore  discon- 
tinued.    Congress  adjourned  March  3, 1811. 

THIRD  EMBARGO. 

Congress  met  November  4,  1811.  The  republican  major- 
Twelfth  Congress,  \  ity  was  still  very  great,  but  there  was  man- 
First  Session.  f  ifestly  a  breach  in  the  party,  growing 
wider  every  day,  on  the  question  of  war.  A  number  of  young 
and  a.«piring  mombors  had  recently  entered  Congress,  who 
unitedly  urged  upon  the  party  the  neeessity  of  a  chavr/e  of 
policy.  Among  tliese  Avere  Henry  Clay  and  John  C.  Calhoun. 
Jefferson  and  Madison  had  made  it  a  j)eaee  party.  Since 
1803  over  900  Ameriean  merchant  vessels  had  been  eaptured, 
and  other  outrages  perpetrated  against  the  rights  of  the  Amer- 
ican government  as  a  neutral  power.  These  outrages  were 
held  up  before  the  countiy  as  a  just  cause  of  war.  The  lead- 
ers of  the  war  party  gave  Madison  to  understand  that  his 
nomination  for  a  seeond  term  depended  upon  his  fiilling  in 
line  w^ith  them  and  adopting  a  war  policy.  In  ease  he  refused 
to  do  this  another  man  would  be  nominated  in  his  stead. 
Madison  yielded  to  the  pressure  and  reluctantly  adyised  Con- 
gress  to  prepare  for  hostilities.  As  a  preliminary,  the  Presi- 
dent, in  April,  1812,  recommended  an  embargo  for  sixty  days; 
Congress  passed  a  bill  to  that  cfTect,  but  extended  the  time  to 
ninety  days. 

DECI.ARATION   OF   WAR. 

The  war  of  1812  was  declared  and  supported  by  the  repub- 
licans, and  for  the  measure  they  were  held  responsible.  On 
the  fir55t  of  June  the  President,  in  his  message  to  Congress, 
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declared  that  our  flag  was  continually  violated  on  the  high 
seas;  that  the  right  of  searching  American. vessels  for  British 
seamen  was  claimed  and  practiced;  that  thousands  of  Amer- 
ican citizens  had  been  dragged  on  board  of  foreign  ships  and 
exiled  to  distant  climes ;  that  remonstrances  were  disregarded ; 
that  a  peaceful  adjustment  was  refused;  that  American  blood 
had  been  shed,  and  that  the  British  ministry  had  been  in- 
triguing for  a  dismemberment  of  the  Union.  This  message 
was  referred  to  a  committee,  who  reported  in  fevor  of  a  dec- 
laration of  war.  Deliberations  were  carried  on  with  closed 
doors,  and  hurried  through  so  rapidly  that  the  minority  were 
cut  off  from  debate.  Congress  passed  an  act,  which  the  Pres- 
ident signed  on  the  18th  of  June,  declaring  that  a  "staie  of 
war  existed  between  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland  and  the  United  States  of  America."  The  war 
was  not  at  first,  if  indeed  it  became  at  all,  a  national  one.  It 
was  principally  supported  by  the  south  and  west,  while  in 
New  England  it  met  with  strong  opposition.  The  adminis- 
tration party  branded  the  leaders  of  the  minority  as  Jacobins, 
enemies  of  republics,  and  monarchists,  designing  the  subver- 
sion of  the  Union.  In  December,  1813,  the  President  rec- 
ommended greater  restrictions  on  importations.  Congress, 
accordingly,  in  secret  session,  passed  a  bill  imposing  great 
^'restrictions  on  commerce  on  inland  waters."  Congress  ad- 
journed July  6,  1812. 

ELECTION   OF   1812. 

As  the  time  approached  for  nominating  candidates  for  the 
two  highest  oflSces  in  the  government,  the  republican  party 
found  itself  hopelessly  divided.  The  war  party,  headed  by 
Clay  and  Calhoun,  fixed  naturally  upon  Madison,  he  having 
acceded  to  the  war  policy.  Accordingly,  on  the  8th  of  May, 
a  congressional  caucus  was  held,  at  which  he  was  nominated. 
In  the  south  and  west  the  nomination  met  with  great  fever. 
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^uite  a  strenuous  opposition^  however,  was  developed  in  the 
noxthy  headed  by  the  New  York  legislature.    The  grounds  of 
opposition  were,  first,  against  the  caucus  system,  because  by 
it  the  people  were  not  consulted  in  selecting  candidates;  sec- 
ondly, they  objected  to  Virginia  monopolizing  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  country ;  and,  thirdly,  against  the  foreign  policy 
of  the  President.    They  nominated  DeWitt  Clinton  for  Pres- 
ident, and  Jared  IngersoU  for  Vice-President.    The  support- 
ers of  this  ticket  were  called  ClinUmiqns,    (Plate  VI.)    Not- 
withstanding an  exciting  and  animated  contest  in  the  eastern 
«uid  middle  states,  Madison  was  re-elected  by  a  good  migor- 
ity,  and  Gerry  was  chosen  Vice-President. 

FEDERAL  OPPOSniON  TO  THE  WAR. 

The  declaration  of  war  was  a  surprise  to  the  people.  Thirty- 
four  federal  representatives  protested  vigorously,  in  an  address 
Xo  their  constituents,  both  against  the  war  and  the  way  in 
"vrhich  it  had  been  declared.     Tliey  had  been  refused  the  priv- 
ilege of  public  debates,  and  would  have  no  share  in  the  evils 
"which  should   grow  out  of  the  war.     The  President  made 
irequLsitions  upon  the  governors  of  the  different  states  to  fur- 
nidh  militia  for  the  war.     This,  Connecticut  and  Massachu- 
setts refused  to  do,  on  the  ground  that  it  would  be  unconsti- 
tutional for  the  federal  government  to  call  out  the  militia 
until   invasion  had  taken  place  or  the  laws  of  the  United 
States  been  actually  resisted.     Massachusetts  voted  two  me- 
morials to  Congress  protesting  against  the  war  and  praying 
for  peace.     In  February,  1814,  a  committee  of  the  general 
•assembly  of  this  state  presented  the  following  report  on  nu- 
merous petitions  which  had  been  sent  to  the  legislature :    "A 
power  to  regulate  commerce  is  abused,  when  employed  to 
destroy  it ;  and  a  manifest  and  voluntary  abuse  of  power  sanc- 
tions the  spirit  of  resistance  as  much  as  a  direct  and  palpable 
12 
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usurpation.     The  sovereignty  reserved  to  the  states  was  re- 
served to  protect  the  citizens  from  acts  of  violence  by  the 
United  States  as  well  as  for  the  purpose  of  domestic  regula- 
tion.    We  spurn  the  idea  that  the  free,  sovereign,  and  inde- 
pendent state  of  Massachusetts  is  reduced  to  a  mere  municipal 
corporation,  without  power  to  protect  its  people  and  defend 
them  from  oppression,  from  whatever  quarter  it  comes.  When 
the  national  compact  is  violated  and  the  citizens  of  the  state 
are  oppressed  by  cruel  and  unauthorized  law,  this  legislature 
is  bound  to  interpose  its  power  and  wrest  from  the  oj)pressor 
his  victim.*'     As  will  be  observed,  this  report  embodied  thc^ 
same  political  doctrines  as  the  Virginia  and  Kentucky  reso— 
lutions  of  1798.     With  regard  to  the  question  of  state  sov- 
ereignty, the  parties  liad  become  reversed.      The   federalfi, 
who,  under  Adams'  administration,  condemned  the  doctrines^ 
as  treasonable,  now  became  its  advocates ;  while  the  republi — 
cans,  who  had  first  proclaimed  tliis  doctrine,  now  disowneA 
and  denounced  it. 

THE   PEACE   PARTY. 

The  peace  party  was  composed  of  republicans  and  feder- 
alists who  opj)osed  the  war.  The  union  was  formed,  profes- 
sedly, for  the  purpose  of  inculcating  the  benign  doctrines  of 
peace,  but  its  ulterior  purpose  was  to  oppose  the  war  and 
"array  the  religious  sentiment  of  the  country  against  the 
administration."  *^The  Washington  Benevolent  Society'' 
was  estal)lished,  having  similar  objects  in  view.     (Plate  VI.) 

Congress  met  Xovrmber  2,  1812.  The  navy  having  made 
Twelfth  Congress,  1  some  brilliant  exploits,  and,  to  the  sur- 
Seeond  Session.  /  prise  of  the  country,  shown  itself  able  to 
cope  with  England,  the  strongest  naval  power,  as  was  sup- 
posed, in  the  world,  both  parties  in  Congress  united  in  ''re- 
warding, encouraging,  and  increasing  it."  The  session  was 
mainly  occuj)ied  with  measures  for  the  prosecution  of  the  war. 
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Congress  adjourned  iVIarch  3,  1813,  and  on  IVIarch  4,  Madi- 
son and  Gerrv  took  the  oath  of  office. 

During  Madison's  first  administration  Louisiana  was  ad- 
mitted into  the  Union,  April  30,  1812. 

The  President  called  a  special  session  of  Congress,  to  meet 
Thirteenth  Congress,  1  May  24,  1813,  to  consider  financial 
Extra  Session*  /  matters  in  connection  with  the  prose- 

cution of  the  war. 

The  war  seemed  to  grow  more  and  more  unpopular  in  the 
eastern  states,  insomuch  that  England  ^^  exempted  Massachu- 
eettSy  Bhode  Islahd,  and  New  Hampshire  from  the  blockade 
of  the  Atlantic  coast."    Congress  adjourned  August  2. 

Congress  met  December  6,  1813.  The  work  this  session 
Thirteenth  Congress,  1  was  largely  a  continuation  of  the  ef- 
¥lr8t  Session.  /  forts  to  improve  the  financial  condition 

of  the  country.  Owing  to  the  extent  to  which  illicit  trade  was 
carried  on  from  the  New  England  coast  to  the  English  ships. 
Congress  passed  a  New  Embargo  Act,  applying  to  all  vessels, 
1>oth  large  and  small.  Congress  adjourned  April  18,  1814. 
During  this  year,  in  the  month  of  August,  the  City  of  Wash- 
ington was  sacked  and  burned  by  an  English  expedition,  and 
the  President  himself  came  very  near  being  captured. 

THE    IIAUTFOIID   CONVENTION. 

Congress  met  Sept.  19,  1814.  During  the  latter  part  of 
Tbirteenth  Congress,  1  the  summer  negotiations  for  peace  had 
Seeond  Session.  /  been  begun.    Owing  to  the  turn  of 

Afiairs  in  Euroj)e,  notably  the  temporary  overthrow  of  Napo- 
leon, the  American  government  was  very  anxious  for  peace 
with  England.  The  English,  in  turn,  seeing  tjie  anxiety  of 
^)ur  government,  were  more  persistent  in  making  demands 
tmacceptable  to  Congross  and  the  country.  The  war  spirit 
l)ecame  again  aroused  among  the  republicans,  and  measures 
"Were  meditated  for  the  support  of  the  war  far  in  advance  of 
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anything  that  had  yet  emanated  fix)m  that  party.  For  in- 
stance, it  was  proposcnl  to  resort  to  a  draft  or  conscription  for 
the  increase  of  the  army,  and  to  the  English  system  of  im- 
pressment of  seamen  for  the  strengthening  of  the  navy.  These 
measures,  however,  were  in  advance  of  the  strict  construction- 
ist principle  of  the  rank  and  file  of  the  party,  and  hence  were 
unpopular.  The  New  England  states  felt  that  they  had  been 
especially  grieved  and  wronged  by  the  war  jiolicy  of  the  ad- 
ministration. In  October  the  Massachusetts  legislature  in- 
vited the  other  states  to  send  delegates  to  Hartford,  Connec- 
ticut, "to  confer  upon  the  subject  of  their  p\iblic  grievances." 
This  was  the  celebrated  Hartford  Convention.  They  deliber- 
ated tliree  weeks  with  closed  doors,  and  prepared  an  address 
in  which  they  expressed  themselves  in  regard  to  the  condition 
of  the  country  and  the  policy  of  the  administration.  They 
adopted  four  resolutions,  sent  out  with  the  address,  among 
other  things  calling  for  the  adoption  of  the  following  amend- 
ments to  the  constitution : 

1.  "Excluding  slaves  from  the  basis  on  which  representa- 
tives and  direct  taxes  are  apportioned." 

2.  "Requiring,  in  the  admissions  of  new  states,  the  con- 
currence of  two-thirds  of  both  Houses." 

3.  "  Prohibiting  Congress  from  laying  an  embargo  for  more 
than  sixtv  da  vs." 

4.  "  Prohibiting  Congress  from  interdicting  commercial 
intercourse  with  foreign  nations,  without  the  concurrence  of 
two-thirds  of  Ix^tli  Houses." 

5.  "Requiring  the  concurrence  of  two-thirds  to  declare 
war  or  authorize  acts  of  hostility  against  any  foreign  nation, 
except  in  defense  and  in  cases  of  actual  invasion.'' 

G.  "Making  ineligible  to  any  civil  office  under  the  general 
government,  any  person  hereafter  naturalized." 

7.   "The  President  to  be  eligible  only  for  a  single  term ; 
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and  not  to  be  chosen  two  terms  in  succession  from  the  same 
state." 

The  object  of  the  convention  was  thought  by  many  to  be 
treasonablCi  but  the  immediate  change  in  our  foreign  rela^ 
tions  prevented  a  disclosure  of  its  ulterior  purposes. 

PEACE  DECLARED. 

There  was  hardly  a  time  during  the  war  that  negotiations 
of  some  sort  were  not  in  progress  looking  towards  peace. 
In  1813  the  Emperor  of  Russia  offered  his  mediation  be- 
tween the  hostile  governments.  It  was  accepted  by  the 
United  States,  but  declined  by  England ;  the  latter  proposed, 
however,  to  treat  directly  with  our  government.  This  met 
with  the  approbation  of  the  administration,  and  a  treaty  of 
peace  was  signed  at  Ghent,  in  Belgium,  December  24,  1814. 
In  February,  1815,  the  glad  news  reached  Congress.  The 
remainder  of  the  session  was  spent  in  the  "  active  reduction 
of  the  government  to  a  peace  establishment."  All  the  war 
measures  were  rejxialed.     Congress  adjourned  March  3, 1815. 

DEATH  OF  THE  FEDERAL  PARTY. 

The  return  of  peace  brought  a  return  of  pros]:>erity.  The 
sufferings  of  the  war  were  soon  forgotten,  and  the  federalists, 
who  opposed  the  war,  were  now  reproached  more  bitterly 
than  ever  for  their  reluctance  to  aid  the  Union  in  time  of 
need.  In  addition  to  that,  leaders  of  the  party  had  brought 
special  odium  upon  themselves  by  their  participation  in  the 
Hartford  convention.  The  guilt  attached  to  a  connection 
with  this  convention  isolated  the  leaders  more  and  more, 
while  their  followers  rapidly  joined  the  opposing  ranks. 
This  marks  the  extinction  of  the  federal  party.  The  party 
had  done  great  service  to  the  cause  of  the  Union  in  its 
earlier  days,  when  Alexander  Hamilton  was  at  its  head; 
but  being  finally  thrown  out  of  power  it  became  a  mere  op- 
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position  party^  and  lost,  in  great  measure^  its  dignity  and 
character  as  the  stay  and  support  of  strong  government. 

NATIONAL    BANK. 

Congress  met  December  4,  1815.  Henry  Clay  was  again 
Foarteenth  Congress,  1  chosen  Speaker  of  the  House.  The 
First  Session.  /  session  was  mainly  devoted  to  the  reg- 

ulation of  internal  afiairs.  In  April,  1816^  Congress  passed 
a  bill  for  the  charter  of  a  national  bank.  The  charter  was 
to  last  till  1836.  It  was  modeled  after  the  one  established 
1791.  Hamilton's  arguments  for  such  a  bank  were  now  pub- 
lishedy  and  approved  by  the  republicans  with  great  enthu- 
siasm. The  federals  opposed  this  bank.  On  this  question,  as 
on  some  others,  the  parties  had  changed  sides  since  1811. 

PROTECTIVE  TARIFF. 

The  seventh  annual  message  of  the  President  called  the 
attention  of  Congress  to  the  expediency  of  a  revision  of  the 
tariff,  giving  reasons  why  home  industry  should  be  protected. 
Hitherto  the  tariff  question  had  been  one  of  only  secondary 
importance ;  now,  in  view  of  the  development  of  the  manu- 
facturing and  cotton-growing  interests,  it  had  become  a  mat- 
ter of  primary  consideration*  The  first  bill  was  brought 
before  this  Congress,  being  favored  by  Clay,  Calhoun  and 
other  republican  leaders,  and  opposed  by  Webster,  aided  by 
Randolph.  The  parties,  it  will  be  observed,  had  changed 
sides  on  this  question  since  the  days  of  Hamilton,  the  repub- 
licans now  supporting  and  the  federals  opposing  it.  As 
modified  before  its  final  passage,  imported  articles  were  ar- 
ranged under  three  heads :  1st.  "  Those  of  which  a  full  do- 
mestic supply  could  be  produced;"  2d.  "those  of  which 
only  a  partial  domestic  supply  could  be  afforded ; ''  and  3d. 
"  those  produced  at  home  very  slightly  or  not  at  all."  On 
the  first  class  the  duty  was  laid  heavy  enough  to  keep  out 
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foreign  competition  entirely ;  on  the  second  class,  a  duty  of 
twenty  per  cent,  was  laid,  which  would,  of  course,  let  in  for- 
eign competition,  but  would,  at  the  same  time,  give  home 
labor  a  chance  to  rival  it ;  on  the  third  class,  the  duties  were 
^'  adjusted  more  with  reference  to  revenue  than  tariff/' 

ELECTION  OF  1816. 

In  the  month  of  March  a  republican  caucus,  after  making 
two  onsuoeessful  attempts  to  pass  a  resolution  declaring 
eancos  nominations  by  members  of  congress  to  be  inezpedi- 
ent,  nominated  James  Monroe  for  President,  and  Daniel  D. 
Tompkins,  of  New  York,  for  Vice-President.  By  this  time 
some  of  the  republicans  thought  the  '^Virginia  Dynasty''  had 
ruled  long  enough,  having  furnished  presidents  twenty-four 
years  out  of  twenty-eight.  The  federalists  voted  for  Rufiis 
King  for  President,  but  united  on  no  one  for  the  second 
place.    Monroe  and  Tompkins  were  overwhelmingly  elected. 

Congress  met  December  2, 1816.  The  session  was  without 
Ftarteenth  GoBgress,  1  any  special  interest  It  adjourned  on 
Smnid  SeflBlOB.  J  March  3, 1817,  and  on  March  4,  Mon- 

roe and  Tompkins  took  the  oath  of  oflSce.  During  Madison's 
second  term  Indiana  was  admitted  into  the  Union,  December 
11,  1816. 
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RESOLUTIONS    PASSED    BY    THE    HARTFORD    CONVENTION^ 

JANUARY  4,  1815. 

Jfaaahed^  That  it  be  and  is  hereby  recommended  to  the  legislatures  of  the 
•ereral  states  represented  in  this  convention,  to  adopt  all  such  measures  aa- 
may  be  necessary  effectually  to  protect  the  citizens  of  said  states  from  tlie^ 
operation  and  effects  of  all  acts  which  have  been  or  may  be  passed  by  tlie 
OongresB  of  the  United  States,  which  shall  contain  provisions  subjecting 
the  militia  or  other  citizens  to  forcible  drafts,  conscriptions,  or  impress- 
ments not  authorized  by  the  constitution  of  the  United  States. 

Meaolved,  That  it  be  and  is  hereby  recommended  to  the  said  legislatures,. 
to  authorize  an  immediate  and  an  earnest  application  to  be  made  to  the 
goremment  of  the  United  States,  requesting  their  consent  to  some  arrange- 
ment whereby  the  said  states  may,  separately  or  in  concert,  be  empowered 
to  assume  upon  themselves  the  defense  of  their  territory  against  the  enemy, 
and  a  reasonable  portion  of  the  taxes  collected  within  said  states  may  be 
paid  into  the  respective  treasuries  thereof,  and  appropriated  to  the  balance 
doe  taid  states  and  to  the  future  defense  of  the  same.  The  amount  so 
paid  into  said  treasuries  to  be  credited,  and  the  disbursements  made  aa 
aforesaid  to  be  chargetl  to  the  United  States. 

Begolved,  That  it  be  and  hereby  is  recommended  to  tlie  legislatures  of 
the  aforesaid  states,  to  pass  laws,  where  it  has  not  already  been  done,  au- 
thorizing the  governors  or  commanders-in-chief  of  their  militia  to  make 
detachments  from  the  same,  or  to  form  voluntary  coqw,  as  shall  he  most 
convenient  and  conformable  to  their  constitutions,  and  to  cause  the  same 
to  be  well  armed,  equipped,  and  held  in  readiness  for  service,  and  uptm 
request  of  the  governor  of  either  of  tlie  otlier  states,  to  employ  the  whole 
of  such  detachment  or  corps,  as  well  as  the  regular  forces  of  the  state,  or 
such  part  thereof  as  may  Ik?  required,  and  jcan  be  spared  consistently  with 
the  safety  of  the  state,  in  assisting  the  state  making  such  request  to  repel 
any  invasion  thereof  which  shall  be  made  or  attempted  by  the  public- 
enemy. 

Raoived,  That  the  following  amendments  of  the  constitution  of  the 
United  States  be  recommended  to  the  states  represented  as  aforesaid,  to  be 
proposed  by  them  for  adoption  by  the  state  legislatures,  and  in  such  cases 
as  may  be  deemed  expedient  by  a  convention  chosen  by  the  people  of  each 


186  HISTORY  OF  AMERICAN   POLITICS. 

state.    And  it  is  further  recommended  that  the  said  states  shall  persevere 
in  their  eflbrts  to  obtain  such  amendments,  until  tiie  same  shall  be  effected. 

First.  Representatives  and  direct  taxes  shall  be  apportioned  among 
the  several  states  which  may  be  included  within  this  Union,  according  to 
their  respective  numbers  of  free  persons,  including  those  bound  to  serve  for 
a  term  of  years,  and  excluding  Indians  not  taxed,  and  all  other  persons. 

Second.  No  new  state  shall  be  admitted  into  the  Union  by  Congress,  in 
virtue  of  the  power  granted  in  tlie  constitution,  without  the  concurrence 
of  two- thirds  of  both  houses. 

Third.  Congress  sliaii  not  have  power  to  lay  an  embargo  on  the  ships 
or  vessels  of  the  citizens  of  the  United  States,  in  the  ports  or  harbors 
thereof,  for  more  than  sixty  days. 

Fourth.  Congress  shall  not  have  power,  without  the  concurrence  of  two- 
thirds  of  both  houses,  to  interdict  the  commercial  intercourse  between  the 
Uniteil  States  and  any  foreign  nation  or  the  dependencies  thereof. 

Fifth.  Congress  shall  not  make  nor  declare  war,  nor  authorize  acts  of 
hostility  against  any  foreign  nation,  without  the  concurrence  of  two-thirds 
of  both  houses,  except  such  acts  of  hostility  be  in  defense  of  the  territories 
of  the  United  States  when  actually  invaded. 

Sixth.  No  jMjrson  who  shall  hereafter  be  naturalized  shall  be  eligible  as 
a  member  of  the  Senate  or  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States^ 
or  capable  of  holding  any  civil  ollice  under  the  authority  of  the  United 
States. 

Secenth.  The  same  person  shall  not  be  elected  President  of  the  United 
States  a  second  time,  nor  shall  the  President  be  elected  from  the  same 
state  two  terms  in  succession. 

Resohed,  That  if  the  application  of  these  states  to  the  government  of  the 
United  States,  recomiuended  in  a  foregoing  resolution,  should  be  unsuc- 
cessful, and  peace  should  not  be  concluded,  and  the  defense  of  these  states 
sliould  be  neglected,  as  it  has  been  since  the  comnienceiuent  of  the  war,  it 
will,  in  the  opinion  of  this  convention,  be  expedient  for  the  legislatures  of 
the  several  stjites  to  appoint  delegates  to  another  convention,  to  meet  at 
Boston,  in  the  state  of  Massaelnisetts,  on  the  third  Monday  of  June  next* 
with  such  powers  and  instructions  as  the  exigency  of  a  crisis  so  momen- 
tous may  require. 

Roiihnl^  That  the  Honorable  George  Cabot,  the  Honorable  Chauncey 
Ooodrich,  the  Honorable  Daniel  Lvnian,  or  any  two  of  them,  l)e  author- 
'zed  to  call  another  meeting  of  this  convention,  to  be  holden  in  Boston  at  any 
time  before  new  delegates  shall  be  chosen  as  recommended  in  the  above 
resolution,  if  in  their  judgment  thesituation  of  the  country  shall  urgently 
require  it. 
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CHAPTER  IX. 
MONROE'S  ADMINISTRATIONS. 

1817—1825. 

ERA  OF  GOOD   FEELING. 

Monroe  came  into  the  Presidency  upon  a  high  tide  of  po- 
litical prosperity  and  unity.  The  old  controversies  between 
the  parties  were  no  longer  waged^  and  the  country  was  evi- 
dently approaching  an  epoch  marked  by  the  absence  of  party 
and  factional  strifes.  The  President  adopted  the  doctrine  of 
the  new  school  of  republicans,  led  by  Clay  and  Calhoun, 
which  had  the  effect  of  allying  more  closely  to  him  the  old 
federal  element.  All  other  factions  acquiesced  in  the  result 
of  the  previous  election,  and  from  them  all,  the  administra- 
tion drew  many  warm  supporters.  Party  differences  sub- 
sided^ and  a  calm  serenity  seemed  to  pervade  the  whole  coun- 
try. The  summer  after  his  inauguration  the  President  made 
a  tour  of  the  states,  and  was  everywhere  received  with  hearty 
greetings.  This  visit  tended  to  strengthen  the  new  adminis- 
tration in  the  hearts  of  the  people,  and  gave  to  the  President 
great  personal  jK^pularity.  From  these  manifestations  and 
the  general  j)revalence  of  harmony  everywhere,  it  was  an- 
nounced that  the  Era  of  Good  Feeling  had  begun;  and  while 
this  designation  is  given  to  the  whole  of  Monroe^s  adminis- 
tration, it  more  properly  belongs  to  his  second  term. 

Jackson's  advice. 

General  Jackson,  gratified  at  the  auspicious  circumstances 
attending  Mr.  Monroe,  advised  him  as  follows : 
"  Now  is  the  time  to  exterminate  that  monster  called  party 
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spirit.  By  selecting  [for  cabinet  officers]  characters  most  con- 
spicuous for  their  probity,  virtue,  capacity,  and  firmness, 
without  regard  to  party,  you  will  go  far  to,  if  not  entirely, 
eradicate  those  feelings  which,  on  former  occasions,  threw  so 
many  obstacles  in  the  way  of  government.  The  chief  magis- 
trate of  a  great  and  powerful  nation  should  never  indulge  in 
party  feelings.  His  conduct  should  be  liberal  and  disinter-^ 
ested ;  always  bearing  in  mind  that  he  acts  for  the  whole  and 
not  a  part  of  the  community." 

These  suggestions  accorded,  in  the  main,  with  the  feelings 
of  the  President.  He  believed  that  the  government  could 
exist  without  parties,  and  that  circumstances  were  then  verj* 
fevorable  for  him  to  promote  this  idea.  Nevertheless,  he  did 
not  think  it  advisable  to  go  outside  of  his  party  for  cabinet 
officers,  lest  he  might  give  offense  to  the  republicans  and 
encourage  a  reorganization  of  the  federals.  His  idea  was  to 
bring  them  all  into  the  republican  fold.  He  selected  all  the 
members  of  his  cabinet  from  the  republicans. 

INTERNAL    IMPROVEMENTS. 

Congress  met  December  1,  1817.  An  act  was  immediately 
Fifteenth  Congress,  \  passed  abolishing  the  internal  taxes 
First  Session.  J  which   had  been   laid   during  the  war. 

The  President,  in  liis  message  to  Congress,  had  dwelt  at  great 
length  upon  the  matter  of  internal  improvements.  This  sub- 
ject, from  the  very  first,  had  occupied  an  imj>orlant  place  in 
the  public  mind.  From  time  to  time  the  executive  veto  of 
bills  pertaining  to  this  system  of  improvements  had  inter- 
rupted the  continuity  of  the  same ;  but,  as  the  people  began 
to  see  the  importance  of  developing  the  resources  of  the  coun- 
tr}',  they  urged  the  more  strongly  upon  Congress  the  pro- 
priety of  going  to  the  full  extent  of  their  |xnvers  in  this  di- 
rection. The  President  thought  that  the  government  should 
encourage  the  system,  but  seriously  questioned  whether  Con- 
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gress  had  the  right,  by  the  constitution,  to  pass  measures  sup- 
porting it.  During  this  session  many  earnest  discussions 
were  had  upon  the  subject.  Henry  Clay  headed  a  ijiajority 
of  the  republicans  in  favor  of  Congress  making  internal  im- 
provements, but,  learning  that  the  President  would  veto  any 
bill  in  favor  of  such  improvements,  the  subject  was  dismissed 
without  further  consideration  until  the  next  session,  when  it 
was  renewed  under  the  pressure  of  petitions  from  several 
states.  A  bill  for  tjie  repair  and  preservation  of  the  Cum- 
berland road  was  vetoed  by  the  President  for  the  reason 
above  stated.  During  this  session  Henry  Clay  offered  a  res- 
olution looking  to  the  reorganization  of  the  South  American 
republics,  formed  by  colonies  that  had  revolted  from  Spain, 
but  it  was  rejected.     Congress  adjourned  April  20,  1818. 

THE    FLORIDA    CESSION. 

Congress  met  November  IG,  1818.  During  the  summer 
Fifteenth  Congress, )  ])revious,  occurred  what  is  called  the 
Second  Session.  /  Seminole  war — a  number  of  disturbances 
caused  by  Indians  in  Florida.  Andrew  Jackson  in  attempt- 
ing to  quell  them  met  with  ()])po8ition  from  the  Spanish  au- 
thorities of  Florida.  "He  therefore  entered  their  territorv, 
seized  their  principal  towns,  and  captured  and  put  to  death, 
*as  outlaws  and  ])irates/  Arbuthnot  and  Ambrister,  two  Brit- 
ish subjects,  who  had  led  the  Seminoles  to  war."  Much  of 
the  time  of  tliis  session  was  taken  up  in  the  investigation  of 
these  Indian  difficulties.  The  committee  on  military  affairs 
.)f}ered  a  resolution  censuring  Jackson  for  his  execution  of 
Arbuthnot  and  Ambrister,  but  it  did  not  pass.  In  1819,  a 
treaty  was  concluded  by  which  the  United  States  bouyrht 
Florida  of  S])ain,  ])aying  §."),00()/)00  and  releasing  the  fed- 
eral claim  to  Texas.  Although  there  was  no  opposition  to 
the  purchase  of  Florida,  it  was  claimed  that  in  making  this 
acquisition  we  had  given  away  Texas  and,  by  so  doing,  had 
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dismembered  the  Mississippi  valley ;  that  the  establishment 
of  boundaries  would  be  a  constant  source  of  controversy  and 
perhaps  war.  The  treaty  was  ratified  by  the  Senate,  and  met 
with  the  general  approbation  of  the  people. 

THE   MISSOURI   QUESTION. 

During  this  session  a  memorial  from  the  legislature  of 
Missouri  was  introduced  by  Mr.  Scott,  a  delegate  to  Congress 
from  that  territory,  to  the  effect  that  Missouri  be  allowed  to 
form  a  state  government,  and  be  admitted  into  the  Union. 
This,  with  a  bill  complying  with  the  memorial,  was  referred 
to  the  committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

When  the  bill  came  up  before  the  House,  Gen,  Tallmadge 
moved  the  following  proviso :  "And  provided,  that  the  fur- 
ther introduction  •f  slavery  or  involuntary  servitude  be  pro- 
hibited, except  for  the  punishment  of  crimes  whereof  the  party 
shall  have  been  duly  convicted ;  and  that  all  children  born 
within  the  said  state,  after  the  admission  thereof  into  the  Union, 
shall  be  free  at  the  age  of  twenty-five  years.'*  This  marks 
the  beginning  of  the  famous  struggle  between  the  free  and 
slave  states,  and  was  one  of  the  most  difficult  constitutional 
questions  the  country  has  ever  been  called  upon  to  settle.  In 
the  debate  which  followed,  those  opposing  the  proviso  argued 
that  Congress  had  no  constitutional  right  to  impose  restric- 
tions as  to  slavery  upon  a  state  wishing  admittance  into  the 
Union ;  that  the  right  to  hold  slaves  was  guaranteed  to  the 
original  states  by  the  constitution,  and  that  the  right  applied 
to  the  new  states  as  well  as  to  the  old.  It  was  admitted  that 
Congress  had  power  to  regulate  or  prohibit  slavery  from  the 
territories  as  well  as  make  all  other  needful  rules  and  regula- 
tions respecting  them ;  but  this  right  related  to  the  territo- 
ries only  as  property;  that  when  organized  as  states  they 
stood  on  an  equal  footing  with  other  states,  and  Congress  had 
no  power  to  impose  restrictions  on  their   local    legislation. 
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Those  opposed  to  slavery  argued  that  the  term  "  forever/'  in 
the  prohibitive  clause  of  the  Missouri  bill,  Avas  not  restricted 
to  the  territorial  condition  of  the  district  to  which  it  referred, 
bat  meant  forever,  and  that  the  prohibition,  **  instead  of  ceas- 
ing with  the  territorial  condition  of  the  district,  would  ex- 
tend to  any  states  that  might  be  erected  out  of  it ;  and  upon 
the  question  in  general,  it  was  maintained  that  to  leave 
slavery  in  the  old  states  was  a  violation  of  principle,  and  to 
permit  it  in  new  ones  was  a  violation  of  the  constitution/' 
The  bill,  as  restricted,  passed  the  House  but  &iled  in  the 
Senate.    Congress  adjourned  March  3,  1819. 

Congress  met  December  6,  1819.  At  this  session  Mis- 
Sixteenth  Congress,  1  souri  renewed  her  application,  and  the 
First  Session.  J  question  of  slavery  immediately  stood 

in  the  foreground.  This  time  the  opponents  of  the  proviso 
feond  themselves  ^^  materially  aided  by  a  new  circumstance." 
Maine,  hitherto  a  district  of  Massachusetts,  made  application 
for  admission  as  a  state.  The  Maine  bill  was  passed  by  the 
House.  The  Senate,  having  previously  united  it  to  the  Mis- 
sonri  bill,  permitting  slavery,  passed  them  both.  This  was 
done  for  the  purpose  of  forcing  both  bills  to  stand  or  fall  to- 
gether. Upon  their  return  to  the  House  the  combined  bills 
were  rejected.  Failing  then  to  agree,  a  joint  committee  was 
appointed  from  both  Houses,  which  prepared  a  report  to  the 
effect  that  Missouri  should  be  admitted  as  a  slave  state,  and 
that  slavery  should  be  prohibited  from  all  territory  north  of 
36®  3(y,  and  west  of  the  Mississippi.  This  report  was 
accepted,  and  a  measure  embodying  its  suggestions  passed  both 
Houses  in  March,  1820,  known  over  since  as  the  Missouri 
Compromise.     Congress  adjourned  May  15,  1820. 

ELECTIOX   OF    1820. 

As  the  time  of  another  Presidential  election  approached, 
the  usual  call  for  a  republican  nominating  caucus  was  pub- 
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lished,  but,  owing  to  the  meager  attendance  of  representa- 
tives, and  the  general  opposition  to  caucuses,  the  assembly 
acTjourned  sine  die.  Such  a  convention  was  unnecessary, 
however,  as  "the  people  had  preordained  that  Monroe  and 
Tompkins  were  to  be  ele(»ted."  Mr.  Monroe  received  all  the 
electoral  votes  but  one,  and  Mr.  Tompkins  a  very  large  nia- 
jority.  The  federals,  owing  to  their  disorganized  condition, 
presented  no  candidates. 

KE1»UBLICANS   UNOPPOSED. 

With  Monroe's  first  term  closes  the  second  era  in  our  po- 
litical history.  Old  imrty  distinctions  were  obliterated  and 
opinions  on  new  issues  were  in  a  formative  condition.  The 
federal  party  had  ceased  to  be  a  national  jiarty  or  to  advocate 
anv  distinct  issues  of  its  own,  From  this  time  forward  fed- 
eralism  was  not  an  element  in  iM>litics.     (Plate  VI.) 

Congress  met  November  13,  1820.  John  W.  Taylor,  a 
Sixteenth  Congress,  1  loose  constructionist,  an  advocate  of  a 
Second  Session.  J  protective  turiffand  an  internal  improve- 
ment system,  and  oppos^^'d  to  tlie  extension  of  slavery,  was 
selected  as  speaker.  His  election  is  a  matter  of  interest  as 
showing  how  far  these  ideas  had  gained  an  infiuence  in  the 
republican  ranks,  or  at  least  a  faction  of  them.  Ilis  elec- 
tion g:ive  great  ottcnse  to  the  southern  members.  The 
last  struggle  on  the  Missouri  question  came  up  during  this 
session,  when  the  state  submitted  its  constitution  to  Congress 
for  approval.  It  was  rejected  because  of  a  clause  which  it 
contained,  forbiddiuir  **  fn'c  nc«j:rocs  and  mulattoes  from  com- 
ing  to  and  settling  in  this  state,  under  any  pretext  whatever.'* 
Congress  recpiired  that  this  be  so  changed  as  to  "guarantee 
to  the  citizens  of  everv  other  state  tiie  same  rights  in  Mis- 
souri  that  tliey  enjoyed  at  liome."  In  June,  1821,  the  legisla- 
ture of  Missouri  accepted  the  condition,  and  it  became  a  state. 
Congress  adjourned  March  3,  1821,  and  on  the  next  Monday, 
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Idarch  5,  Monroe  and  Tompkins  took  the  oath  of  office. 
X)aring  Monroe's  first  administration  five  states  were  admitted 
Snto  the  Union,  as  follows:  Mississippi,  1817;  Illinois, 
1818;  Alabama,  1819;  Maine,  1820;  and  Missouri,  1821. 

Congress  met  December  3,  1821.  P.  P.  Barbour,  a  strict 
Seveatenth  CragresSi  1  constructionist,  was  this  time  elected 
Kirst  SmAn.  f  Speaker  of  the  House.    A  bill  for 

"die  preservation  of  the  Cumberland  road  was  passed,  but  the 
I^resident  vetoed  it,  on  the  ground  that,  in  his  opinion,  Con- 
had  no  constitutional  right  to  pass  such  a  law.  In  his 
,  though,  he  had  urged  Congress  to  pass  an  amend- 
ment to  the  constitution  ^ving  it  the  power  to  make  inter- 
waal  improvements.  Efforts  were  made  this  session  to  increase 
^he  tariff,  but  &iled.     Congress  adjourned  May  8,  1822. 

Congress  met  December  2,  1822.  A  renewed  attempt  was 
Seventeenth  Congress,  1  made  to  increase  the  tariff  and  create 
Second  Session.  /  a   national   canal   system,   but  both 

were  defeated  by  the  strict  constructionists.  Con- 
adjourned  March  3,  1823. 

Congress  met  December  1, 1823.  Henry  Clay,  now  leader 
Kighteenth  Congress,  1  of  the  loose  constructionists,  was 
fint  Session.  /  chosen  speaker. 

THE   MONROE   DOCTRINE. 

At  this  time  Spain  was  waging  a  war  against  her  revolted 
c^olonies,  and  the  President,  in  his  message  to  Congress,  De- 
^^ember  2,  1823,  affirmed  as  follows:  "We  owe  it  to  candor 
^uid  to  the  amicable  relations  existing  between  the  United 
States  and  the  European  powers  to  declare  that  we  should  con- 
sider any  attempt  on  their  part  to  extend  their  system  to  any 
'{Mrtion  of  this  hemisphere  as  dangerous  to  our  peace  and 
safety .'*  This,  with  the  accompanying  reasons  for  the  position 
^4&ken,  was  a  statement  of  the  doctrine  that  "America  is  for 
13 
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Americans,"  and  exemplified  the  policy  of  Washington — ^^^Xo 
entangling  alliances."  The  doctrine  was  called  out  by  an  at- 
tempt of  the  holy  alliance  to  check  liberty  on  both  sides  of 
the  Atlantic,  and  to  extend  a  fostering  care  to  the  revolted 
Spanish  provinces  of  Central  and  South  America.  When  the 
protest  of  the  United  States  was  joined  by  England  the  at- 
tempt of  the  alliance  was  abandoned. 

PROTECTIVE   TARIFF. 

Loose  constructionist  ideas  were  gradually  spreading.  Even 
the  President,  in  his  message  to  this  Congress,  advocated  a 
more  decided  leaning  toward  protection  and  internal  im- 
provements. In  every  Congress,  from  1819  to  1824,  bills 
were  introduced  for  the  in(;rease  of  duties  on  imports.  The 
tariff  of  1816  protected  nothing  domestic  worth  speaking  of, 
except  coarse  cottons.  A  tariif  was  now  demanded  on  "  such 
articles  of  merchandise  as  come  most  in  competition  with 
American  industry."  *  The  southern  states,  though  formerly 
favoring  a  protective  tariff,  now  voted  agjiinst  it.  The  navi- 
gating and  planting  states  did  the  same,  thinking  it  would  be 
injurious  to  their  interests;  but  the  grain  growing  states 
favored  the  tariff,  in  the  belief  that  it  would  benefit  agricul- 
ture. After  a  debate  of  more  than  two  months  Congress 
adopted  the  measure  known  as  the  Tariff  of  1824.  This  was 
the  all-absorbing  question  during  the  session.  Clay  was  the 
champion  of  the  j)rotoetive  system,  and  Webster  of  the  op- 
position. A  bill  was  also  passed  this  session  for  surveys  for 
a  national  canal  svsteni.     Con^^ress  adiourned  Mav  27,  1824. 

i:lk(TI().v  of  1824. 

The  friends  of  William  IF.  Crawford,  of  Georgia,  made  an 
attempt  to  revive  the  caucus  system  of  nominating  for  the 
presidency,  and  announced  a  caucus  for  that  purpose,  which 
met  and  put  Crawford  in  nomination.     This  really  injured 
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bis  cbanoes  fer  election.  There  were  in  the  field,  beddee 
him,  three  other  candidates — Jackson,  Adams,  and  Clay- 
nominated  by  state  legia  latures  and  other  political  machinery, 
Sach  candidate  vas  a  republican.  The  canvass  vas  very  ez- 
^ting,  but  as  republicanism  was  not  at  issue  with  any  op- 
ponng  pBrty,  the  considerations  were  local  and  personal 
latber  than  political.  This  quadrangular  contest  was  known 
as  the  "aomb  race."  "  King  caucus"  was  entirely  overthrown, 
but  the  election  did  not  decide  the  contest,  hence  it  was 
thrown  into  the  House. 

Congress  met  December  6, 1 824.  The  great  question  of  the 
UghtMntb  CoigresB,  I  session  was  the  undecided  presidential 
Semnd  Sessloi.  /contest.     The  electoral   vote,  when 

-counted,  was  fiiund  to  be,  for  President,  9!)  for  Andrew  Jack- 
son, 84  for  John  Qiiiiicy  Adani}<,  41  for  William  H.  Craw- 
£>rd,  and  37  for  Henry  Clay.  For  Vice-President,  Calhoun 
was  elected,  receiving  182  out  of  260  votes.  The  three  high- 
est were  taken,  from  which  a  choice  wa-s  to  be  made,  leaving 
Mr.  Clay  and  his  friends  with  the  power  in  their  hands  to 
make  the  decision.  His  position  was  a  very  trying  one. 
With  reference  to  it  he  said,  in  a  private  communication  to 
the  Hon.  F.  Brooke,  under  date  of  January  28, 1825 :  "  My 
position  in  regard  to  the  presidential  contest  is  highly  critical, 
and  such  as  to  leave  me  no  path  on  whicli  I  can  move  with- 
out censure.  I  have  pursued,  in  regard  to  it,  the  rule  which 
1  always  observe  in  the  discharge  of  my  public  duty.  I  have 
interrogated  my  conscience  as  to  wliat  I  ought  to  do,  and  it 
tells  me  I  ought  to  vote  for  Mr.  Adams."  So  he  did  vote 
for  Mr.  Adams  and  elected  him  to  the  place.  Clay  objected 
to  Mr.  Crawford  on  the  ground  of  ill  health,  and  the  circum- 
stances under  which  he  was  before  tlie  House,  and  to  General 
•Jackson  on  the  ground  that  he  was  a  military  chieftain. 
Congress  adjourned  March  3,  1825,  and  on  Mareh  4,  Adams 
»iwl  Calhoun  were  sworn  into  office. 
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PEOPLE'S   PARTY. 

There  was  a  division  among  the  republicans  in  the  state  of 
New  York,  at  the  fall  election  of  1823,  upon  the  choice  of 
electors.  Some  wished  them  to  be  chosen  by  the  state  legis- 
lature ;  others,  by  the  people.  The  latter  portion  formed  a 
separate  political  organization,  called  the  "  People's  Party." 

Monroe's  retirement. 

The  retiring  President  had  the  satisfaction  of  having  ac- 
complished his  cherished  object,  that  of  bringing  all  parties 
into  the  republican  fold.  His  foreign  policy  had  been  skill- 
fully managed  by  John  Q.  Adams ;  commerce  had  recovered 
from  its  prostration  by  war  and  the  embargo ;  the  Missouri 
Compromise  had  quieted  the  slavery  agitation  for  the  time ; 
domestic  industry  had  revived ;  and  partisan  feuds  had  quieted 
into  a  condition  of  peace  and  harmony. 

REFERENCES. 

Debates  of  Congress Benton. 

Life  of  Randolph Garland. 

Jefferson's  Works^ Randall. 

Niles*  Register. 

Statutes  at  Large,  Vol.  VIII 

Ck)mmentarie8 Story. 

Speeches  of  Henry  Clay Colton. 

Thirty  Years*  View ; Benton. 

Chittenden's  Report 

Opinions  of  the  Attorneys-General 

Law  Dictionary,  Vol.  I Bouviere, 

Statesman's  Manual,  Vol.  I Williams. 

Federalist.  No.  XIV. 

Webster's  Works 

History  of  the  Constitution Von  Hoist 

American  Politics Cooper. 

Cyclopedia  of  Political  Science Lalor. 

History  of  the  Republican  Party Hall. 

American  Statesman * Young. 


Monroe's  administrations.  197 

Life  of  John  Quincy  Adams Seward. 

Rise  and  Fall  of  the  Slave  Power. Wilson. 

EXECUTIVE  OFFICERS  OF  MONROES  ADMINISTRATIONS. 

James  Monroe President 1817-1825 

Daniel  D.  Tompkins Vice-President. 1817-1825 

CABmET. 

John  Quincy  Adams Secretary  of  State 1817-1825 

William  H.  Crawford ....Secretary  of  Treasury 1816-1825 

George  Graham i... Secretary  of  War. 1817-1817 

John  C.  Calhoun "  "        1817-1826 

Benjamin  W.  Crownin8hield.Secretary  of  Navy * 1814-1818 

Smith  Thompson *.        "  " 1818-1823 

John  Rogers "  "  1823-1823 

Samuel  L.  Southard "  "  1823-1829 

Return  J.  Meigs Postmaster-General.. ~ 1814-1823 

John  McLean "  "        1823-1829 

Richard  Rush.. Attorney-General 1814-1817 

William  Wirt- "  " 1817-1829 

JUDICIAL   OFFICERS. 
John  Marshall- Chief  Justice 1801-1835 

LEGISLATIVE  OFFICERS. 

Henry  Clay.« Speaker  of  House ....1815-1820 

John  W.  Taylor "  "  1820-1821 

Philip  P.  Barbour "  "  1821-1823 

Henry  Clay.- "  "  1823-1825 


i 
1 


198  HISTORY  OP  AMERICAN  POLITICS. 


CHAPTER  X. 
JOHN  QUINCY  ADAMS'  ADMINISTRATION. 

1825—1829. 

THE  president's   POLICY^ 

The  President,  in  his  inaugural,  pledged  himself  to  carry 
out  the  policy  of  his  predecessor  as  indicated  in  his  promises 
and  acts.  He  stood  on  more  advanced  ground  than  Monroe 
with  reference  to  internal  improvements,  not  doubting  at  all 
that  Congress  had  the  right  to  authorize  measures  favoring 
such  improvements.  In  the  selection  of  his  cabinet  he  was 
inclined  to  pursue  a  conciliatory  course,  offering  positions  to 
those  who  had  been  his  opponents  in  the  last  election.  Clay 
and  Crawford  were  offered  cabinet  positions,  but  the  latter 
declined, 

OPPOSITION   TO   THE  PRESIDENT. 

In  this  course  the  President  did  not  meet  with  the  general 
approval  of  the  country,  nor  did  he  succeed  in  pacifying  those 
on  whom  his  generosity  was  bestowed.  The  appointment  of 
Mr.  Clay  as  secretary  of  state,  then  considered  a  stepping- 
stone  to  the  presidency,  was  an  unfortunate  one,  from  the 
fact  that  it  confirmed  the  suspicions  of  some  that  there  was  a 
bargain  between  him  and  the  President,  by  which  the  latter 
had  giiined  his  high  office.  Mr.  Clay  most  positively  denied 
it,  and  there  was  not  the  slightest  evidence  brought  forward 
that  such  wa.s  the  ca.se,  yet  it  greatly  promoted  the  interests 
of  the  opposition.  The  friends  of  Jackson  and  Crawford  in 
Congress  united  to  embarrass  the  measures  of  the  President, 
and  offered  a  most  determined  opposition  to  every  question 
upon  which  the  President  relied  for  aj>proval  by  the  people. 
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REPUBLICAN   PARTY   DIVIDED. 

.  At  the  election  of  Adams  began  that  disafi'cction  in  the  re- 
publican ranks^  which,  in  a  few  years,  developed  into  two 
distinct  political  parties.  In  October,  1825,  the  legislature 
of  Tennessee  nominated  Jackson  for  the  Presidency  in  1828, 
which  he,  in  turn,  accepted.  Some  of  the  other  states  did 
the  same.  The  friends  of  Crawford  coalesced  with  those  of 
Jackson,  and  formed  what  was  at  first  called  the  "Jackson 
party,"  but,  as  they  became  a  distinct  and  national  party,  the 
name  "  democrats  "  was  assumed,  by  which  they  have  since 
been  known.  They  were  strict  constructionists,  and  the 
Crawford  element  even  held  to  the  doctrine  expressed  in  the 
Virginia  and  Kentucky  resolutions  of  1798-9.  This  caused 
a  union  of  the  Clay  and  Adams  factions,  who  took  the  party 
name  of  "  national  republicans/'  which,  in  a  few  years  after- 
wards, was  changed  to  wliigs.  They  were  loose  construction- 
ists in  principle,  and  advocated  a  protective  tariif,  and  a  sys- 
tem of  national  internal  improvements  at  the  government's 
expense.     (Plate  VI.) 

THE    PANAMA    MISSION. 

Congress  met  December  5,  1825.  The  administration  men 
Nineteenth  Congress,  1  were  slightly  in  the  maj()rity  in  the 
First  Session.  J  House,  and  somewhat  more  so  in  the 

Senate;  but  the  opposition  was  very  strong  and  determined. 
The  session  was  partly  taken  up  in  discussing  proposed 
changes  in  the  manner  of  electing  the  President.  In  his 
message  to  this  Congress  Mr.  Adams  alluded  to  the  Holy 
Alliance  of  the  monarchies  of  Europe,  made  for  the  purj)ose 
of  checking  the  progress  of  liberty  on  this  side  of  the  Atlan- 
tic as  well  as  on  the  other,  and  the  counter  movement  bv  the 
Spanish  American  republics,  calling  a  Congress  of  American 
ministers  at  Panama,  for  the  purpose  of  deliberating  upon 
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measures  of  resistance.  This  project  was  supposed  to  have 
originated  with  Gen.  Bolivar,  at  this  time  the  head  of  the 
Columbia  Republic.  An  invitation  had  been  extended  to* 
the  United  States  to  send  ambassadors,  and  the  President 
recommended  their  appointment  at  once.  The  meeting  wa^ 
to  be  held  in  June,  1826.  A  bill  was  introduced  in  Congress 
authorizing  the  mission,  which  gave  rise  to  a  great  deal  of 
intemperate  discussion,  and  so  long  delayed  the  appointment 
of  representatives  that  they  failed  to  reach  Panama  in  time. 
In  this  debate,  as  in  almost  every  other,  the  slavery  question 
was  brought  up,  and  its  advocates  made  the  startling  claim 
that  slavery  in  the  states  was  an  indei>endent  institution,  and 
that  its  owners  were  invested  with  inherent  rights.  Congress 
adjourned  May  22,  1826. 

Congress  met  December  4,  1826.  The  two  factions  were 
Nineteenth  Congress,  1  so  evenly  balanced  in  this  Congress 
Second  Session.  /  that  few  national  measures  were  passed ; 

the  Jackson  men  were  determined  to  defeat  everv  measure 

ft* 

suggested  or  favored  by  the  President,  and  the  friends  of  the 
administration  wc?re  ecpially  determined  to  sustiiin  it.  A  bill 
for  the  increase  of  the  tariff  was  defeated  bv  the  Vice-Presi- 
dent's  casting  vote.     Congress  adjourned  March  3,  1827. 

THE    CONTROVERSY    WITH    GEORGIA. 

About  this  time  a  controversy  with  the  state  of  Georgia 
occurred,  with  reference  to  the  removal  of  certain  tribes  of 
Creek  Indians  from  that  state,  and  from  Alabama,  Missis- 
sippi, and  Tennessee.  The  principal  chiefs  had  ceded  to  the 
United  States  their  lands  in  Georgia,  for  which  they  were  to 
receive  in  exchange  other  lands  west  of  the  Mississippi,  and 
a  money  compensation  besides;  most  of  that  nation  were  un- 
willing to  ratify  the  cession.  The  government  of  GtH)rgia 
insisted  that  the  treaty  hv  carried  out,  if  need  be  bv  forci- 
ble  means;  and  the  state  legislature  was  convened  for  the  pur- 


JOHN    (iriN<'V    ADAMs'    ADMINLSTKATION.  201 

pose  of  surveying  and  appropriating  the  lands.  The  Presi- 
dent ordered  the  survey  of  the  lands  to  be  postponed,  and 
communicated  that  &et  to  Grov.  Troup,  of  Greorgia.  The 
governor  replied  that  it  was  too  late,  as  the  laws  of  the  state 
had  already  been  extended  over  the  ceded  territory,  and  he 
would  make  it  his  duty  to  execute  them.  Thus  the  state  and 
federal  authorities  eame  squarely  in  conflict  with  each  other. 
The  governor  advocated  resistance  to  the  general  government^ 
and  a  committee  of  the  state  legislature  made  a  report  sug- 
gesting a  Southern  Confederacy.  The  doctrine  of  nullifica- 
tion  thus  embodiedi  had  originated  with  Jefierson  and  Mon- 
roe, in  the  Kentucky  and  Virginia  resolutions  of  1798-9  ; 
was  proclaimed  by  the  Massachusetts  legislature  in  1814,  but 
it  now  appeared  in  a  bolder  form  than  ever  before.  The 
President  laid  the  matter  before  Congress,  but  they  &iled  to 
adopt  any  specific  line  of  action,  and  left  him  to  pursue  his 
own  course  regarding  the  difficulty.  A  settlement  of  the 
question  was  not  reached  until  the  next  administration. 

HIGH  TARIFF  OF   1828. 

Congress  met  December  3,  1827.  The  democrats  had  a 
Twentieth  Congress,  1  majority  in  both  Houses.  The  discus- 
First  Session.  i  sions  of  this  session  assumed  a  politi- 
cal character.  The  admirers  of  Jackson  proposed  to  order  a 
painting  of  the  battle  of  New.  Orleans,  and  the  opposite  side 
made  a  counter  proposition  to  investigate  his  action  in  hav- 
ing some  insubordinate  militiamen  executed. 

The  most  important  subject  that  came  before  this  session 
was  the  revision  of  the  tariff.  The  protectionists  had  called 
a  convention,  to  meet  at  Harrisburg,  Pa.,  on  the  30th  of 
July,  1827,  for  the  pur]K)se  of  discussing  and  formally  de- 
manding a  higher  tariff.  Many  of  the  democratic  congress- 
men from  the  north  united  with  them  in  this  demand,  while 
the  democrats  in  the  south  were  for  a  tariff  for  revenue  only. 
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The  duties,  according  to  the  tariff  of  1824,  were  cui  valorem. 
Importers  would  invoice  their  goods  below  their  real  value, 
and  thus  defraud  the  revenue.  The  debate  on  this  question 
occupied  about  six  weeks,  during  which  great  excitement  pre- 
vailed, both  in  and  out  of  Congress.  The  measure  wvls 
stoutly  denounced  by  the  south,  and  especially  by  South 
Carolina.  Her  citizens  petitioned  the  state  legislature  to 
^'  sjive  them  from  the  grasp  of  usurpation  and  poverty,"  which 
such  a  law  would  occasion.  The  measure,  known  a^  the 
Tariff  of  1828^  passed,  and  had  the  effect  of  strengthening 
very  greatly  the  doctrine  of  nullification  in  the  south.  !Many 
who  had  formerly  opposed  a  protective  tariff  now  favored  it, 
conspicuous  among  whom  was  Daniel  Webster,  who  assigned 
as  a  rt^ason  for  his  change,  that  the  protective  tariff  had  then 
become  the  established  policy  of  the  nation,  and  harmonized 
with  the  interests  of  the  section  which  he  represented.  Con- 
gress adjourned  May  26,  1828. 

f:LEcTioN  OF  1828. 

This  political  canvass  may  be  said  to  have  begun  at  the 
election  of  Mr.  Adams  by  the  House  of  Representatives,  and 
continued  during  the  four  years  of  his  administration.  Jack- 
son had  b(Tn  nominated  by  the  Tennessee  legislature  as  early 
as  1825.  By  1827,  the  opposition  to  President  Adams  was 
fully  orpmized,  for  it  was  clear  that  the  next  presidential  con- 
test would  be  between  him  and  Andrew  Jackson.  The  former 
had  been  nominated  by  the  genenil  assembly  of  Massachusc*tts. 
The  caucus  system  had  gone  into  disuse,  and  national  con- 
ventions had  not  vet  been  invented.  The  contest  was  a  verv 
long  and  animated  one.  The  public  record  of  each  candidate 
was  overhauled  to  find,  if  j)ossible,  something  derogatory  to 
his  character.  The  ])roniinent  charge  against  Adams  was 
that  of  a  bar<rJHn  with  Clav  on  the  eve  of  the  last  election,  bv 
whicli  Clay  was  to  make  him  President  and  he  make  Clay 
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Vecretary  of  state.  Though  this  charge  was  unfounded,  yet 
many  were  sincere  in  believing  it  true.  Jackson's  mistakes 
were  also  brought  up  and  greatly  exaggerated  before  the 
country.  The  hero  of  New  Orleans  was  elected,  however, 
with  an  overwhelming  majority.  The  vote  for  President  stood 
as  follows :  Jackson,  178 ;  Adams,  83.  For  Vice-President, 
Calhoun  was  re-elected,  receiving  171  out  of  261  votes.  The 
election  marks  the  geographical  division  of  parties ;  Jackson 
and  Calhoun  were  from  slave-holding  states,  while  Adams 
and  Bush  were  from  free  states. 

THE   ANTI-MASONIC    PARTY. 

The  party  bearing  this  designation  had  its  origin  in  a  cir- 
cumstance which  occurred  in  western  New  York.  William 
Morgan,  a  Royal  Arch  Mason,  of  Genesee  county,  prepared 
and  threatened  to  publish  a  work  disclosing  the  secrets  of 
Masonry.  He  was  arrested  for  a  debt  of  two  dollars  and 
thrown  into  jail,  from  which  he  was  taken  by  night  to  Fort 
Niagara.  He  remained  a  short  time  at  this  })lace,  and,  on  the 
29th  of  September,  1826,  disappeared,  and  was  never  seen 
afterwards.  This  created  great  excitement,  for  it  was  claimed 
that  the  Masons  had  put  him  to  death  clandestinely.  The 
anti-Masonic  party  was  organized  by  those  who  believed 
that  the  members  of  the  Masonic  fraternity  held  their  civil 
obligations  subordinate  to  their  fraternal  obligations,  and 
they  therefore  deemed  them  unworthy  to  hold  civil  office. 
The  new  party  found  many  adherents  throughout  the  state  of 
New  York  and  other  states,  until,  in  1831,  they  felt  justified 
in  making  a  nomination  for  President,  which  they  did  in  the 
person  of  William  Wirt.     (Plate  VI.) 

Congress  met  December  1, 1 828.  In  his  message  the  Pres- 
Twentieth  Congress,  1  ident  earnestly  advocated  protection. 
Second  Session.  /  After  a  long  debate  a  bill  was  passed 
making  very  large  ap]>ropriations  for  internal  improvements, 
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and  received  the  President's  sanction.     Congress  adjourned' 

March  3,  1829^  and  March  4,  Jackson  and  Calhoun  were 

sworn  into  office. 
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CHAPTER  XI. 

JACKSON'S  ADMINISTRATIONS. 

1829—1837. 

THE   president's   POLICY. 

General  Jackson's  administration  was  an  eventful  one,  and 
marks  an  epoch  in  the  political  history  of  the  country.  The 
nation  had  known  him  as  a  fearless  and  successful  general, 
but  when  the  legislature  of  Tennessee  nominated  him  for  the 
presidency,  it  was  looked  upon  in  New  England  as  a  piece 
of  absurdity.  Though  his  state  had  sent  him  to  the  House 
of  Representatives,  and  subsequently  to  the  Senate,  he  had 
not  impressed  the  country  as  a  statesman.  A  man  of  the 
masses,  and  an  idol  of  tlie  people,  he  rode  into  power  on 
the  popular  cry  that  the  tendencies  of  government  had  been 
undemocratic,  and  the  will  of  the  people  had  been  disre- 
garded under  the  pretext  of  adhering  to  the  constitution. 
The  election  of  Jackson,  therefore,  was  looked  ujKjn  as  a 
victory  of  the  people,  and  a  triumph  of  the  democratic  prin- 
ple.  His  inaugural  address  was  highly  republican,  and  indi- 
cated no  radical  departure  from  tlie  policies  of  his  predeces- 
sors. He  promised  to  keep  steadily  in  view  the  limitations, 
as  well  as  tlie  extent  of  the  executive  ])ower;  to  preserve 
peace  and  cultivate  friendship  with  foreign  nations;  not  to 
confound  the  powers  that  the  states  had  reserved  to  them- 
selves with  those  they  had  granted  to  the  federal  government, 
in  any  measures  he  might  be  called  upon  to  pursue  in  regard 
to  their  rights;  to  give  no  inconsiderable  share  of  his  solici- 
tude to  the  management  (►f  the  j)ublic  revenue;  to  lend  aid 
to  any  measure  looking  to  the  strengthening  of  the  national 
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militia ;  to  correct  those  abuses  which  had  brought  the  pat- 
ronage of  the  federal  government  into  conflict  with  the  free- 
dom of  elections ;  and  to  counteract  those  causes  which  had 
disturbed  the  rightful  course  of  appointment^  and  had  placed 
or  continued  power  in  unfaithful  or  incompetent  hands.  In 
relation  to  the  one  important  question  of  state  versus  federal 
authority,  it  will  be  observed,  that  he  makes  a  statement  so 
general  as  to  leave  his  views  in  utter  doubt.  To  "  take  care  not 
to  confound  the  reserved  powers  of  the  separate  states  with 
those  which  they  had  granted  to  the  confederacy,"  without 
intimating  any  opinion  whatever  upon  the  point  of  real  issue 
before  the  country — the  threatening  attitude  of  Georgia  and 
South  Carolina— was  calculated  to  quiet  both  sides  tempo- 
rarily, and  enable  the  President  to  glide  safely  between  the 
dangerous  rocks. 

PARTY  OPPOSITION. 

The  "era  of  good  feeling"  that  dawned  upon  Monroe's 
administration  was  not  destined  to  last.  Under  the  present 
administration  the  old  party  spirit  and  party  names  were  re- 
vived with  increased  bitterness.  The  President  encountered 
a  constant  struggle  with  his  political  opponents,  the  national 
republicans,  the  anti-Masons,  the  United  States  Bank,  the 
nullificationists,  and  the  loose  constructionists  of  his  own 
party,  who  were  in  favor  of  protection  and  internal  improve- 
ments. He  was  successful  only  because  his  opponents  could 
not  unite  upon  any  single  line  of  policy,  and  because  he  was 
a  man  of  undoubted  sincerity,  to  whom,  contending,  as  he 
was,  against  great  odds,  there  would  conife  considerable  sup- 
port through  natural  sympathy. 

REMOVALS   FROM  OFFICE. 

President  Jackson  inaugurated  and  carried  out  what  is 
commonly  called  the  "spoils  system,"  from  an  expression 
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dropped  by  one  William  L.  Marcy,  a  senator  from  New  York, 
in  a  speech  urging  the  Senate  to  confirm  the  nomination  of 
Martin  Van  Biiren  as  minister  to  England.  In  the  course 
•of  his  speech  lie  said :  "  The  people  of  New  York  preach 
what  they  practice ;  wlien  they  are  contending  for  victory,  they 
avow  their  intention  of  enjoying  the  fruits  of  it.  If  they 
are  defeatc^d,  they  expect  to  retire  from  office.  If  they  are 
successful,  they  claim,  as  a  matter  of  right,  the  advantage  of 
success.  They  see  nothing  wrong  in  the  rule  that  to  the  vic- 
tors belong  the  spoils  of  the  enemy."  "To  the  victors  be- 
long the  spoils"  from  that  hour  to  this  has  been  the  inviola- 
ble law  of  American  politics.  Though  the  President  had, 
some  twelve  years  before,  counseled  James  Monroe,  in  a  pri- 
vate letter,  soon  after  his  inauguration  as  President,  "  to  ex- 
terminate that  monster  called  party  spirit;"  yet,  in  his  own 
administration  he  established  a  precedent,  which,  more  than 
anything  else,  is  calculated  to  keep  alive  party  spirit  and 
degrade  the  public  service.  He  removed  officials,  merely  be- 
cause they  diifered  from  him  in  their  political  views,  and  re- 
placed them  with  his  own  political  friends.  The  general 
alleged,  in  extenuation  of  his  j)olicy,  that  he  could  conduct 
the  government  better  by  the  aid  of  his  friends  than  by  that 
of  his  opponents,  remarking  that  he  was  "too  old  a  soldier 
to  leave  his  garrison  in  the  hands  of  his  enemies."  Collect- 
ors and  inspectors  of  customs,  surveyors  of  ports,  naval 
offi(;ers,  district  marshals  and  attorneys,  receivers  of  public 
moneys,  c()mj)trollers,  auditors,  registers  and  clerks  in  the 
executive  (lej)artinents  were  removed  indiscriminately,  and 
democrats  apj>ointed  in  their  places.  During  liis'  entire  ad- 
ministration the  number  of  removals  ran  up  to  six  hundred 
and  ninety.  In  comj)aris()n  with  this.  General  Washington, 
in  eight  years,  removed  nine  public  officers,  one  for  default ; 
John  Adams,  in  iour  years,  removed  ten,  one  for  default; 
Thomas  Jefferson,  in  eight  years,  removed  thirty-nine ;  James 
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Madisoo^  in  eight  years,  removed  five,  three  of  them  for  de- 
fiiult ;  John  Quinoy  Adams,  in  four  years,  removed  only  two, 
and  both  of  them  for  default.  The  national  republicans  op- 
posed this  policy,  and  passed  resolutions  condemning  it. 

Congress  met  December  7, 1829,  the  democrats  having  a 
Tircnty-flrst  Congress,  1  majority  in  both  branches.  In  his 
Fint  Session.  /  message  to  this  Congress  the  Presi- 

dent advised  a  change  in  the  mode  of  electing  the  President 
and  Vice-President,  so  as  to  have  the  people  vote  directly  for 
these  offices.  As  to  the  tariff*  he  did  not  give  a  distinct  enun- 
dation  of  his  views,  but  left  the  impression  that  he  would  be 
nn&vorable  to  protection.  With  reference  to  the  national 
bank  he  showed  clearly  that  he  doubted  the  constitutionality 
of  it,  by  suggesting  that  an  inquiry  be  made  into  the  ques- 
tion, and  also  the  advisability  of  renewing  its  charter.  He 
advised  retrenchment  and  reform  in  various  directions,  but, 
upon  the  majority  of  things  in  the  message,  Congress  was 
not  disiK)scd  to  act.  To  many  of  them  they  paid  no  atten- 
tion at  all.  This  shows  that  the  President,  from  the  very 
start,  did  not  have  the  entire  co-operation  of  his  own  party. 

THE   WEBSTER   AND   HAYNE   DEB>T3. 

It  was  during  this  session  that  the  "  Great  Debate  in  the 
Senate,"  between  Daniel  Webster,  of  Massachusetts,  and  Mr. 
Hayne,  of  South  Carolina,  occurred.  The  occasion  of  it  was 
a  resolution  offered  by  Mr.  Foot,  of  Connecticut,  in  the  Sen- 
ate, "  inquiring  into  the  expediency  of  suspending  the  sales 
of  public  lands."  From  this  apparently  harmless  resolution 
the  debate  branched  off*  in  every  direction,  embracing,  within 
its  range,  the  great  fundamental  principles  of  our  govern- 
ment. Prominent  among  them  was  the  relation  of  the  states 
to  the  federal  government.  Upon  this  question  Mr.  Hayne 
delivered  himself  very  fully,  taking  the  position  that  the  fed- 
14 
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eral  government  was  not  superior  in  authority  to  an  individ- 
ual state^  and  that  his  own  state  had  the  right  to  decide,  on 
its  own  responsibility,  a  law  of  Congress  to  be  unconstitu- 
tional.    This  doctrine  now  received  the  name  of  "  nullifica- 
tion.'^    Mr.  Hayne  declared  the  intention  of  South  Carolina 
to  interpose  her  protecting  power  against  the  federal  govern- 
ment whenever  the  latter  should  attempt  to  enforce  upon  her 
a  law  which  she  deemed  unconstitutional.     Against  the  legal- 
ity of  such  proceedings  upon  the  part  of  a  state  IVIr.  AVebster — 
argued  at  great  length.     The  supremacy  of  the  federal  gov — 
ernment  he  demonstrated  to  be  the  one  principle  which  must 
be  unquestioned,  if  we  would  preserve  our  institutions  and^ 
save  the  Union.     The  speeches  were  "  brilliant,  comprehen — 
sive,  and  eloquent."     The  part  which  Webster  took  in  th 
discussions  rendered  him  famous,  and  won  for  him  the  title  o 
"  Defender  of  the  Constitution.^' 

POCKET  VETO. 

Congress  paased  a  bill  at  this  session  authorizing  a  govern- 
ment subscrij)tion  to  the  stock  of  the  Maysville  Turnpike 
Road,  in  Kentucky.  Believing  that  Congress  had  transcendecB- 
her  power  in  passing  such  a  bill,  the  President  vetoeil  it-^ 
Two  days  before  adjourn mont  Congress  passed  two  other  bill=^ 
similar  to  tliis  one.  The  President  could  retain  them  by  la\v^ 
ten  days  before  affixing  his  signature.  This  he  did,  whid*- 
virtually  amounted  to  a  veto,  as  the  day  for  adjournment- 
came  before  the  ten  days  were  up.  This  was  afterward  re- — " 
ferred  to  as  tlio  "  pocket  veto,"  and  was  more  than  once  us< 
by  the  President  aftxirward.  Congress  adjourned  May  31 
1830. 

JACKSON   AXD   CALHOUN. 

At  his  inauguration  President  Jackson  expressed  hinisel 
Twenty-first  Congress,  1  in  favor  of  the  one-term  principles 
Second  Session.  /  and  aft;erward  recommended   a  con 


'  wtiftltional  ameudinent  to  that  effect.     Upon  this  annniince- 
luLQt  Mr.  Callioim  began  tn  lay  plans  for  the  election  of  him- 
self to  the  Presidency,  as  General  Jackson's  successor.     The 
two  men  were  not  in  harnaony  npon  all  the  prominent  ques- 
tions of  the   day,  and    parficnlarly   upon   the   state   rights 
.  qne»<tioD.     Mr.  Calhoun  represented  the  southern  idea,  and 
j    the  President  the  opposite.     On  April  13,  1830,  some  of  the 
I,    leading  democrats,  at  Washington,  gave  a  dinner  in  honor  of 
Jefferson's  birthday.     After  the  regular  toasts  were  f;;ivoo, 
'jriddi  had  been  eo  arranged  as  tu  hint  at  least  at  nullific&- 
tioif,  the  President  offered  a  volunteer  toast,  "Oar  Federal 
Uoion ;  iLmuet  be  preserred."    The  Vice-President,  Calhoon, 
in  retam,  oflered  one  to  "  Liberty,  dearer  than  Union."    This 
episode  called  the  attention  of  the  country  to  the  extent  in 
vhich  the  doctrine  of  nullification  was  held  among  the  demo- 
cratic leaders,  and  disclosed  the  fact  that  the  President  and  Vice- 
President  were  squarely  arrayed  on  this  question.     Mr.  Cal- 
houn had  secured  the  support  of  tlie  Telegraph,  the  administra- 
tion journal,  and  the  friendship  of  three  cabinet  officers,  and, 
in  March,  1831,  came  out  in  an  attack  upon  the  President, 
which  was  re-echoed  by  various  papers  throughout  the  coun- 
t»y,    fevorable  to  the  Calhoun  doctrine.     This   publication 
produced  a  rupture  between  the  general  and  Calhoun,  which 
Was  immediately  followed  by  a  reorganization  of  the  cabinet, 
%ti<)   the  establishment  of  The  Globe,  a  journal  in  the  inter- 
ests of  the  administration.     The  breaking  up  of  the  cabinet 
xvas   freely  denounced  by  the  opposition  and  the  friends  of 
^^r.  Calhoun 

In  his  message  to  this  Congress  the  President  again  spoke 
tvnfavorably  with  reference  to  the  bank,  and  argued  that 
OSoDgress  had  no  right  to  vote  appropriations  for  any  inter- 
nal improvements,  unless  of  such  a  character  as  to  benefit 
t.lie  country  at  large.     He,  however,  signed  a  harbor  improve- 
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ment  bill,  which  had  passed  both  Houses  by  very  large  ma- 
jorities.    Congress  adjourned  March  3,  1831. 

THE   NULLIFICATION   OR   CALHOUN   PARTY. 

In  1831,afler  the  rupture  between  Calhoun  and  the  Presi- 
dent, the  former  proceeded  with  his  work  of  organizing  a^ 
party  of  his  own  in  the  south,  which  should  elevate  him  to 
the   presidency.     He   traveled   tlirough    his   own  state  anA 
Georgia,  harranguing  the  people,  instigating  the  legislature^ 
to  resistance  of  the  tariff  laws,  and  advised  the  election  of 
Senator  Hayne  to  the  office  of  governor,  in  which  he  would 
be  in  a  position  to  carry  out  the  designs  of  Mr.  Calhoun  ii 
the  emergencies  contemplated.     The  latter,  in  his  speeches - 
continually  inveighed   against  the   President  and  Mr.  Vair 
Buren,  of  whom  he  continued  to  be  jealous.     Though  he  hac 
a  strong  following  in   South  Carolina,  and  throughout  th< 
south,  on  the  question  of  state  rights,  and  succeeded  in  get 
ting  his  nullification  ordinances  passed  in  his  own  state,  y< 
when  it  came  to  the  election  of  1832,  he  was  offered  only  th 
electoral  vote  of  South  Carolina,  which,  of  course,  he  dis 
dained  to  accept.     (Plate  VI.) 

LAND    PROCEEDS. 

In  1832,  an  attempt  was  made  to  pass  a  law  requiring  thr 
the  proceeds  from  the  sale  of  public  lands  be  distribute 
amon^  the  states.  It  did  not  receive  the  signature  of  the  e: 
eoutivo,  but  a  bill  providing  for  the  distribution  of  the  su 
plus  revenue  aniouij^  the  states  orijijinated  in  the  Stmate  ar 
became  a  law.  The  distribution  of  the  land  proceeds  amoL 
the  states  was  advocated  by  the  national  republican  and  t 
whig  party. 

ATTEM1*TED    RECIIARTKR   OF   THE   NATIONAL   BANK. 

Congress   met   December   5,  1831.     The  democrats  w 


^freotr- 
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¥ireat]r-seeond  Congress,  1  slightly  in  the  minority  in  the 
First  Seission.  )  Scnute,  and  hud  b  majority  of  one 

in  the  Hoiiao.  In  his  messi^e  to  this  Congress  the  President, 
£>r  the  third  time,  attoeked  the  n.ttioiial  bank.  Though  the 
bunk's  charter  had  yet  five  years  to  run,  it  felt  called  upon  to 
;l>egin  the  tight  and  madeapptiention  for  a  new  charter.  The 
;f  resident's  adherents  in  the  House  demanded  au  investigation 
Stito  the  af&irs  of  the  bank.  Fur  this  purpose  a  committee 
i-^as  appointed,  which  brought  in  two  reports,  a  majority  re- 
iNirt  approving  its  management,  and  a  minority  report  con- 
demning it.  After  a  lengthy  discussion  a  bill  to  renew  the 
^charter  passed  both  Houses,  but  was  vetoed  by  the  President 
(July  10, 11^32.  As  they  did  not  have  the  requisite  twn-tliirds 
majority  to  pass  it  over  his  veto  the  measure  fell  through. 

ISTERSAI.    IMPROVEMENTS. 

At  this  session  Congress  passed  and  the  President  signed 
«  bill  appropriating  $1,200,000  for  internal  improvements. 
Be  refused,  however,  to  sanction  another  measure  of  a  similar 
nature,  known  aa  the  "  harbor  bill." 

THE  TARIFF  OF  1832. 
Tlie  President  had  in  his  annual  message  recommended  a 
xeduction  of  the  tariff  on  im|>orts,  and  the  subject  was  referred 
to  the  committee  on  manufactures,  of  which  John  Quincy 
Jidams.was  chairman.  The  report  of  this  committee  on  the 
subject  repealed  the  tariff  act  of  1828  and  reduced  the  duties 
«n  some  leading  articles,  aa  iron  and  coarse  woollens.  It 
'was  expected  by  the  friends  of  protection  that  this  measure 
"vould  suit  the  discontented  element  in  the  south,  and  partic- 
ularly in  South  Carolina.  With  this  hope  Congress  passed 
the  bill  and  the  President  signed  it.  It  failed  in  this  design, 
however,  for  on  the  day  after  the  passage  of  the  bill  the  rep- 
resentatives of  South  Carolina  met  at  Washington  and  pub- 
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lished  au  address  upon  the  subject  of  tariff  in  which  they  urged 
resistance.  In  that  address  they  claimed  that  in  the  act  just 
passed  the  duties  upon  protected  articles  were  really  increased, 
while  the  decrease  was  made  only  in  duties  upon  unimported 
articles ;  that  the  burden  of  supporting  the  government  was 
thus  thrown  upon  the  southern  states,  while  the  other  states 
gained  more  than  they  lost  by  the  operations  of  this  system. 
The  address  closes  thus:  "They  will  not  pretend  to  suggest 
the  appropriate  remedy,  but  after  expressing  their  solemn  and 
deliberate  conviction  that  the  protecting  system  must  now  be  re- 
garded as  the  settled  policy  of  the  country,  and  that  all  hope  of 
relief  from  Congress  is  irrecoverably  gone,  they  leave  it  with 
you,  the  sovereign  power  of  the  state,  to  determine  whether 
the  rights  and  liberties  which  you  received  as  a  precious  in- 
heritance from  an  illustrious  ancestry,  shall  be  tamelv  surren- 
dered  without  a  struggle  or  transmitted  undiminished  to  your 
posterity." 

The  nomination  of  Martin  Van  Buren,  of  New  York,  as 
minister  to  England,  came  up  in  the  Senate  for  confirmation. 
It  was  rejected,  the  vote  being  arranged  so  as  to  give  the 
Vice-President  the  casting  vote,  which,  with  "vengeance,'' 
he  cast  in  opposition  to  the  nomination.  Congress  adjourned 
July  U,  1832. 

ELECTION   OF    1832. 

The   first   national   convention    ever  held   in  the   United 
States  was  that  of  the  anti-Masonic  party,  which  assembled 
in  Philadelphia,  September,  1830.     By  the  recommendatioa 
of  this  convention,  the  party  mot  in  convention  at  Baltimore^ 
September,  1831,  and  nominated  William  Wirt  for  President^ 
and  Amos  Ellmaker  for   Vice-President.     Their  mode    oF 
nominating  by  a   geniM^al    convention   was  followed    by  the^ 
other  parties.     The  national  republican  party  held  a  national 
convention    in    the   same   eitv   December   12,   1831.     Henrv^ 
Clay  and   John   Sergeant    were   nominated    by  a  unaniniou^^ 
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YOte.    They  adopted  no  platform  at  this  time,  but  in  the  fol- 
lowing May,  at  a  ratification  meeting  held  in  Washington, 
resolutions  were  adopted  &voring  a  protective  tariff,  internal 
improvements,  and  opposing  the  President's  '^removals/'  his 
abuse  of  power,  and  the  doctrine  that  ''to  the  victors  belong 
the  spoils."    In  March,  1832,  the  democratic  national  con- 
vention met  in  the  same  city,  and  confirmed  the  nomination 
of  Jackson,  which  had  been  made  in  1830,  by  the  New  York 
legislature.    They  nominated  Martin  Van  Buren,  of  New 
York,  for  Vice-President,    Preceding  the  vote  for  the  latter, 
it  was  resolved  ''  that  two-thirds  of  the  whole  number  of 
votes  in  the  convention  shall  he  necessary  to  constitute  a 
<5hoice.'*    This  was  the  origin  of  the  famous  two-thirds  rule, 
^o  platform  of  principles  was  adopted.    The  nullificationists' 
<^ndidate  was  John  C.  Calhoun,  nominated  by  the  legislature 
of  South  Carolina.     No  one  was  nominated  for  Vice-Presi- 
<[cnt,  and  no  declaration  of  principles  was  made.     General 
Jackson  was  re-elected,  receiving  two  hundred  and  nineteen 
-electoral  votes  out  of  three  hundred  and  sixteen. 

ANTI-SLAVERY    SOCIETY. 

During  the  administration  of  Andrew  Jackson,  the  slave 
"power  attained  the  zenith  of  its  supremacy.  The  arrogant 
«nd  threatening  attitude  it  assumed  aroused  the  abolition 
sentiment  in  the  north,  and  brought  out  in  organized  form 
the  power  destined  finally  to  overthrow  it.  Benjamin  Lundy, 
^  Quaker,  born  in  New  Jersey,  and  William  Lloyd  Garrison, 
born  in  Massachusetts,  were  two  of  the  pioneers  in  this 
movement.  By  their  publications  and  speeches  they  did  in- 
<!alculablc  service  to  the  cause  of  emancipation.  So  rapidly 
did  the  movement  spread  that  in  1833  they  were  enabled  to 
organize  the  American  anti-slavery  society.  It  gave  to  the 
•country  a  declaration  of  principles,  the  essence  of  which  was 
that  "slavery  is  a  crime,"  and  no   reasons  of  expediency 
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could  justify  its  perpetuation.  The  free  states  share  in  the- 
crime,  and  their  population  are  therefore  bound  to  take  ac* 
tion.    These  opponents  of  slavery  were  called  abolitionists. 

NULLIFICATION   ORDINANCE. 


Congress  met  December  3,  1832.     Immediately  after  the 
Twenty-second  Congress,  1  tariff  measure  of  the  first  sessio 
Second  Session.  J  of  this  Congress  was  passed,  and_ 

the  address  of  the  South  Carolina  representatives  at  Wash- 
ington sent  out,  meetings  were  held  all  over  that  state  de- 


nouncing the  tariff  and  pledging  persons  attending,  to  suppo 
the  state  government  in  any  measures  of  resistance  it  migh 
adopt.  The  nullifiers  gained  a  majority  in  both  houses  o 
the  state  legislature,  which  body  Governor  Hamilton  con 
vened  in  si)ccial  session  at  Columbia,  October  22,  1832.  Th 
first  thing  taken  up  was  the  tariff  question,  and  a  bill 
passed  authorizing  a  convention  to  meet  in  that  city  on 
19th  of  November  following.  This  convention  recommended- 
the  passage  of  an  ordinance  declaring  all  the  acts  of  Congre 
imposing  duties  on  imix)rted  goods,  and  more  especially  th 
laws  of  May  19,  1828,  and  July  14,  1832,  to  be  null  and  void 
within  the  state  of  South  Carolina.  It  further  provided  tha* 
no  a])i)eal  should  be  permitted  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  th 
United  States  on  any  question  concerning  the  validity  of  th 
ordinance,  or  of  tlie  laws  passed  to  give  effect  thereto.  1 1:^ 
also  prohibited  the  authorities  from  enforcing  the  i^iynien'ti' 
of  duties  within  the  state  from  and  after  the  1st  of  Februarv* 
1833.  The  legislature  passed  the  laws  required  by  this  ordi- 
nance soon  after  the  adjournment  of  the  convention.  This  \svi^ 
followed  by  a  proclamation  from  the  President,  in  which  ho- 
pronounced  against  the  action  of  Si)uth  Carolina,  expounds  1 
the  constitution  according  to  the  views  of  Webster,  and  ex  — 
pressed  his  determiniition  to  execute  the  laws  of  the  Unite«-l 
States.     As  a  specimen  of  the  style  and  spirit  of  this  procla- 


.  a?* 

,  take  the  fellowing :  "  I  consider,  then,  tlie  pbwar  to 
aanol  a  law  of  the-  U&ited  States,  assumed  by  one  state,  in- 
«eiipatiUe  utith  die  existencie  oi^  tJie  Uoiod,  contradicted  ex- 
pnaAy  hj  the  letter  of  Hie  oonatitatton,  unaathoriaed  t^  its 
^irit,  inconsistent  with  every  prinoi|de  on  which  it  was 
■fixuided,  and  destmctiTe  of  the  great  object  for  iriiioh  it  wss 
~  fiHued."  Id  South  Carolina  the  proclamation  was.  cbarao- 
toiied  as  "  the  edict  of  a  dictator."  The  Govenior  urged  tfie 
people  to  protect  die  liberty  of  the  state,  aad  Congress  em- 
poirered  Hie  President  to  employ  the  forces  oecesaary  to  in- 
sore  the  colleotioa  of  the  revenue.  Accordingly  he  occupied 
CSiarieston  harbor  with  a  naval  force  and  famished  goarda 
tar  the  protection  of  officials  engaged  in  the  cjillection  of  ^e 
revenue  under  the  tariff  of  1832.  Virginia,  at  this  juncture, 
offered  her  mediation.  During  this  time  there  waa  going  on 
in  Congress  a  prolonged  discussion  on  various  modifications 
of  the  tariff,  which  ended  in  tlie  passage  of  a  bill  known  as  the 
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championed  by  Henry  Clay.  It  provided  for  a  gradual  re- 
daction of  duties  till  June,  1842,  after  which  the  duties  on 
all  goods  were  to  be  20  per  cent.  This  put  to  rest  the  spirit 
of  nullification.  In  his  message  to  this  congress  the  Presi- 
dent renewed  his  attack  u|)on  the  United  States  l)ank,  and 
startled  Congress  and  the  country  by  expressing  doubts  con- 
cerning its  solvency.  He  recommended  that  United  States 
revenue  be  no  longer  deposited  in  the  bank,  and  that  the 
stock  belonging  to  the  United  States  be  sold.  The  friends 
of  the  bank,  in  Congress,  easily  defeated  both  these  proposi- 
tiooB.  .  Congress  adjourned  March  2,  1833,  and,  on  March  4, 
Jackson  and  Van  Buren  took  the  oath  of  office. 

REMOVAL   OF   DEPOSITS. 

The  Uw  of  1816,  creating  the  bank  of  the  United  States, 
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ordered  that  the  public  moneys  should  be  deposited  in  its 
vaults,  giving  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  power  to  remove 
the  funds  when  necessary,  he  being  required  to  lay  before 
Congress  his  reasons  therefor  immediately  afterward.  Deter- 
mined to  act  in  harmony  with  his  recommendation  to  the  last 
Congress,  he  order  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  to  remove 
the  deposits.  Upon  his  refusal  to  comply,  the  President  re- 
moved him,  and  appointed  William  J.  Duane,  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, in  his  place.  He  was  quite  as  unwilling  as  his  pred- 
ecessor to  comply  with  the  President's  request,  who,  after 
many  efforts  to  persuade  him,  announced  to  the  cabinet  his  deter- 
mined purpose  to  have  the  deposits  removed,  and  compelled 
Duane  to  resign.  His  successor  was  Roger  B.  Taney,  of 
Maryland.  He,  in  accordance  with  the  President's  decision, 
gave  the  necessary  orders  for  removal.  It  was  rather  a  ces- 
sation than  removal,  however,  as  the  previous  deposits  were 
left  in  the  bank  to  be  drawn  upon  till  exhausted.  This  act 
of  the  President  was  censured  by  the  entire  opposition  and 
many  of  his  political  friends.  Great  financial  distress  fol- 
lowed the  removal  of  the  deposits,  and  great  excitement  was 
created  throughout  the  country. 

STATK  BANKS. 

When  the  national  bank  ceased  to  be  the  place  for  deposit- 
injjc  the  public  moneys,  the  democrats  favored  the  use  of  state 
banks  as  depositories;  this  the  whigs  opposed,  and  advocated 
the  establishment  of  a  *^  sub-treasury,''  as  it  was  afterwards 
designated,  which  was  nothing  more  than  a  scheme  to  place 
the  public  moneys  in  the  custody  of  certain  iiiithful  agents 
appointed  by  the  secnvtary  of  the  treasury. 

KESOLUTION   OF   CENSURE. 

Congress  met  December  2,  1833.  In  the  message  to  this 
Twenty -third  Congress,  1  Congress,  and  in  the  report  of  the 
First  Session.  /  secn^tarv  of  the  treasury,  the  removal 
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1^  depoMts  ifu  defended.  In  the  8enBt«  resolatione  <xm^ 
denming  the  acdon  of  the  President  were  mtrodaoed  bj  Mr. 
Clay,  which,  after  being  debated  for  three  monthii,  wen 
pused.  l^e  second  resolution  declared  that  the  President 
in  remoring  &e  deposits,  "  had  assumed  apoa  himself  aa- 
Aori^aod  power  not  conferred  by  the  constitation  and  laws, 
bat  in  derogation  of  both."  These  resolution  were,  how- 
«v^,  tabled  in  the  House.  Congress  adjourned  June  30, 1834. 
Oongreas  met  December  1,  1834.  There  was  very  little 
TwMfy-tUrd  CoMgrea,  \  of  interest  done  this  session.  Some  ' 
SacMd  SenioB.  J  further  appropriations  were  voted 

Jbr  intemal  improvements,  and  regnlations  were  made  to  gov- 
«m  the  deposit  of  public  moneys  in  state  banks.  At  this ' 
session  the  sub-treasury  plan  was  voted  down.  Congress  ad- 
journed March  3,  1835. 

THE  WHia  PARTY. 
In  the  reconstruction  of  parties,  which  grew  out  of  the  in- 
tense politiciil  excitement  over  the  removal  of  the  "  deposits," 
there  resulted  the  formation  of  the  whig  party,  composed  of 
the  natioaal  republicans,  the  anti-Masons,  some  of  the  nulli- 
fiers,  and  many  democrats  who  were  displeased  with  the 
Jugh-handed  measures  of  the  President.     (Plate  VI,) 

LOCOFOCOS. 
In  1835,  in  the  city  and  county  of  New  York,  a  portion 
of  the  democrats  organized  themselves  into  the  "equal 
rights "  party.  At  a  meeting  in  Tammany  Hall  they  at- 
tempted to  embarrass  the  proceedings  of  the  democratic  nom- 
inating committee,  by  presenting  a  chairman  in  opposition  t» 
the  one  supported  by  the  regular  democrats.  Both  parties 
came  to  a  dead  lock,  and,  in  the  midst  of  great  confusion,  the 
committee  extinguished  the  lights.  The  equal  rights  men 
immediately  relighted  the  room  with  candles  and  locofoco 
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matches,  with  which  they  had  provided  themselves.  From 
this  they  received  the  name  of  locofocos,  a  designation  which, 
for  a  time,  was  applied  to  the  whole  democratic  party  by  the 
opposition.     (Plate  VI.) 

Congress  met  December  7, 1 835.  The  President  announced^ 
'Twenty-fourth  Congress,  1  in  his  message,  that  the  natiouaL 
First  Session.  /  debt  would  soon  be  paid  oiF.     A-_ 

long  debate  ensued  as  to  the  disposition  of  the  surplus  oC 
revenue,  which  would  arise  after  the  extinction  of  the  debt. 
An  act  was  finally  passed  which  provided  that  afler  Janyary^ 
1,  1837,  all  surplus  revenue  exceeding  $5,000,000  should  be^ 
divided  among  the  states  as  a  loan,  subject  to  recall  by  direc- 
tion of  Congress.     Congress  adjourned  July  4,  1836. 

ELECTION   OF    1836. 

The  democrats  met  in  national  convention  at  Baltimore,  in 
May,  1835,  and  nominated  Martin  Van  Buren  and  R.  M. 
Johnson.  The  whi^s,  in  convention  at  Albany,  New  York^ 
at  which  only  delegates  from  that  state  were  present,  nomi- 
nated William  Henry  Harrison  and  Francis  Granger.  Neither 
party  adopted  a  ])latf()rm.  The  nominations  at  Albany  were 
indorsed  by  a  great  many  whig  state  conventions  throughout 
the  country,  but  there  were  some  exceptions.  Daniel  Web- 
ster, II.  L.  White,  and  William  Smith  were  also  candidates. 
This  lack  of  unity  injured  the  chances  of  success  for  the  whig 
party.     Van  Buren  was  chosen  by  a  mere  popular  majority. 

SPECIE   CIRCULAR. 

As  a  consequence  of  the  fiill  of  the  United  States  bank,  a 
great  many  state  banks  sprung  up,  often  without  sufficient 
capital  to  meet  the  expected  need  of  j)a])er  money.  Their 
notes  were  used  very  largely  in  the  ])urchase  of  lands  from 
the  United  States.  This  paj)er  currency  was  of  doubtful 
worth,  and  to  prevent  the  accumulation  of  it  in  the  treasurv 


r 


Jackson's  administrations.  *J"21 

the  President  issued  his  "  specie  circular,"  which  required  the 
treasurer  to  receive  only  gold  and  silver  in  return  for  lands 
sold.  This  produced  a  great  revulsion  in  business^  and  cul- 
minated in  the  ''  panic  of  1837." 

TEXAS. 

OongresB  met  December  5^  1836.  A  resolution  was  passed 
Twenty-foarth  Congress,  1  recognizing  the  independence  of 
flecMld  Session.  /  Texas,  which  had  previously  been 

a  part  of  Mexico,  notwithstanding  the  President  in  his  mes- 
mge  had  advised  Congress  not  to  interfere  in  the  struggle. 

ANTI-SLAVERY  MAIL. 

The  war  which  the  abolitionists  were  making  upon  slavery 
mt  this  time  was  creating  great  excitement  north  and  south. 
In  1835  the  President  recommended  to  Congress  the  passage 
of  a  law  suppressing  the  circulation,  by  mail,  of  anti-slavery 
pablications  in  the  southern  states.  The  whigs  opposed  the 
kw  on  the  ground  that  it  invaded  the  sanctity  of  private  cor- 
respondence.   The  bill  offered  to  this  effect  was  rejected. 

THE   RIGHT  OF   PETITION. 

The  zeal  of  the  abolitionists  in  offering  petitions  to  Con- 
gress brought  up  the  question  of  the  right  of  petition.  The 
pro-slavery  men  argued  that  petitions  for  the  abolition  of 
slavery  should  not  be  received.  Before  leaving  office  Presi- 
dent Jackson  issued  a  farewell  address  to  the  American 
people.  Congress  adjourned  March  3, 1837,  and  on  March  4, 
Van  Buren  and  Johnson  took  the  oath  of  office.  During 
Jackson's  second  term  two  states  were  admitted  into  the 
Union,  as  follows:  Arkansas,  June,  1836,  and  Michigan, 
January,  1837. 
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1813-1829.— No  Platforms  by  either  Political  Party,  except  that  at 

Hartford  by  Federalists. 


1830.— ANTI-MASONIC  RESOLUTION, 

Philadelphia^  September. 

Besolved,  That  it  is  recommended  to  the  people  of  the  United  States,  op- 
posed to  secret  societies,  to  meet  in  convention  on  Monday,  the  26th  day 
of  September,  1831,  at  the  city  of  Baltimore,  by  delegates  equal  in  number 
to  their  representatives  in  both  houses  of  Congress,  to  make  nominations 
of  suitable  candidates  for  the  offices  of  President  and  Vice-President,  to 
be  supported  at  the  next  election,  and  for  the  transaction  of  such  other 
business  as  the  cause  of  anti-Masonry  may  require. 


1832.— NATIONAL  DEMOCRATIC  PLATFORM,  ADOPTED  AT  A 

RATIFICATION  MEETING 

At  Washington  Ciiy^  May  11, 

Resolved  J  That  an  adequate  protection  to  American  industry  is  indispens- 
able to  the  prosperity  of  the  country ;  and  that  an  abandonment  of  the 
policy  at  this  period  would  be  attended  with  consequences  ruinous  to  the 
best  interests  of  the  nation. 

Besoli'edy  That  a  uniform  system  of  internal  improvements,  sustained  and 
supported  by  the  general  government,  is  calcuhited  to  secure,  in  the  high- 
est degree,  the  harmony,  tlic  strength  and  permanency  of  the  republic. 

Re.soh'edy  That  the  indiscriminate  removal  of  public  officers  for  a  mere 
difference  of  political  opinion,  is  a  gross  abuse  of  power;  and  that  the  doc- 
trine lately  boldly  preached  in  the  Uniteil  »States  Senate,  that  "to  the  vic- 
tors belong  the  spoils  of  the  van(|uished,"  is  detrimental  to  the  interests, 
corrupting  to  the  morals,  and  dangerous  to  the  liberties  of  the  country. 


180().-"  LOCOFOCO"  PLATFORM. 

AVjr  }'(y/A',  January. 

We  hold  these  truths  to  l)e  self-evident,  that  all  men  are  created  free 
and  eipial;  that  they  are  endowed  by  their  Creator  with  certain  inalienable 
rights,  among  whieh  are  life,  liberty,  and  the  ])ursuit  of  happiness;  that 
the  true  foundation  of  repul)lican  government  is  the  equal  rights  of  every 
citizen  in  his  person  and  property,  and  in  their  management;  that  the 
idea  is  quite  unfcmnded  that  on  entering  into  society  we  give  up  any  nat- 
ural right;  that  the  rightful  power  of  all  legislation  is  to  declare  and  en« 
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iorce  only  our  natural  rights  antl  duties,  aiul  to  take  none  of  them  from 

«s ;  that  no  man  has  the  natural  right  to  commit  aggressions  on  the  equal 

rights  of  another,  and  this  is  all  from  which  the  law  ought  to  restrain  himi 

'Chat  every  man  is  under  the  natural  duty  of  contributing  to  the  necessities 

of  society,  and  this  all  the  law  should  enforce  on  him  ;  that  when  the  laws 

liave  declared  and  enforced  all  this,  they  have  fulfilled  their  functions. 

We  declare  unqualified  hostility  to  bank  notes  and  paper  money  as  a 
<;ircnlatiag  medium,  because  gold  and  silver  is  the  only  safe  and  constitu- 
tional currency ;  hostility  to  any  and  all  monopolies  by  legislation,  be- 
•<;aase  they  are  violations  of  equal  rights  of  the  people;  hostility  to  the 
•dangerous  and  unconstitutional  creation  of  vested  rights  or  prerogatives 
1>y    legislation,  because  they  are  usurpations  of  the  people's  sovereign 
Tights ;  no  legislative  or  otlier  authority,  in  the  body  politic,  can  right- 
"^ully,  by  charter  or  otherwise,  exempt  any  man  or  body  of  men,  in  any 
-^iSLne  whatever,  from  trial  by  jury,  and  the  jurisdiction  or  operation  of  the 
laws  which  govern  the  community. 

We  hold  that  each  and  every  law  or  act  of  incorporation,  passed  by  preced- 
ing legislatures,  can  be  rightfully  altered  and  repealed  b^  their  successors; 
mnd  that  they  should  be  altered  or  repealed,  when  necessary  for  the  public 
,  or  when  required  by  a  majpriiy  of  the  people. 


1836.— WHIG  RESOLUTIONS, 

Albany,  N,   K,  February  3, 

lUtolvtdy  That  in  support  of  our  cause,  we  invite  all  citizens  opposed  to 
Martin  Van  Buren  and  the  Baltimore  nominees. 

RcMilvfdy  That  Martin  Van  Buren,  l)y  intriguing  with  the  executive  to 
obtain  his  influence  to  elect  him  to  the  Presidency,  has  set  an  example 
dangerous  to  our  freedom  and  corrupting  to  our  frtn.^  institutions. 

Jlcj^vid^  That  the  support  we  render  to  William  IT.  Harrison  is  ]>y  no 
means  given  to  him  solely  on  account  of  his  l)rilliaiit  and  successful  ser- 
"vices  as  leader  of  our  armies  during  tlie  last  war,  ])ut  that  in  iiiin  we  view 
also  the  man  of  high  intellect,  the  stern  ])atri<>t,  uncfnitaminateil  by  the 
juachinerv  of  hackneyed  p(diti(!ians — a  man  of  the  school  of  Washington- 

J!rn'}hoI,  That  in  Francis  (iranger  we  recognize  one  of  our  most  distin- 
jruished  fellow-citizens,  whose  talents  we  admire,  whose  patriotism  we  trust, 
and  whose  principles  we  sanction. 


15 
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CHAPTER  XII. 

VAN  BUREN'S  ADMINISTRATION. 

1837-1841. 

president's   POLICY. 

Van  Buren  continued  Jackson's  cabinet,  and  promised  "to 
follow  in  the  footsteps  of  his  illustrious  predecessor."  The 
reduced  democratic  majority  in  the  non-slaveholding  states 
which  he  had  received,  made  it  apparent  that  a  re-election 
must  come,  if^at  all,  from  the  south.  He  improved  the  earl- 
iest opportunities  of  making  advances  in  that  direction,  and 
declared  that  he  "  went  into  the  Presidential  chair  the  inflexi- 
ble and  uncompromising  opponent  of  every  attempt  on  the 
part  of  Congress  to  abolish  slavery  in  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia, against  the  wishes  of  the  slaveholding  states ;  and,  with 
equal  determination,  he  would  resist  the  slightest  interfer- 
ence with  it  in  the  states  where  it  existed." 

PANIC  OF  '37. 

The  circumstances  attending  the  accession  of  the  new 
President  to  power  were  very  inauspicious.  The  doing  away 
with  the  United  States  bank,  and  the  making  of  gold  and 
silver  the  medium  of  exchange,  produced  a  money  pressure, 
which  culminated  in  May,  1837.  During  this  month  the 
banks  of  New  York  suspended  specie  payment.  Their  ex- 
ample was  followed  by  otli^r  banks  throughout  the  country. 
Commercial  distress  and  business  prostration  followed  imme- 
diately. Property  depreciated,  and  the  whole  country  was 
filled  with  distress  and  consternatioji.  This  condition  of 
things  was  the  more  embarrassing  to  the  new  administration. 
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because  it  had  grown  out  of  measures  enacted  and  sanctioned 
hj  the  previous  one,  to  the  continuation  of  which  Van  Buren 
liad  pledged  himself.  He  was  urged  to  repeal  the  specie  cir- 
cular, and  call  an  extra  session  of  Congress. 

Congress  met  September  4, 1837.  The  democrats  were  in 
Tweaty-flfth  Congress,  1  the  majority,  but  the  whigs  had  made 
Xxtn  Session.  f  great  gains.    James  K.  Polk,  of  Ten- 

nessee, was  elected  Speaker.  The  President,  in  his  message, 
"went  into  a  lengthly  discussion  of  the  causes  instrumental  in 
bringing  about  such  a  condition  of  ailairs,  and  held  that  the 
^vemment  should  not  attempt  to  interfere  directly  with  the 
^anic,  but  let  it  right  itself,  which  it  would  finally  do  more 
easily  and  satisfiictorily  than  could  be  done  in  any  other  way. 
Se  held  that  the  panic  was  due,  in  large  part,  to  the  over- 
condition  of  commerce  and  trade,  engendered  by 
excessive  issue  of  bank  paper,  previous  to  the  issuing  of 
tbe  ''  specie  circular,"  and  that  the  country  must  look  to  the 
^velopment  of  its  resources  as  a  means  of  bridging  over  the 
^nancial  distress.  He,  therefore,  refused  to  rescind  the 
^  specie  circular,"  but  proposed,  instead,  a 

SUB-TREASURY. 

This  plan  met  with  strong  opposition  from  the  wliigs,  and 
come  of  the  democrats,  the  hitter  assuming  the  title  of  "con- 
servatives," and,  as  a  rule,  voting  with  the  whigs  on  financial 
measures.  The  measure  establishing  the  sub-treasury,  though 
passed  in  the  Senate,  was  lost  in  the  House;  but  an  act  was 
passed  authorizing  the  issue  of  $10,000,000  in  treasury 
notes,  and  giving  merchants  further  time  on  their  revenue 
bonds.     Congress  adjourned  October  16. 

Congress  met  December  4,  1837.  The  bill  for  the  cstab- 
Twenty-flfth  Congress,  1  Hslnncnt  of  the  independent  treasury 
First  Session.  /  was  ajj^ain  recoinmended  by  the  Pres- 

ident, and  again  passed  in  the  Senate,  but  killed  in  the  House. 
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As  a  measure  of  relief  to  business^  a  joint  resolution  was 
passed,  authorizing  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  to  receive 
the  notes  of  six^cie-paying  banks  in  payment  for  public  lands. 
This  annulled  the  specie  circular. 

ANNEXATION   OF  TEXAS. 

During  this  session  a  bill  was  offered  by  Senator  Preston,  ^ 

of  South  Carolina,  which  proposed  as  follows:     ^^ Be  it  Ro-  — 

solved,  That  with  tlie  consent  of  the  said  state  previously  had,  ^  J 

and  whenever  it  can  be  etfected  consistentlv  with  the  faith  xi 

and  treaty  stipulations  of  the  United  States,  it  is  desirable  and  f  m 

expedient  to  re-annex  the  said  territory  to  the  United  States.'*  ^^' 

This  was  the  beginning  of  a  great  agitation,  involving  the  ex-  —  i 

tension  of  slavery  and  the  dangerous  supremacy  of  the  slave  -i*  ( 

power.     After  some  discussion  the  subject  wjis  laid  on  the  -!>  a 
table.     Congress  adjourned  July  9,  1838. 

STATE   BANK    DEPaSITORIES   VS.   SUB-TREASURY. 

In    the  course  of  the  controversies   upon  the   bank  and    .ffL^d 
financial    matters   generally,  it  will    be  observed    that  each    M'Wh, 

party  in  time  changed  its  position  and  involved  itself  in  incon ml- 

sistency.     The  whigs,  during  Jackson's  administration,  op "^> 

posed  the  use  of  >ftate  banks  as  depositories  for  government  '^  Jt 
monevs  and  favored  a  sub-treasiirv.  When  Van  Buren-^'-^'n 
recoininendiMl  the  latter  selieme  the  whigs  brought  all  their'j*     f 

inHuenee  to  b(\ir  against  it,  and  advocated  state  banks  as  do '^"' 

positories  instead.  In  Justification  of  this  change  of  ixisitioiw -H"  " 
they  argued  that  fVecjuent  changes  in  tlie  ])olicy  of  the  govern —  -^^" 
ment  were  more  injurious  than  the  "intrinsic  defects  of  any-^  ^)' 
particular  plan  of  finance."  Th(»  democrats,  who  were  sup—  ^  im- 
porting the  administration,  were  involved  in  the  same  ineoii-  ^  ^' 
sistency.  Under  Jackson's  last  term  thev  had  favored  X\\^  ^  ^^" 
state  bank  system,  while  now  they  were  arrayed  squarely  ^y 
agjiinst  it.     This  chang<»  the  people  could    not  understaniF'   -'/ 
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and,  as  a  oonsequenoe,  their  views  upon  the  question  were 
greatly  confused. 

THE  RIGHT  OP  PETITION. 

There  was  little  of  party  interest  occurred  this  session. 
Tvrent]r*flfUi  Gon^ress,  1  Congress  and  the  administration  ap- 
SeMBd  Session.  /  peared  disinclined  to  interfere  in  the 

£nancial  troubles  of  the  country,  which  tended  to  weaken  the 
democratic  party  in  its  hold  upon  the  people.    During  this 
session  the  question  of  the  **  right  of  petition/'  which  was 
sprung  in  Jackson's  administration,  came  up.    Mr.  Atherton 
reported  a  series  of  resolutions,  which  closed  with  the  pro- 
vision "  that  every  petition,  or  paper,  in  any  way  relating  to 
slavery,  as  aforesaid,  should,  on  presentation,  without  further 
action  thereon,  be  laid  on  the  table  without  being  debated  or 
referre<l."     This   was  adopted   by  majorities   ranging   from 
forty-eight  to  fifty-eight.     Since  the  question  had  bogurt  to  be 
agitated,  similar  resohitions  had  been  passed  at  three  other 
^ssions.     In  1840,  one  was  passed  by  a  majority  of  six,  and 
in  1845  the  rule  was  rescinded  and  Congress  "consented  to 
receive  and  treat  respectfully  all  petitions  on  the  subject  of 
slavery."     Congress  adjourned  March  3,  1839, 

THE   ABOLITIOX   PARTY. 

The  passage  of  resolutions  against  the  right  of  petition,  and 
the  strong  pressure  brought  to  bear  to  prohibit  anti-slavery 
literature  from  being  carried  in  the  mails,  aroused  quite  an 
excitement  in  the  north,  and  many  who  had  never  entertained 
any  sympathy  for  the  abolitionists  now  sided  with  them.  By 
this  means  they  grew  in  strength  till,  in  November,  1839,  they 
were  enabled  to  organize ;  which  they  did  at  Warsaw,  New 
York,  under  the  name  of  the  abolition  party.     (Plate  VI.) 

LIBERTY   PARTY. 

The  state  convention  of  the  New  York  abolitionists,  which 
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met  at  Arcade,  in  January,  1840,  issued  a  call  for  a  national 
convention,  to  meet  at  Albany,  to  consider  the  advisability  of 
forming  a  political  party  of  their  own.  The  anti-slavery 
leaders  generally  assumed  an  attitude  of  indifference  or  cool- 
ness towards  the  proposed  movement,  and  the  Massachusetts  . 
anti-slavery  society  issued  an  address,  in  which  it  took  strong 
grounds  against  it.  When  the  convention  met  there  were 
found  to  be  only  sevnmteen  delegates  present,  outside  of  New 
York.  Notwithstanding,  a  new  political  party  was  formed, 
and  the  name  "  Liberty  party "  adopted.  It  drew  strength 
from  both  democrats  and  whigs.     (Plate  VI.) 

Congress  met  December  2,  1839.  The  whigs  had  made 
Twenty-sixth  Congress,  1  great  gains,  and  were  quite  hopeful 
Fii*8t  Session.  /  of  having  a  majority  in  the  House. 

A  contest  arose  over  the  New  Jersey  delegation,  there  being 
five  whig  candidates  with  certificates  of  election,  and  five 
democrats,  contesting  their  claim  on  the  grounds  of  a  mis- 
count in  one  county.  *  The  congressmen  were  at  this  time 
chosen  on  a  general  ticket  by  the  whole  state.  The  question 
was  not  settled  until  March,  1840,  when  the  democratic  dele- 
gation was  admitted  to  their  seats.  This  session  is  noted  as 
being  the  one  in  which  the  independent  treasury  scheme  finally 
succeeded.  It  was  passed  by  both  Houses,  and  signed  by  the 
President.  This  completely  divorced  the  bank  and  state,  a 
thing  which  the  President  had  greatly  desired.  The  policy  of 
making  appropriations  for  internal  improvements  w^as  done 
awav  with  under  the  strict  constructionist  influence  of  the 
President.     Congress  adjourned  July  21,  1840. 

ELECTION   OF    1840. 

In  the  campaign  of  1840,  the  abolitionists  appeared  as  a 
distinctive  piiri\v.  At  their  convention  in  1839,  they  had 
nominated  Jam os  G.  Birnev  and  Francis  J.  Ijcmovne.  These 
nominations  wore  declined  ;  but  the  orjrani/^tion,  the  follow- 
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ing  year,  under  the  name  of  *Miberty   party,"  nominated 
James  G.  Birney  and  Thoma.s  Earle.     The  national  conven- 
tion of  the  whig  party  met  at  Harrisburg,  December  4, 1839, 
and   nominated  William  Henry  Harrison  and  John  Tyler. 
No  platform  was  adopted.     These  nominations  were  very 
popular.     The  democratic  national  convention  met  at  Balti- 
more, on  the  5th  of  May,  1840,  and  unanimously  nominated 
Mr.  Van  Buren  for  a  seoond  term,  leaving  to  the  states  the 
nomination  of  a  Vice-President.     They  adopted  a  platform, 
setting  forth  their  principles  in  plain  terms.     This  campaign 
was  one  of  unrivaled  enthusiasm.     The  whigs  made  the  de- 
feat of  Van  Buren  and  the  overthrow  of  his  policy  their 
chief  object.     The  President  was  held  up  before  the  people ; 
every  defalcation  on  the  part  of  government  officials,  all  the 
evils  that  grew  out  of  the  unfortunate  bauk  policy,  together 
with  alleged  exlravagance  in  the  expenditure  of  public  money, 
were  charged  upon  Mr.  Van  Bureu.    The  whigs  had  no  plat- 
form to  support,  and  made  no  attempts  to  defend  accusations 
against   their  candidates,   hence   their  fight  was  aggressive. 
Thev  brouirht  all  their  forces  to  bear  a<nunst  the  President's 
financial  policy,  the  sub-treasury  scheme,  the  suspension  of 
internal  improvements,  the  extravagant  expenditures  of  the 
Seminole  war,  and  the  re-election  of  a  President  for  a  second 
term.     General   Harrison  had  th(}  advantage  of  a  military 
reputation,  which  did  for  him  what  it  did  for  General  Jack- 
Son.     The  friends  of  Van  Buren  found  it  difficult  to  arouse 
entluisiasm  in  his  behalf.     The  result  was  the  election  of 
Genonil  Harrison  by  a  large  majority,  receiving  two  hundred 
and  thirtv-four  electoral  votes  to  sixty  cast  for  Van  Buren. 
Til  is  canvass  was  known  as  the  "  log  cabin  and  hard  cider 
oanipaign.'*     The  abolition  party  got  no  electoral  votes,  but 
J>ollcd  a  popular  vote  of  seven  thousand  six  hundred  and 
^ine. 
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Congress  met  December  7, 1840.  There  was  little  of  party 
Twenty-sixth  Congress,  1  interest  occurred  at  this  session. 
Second  Session.  /Congress  adjourned  March  3,  1841 , 

and  on  March  4  Harrison  and  Tyler  took  the  oath  of  office. 
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1839.— ABOLITION  RESOLUTION, 

Warsaw f  N,  F.,  November  IS. 

JUaolved,  That,  in  our  judgment,  every  consideration  of  duty  and  expe- 
diency  which  ought  to  control  the  action  of  Christian  freemen,  requires  of 
the  abolitionists  of  the  United  States  to  organize  a  distinct  ancTindepend- 
ent  political  party,  embracing  all  the  necessary  means  for  nominating  can- 
didates for  office  and  sustaining  them  by  public  suffrage. 


1840.— DEMOCRATIC  PLATFORM, 

Baltimore^  May  5. 

Re»olvedf  That  the  federal  government  is  one  of  limited  powers,  derived 
solely  from  the  constitution,  and  the  grants  of  power  shown  therein  ought 
to  be  strictly  construed  by  all  the  departments  and  agents  of  the  govern- 
ment, and  that  it  is  inexpedient  and  dangerous  to  exercise  doubtful  con- 
stitutional powers. 
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2.  Resolvedy  That  the  constitution  does  not  confer  upon  the  general  gov- 
ernment the  power  to  commence  and  carry  on  a  general  system  of  internal 
improvements. 

3.  Resolved,  That  the  constitution  does  not  confer  authority  U]K)n  the 
federal  government,  directly  or  indirectly,  to  assume  the  debts  of  the  sev- 
eral states,  contracted  for  local  internal  improvements  or  other  state  pur- 
poses; nor  would  such  assumption  be  just  or  expedient. 

4.  Biitolved,  That  justice  and  sound  jwlicy  forbid  the  federal  government 
to  foster  one  branch  of  industry  to  the  detriment  of  another,  or  to  cherish 
the  interests  of  one  portion  to  the  injury  of  another  portion  of  our  com- 
mon country — that  every  citizen  and  every  section  of  the  country  has  a 
right  to  demand  and  insist  upon  an  equality  of  rights  and  privileges,  and 
to  complete  and  ample  protection  of  persons  and  property  from  domestic 
violence  or  foreign  aggression. 

5.  Resolvedy  Tliat  it  is  the  duty  of  every  branch  of  the  government  to 
enforce  and  practice  the  most  rigid  economy  in  conducting  our  public  af- 
fairs, and  that  no  more  revenue  ought  to  be  raised  than  is  required  to  de- 
fray the  necessary  expenses  of  the  government. 

6.  Eesoh^dy  That  Congress  has  no  power  to  charter  a  United  States 
b^nk;  that  we  believe  such  an  institution  is  one  of  deadly  hostility  to  the 
best  interests  of  the  country,  dangerous  to  our  republican  institutions  and 
the  Iil)erties  of  the  people,  and  calculated  to  place  the  business  of  the 
country  within  the  control  of  a  concentrated  money  power,  and  above  the 
laws  and  the  will  of  the  people. 

7.  ReAolvaiy  'l^iat  Congress  has  no  power,  under  the  constitution,  to  inter- 
fere with  or  control  the  domestic  institutions  of  the  several  states;  and 
that  such  states  arc  the  sole  and  proper  judges  of  everything  pertaining  to 
their  own  affairs,  not  prohibited  by  the  constitution;  that  all  efforts,  by 
abolitionists  or  others,  miide  to  induce  Congress  to  interfere  with  questions 
of  slavery,  or  to  take  in(*ipiont  steps  in  relation  thereto,  are  calculated  to 
lead  to  the*niost  alarming  and  dangerous  consequences,  and  that  all  such 
efforts  have  an  inevitable  tendency  to  diminish  the  hai)piness  oi  the  {hx>- 
ple,  and  endanger  the  stability  and  permanence  of  the  Union,  and  ought 
not  to  be  counl)enanced  by  any  friend  to  our  political  institutions. 

8.  Kfwhrd,  That  the  separation  of  the  moneys  of  the  government  from 
bankini;:  institutions  is  indispensal)le  for  the  safety  of  the  funds  of  the  gov- 
ernment and  the  rights  of  tlie  people. 

9.  Rt'A)lred,  That  the  lil)eral  principlcM*  embodied  by  Jefferson,  in  the 
declaration  of  independence,  and  sanctioned  in  the  constitution,  which 
makes  ours  the  land  of  liberty  and  the  asylum  oi  the  oppressed  of  every 
ration,  have  ever  been  cardinal  principles  in  the  democratic  faith;  and 
every  attempt  to  abridge  the  present  privilege  of  becoming  citizens,  and 


YAK  BUREK's  ABMINISTBATION. 


236 


tbm  ownem  of  the  soil  among  us,  ought  to  he  resisted  with  the  same  spirit 
vhfch  swept  the  alien  and  sedition  laws  from  our  statute  book. 

Wkenoi,  Several  of  the  states  which  have  nominated  Martin  Van  Bnien 
as  a  candidate  for  the  presidency,  have  put  in  nomination  different  indi- 
Tidoals  as  candidates  for  Vice-President,  thus  indicating  a  diversity  of 
opinion  as  to  the  person  best  entitled  to  the  nomination ;  and  whereas, 
some  of  the  said  states  are  not  represented  in  this  convention ;  therefore, 

Beaobfed,  That  the  convention  deem  it  expedient  at  the  present  time  not 
to  choose  between  the  individuals  in  nomination^  but  to  leave  the  decision 
to  their  republican  fellow-citisens  in  the  several  states,  trusting  that  be- 
fore the  election  shall  take  place,  their  opinions  will  become  so  ooncen- 
teated  aa  to  secure  the  choice  of  a  Vice-President  by  the  electoral  oolkge. 
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CHAPTER  XIII. 
HARRISON  AND  TYLER'S  ADMINISTRATIONS. 

1841-1845. 

president's  policy. 

The  whig  party  came  into  power  without  any  well-definod 
principles,  other  tlian  their  opposition  to  the  preceding  ad- 
ministration and  its  measures.  The  party  itself,  in  fact,  was 
composed  of  heterogeneous  elements,  and  the  convention 
which  nominated  General  Harrison  wisely  omitted  the  adop- 
tion of  a  platform.  He  himself,  though  for  a  long  time  in 
public  life,  as  a  member  of  Congress,  a  senator,  and  governor 
of  the  territory  of  Indiana,  had  not  played  a  conspicuous  ]>art 
in  the  discussion  of  political  measures.  During  the  camjxiigu 
his  friends  paid  no  attention  to  charges  brought  against  him 
by  the  oj^position,  l)ut  concentrated  tht'ir  forces  in  an  offen- 
sive warfare.  They  relied  upon  the  brilliant  military  record 
and  the  "sublime  personal  honor'*  of  their  c^mdidate,  and  in 
this  thev  were  not  deceived.  The  crv  of  *^  Harrison  and  Re- 
form"  spread  to  all  sections  of  the  L^nion,  and  swept  away, 
as  by  a  tide*,  the  party  in  power.  In  his  inaugural  the  Pres- 
ident set  forth  what  he  conceived  to  be  the  constitutional 
powers  of  the  various  branches  of  the  gov(?rnment ;  the  nature 
and  use  of  the  veto  power;  the  necessity  of  preserving  invio- 
late the  freedom  of  the  j)ress,  and  of  the  imj)racticabilitv  of 
an  exclusive  metallic  currency.  Hi*  pronounced  himself  from 
the  first  as  in  favor  of  the  one-term  principle. 

THE    PUF.SIDENT's    DEATH. 

On  March  17  the  President,  by  proclamation,  summoned 
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Congress  to  meet  May  31,  for  the  consideration  of  the  finan- 
cial difficulties  of  the  government.  Before  the  time  arrived 
Harrison's  death  occurred,  April  4, 1841.  This  sad  calamity 
made  a  very  deep  impression  throughout  the  whole  country. 
Being  the  first  President  to  die  in  office,  the  provisions  of  the 
constitution,  transferring,  in  such  an  emergency,  the  functions 
of  the  President  to  the  Vice-President,  were  put  to  a  practical 
test  for  the  first  time.  Mr.  Tyler  was  officially  informed  of 
the  event  by  a  letter  from  the  cabinet,  and  at  once  started  fi^r 
Washington,  where  he  arrived  on  the  6th,  and  took  the  usual 
oath  of  office.    General  Harrison's  cabinet  was  retained. 

.   Tyler's  inaugural  address. 

The  President's  inaugural  was  an  address  of  condolence  to 
the  country,  in  which  he  sanctioned  the  call,  by  his  predeces- 
sor, of  an  extra  session  of  Congress,  and  announced  his  inten- 
tion to  carry  out  the  will  of  the  people  in  their  election  of 
<jrencral  Harris6n. 

REPEAL  OF  THE  SUB-TREASURY  ACT. 

Congress  met  May  31,  1841,  the  whigs  having  a  majority 
Twenty-seventh  Congress,  1  in  both  branches.  A  bill  for  the 
Extra  Session.  /  rejwal  of  the  sub-treasury  passed 

both  houses,  and  was  signed  by  the  President.  It  prohibited 
any  officer  having  charge  of  public  revenue  from  investing 
the  fund  or  devoting  it  to  his  own  use. 

In  his  message  to  Congress,  the  President  set  forth  the 
embarrasse<l  condition  of  the  treasury  and  the  urgent  neces- 
sity for  s[)eedy  relief;  but  he,  at  the  same  time,  pointed  to 
the  fiict  that  the  ])eopre  had  successively  condemned  the  bank 
of  the  United  States,  the  state  deposit  system,  and  the  sub- 
trciLSurv  law  as  schemes  of  national  finance.  He  deferred  to 
the  judgment  of  the  immediate  representatives  of  the  people 
on  this  question,  and  promised  acquiescence  in  any  action 
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they  might  decide  upon.  Jn  compliance  with  the  desire  of 
Mr.  Tyler,  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  submitted  to  Con- 
gress a  plan  of  a  bank,  which  specified  that  the  institution 
should  be  called  "The  Fiscal  Bank  of  the  United  States."  A 
bill,  in  accordance  with  this  plan,  which  was  devoid  of  many 
of  the  objectionable  features  of  the  old  United  States  bank, 
was  passed  by  both  houses.  The  bill  was  returned  with  a 
veto  message.  The  President's  objection  was  that  the  powers 
granted  to  the  bank  were  such  as  he  and  a  majority  of  the 
people  believed  to  be  unwise  and  unconstitutional.  This  was 
surprising,  and,  under  the  circumstances,  inexplicable,  to  the 
whigs.  The  party  leaders,  eager  to  avoid  the  disaster  of  a 
rupture  with  the  President,  asked  from  him  an  outline  of 
such  a  bill  as  he  would  approve.  This  request  was  complied 
with,  and  Congress  fmmed  and  |)assed  a  bill  drawn  according 
to  his  own  suggestions ;  but  it  was  vetoed,  September  9,  six 
days  after  it  passed  the  Senate. 

. 

RUPTURE   BETWEEN   THE   PRESIDENT  AND  THE   WHIGS. 

This  action  of  the  President  produced  great  indignation  on 
the  part  of  the  wliigs:  All  the  members  of  the  cabinet  re- 
signed, exc(»pt  Mr.  Webster.  Tyler  was  denounced  every- 
where as  a  traitor  to  the  party  which  elected  him.  In  defense 
of  his  course  it  was  answered  that  the  bank  question  had  not 
been  a  party  question  in  the  campaign,  and  he  was  not,  there- 
fore, l)ound  to  any  specific  position  with  regard  to  it.  At  the 
close  of  the  session  seventy  whigs  signed  a  manifesto,  declar- 
ing that  ^*  from  that  day  forth  all  political  connection  between 
them  and  John  Tyler  was  at  an  end.''  This  declaration,  on 
the  part  of  the  whiij^s,  threw  him  upon' the  democrats  for  suj>- 
port,  but,  from  this  source,  no  support  came,  only  so  far  as 
party  interests  might  be  subserved  thereby.  Congress  ad- 
journed September  13,  1841. 
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TARIFF   OF    1842. 

Congress  met  December  6,  1841.  The  principal  thing  of 
Twenty-seventh  Congress,  1  this  session  was  the  passage  of  a 
First  Session.  J  law  imposing  tariff  on  imports. 

The  compromise  act  of  1833  reduced  our  manufactories  to  a 
languishing  condition,  while  the  government  revenues  were 
less  than  the  expenses.  Several  bills  were  drafted,  and  the 
main  question  in  them  all — the  ^increase  of  duties — elicited  a 
violent  discussion  on  both  sides,  which  revived  many  of  the 
scenes  of  1833.  The  whig  majority,  at  length,  passed  a  bill 
continuing,  for  the  present,  the  duties  under  the  tariff  law  of 
'33,  according  to  which  protection  was  to  cease  after  1842, 
and  providing  for  the  distribution  of  any  surplus  revenue 
anion ci:  the  states.  This  was  vetoed  l)v  the  President.  The 
bill,  with  the  clause  pr()vidin<i;  for  tlie  distribution  of  surplus 
revenue  left  out,  was  returned  to  him,  and  he  signed  it  Au- 
gust 30,  1842.     Congress  adjourned  August  31,  1842. 

Congress  met  December  5,  1842.  The  session  was  marked 
Tweuty-seventh  Congress,  \  by  nothing  of  party  interest.  The 
Second  Session.  J  an ti -slave r)»  whigs  wTre  prepar- 

ing to  meet  the  question  of  tlie  annexation  of  Texas,  by 
working  up  the  people  of  the  north  against  it.  They  de- 
clared, in  an  address  issued  to  the  public,  that  it  would  result 
in,  and  justify,  a  dissolution  of  the  Union.  Congress  ad- 
journed March  3,  1843. 

THE    NATIVE    AMERICAN    PARTY. 

This  party  was  organized  in  1843,  and  operated  principally 
in  large  cities.  The  organization  was  occasioned  by  the  great 
inflow  of  foreigners  to  the  city  of  New  York,  and  held  up 
as  its  distinctive  principles  opi)Osition  to  Catholicism  and 
the  election  to  ollice  of  men  born  in  a  foreign  country. 
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HUNKERS   AND   BARNBURNERS. 

In  1843,  the  democrats  in  the  legislature  of  New  York  di- 
vided on  minor  questions,  one  faction  receiving  the  name  of 
"  liberals."  The  breach  thus  begun  widened  till  alienation 
between  the  factions  became  complete.  Several  years  passed 
before  a  name  was  given  to  each  division.  In  Polk's  admin- 
istration the  "  liberals  "  were  called  "  barnburners  "  and  the 
•other  wing  "  hunkers." 

Congress  met  December  4j  1843.  The  House  was  demo- 
Twenty-eiffhth  Con/?ress,  1  cratic,  and  the  Senate  whig.  The 
First  Session.  J  President,  in  his  message  to  Con- 

gress, had  recommended  appropriations  for  internal  improve- 
ments for  the  western  states.  Accordingly,  two  bills  were 
passed,  the  eastern  and  the  western  harbor  bill.  The  former 
was  vetoed,  but  the  latter  was  signed.  The  Senate  rejected 
a  treaty  by  a  vote  of  thirty-five  to  sixteen,  which  the  admin- 
istration had  concluded  with  Texas,  providing  for  annexation. 
Congress  adjourned  June  17,  1844. 

ELECTION    OF    1844. 

The  lil)orty  party  met  in  national  convention  at  Buffalo, 
New  York,  August,  1«S43,  and  nominated  James  G.  Birney 
and  Thomas  Morris  as  their  candidates.  They  adopted  a 
lengthy  platform,  'Slenouneing  slavery,  and  calling  upon  the 
free  states  ior  penal  laws  to  stop  the  return  of  fugitive  slaves.'* 

The  whig  convention  was  held  in  Baltimore,  May  1,  1844. 
Henry  day,  of  Kentucky,  and  Tiieodore  Frelinghuysen,  of 
New  York,  were  nominated.  They  adopted  a  loose  con- 
structionist platform,  advocating  a  *^  national  currency,  a  pro- 
tective taritf,  and  a  distribution  of  surplus  revenue  among 
the  states.'^  Tlie  position  of  Mr.  Clay  on  the  question  of 
annexation  tended  to  alienate  from  his  support  some  of  the 
ultra  whigs  at  the  south,  but  the  ticket  was  generally  received 
with  enthusiasm. 
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The  democratic  party  held  their  national  convention  at 
Baltimore,  also,  May  27,  1844.  The  ticket  nominated  was 
James  K.  Polk,  of  Tennessee,  and  Silas  Wright.  The  latter 
declined,  and  George  M.  Dallas,  of  Pennsylvania,  was  put  in 
his  place.  They  adopted  a  strict  constructionist  platform, 
advocating  the  re-occupation  of  Oregon  and  the  annexation 
of  Texas.  The  nomination  of  Mr.  Polk  united  the  demo- 
cratic party,  so  that  it  presented  a  strong  front  to  its  oppo- 
nents, among  whom  there  was  a  lack  of  harmony.-  Many 
whigs  at  the  north  were  hostile  to  the  annexation  of  Texas 
and  the  system  of  slavery,  while  at  the  south  they  were  in 
favor  of  both.  Thus  both  the  liberty  and  democratic  parties 
drew  strength  from  this  source.  Mr.  Tyler  was  nominated 
by  a  convention  of  oflBce-holders,  but  finding  that  the  move- 
ment did  not  meet  with  popular  favor,  he  withdrew  in  favor 
of  Polk.  The  latter  was  elected  by  a  good  majority,  receiv- 
ing one  hundred  and  seventy  electoral  votes  to  one  hundred 
and  five  cast  for  the  whigs.  In  many  states,  however,  the 
vote  was  close  ahd  indecisive  for  several  days  after  the  elec- 
tion. The-  abolition  or  liberty  party  could  have  turned  the 
scale  in  several  states  and  chosen  Clay  electors ;  but  Clay. had 
alienated  them  from  him  by  trying  to  conciliate  southern 
democrats  on  the  annexation  question.  He  expressed  him- 
self as  in  favor  of  it  on  certain  conditions;  but  as  Polk  was 
the  representative  of  immediate  and  unconditional  annexa- 
tion, he  carried  the  entire  strength  of  his  party,  and  many 
whig  votes  besides. 

ANNEXATION   OF  TEXAS. 

Congress  met  December  2,  1844.  A  bill  was  introduced 
Twenty -eighth  Congress,  1  at  this  session  providing  for  the 
Seeond  Session.  /  establishment  of  a  territorial  gov- 

ernment in  Oregon.     The  bill  passed   the  House  with  an 
16 
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amendment  prohibiting  slavery.  It  was  lost  in  the  Senate. 
The  greater  part  of  the  time  of  this  session  was  taken  up  in 
the  discussion  of  the  Texas  question.  The  President,  in  his 
message,  committed  himself  to  its  annexation,  and  expressed 
a  determination  to  resort  to  coercive  measures  to  stop  the 
long-continued  wars  between  that  territory  and  Mexico.  A 
treaty  was  consummated  on  the  r2th  of  April  between  the  sec- 
retary of  state  and  Mr.  Van  Zandt,  the  representative  at 
Washington  of  the  Texan  government.  This,  as  we  have 
seen,  was  rejected  by  the  Senate  at  the  last  session.  The 
measure  wiis  advocated  by  the  democrats,  and  opposed  by  the 
whigs,  though  there  were  some  on  both  sides  that  did  not 
go  with  their  party.  The  question  involved  was  really  the 
supremacy  of  the  soutli  and  the  slaveholding  power  in  the 
Union.  A  number  of  propositions  prohibiting  slaver\'  in 
Texas  were  voted  down.  A  joint  resolution  to  annex  Texas 
was  passed  by  both  houses,  and  signed  by  the  President  on 
the  last  day  of  his  official  life.  The  resolution  prohibited 
slavery  in  states  formed  from  the  territory  of  Texas,  north  of 
the  Missouri  Compromise  line,  36°  30'  north  latitude,  and  left 
it  to  the  people  themselves  whether  slavery  should  exist  in 
states  formed  south  of  it.  Thus  Texas  became  a  state. 
Florida  was  admitted  into  the  Union,  also,  March  3,  1845. 
On  this  day  Congress  adjourned,  and  on  March  4,  Polk  and 
Dallas  took  the  oath  of  office. 
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1843.— LIBERTY  PLATFORM, 

Btiffoloj  Autpist  30. 

1.  Ii*\*ohrff,  That  human   ln\>thorh<>0(l  is  a  cardinal  principle  of  t 
democracy,  as  well  as  of  pure  C  hristianity,  which  spurns  all  inconsist 
limitations;  and  neither  tlie  political  party  which  repudiates  it.  nor 
])oIitical  system  which   is  not  based  upon  it,  can  be  truly  democratic 
permanent. 

2.  7?<Wr'.v/,  That  the  liberty  party,  placing  itself  upon  this  broad  p 
ciple,  will  demand   the  absolute  and   unqualifie<l  divorce  of  the  gen- 
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• 

gOTenunent  f^m  slavery,  and  also  the  restoration  of  equality  of  rights 
amoDg  men,  in  every  state  where  the  party  exists,  or  may  exist 

3.  Beaohedf  That  the  liberty  party  has  not  been  organised  for  any  tem- 
porary purpose  by  interested  politicians,  but  has  arisen  from  among  the 
people,  in  consequence  of  a  conviction,  hourly  gaining  ground,  that  no 
other  party  in  the  country  represents  the  true  principles  of  American  lib- 
erty, or  the  true  spirit  of  the  constitution  of  the  United  States. 

4.  Beaohedf  That  the  liberty  party  has  not  been  organised  merely  for 
the  overthrow  of  slavery ;  its  first  decided  effort  must,  indeed,  be  directed 
against  slaveholding  as  the  grossest  and  most  revolting  manifestation  of 
despotism,  but  it  will  also  carry  out  the  principle  of  equal  rights  into  all 
ite  practical  consequences  and  applications,  and  support  every  just  meas- 
ure conducive  to  individual  and  social  freedom. 

&  Bemdved,  That  the  liberty  party  is  not  a  sectional  party,  but  a  na- 
tional party ;  was  not  originated  in  a  desire  to  accomplish  a  single  object, 
but  in  a  comprehensive  regard  to  the  great  interests  of  the  whole  country ; 
is  not  a  new  party,  nor  a  third  party,  but  it  is  the  party  of  1776,  reviving 
the  principlesof  that  memorable  era,  and  striving  to  carry  them  into  prac- 
tical applicntion. 

6.  RewlveH,  That  it  was  understood  in  the  times  of  the  declaration  and 
the  constitution,  that  the  existence  of  slavery  in  some  of  the  states  was  in 
derogation  of  the  principles  of  American  liberty,  and  a  deep  stain  upon 
the  character  of  the  country,  and  the  implied  faith  of  the  states  and  the 
nation  was  pledged  that  slavery  should  never  be  extended  beyond  its  then 
existing  limits,  but  should  be  gradually,  and  yet,  at  no  distant  day, 
wholly  abolished  by  state  authority. 

7.  Rewired,  That  the  faith  of  the  states  and  the  nation  thus  pledged, 
was  most  nobly  redeemed  by  the  voluntary  abolition  of  slavery  in  several 
of  the  states,  and  by  the  adoption  of  the  ordinance  of  1787,  for  the  govern- 
ment  of  the  territory  northwest  of  the  river  Ohio,  then  the  only  territory 
in  the  United  States,  and,  consequently,  the  only  territory  subject,  in  this 
respect,  to  the  control  of  Congress,  by  which  ordinance  slavery  was  forever 
excluded  from  the  vast  regions  which  now  compose  the  states  of  Ohio,  In- 
diana, Illinois,  Micliigan,  and  the  territory  of  Wisconsin,  and  an  incapac- 
ity to  bear  up  any  other  than  freemen  was  impressed  on  the  soil  itself. 

8.  RcMlpedf  That  the  faith  of  the  states  and  nation  thus  pledged,  has 
been  shamefully  violated  by  the  omission,  on  the  part  of  many  of  the 
states,  to  take  any  measures  whatever  for  the  abolition  of  slavery  within 
their  re8j)ective  limits;  by  the  continuance  of  slavery  in  the  District  of 
Columbia,  and  in  the  territories  of  Louisiana  and  Florida;  by  the  legisla- 
tion of  Congress;  by  the  protection  afforded  by  national  legislation  and 
negotiation  to  slaveholding  in  American  vessels,  on  the  high  seas,  em- 
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ployed  in  the  coastwise  slave  traffic ;  and  by  the  extension  of  slavery  far 
beyond  its  original  limits,  by  acts  of  Congress  admitting  new  slave  states 
into  the  Union. 

9.  Resolcedj  That  the  fundamental  truths  of  the  declaration  of  independ- 
ence, that  all  men  are  endowed  by  their  Creator  with  certain  inalienable 
rights,  amonj^  which  are  life,  liberty,  and  the  pursuit  of  ha]ipines8,  was 
made  tlic  fundamental  law  of  our  national  government,  by  that  amend- 
ment of  the  constitution  which  declares  that  no  person  shall  be  deprived 
of  life,  liberty,  or  property,  without  due  process  of  law. 

10.  Rcsolvedy  That  we  recognize  as  sound  the  doctrine  maintained  by 
slaveholding  jurists,  that  slavery  is  against  natural  rights,  and  strictly 
local,  and  that  its  existence  and  continuance  rests  on  no  other  support 
than  state  legislation,  and  not  on  any  authority  of  Congress. 

11.  Eesolvedy  That  the  general  government  has,  under  the  constitution, 
no  power  to  establish  or  continue  slavery  anywhere,  and  therefore  that  all 
treaties  and  acts  of  Congress  establishing,  continuing  or  favoring  slavery 
in  the  District  of  Columbia,  in  the  territory  of  Florida,  or  on  the  high 
seas,  are  unconstitutional,  and  all  attempts  to  hold  men  as  property  within 
the  limits  of  exclusive  national  jurisdiction  ought  to  be  prohibited  by  law. 

12.  Remlvedy  That  the  provision  of  the  constitution  of  the  United  States 
which  confers  extraordinary  political  jx)wers  on  the  owners  of  slaves,  and 
thereby  constituting  the  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  slaveholders 
in  the  slave  states  a  privileged  aristocracy ;  and  the  provision  for  the 
reclamation  of  fugitive  slaves  from  service,  are  anti-republican  in  their 
character,  dangerous  to  the  liberties  of  the  people,  and  ought  to  be  abro- 
gated. 

13.  R*:solv€d,  That  the  practical  operation  of  the  second  of  these  provis- 
ions, is  seen  in  the  enactment  of  the  act  of  Congress  respecting  persons  es- 
caping from  their  masters,  which  act,  if  the  construction  given  to  it  by 
the  Supreme  C^>urt  of  the  United  States  in  the  case  of  Prigg  vs.  Pennsyl- 
vania be  correct,  nullifies  the  habeas  corpus  acts  of  all  the  states,  takes 
away  the  whole  legal  security  of  j>ersonal  freedom,  and  ought,  therefore, 
to  be  immediately  repealed. 

14.  Rt'solved,  That  the  peculiar  patronage  and  support  hitherto  extended 
to  slavery  and  slaveholding,  by  the  general  j^overnment,  ought  to  be  im- 
mediat<»ly  withdrawn,  and  the  exam})le  and  influence  of  national  author- 
ity ought  to  be  arrayed  on  the  side  of  liberty  and  free  labor. 

1.").  Rcsolvedj  That  the  practice  of  the  general  government,  which  pre- 
vails in  the  slave  states,  of  employing  slaves  upon  the  public  works,  in- 
stead of  free  laborers,  and  paying  aristocratic  masters,  with  a  view  to 
secure  or  reward  j>olitical  services,  is  utterly  indefensible  and  ought  to  be 
abandoned. 
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16.  Beaotoed,  That  freedom  of  speech  and  of  the  press,  and  the  right  of 
petition,  and  the  right  of  trial  by  jury,  are  sacred  and  inviolable ;  and 
that  all  rales,  regalations  and  laws,  in  derogation  of  either,  are  oppressiye. 
unconstitutional,  and  not  to  be  endured  by  a  free  people. 

17.  Be&ohedf  That  we  regard  voticg,  in  an  eminent  degree,  as  a  moral 
mnd  religious  duty,  which,  when  exercised,  should  be  by  voting  for  those 
who  will  do  all  in  their  power  for  immediate  emancipation. 

18.  Betolvedf  That  this  convention  recommend  to  the  friends  of  liberty 
in  all  those  free  states  where  any  inequality  of  rights  and  privileges  exists 
on  accoant  of  color,  to  employ  their  utmost  enei^es  to  remove  all  such 
nmnants  and  effects  of  the  slave  system. 

WhereaSf  The  constitution  of  these  United  States  is  a  series  of  agree- 
ments, covenants  or  contracts  between  the  people  of  the  United  States, 
each  with  all,  and  all  with  each ;  and. 

Whereas,  It  is  a  principle  uf  universal  morality,  that  the  moral  laws  of 
the  Creator  are  paramount  to  all  human  laws ;  or,  in  the  language  of  an 
Apostle,  that  "we  ought  to  obey  God  rather  than  men  ; "  and, 

Whereas,  The  principle  of  common  law — that  any  contract,  covenant,  or 
agreement,  to  do  an  act  derogatory  to  natural  right,  i»  vitiated  and  annul- 
led  by  its  inherent  immorality — has  been  recognized  by  one  of  the  justices 
of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  who  in  a  recent  case  expressly 
holds  that  *^any  contract  that  rests  upon  such  a  basis  is  wm/;"  and, 

WheretiSj  The  third  clause  of  the  second  section  of  the  fourth  article  of 
the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  when  construed  as  providing  for  the 
surrender  of  a  fugitive  slave,  c/ot'-s  "  rest  upon  such  a  basis,"  in  that  it  is  a 
contract  to  rob  a  man  of  a  natural  right— namely,  his  natural  right  to  his 
own  liberty — and  is  therefore  absolutely  void.    Therefore, 

19.  Reitolcedf  That  we  hereby  give  it  to  be  distinctly  understood  by  this 
nation  and  the  world,  that,  as  abolitionists,  considering  that  the  strength 
of  our  cause  lies  in  its  righteousness,  and  our  hope  for  it  in  our  conformity 
to  the  laws  of  God,  and  our  respect  for  the  rights  of  man,  we  owe  it  to  the 
Sovereign  Ruler  of  the  universe,  as  a  proof  of  our  allegiance  to  him,  in  all 
our  civil  relations  and  offices,  whether  as  private  citizens,  or  public  func- 
tionaries, sworn  to  supfM)rt  the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  to  regard 
and  to  treat  the  third  clause  of  the  fourth  article  of  that  instrument, 
whenever  applied  to  the  case  of  a  fugitive  slave,  as  utterly  null  and  void, 
and,  consequently,  as  forming  no  part  of  the  constitution  of  the  United 
States,  whenever  we  are  called  upon  or  sworn  to  support  it. 

20.  ReiiUivilj  That  the  power  given  to  Congress  by  the  constitution,  to 
provide  for  calling  out  the  militia  to  suppress  insurrection,  does  not  make 
it  the  duty  of  the  government  to  maintain  slavery  by  military  force,  much 
less  does  it  make  it  the  duty  of  the  citizens  to  form  a  part  of  such  military 
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force;  when  fr(^eraen  unsheathe  the  sword  it  should  be  to  strike  for  lib- 
erty, not  for  deftj)otism. 

21.  Besoli-edj  Tliat  to  preserve  the  peace  of  the  citizens,  anS  secure  the 
blessings  of  freedom,  the  legisshiture  of  each  of  the  free  states  ought  to  keep 
in  force  suitable  statutes,  rendering  it  penal  for  any  of  its  inhabitants  to 
transport,  or  aid  in  transi)orting  from  such  state,  any  person  sought  to  be 
thus  transported,  merely  because  subject  to  the  slave  laws  of  any  other 
state ;  this  remnant  of  independence  being  accorded  to  the  free  states  by 
the  decision  of  the  supreme  court,  in  the  case  of  Prigg  v.  The  State  of 
Pennsylvania. 

1844.— WHIG  PLATFORM, 

Baltimoi'^j  May  1, 

I.  Resolved^  That  these  principles  may  be  summed  as  comprising  a  well- 
regulated  national  currency ;  a  tariff  for  revenue  to  defray  the  necessary 
expenses  of  the  government,  and  discriminating  with  special  reference  to 
the  protection  of  the  domestic  labor  of  the  country;  the  distribution  of  the 
proceeds  from  the  sales  of  the  jml)lic  lands;  a  single  term  for  the  Presi- 
dency; a  reform  of  executive  usurpations;  and  generally  such  an  admin- 
istration of  the  affairs  of  tlie  country  as  shall  impart  to  every  branch  of 
the  public  service  tlie  greatest  practical  efficiency,  controlled  by  a  well- 
regulated  and  wise  economy. 

1844.— DEMOCRATIC  PLATFORM, 

B< tit i more,  May  27. 

Resolutions  1,  2,  3,  4,  o,  0,  7,  8  and  9,  of  the  platform  of  1840,  were  re- 
affirmed, to  which  were  added  the  following: 

10.  R*:Aoli't'(lj  That  the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands  ought  to  bo  sacredly 
applied  to  the  national  objects  specified  in  the  constitution,  and  that  we  are 
opposed  to  the  laws  lately  adopted,  and  to  any  law  for  the  distribution  of 
such  proceeds  among  the  states,  as  alike  inexpedient  in  policy  and  repug- 
nant to  the  constitution. 

II.  liemlved,  That  we  are  decidly  opposed  to  taking  from  the  President 
the  qualified  veto  power,  by  which  he  is  enaldetl,  under  restrictions  and 
responsibilities,  amply  sufficient  to  guanl  the  public  interest,  to  susjH'ud 
the  passage  of  a  bill  whose  merits  can  not  secure  the  approval  of  two- 
thirds  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives,  until  the  judgment  of 
the  people  can  be  obtained  tliereon,  and  whicli  has  thrice  saved  the  Amer- 
ican |)eople  from  the  corrui)t  .cxui  tyrannical  domination  of  the  bank  of 
the  United  States. 
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12.  Rteolrtd,  Tbal  our  title  to  the  whole  ot  the  territory  of  Oregon  b 
dear  nnd  nnquetitiouable ;  that  no  portion  ol  tlie  Bame  ought  to  be  coded 
to  England  or  an;  other  power,  and  that  the  re-occupatlon  of  Oregon  and 
the  re-an Delation  of  Texas  nt  the  earliest  practicnble  period,  are  great 
American  meHHiiKf,  nhich  this  convention  rccommenda  to  the  cordial 
support  of  the  democracy  of  the  Union. 
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CHAPTER  XIV. 
POLK'S  ADMINISTRATION. 

1845-1849. 

folk's   INAUGURAL  ADDRESS. 

The  President,  in  a  somewhat  lengthy  inaugural,  set  fort 
his  views,  which  were  substantially  in  accordance  with  th 
platform  of  his  party.  He  discountenanced  any  interferenc 
with  slavery,  and  thought  that  any  attempt  to  destroy  thi 
*Momestic  institution"  would  be  fraught  with  most  "ruinous^ 
and  disastrous"  consequences. 

As  to  the  Texas   question,  he  stated  that  its  adjustmentir- 
was  probable,  and  declared  it  to  be  a  matter  which  exclusivelj — 
concerned  Texas  and  the  United  States.     He  thought  the?? 
legal  claim  of  our  government  to  Oregon  was  "  clear  and  un — 
questionable,"  and  promised  to  maintain  this  right  by  all  con — 
stitutional  means.     The  President  opposed  a  national  bank  ; 
was  entirely  silent  on  the  question  of  internal  improvements  ^ 
and  rather  diffuse  on  the  vital  question  of  the  tariff.     The 
principle  that  the  spoils  belong  to  the  victors,  which  had  come 
down  from  Jackson  and  had  been  accepted  by  the  ivhigs,  was 
adhered  to  by  the  new  administration. 

ANNEXATION   OF   TEXAS. 

In  accordance  with  the  resolution  passed  by  the  last  ses- 
sion of  Congress,  Texas  accepted  annexation,  both  by  her  own 
Congress  and  by  a  j>opular  convention.  Mexico  offered  a 
formal  protest  merely,  and  discontinued  diplomatic  relation* 
with  the  United  States.  She  offered  to  acknowledge  the  in- 
dependence of  Texas,  however,  if  that  state  would  maintain 


a  separate  existence.  The  j)r(){)o8als  of  the  two  powers,  the 
United  States  and  Mexico,  respectively,  were  laid  before  the 
Texas  Congress,  which  convened  on  the  16th  of  June,  1845, 
iind  on  July  4  they  completed  the  act  of  annexation  in  accord- 
ance with  the  terms  proposed  by  the  American  Congress.  At 
^he  instance  of  Texas,  the  President  sent  an  army  under  Gen- 
eral Taylor  into  the  newly  acquired  territory. 

Congress  met  December  1, 1845,  the  democrats  having  a  ma- 
Twcnty-ninth  Congress,  1  jority  in  both  houses.  John  W.  Da- 
Tirst  Session.  /  vis,  of  Indiana,  w^as  chosen  speaker. 

On  the  29th  of  December  Texas  became  a  state  of  the  Union, 
^nd  on  the  31st  an  act  was  passed  extending  the  revenue  feys- 
"tem  of  the  United  States  over  the  doubtful  territory  of  the 
INueces  river  and  the  Rio  Grande. 

WAR    WITH    MEXICX). 

Thus  far  Mexico  had  not  offered  any  actual  resistance  to 
'the  proceedings  of  the  American  government.     In  March, 
1846,  hostilities  were  induced  by  an  order  from  the  President 
^vancing  General  Taylor  from  the  Nueces  to  the  Rio  Grande, 
for  the  purj)ose  of  occupying  the  debatable  territory.      In 
•carrying  out  this  order  the  army  was  brouglit  into  contact 
with  Mexican  troops.     The  first  engagement  was  at  Palo  Alto, 
4ind  resulted  in  a  Mexican  defeat.     General  Tavlor  drove  the 
enemy  across  the  Rio  Grande.     May  11,  1846,  the  President 
sent  a  special  message  to  Congress,  announcing  that  a  state  of 
war  existed  oetween  us  and  Mexico  by  the  act  of  the  latter, 
and,  after  detailing  the  preliminary  skirmishes,  declared  that 
the  blood  of  American  citizens  had  been  shed  on  American 
soil  by  Mexican  troops,  and  asked  for  a  declaration  of  war. 
The  whigs  looked  upon  the  action  of  the  President,  in  send- 
ing troops  into  the  disputed  territory,  as  one  intended  to  pro- 
voke hostilities.     And  when  a  bill  was  introduced  recogniz- 
ing the  exist<*nce  of  war,  and  appropriating  $10,000,000  for 
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its  prosecution,  they  voted  for  it  under  protest,  doing  so  only 
because  the  army  had  been  forced  into  a  perilous  situation 
and  must  be  rescued. 

WILMOT   PROVISO. 

While  hostilities  were  pending,  the  President  sent  a  mes- 
sage to  Congress,  August  8,  asking  for  money  with  w^hich  to 
negotiate  a  peace  and  purchase  a  section  of  Mexican  territorj', 
provided  he  should  find  such  accession  expedient  or  desirable. 
A  bill  was  accordingly  introduced  in  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives appropriating  $2,000,000  for  this  purpose.  This  at 
once  brought  up  the  slavery  question,  and  David  Wiimot 
moved  a  proviso  to  the  bill  prohibiting  slavery  in  the  terri- 
tory that  should  be  acquired.  This  provision,  after  the  name 
of  its  originator,  was  called  the  Wilmot  Proviso.  This  was 
supported  by  the  whigs  and  northern  democrats,  but  failed 
to  become  a  law,  having  been  passed  by  the  House,  and  sent 
to  the  Senate  too  late  for  action.  Those  of  the  dominant  party 
who  supported  it  were  called  Wilmot  proviso  democrats. 

THE  sub-treasury. 

An  act  was  jmssed  re-establishing  the  sub-treasurj'^,  which 
had  been  done  away  with  in  1842.  This  now  became  a  per- 
manent institution  of  the  country,  and  agitation  on  the  sub- 
ject was  henceforth  closed. 

TARIFF.  f 

During  this  session  the  tariff  of  1842  was  repealed,  and 
there  was  substituted  for  it  an  act  known  as  the  Tariff  of  1846. 
This  act  was  in  accordance  with  the. strict  constructionist 
theory,  imposing  a  tariff  for  revenue  only,  without  regard  to 
protection. 

INTERNAL   IMPROVEMENTS. 

It  has  already  been  noted  that  in  the  platform  to  which 
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Mr.  Polk  was  pledged  there  was  a  resolution  disapproving 
appropriations  by  Congress  for  internal  improvements.  The 
friends  of  this  doctrine,  however,  received  a  little  encourage- 
ment from  Mr.  Polk's  first  message,  in  which  he,  speaking  of 
^'the  state  of  our  defenses,  and  the  condition  of  our  public 
works,"  refers  for  information  "fo  the  accompanying  report  of 
the  secretary  of  war,"  in  which  the  system  of  internal  im- 
provements was  ardently  indorsed.  Thus  encouraged,  a  bill 
was  presented  appropriating  money  for  the  improvement  of 
•certain  rivers  and  harbors.  After  a  lengthy  discussion  it 
passed  both  houses,  but  was  vetoed  by  the  President  on  the 
ground  that  the  constitution  did  not,  in  his  judgment,  confer 
upon  the  federal  government  the  power  to  construct  works  of 
internal  improvements  within  the  states,  or  to  appropriate 
money  from  the  treasury  for  that  purpose.  The  public,  and 
a  majority  of  Congress,  did  not  agree  with  the  President  on 
the  subject.  The  views  of  the  former  were  expressed  in  con- 
ventions, and  those  of  the  latter  by  resolutions  favoring  the 
system. 

OREGON. 

During  this  session,  also,  came  up  the  disputed  question  of 
the  northern  boundary  of  Oregon,  which,  for  a  time,  threat- 
ened to  involve  us  in  a  war  with  England.  It  will  be  re- 
membered that  the  Baltimore  platform  had  declared  the  right 
of  the  United  States  to  "all  Orej2:on"  to  be  unquestionable. 
In  his  inaugural  address  the  President  had  omitted  the  "all," 
but  expressed  a  determination  to  defend  our  claims  to  that 
territory  by  all  just  means  within  his  power.  The  phrase, 
"all  Oregon,''  was  understood  to  mean  the  territory  up  to  the 
line  of  54°,  AiY,  north  latitude ;  hence  the  war-cry  "  fifty-four, 
forty  or  fight,"  used  by  those  urging  this  claim.  This  ques- 
tion, in  a  vague  and  indefinite  form,  had  existed  for  a  long 
time.  Both  countries  based  their  claims  upon  priority  of 
<Hscoverv.     Bv  the  treaties  of  1803  with  France,  and  1819 
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With  Spain,  the  United  States  acquired  from  those  powers  all 
their  rights  north  of  California  on  the  Pacific  coast.     The 
northern  boundary  of  the  territory  thus  ceded  was  unsettled. 
Our  government  claimed  that  it  was  54®,  40'  north   latitude, 
while  England  claimed  that  it  followed  the  Columbia  river. 
The  latter  claim  was  based  iipon  the  discoveries  of  Sir  Fran« 
cis  Drake,  on  the  north-west  coast  of  America,  in  1578  and 
1579.     Under  the  Florida  treaty  the  United  States  claimed 
to  be  the  heirs  of  the  Spanish  dominion  north  of  40°  north 
latitude,  and  relied  upon  the  earlier  discovery  of  the  coast  by 
Ferrolo,  in  1543,  as  well  as  the  whole  line  of  Spanish  dis- 
coverers up  to  1775.     They  denied  that  Drake  had  j>enetrated» 
as  far  north  ns  48°,  but  only  to  43°,  the  point  reached  bj" 
Ferrelo.     In  their  own  direct  right  the  United  States  could 
lay  claim  to  the  valley  of  the  Columbia  river,  but  could  go- 
no  higher  up.     This  river  was  discovered  by  Robert  Gray, 
of  Boston,  May  11,  1792,  who  sailed  up  the  stream  quite  a. 
distance,  and  gave  it  it^s  name.     This  very  just  claim  to  the 
Columbia  region  was  supported,  also,  by  the  fact  that  in  the 
Louisiana  treatv  the  United  States  had  become  the  heirs  oF 
France  upon  the  Xorth  American  continent.     As  such  they 
appealed  to  the  treaty  of  Utrecht,  one  article  of  which  de« 
dared  that  the  boundary  between  the  English  and   French 
possessions  in  America  should  be  settled  by  commissioners; 
and  these  commissioners,  it  was  claimed,  had  agreed  upon  the 
fortv-ninth  deirree  of  north  latitude.     Before  the  discoverv  of 
the  Columbia,  England  was  indifferent  to  the  line  of  Utrecht. 
Now,  however,  as  the  mouth  of  this  river  lay  vsome  three  de- 
grees south   of  this  line,  England  denied  that  this  division 
held  good.     The  question  was  finally  settled  by  a  treaty  with 
England,  June  15,  184G,  by  which  the  United  States  aband- 
oned the  claim  of  54°,  40',  and  aeeopt(Ml  the  line  of  49°  north 
latitude  as  the  northern  boundary      A  motion   to  organize 
this  territory,  with  the  AVilmot  proviso  attached,  was  passed 
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by  the  House,  but  was  not  acted  on  by  the  Senate.  Congress 
adjourned  August  13, 1846. 

Congress  met  December  7,  1846.  The  President,  in  his 
Twraty*ninth  CongresSy  1  message,  announced  that  the  Amer- 
Second  Session.  /  ican  arms  were  meeting  with  con- 

tinued success  in  Mexico,  and  urged  that  the  Rio  Grande  be 
considered  the  western  boundary  of  Texas.  Most  of  the  time 
of  this  session  was  taken  up  in  discussing  and  passing  meas- 
ures necessary  for  the  prosecution  of  the  war.  The  House 
passed  a  bill,  with  the  Wilmot  proviso  attached,  appropriat- 
ing $3,000,000  for  the  purchase  of  territory  from  Mexico. 
The  Senate  passed  the  bill,  but  threw  off  the  proviso.  Finally, 
after  great  opposition  on  the  part  of  the  whigs,  the  Houscw 
passed  the  bill  as  it  came  from  the  Senate.  A  river  and  har- 
bor improvement  bill  was  also  passed,  but  being  so  near  the 
end  of  the  session  the  President  disposed  of  it  by  a  "  pocket 
veto."     Congress  adjourned  March  3,  1847. 

Congress  met  December  6,  1847,  the  democrats  having  a 
Thirtieth  Congress,  1  majority  in  the  Senate  and  the  whigs  in 
First  Session.  /  the  House.    Robert  C.  Winthrop,  a  whig 

from  Massachusetts,  was  elected  speaker.  The  subject  of  in- 
ternal improvements  had  become  an  engrossing  one,  and  the 
public  mind  began  to  be  awakened  on  the  subject.  A  reso- 
lution "  that  the  general  government  have  the  power  to  con- 
struct such  harbors  and  improve  such  rivers  as  are  necessary 
and  proper  for  the  protection  of  our  navy  and  our  commerce, 
and  also  for  the  defense  of  our  country,"  passed  the  House  by 
a  large  majority. 

PEACE   WITH    MEXICX). 

Peace  w^as  concluded  between  the  United  States  and  Mex- 
ico in  February,  1848.  By  the  terms  of  this  peace  the  Rio 
Grande  was  established  as  the  boundary,  and  New  Mexico 
and  Upper  California  were  ceded  to  the  United  States,  thus 
securing  to  her  a  large  amount  of  territory.     In  return,  she 
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■vvas  to  pay  to  Mexico  15,000,000  of  dollars  and  discharge  cer- 
tain deferred  claims  of  our  citizens  against  that  country. 

The  direct  cost  of  the  war  with-  Mexico  was  estimated  at 
about  $130,000,000.  The  Senate  passed  a  bill  establishing 
territorial  governments  in  Oregon,  New  Mexico,  and  Califor- 
nia, with  a  provision  which  referred  all  questions  concerning 
slavery  in  those  territories  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  for  decision.  This  bill  was  lost  in  the  House.  The 
House  then  pass(?d  a  bill  to  organize  the  territory  of  Oregon 
without  slavery.  The  Senate  passed  this,  but  with  it  an 
amendment  declaring  that  the  Missouri  compromise  line  ex- 
tended to  the  Pacific  Ocean.  The  House  rejected  this  amend- 
ment, and  the  Senate  withdrawing  it,  the  bill  passed.  Con- 
gress adjourned  August  14,  1848. 

LIBERTY   LEAGUE. 

The  members  of  the  liberty  party  did  not  always  act  in 
harmony.  In  1845,  a  state  convention  of  men  belonging  to 
the  liberty  party  was  held  at  Port  Byron,  New  York.  An 
address  was  printed,  though  not  adopted,  containing  senti- 
ments which  met  with  the  approval  of  many  of  the  liberty 
party.  Again,  in  1847,  they  held  a  convention  at  Macedon, 
New  York,  and  nominated  a  presidential  ticket  consisting  of 
Gerrit  Smith  and  Elihu  Burritt,  separated  entirely  from  their 
party  and  took  the  name  of  liberty  league.  They  maintained 
that  slavery  was  unconstitutional,  and  had  for  their  motto, 
"Duty  is  ours,  results  are  God's.''     (Plate  VI.) 

NOMiyATIONS    FOR   THE   CANVASS   OF    1848. 

The  first  to  put  a  ticket  in  the  field  was  the  liberty  jiarty, 
which,  in  national  convention  at  Buffalo,  nominated  John  P. 
Hale  and  Leicester  King.  The  liberty  league,  together  with 
dissatisfied  members  of  the  liberty  party,  met  at  Auburn,  New 
York,  in  January,  1848,  and  renominated  the  ticket  made  at 
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Ifaoedon^  except  that  Mr.  Burritt  having  resigned,  C.  C. 
Foote  was  selected  in  his  stead,  as  a  candidate  for  Vice-Presi- 
dent. The  league  was  so  radical  and  extreme  in  its  views  that  it 
•did  not  develop  any  popular  strength.  On  the  22d  of  May, 
1848,  occurred  the  democratic  national  convention,  at  Balti- 
more. Two  delegations  appeared  from  New  York,  the  hunk- 
-en  (for  Dickenson),  and  the  barnburners  (for  Van  Buren). 
After  an  exciting  debate  both  ftctions  were  admitted,  with 
power  to  cast  jointly  the  vote  of  the  state.  The  decision  being 
nnsatisftctory  the  former  refused  to  participate  in  the  pro- 
•ceedings,  and  the  latter  withdrew  under  piotest.  The  strict 
constructionists  adopted  the  platform  of  1840  and  1844, 
and  nominated  Lewis  Cass,  of  Michigan,  and  William  O. 
Butler,  of  Kentucky.  This  ticket  proved  acceptable  to  the 
hunkers  who,  during  the  year,  were  merged  into  the  regular 
democratic  ranks.  The  convention  voted  down,  by  a  large 
majority,  a  resolution  that  Congress  had  no  power  to  inter- 
fere with  slavery,  either  in  the  states  or  in  the  territories. 

The  whig  national  convention,  held  at  Philadelphia,  June 
7, 1848,  nominated  General  Zachary  Taylor,  of  Louisiana,  and 
Millard  Fillmore,  of  New  York.  Owing  to  conflicting  opin- 
ions on  the  slavery  question  no  platform  was  adopted,  and 
resolutions  affirming  the  Wilmot  proviso  as  a  party  principle 
were  voted  down ;  so  that  in  this  campaign  the  whigs  were 
not  an  anti-slavery  party,  nor  were  the  democrats  a  pro-slav- 
ery party. 

On  the  9th  of  June  a  ratification  meeting  was  held  in  the 
same  city,  and  seven  resolutions  were  agreed  upon,  all  com- 
mendatory of  Gen.  Taylor.  ^  The  slavery  question  was  left 
unmentioned. 

FREE  SOIL  PARTY. 

The  "hunkers"  wished  to  leave  the  slavery  question  in 
itbeyance,  and  the  "barnburners,"  or  free  soil  democrats  were 
17 
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opposed  to  any  further  extension  of  slavery  in  the  territories* 
When  the  latter  retired  from  the  convention  at  Baltimore^ 
they  issued  a  call  for  a  state  convention  to  be  held  at  Utica. 
On  the  22d  of  June  the  convention  nominated  Martin  Van 
Buren,  of  New  York,  and  Henry  Dodge,  of  Wisconsin. 
They  issued  a  call  for  all  those  opposed  to  the  extension  of 
slavery  to  meet  in  national  convention  at  Buffalo,  on  the  9th 
of  August. 

At  the  appointed  time  delegates  convened  from  a  few  of 
the  slave  states  and  from  most  all  the  free  states.  The  old 
liberty  party  withdrew  their  candidates  and  joined  in  with  this 
movement.  Thus  was  organized  a  new  party,  under  the  title 
of  "free  soil,'' a  name  taken  from  a  resolution  in  the  plat- 
form of  principles.  Martin  Van  Buren  and  Charles  Francis 
Adams  were  chosen  as  candidates.  General  Dodge  having  re- 
signed. 

The  free  soilers  received  considerable  strength  also  from 
the  regular  democratic  party  on  account  of  the  support 
given  by  southern  democrats  to  the  effort  to  establish  slavery 
in  the  territory  of  Texas.     (Plate  VI.) 

THE    rPvESIDENTIAI.   ELECTION. 

The  canvass  of  1848  showed  that  neither  the  democrats 
nor  the  wlii(j:s  were  satisfied  witli  the  position  of  their  candi- 
dates on  the  j^Iavery  question.  Cass  was  distrusted  by  the 
former,  and  Tnylor  by  the  latter.  The  whig  candidates  were 
eleeted,  havinjj^  received  one  hundred  and  sixty-three  votes 
iigain.^t  one  hundred  and  twenty-seven  cast  for  Cass  and  But- 
ler. 4 

Congress  met  DeeemlxT  5,  1848.  The  northern  democrats 
Thirtieth  Tongress,  \  daring  this  session  voted  for  every 
Second  Session.  j  measure  aimed  at  slavery,  in  revenge 
for  a  supposed  betrayal  by  the  soiithern  democrats  in  the 
presidential  election.     A  bill  to  organize  the  territories  of 
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Ifew  Mexico  and  California,  with  the  Wilmot  proviso,  was 
passed  by  the  House,  but  refused  a  consideration  in  the  Senate. 
A  resolution  was  then  passed  by  the  House,  condemning  the 
sale  of  slaves  in  Washington ;  this  aroused  great  indigna- 
tion on  the  part  of  southern  members.  When  it  came  to  the 
general  appropriation  bill  for  the  government  expenses,  the 
Senate  passed  it  with  what  is  known  as  a  "  rider,"  organizing 
the  territories  of  New  Mexico  and  California,  allowing 
filavery.  The  House  refused  to  pass  it,  and  substituted  for  its 
xider  a  provision  that  until  July  4,  1850,  the  existing  Mexi- 
can laws  of  those  territories  should  remain  in  force.  This 
"would  leave  the  new  territories  free.  The  Senate  finally  con- 
<5urred.  A  river  and  harbor  bill  was  passed  by  the  House, 
l)iit  was  not  acted  on  by  the  Senate.  Congress  adjourned 
3Iarch  3,  1849,  and  on  March  5  Taylor  and  Fillmore  took 
'the  oath  of  office. 

(IROWTH    OF   THR   CAIJINET. 

The  cabinet,  at  first  consisting  of  four  members,  was  in- 
<?reas<'d  by  adding  the  secretary  of  the  navy  in  1798,  and  the 
jK)stmast('r-gcneral  in  1829.  The  department  of  the  interior 
>vas  created  near  the  close  of  this  iKlm-inistration,  and  its  chief 
^>tli.cer  made  a  member  of  tlie  cabinet. 
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1848.— DEMOCRATIC  PLATFORM, 
BaUimore,  May  22, 

1.  Raohedy  That  the  American  democracy  place  their  trust  in  the  in- 
telligence, the  patriotism,  and  the  discriminating  justice  of  the  American 
people. 

2.  Re9oboedj  That  we  regard  this  as  a  distinctive  feature  of  our  political 
creed,  which  we  are  proud  to  maintain  before  the  world,  as  the  great  moral 
element  in  a  form  of  government  springing  from  and  upheld  by  the  popu- 
lar will ;  and  contrast  it  with  the  creed  and  practice  of  federalism,  under 
whatever  name  or  form,  which  seeks  to  palsy  the  will  of  the  constituent, 
and  which  conceives  no  imposture  too  monstrous  for  the  popular  credulity. 

3.  Resolved,  Therefore,  that  entertaining  these  views,  the  democratic 
party  of  this  Union,  through  the  delegates  assembled  in  general  conven- 
tion of  the  states,  coming  together  in  a  spirit  of  concord,  of  devotion  to 
the  doctrines  and  faith  of  a  free  representative  government,  and  appealing 
to  their  fellow  citizens  for  the  rectitude  of  their  intentions,  renew  and  re- 
assert before  the  American  people,  the  declaration  of  principles  avowed 
by  them  on  a  former  occasion,  when,  in  general  convention,  they  presented 
their  candidates  for  tiie  popular  suffrage. 

Resolutions  1,  2,  3  and  4,  of  the  platform  of  1840,  were  reaffirmed. 

8.  Resolved,  That  it  is  the  duty  of  every  branch  of  the  government  to  en- 
force and  practice  the  most  rigid  economy  in  conducting  our  public  affairs, 
and  that  no  more  revenue  ought  to  be  raised  than  is  required  to  defray 
the  necessarj  expenses  of  the  government,  and  for  the  gradual  but  certain 
extinction  of  the  debt  created  by  the  prosecution  of  a  just  and  necessary 
war. 

Resolution  5,  of  the  platform  of  1840,  was  enlarged  by  the  following : 

And  that  the  results  of  democratic  legislation,  in  this  and  all  other 
financial  measures,  upon  which  issues  have  been  made  between  the  two 
political  parties  of  the  country,  have  demonstrated  to  careful  and  practi- 
cal men  of  all  parties,  their  soundness,  safety  and  utility  in  all  business 
pursuits. 

Resolutions  7,  8  and  9,  of  the  platform  of  1840,  were  here  inserted. 

13.  Resolved,  That  the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands  ought  to  be  sacredly 
applied  to  the  national  objects  specified  in  the  constitution ;  and  that  we 
are  opposed  to  any  law  for  the  distribution  of  such  proceeds  among  the 
states  as  alike  inexpedient  in  policy  and  repugnant  to  the  constitution. 

14.  Reaohed,  That  we  are  decidedly  opposed  to  taking  from  the  Presi- 
ident  the  qualified  veto  power,  by  which  he  is  enabled,  under  restrictions 
and  responsibilities  amply  sufficient  to  guard  the  public  interests,  to  sns- 
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pend  the  passage  of  a  bill  whose  merits  can  not  secure  the  approval  of  two- 
thirds  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives,  until  the  judgment  of 
the  people  can  be  obtained  thereon,  and  which  has  saved  the  American 
people  from  the  corrupt  and  tyrannical  domination  of  the  bank  of  the 
United  States,  and  from  a  corrupting  system  of  general  internal  improve- 
ments. 

16.  Resolvedf  That  the  war  with  Mexico,  provoked  on  her  part  by  years 
of  insult  and  injury,  was  commenced  by  her  army  crossing  the  Rio  Grande, 
attacking  the  American  troops,  and  invading  our  sister  state  of  Texas,  and 
upon  all  the  principles  of  patriotism  and  the  laws  of  nations,  it  is  a  just 
and  necessary  war  on  our  part,  in  which  every  American  citizen  should 
have  shown  himself  on  the  side  of  his  country,  and  neither  morally  nor 
physically,  by  word  or  by  deed,  have  given  '*  aid  and  comfort  to  the 
enemy." 

16.  Resolvedf  That  we  would  be  rejoiced  at  the  assurance  of  peace  with 
Mexico,  founded  on  the  just  principles  of  indemnity  for  the  past  and  se* 
curity  for  the  future;  but  that  while  the  ratification  of  the  liberal  treaty 
offered  Mexico  remains  in  doubt,  it  is  the  duty  of  the  country  to  sustain  the 
administration  and  to  sustain  the  country  in  every  measure  necessary  to 
provide  for  the  vigorous  prosecution  of  the  war,  should  that  treaty  be  re- 
jected. 

17.  ReBolvedj  That  the  officers  and  soldiers  who  have  carried  the  arms  of 
their  country  into  Mexico,  have  crowned  it  with  imperishable  glory- 
Their  unconquerable  courage,  their  daring  enterprise,  their  unfaltering 
perseverance  and  fortitude  when  assailed  on  all  sides  by  innumerable  foesi 
and  that  more  formidable  enemy — the  diseases  of  the  climate — exalt  their 
devoted  patriotism  into  the  highest  heroism,  and  give  them  a  right  to  the 
profound  gratitude  of  their  country,  and  the  admiration  of  the  world. 

18.  Resolved^  That  the  democratic  national  convention  of  thirty  states, 
composing  the  American  Republic,  tender  their  fraternal  congratulations 
to  the  national  convention  of  the  Republic  of  France,  now  assembled  as 
the  free  suffrage  representative  of  the  sovereignty  of  thirty -five  millions  of 
republicans,  to  establish  government  on  those  eternal  principles  of  equal 
rights,  for  which  their  La  Fayette  and  our  Washington  fought  side  by 
side  in  the  struggle  for  our  national  independence;  and  we  would  es- 
pecially convey  to  them,  and  to  the  whole  people  of  France,  our  earnest 
wishes  for  the  consolidation  of  their  liberties,  through  the  wisdom  that 
shall  guide  their  councils,  on  the  basis  of  a  democratic  constitution,  not 
derived  from  the  grants  or  concessions  of  kings  or  dynasties,  but  originat- 
ing from  the  only  true  source  of  political  power  recognized  in  the  states  of 
this  Union — the  inherent  and  inalienable  right  of  the  people,  in  their  sov- 
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«reign  capacity,  to  make  and  to  amend  tbeir  forms  of  government  in  such 
manner  as  the  welfare  of  the  community  may  require. 

19.  Beaolvedy  That  in  view  of  the  recent  development  of  this  grand  polit- 
ical truth,  of  the  sovereignty  of  the  people  and  their  capacity  and  power 
for  self-government,  which  is  prostrating  thrones  and  erecting  republics 
on  the  ruins  of  despotism  in  the  old  world,  we  feel  that  a  high  and  sacred 
<luty  is  devolved,  with  increased  responsibility,  upon  the  democratic  party 
of  this  country,  as  the  party  of  the  people,  to  sustain  and  advance  among 
us  constitutional  liberty,  equality,  and  fraternity,  by  continuing  to  resist 
all  monopolies  and  exclusive  legislation  for  the  benefit  of  the  few  at  the 
•expense  of  the  many,  and  by  a  vigilant  and  constant  adherence  to  those 

principles  and  compromises  of  the  constitution,  which  are  broad  enough 
And  strong  enough  to  embrace  and  uphold  the  Union  as  it  was,  the  Union 
as  it  is,  and  the  Union  as  it  shall  be  in  the  full  expansion  of  the  energies 
and  capacity  of  this  great  and  progressive  people. 

20.  Eeaolved,  That  a  copy  of  these  resolutions  be  forwarded,  through  the 
American  minister  at  Paris,  to  the  National  Convention  of  the  Bepublic 
of  France. 

21.  Reaolvedj  That  the  fruits  of  the  great  political  triumph  of  1844,  which 
elected  James  E.  Polk  and  George  M.  Dallas,  President  and  Vice-Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  have  fulfilled  the  hopes  of  the  democracy  of  the 
Union  in  defeating  the  declared  purposes  of  their  opponents  in  creating  a 
national  bank ;  in  preventing  the  corrupt  and  unconstitutional  distribu- 
tion of  the  land  proceeds  from  the  common  treasury  of  the  Union  for  local 
purposes;  in  protecting  the  currency  and  labor  of  the  country  from  ruin- 
ous fluctuations,  and  guarding  the  money  of  the  country  for  the  use  of  the 
people  by  the  establishment  of  the  constitutional  treasury ;  in  the  noble 
impulse  given  to  the  cause  of  free  trade  by  the  repeal  of  the  tariff  of  '42, 
and  the  creation  of  the  more  equal,  honest,  and  productive  tariff  of  1846; 
and  that,  in  our  opinion,  it  would  be  a  fatal  error  to  weaken  the  bands  of 
a  political  organization  by  which  these  great  reforms  have  been  achieved 
and  risk  them  in  the  hands  of  their  known  adversaries,  with  whatever  de- 
lusive appeals  they  may  solicit  our  surrender  of  that  vigilance  which  is 
the  only  safeguard  of  liberty.  ' 

22.  Raohed,  That  the  confidence  of  the  democ1*acy  of  the  Union  in  the 
principles,  capacity,  firmness,  and  integrity  of  James  K.  Polk,  manifested 
by  his  nomination  and  election  in  1844,  has  been  signally  justified  by  the 
atrictneas  of  his  adherence  to  sound  democratic  doctrines,  by  the  purity  of 
purpose,  the  energy  and  ability,  which  have  characterized  his  administra- 
tion in  all  our  afiairs  at  home  and  abroad ;  that  we  tender  to  him  our  cor- 
dial congratulations  upon  the  brilliant  success  which  has  hitherto  crowned 
liis  patriotic  efibrts,  and  assure  him  in  advance,  that  at  the  expiration  of 
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his  presidential  term  he  will  carry  with  him  to  his  retirement  the  esteem^ 
respect,  and  admiration  of  a  grateful  country. 

23.  Resolved,  That  this  convention  hereby  present  to  the  people  of  the 
United  States  Lewis  Cass,  of  Michigan,  as  the  candidate  of  the  Democratic 
party  for  the  office  of  President,  and  William  O.  Butler,  of  Kentucky,  for 
Vice-President  of  the  United  States. 


1848.— WHIG  PRINCIPLES  ADOPTED  AT  A  RATIFICATION 

MEETING, 

Philadelphia^  June  9. 

1.  Resolved,  That  the  whigs  of  the  United  States,  here  assembled  by  their 
representatives,  heartily  ratify  the  nominations  of  General  Zachary  Taylor 
as  President,  and  Millard  Fillmore  as  Vice-President,  of  the  United  States* 
and  pledge  themselves  to  their  support. 

2.  Resolved,  'i  hat  in  the  choice  of  General  Taylor  as  the  whig  candidate 
for  President,  we  are  glad  to  discover  sympathy  with  a  great  popular  sen- 
timent throughout  the  nation — a  sentiment  which,  having  its  origin  in  ad> 
miration  of  great  military  success,  has  been  strengthened  by  the  develop- 
ment, in  every  action  and  every  word,  of  sound  conservative  opinions,  and 
of  true  fidelity  to  the  great  example  of  former  days,  and  to  the  principlfS 
of  the  constitution  as  administered  bv  its  founders. 

3.  Resolved^  That  General  Taylor,  in  saying  that,  had  he  voted  in  1844, 
he  would  have  voted  the  whig  ticket,  gives  us  the  assurance — and  no  bet- 
ter is  needed  from  a  consistent  and  truth-si)eaking  man — that  his  heart  was 
with  us  at  the  crisis  of  our  political  destiny,  when  Henry  Clay  wjis  our  can- 
didate, an<l  when  not  only  whig  principles  were  well  defineil  and  clearly 
asserted,  but  whig  measures  (lei>ended  on  success.  The  heart  that  was  with 
us  then  is  with  us  now.  and  we  have  a  soldier's  word  of  honor,  and  a  life 
of  public  and  private  virtue,  as  the  security. 

4.  RcHolved,  That  we  look  on  General  Taylor's  administration  of  the  gov- 
ernment as  one  conducive  of  peace,  prosperity  and  union  ;  of  i)eace,  becaiLse 
no  one  better  knows,  or  has  greater  reason  to  deplore,  what  he  has  seen 
sadly  on  the  tield  of  victory,  the  horrors  of  war,  and  especially  of  a  foreign 
and  aggressive  war;  of  prosperity,  now  more  than  ever  needed  to  relieve 
the  nation  from  a  burden  of  debt,  and  restore  industry — agricultural,  man- 
ufacturing, and  commercial—  to  its  accustomed  and  peaceful  functions  an<{ 
influences;  of  union,  because  we  have  a  candidate  whose  very  position  as 
a  southwestern  man,  reared  on  the  banks  of  the  great  stream  whose  tribu- 
taries, natural  and  artificial,  enibraue  the  whole  Union,  renders  the  pro- 
tection of  the  interests  of  the  whole  countrv  his  tirst  trust,  and  whose  vari- 
ous  duties  in  past  life  have  been  rendered,  not  on  the  soil,  or  under  the  flag: 
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of  anj  itote  or  tection,  bnt  oyer  the  wide  frontier  tnd  under  the  broad 
bennerof  the  nation.  .    ' 

6u  MaoiMdf  That  itanding,  an  the  whig  party  doea,  on  the  broad  and  fina 
platform  of  the  conatitntion,  braced  op  by  all  its  inviolable  and  sacred 
gaaranteea  and  compromiaeai  and  cherished  in  the  affectiona,  becanae  pro- 
tective of  the  interestii  of  the  people,  we  are  prood  to  have  as  the  exponent 
of  oor  opinions  one  who  is  pledged  to  constme  it  by  the  wise  and  generooa 
mlea  which  'Washington  applied  to  it,  and  who  has  said — and  no  whig 
deaires  any  other  assurance — ^that  he  will  make  'Washington^  administrar 
tion  his  model. 

I 

6b  BaoMlf  That,  as  whigs  and  Americans,  we  are  proud  to  acknowledgo 
our  gratitude  for  the  great  military  services  which,  beginning  at  Palo  AltOy. 
and  ending  at  Buena  Vista,  first  awakened  the  American  people  to  a  Just 
estimate  of  him  who  is  now  our  whig  candidate.    In  the  discharge  of  a 
pftinfnl  duty — for  his  march  into  the  enemy's  country  was  a  reluctant  one  r 
in  the  command  of  regulars  at  one  time,  and  volunteers  at  another,  and  of 
both  combined;  in  the  decisive  though  punctual  discipline  of  his  camp^ 
where  all  respected  and  loved  him  ;  in  the  negotiation  of  terms  for  a  de- 
jected  and  desperate  enemy ;  in  the  exigency  of  actual  conflict  when  the 
balance  was  perilously  doubtful — we  have  found  him  the  same — brave, 
distinguishecl,  and  considerate,  no  heartless  spectator  of  bloodshed,  no 
trifler  with  human  life  or  human  happiness ;  and  we  do  not  know  which 
to  admire  most,  his  heroism  in  withstanding  the  assaults  of  the  enemy  in 
the  most  hopeless  fields  of  Buena  Vista — mourning  in  generous  sorrow  over 
ahe  graves  of  Ringgold,  of  Clay,  of  Hardin — or  in  giving,  in  the  heat  of 
1>attle,  terms  of  merciful  capitulation  to  a  vanquished  foe  at  Monterey> 
«nd  not  being  ashamed  to  avow  that  he  did  it  to  spare  women  and  chil- 
dren, helpless  infancy  and  more  helpless  age,  against  whom  no  American 
Qoldier  ever  wars.    Such  a  military  man,  whose  triumphs  are  neither  re- 
anote  nor  doubtful,  whose  virtues  these  trials  have  tested,  we  are  proud  to 
anake  our  candidate. 

7.  JUnolvedf  That  in  support  of  this  nomination,  we  ask  our  whig  friends 
throughout  the  nation  to  unite,  to  co-operate  zealously,  resolutely,  with 
earnestness,  in  behalf  of  our  candidate,  whom  calumny  can  not  reach,  and 
'with  respectful  demeanor  to  our  adversaries,  whose  candidates  have  yet  to 
^prove  their  claims  on  the  gratitude  of  the  nation. 


1848.— BUFFALO  PLATFORM, 

Utieay  June  22, 

WkertM^  We  have  assembled  in  convention  as  a  union  of  freemen,  for  the 
lake  of  freedom,  forgetting  all  past  political  diflerence,  in  a  common  re* 
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solve  to  maintain  the  rights  of  free  labor  against  the  aggression  of  the 
slave  jx)wer,  and  to  secure  free  soil  to  a  free  people;  and, 

\Vhere(uiy  The  political  conventions  recently  assembled  at  Baltimore  and 
Philadelphia — the  one  stifling  the  voice  of  a  great  constituency,  entitled  to 
be  heard  in  its  deliberations,  and  the  other  abandoning  its  distinctive  princi- 
ples for  mere  availability — have  dissolved  the  national  party  organization 
heretofore  existing,  by  nominating  for  the  chief  magistracy  of  the  United 
States,  under  the  slaveholding  dictation,  candidates,  neither  of  whom  can 
be  supported  by  the  op])onents  of  slavery  extension,  without  a  sacrifice  of 
consistency,  duty,  and  self-respect;  and, 

Whereasj  These  nominations  so  made,  furnish  the  occasion,  and  demon- 
strate the  necessity  of  the  union  of  the  people  under  the  banner  of  free 
democracy,  in  a  solemn  and  formal  declaration  of  their  independence  of 
the  slave  power,  and  of  their  fixed  determination  to  rescue  the  federal  gov- 
ernment from  its  control ;  * 

1.  Rewired,  tfienfore,  That  we,  the  people  here  assembled,  remembering 
the  example  of  our  fathers  in  the  days  of  the  first  declaration  of  independ- 
ence, putting  our  trust  in  God  for  the  triumph  of  our  cause,  and  invoking 
his  guidance  in  our  endeavors  to  advance  it,  do  now  plant  ourselves  upon 
the  national  platform  of  freedom,  in  op|)osition  to  the  sectional  platform 
of  slaverv. 

2.  Ttesolvedf  That  slavery  in  the  several  states  of  this  Union  which  recog- 
nize its  existence,  (lei)ends  upon  the  state  laws  alone,  which  can  not  be  re- 
pealed or  modified  by  the  federal  government,  and  for  which  laws  that 
government  is  not  responsil)le.  We  therefore  propose  no  interference  by 
Congress  with  slavery  within  the  limits  of  any  state. 

3.  Resolved,  That  iho  ])roviso  of  Jeflbrson,  to  prohibit  the  existence  of 
slavery,  after  1800,  in  all  the  territories  of  the  United  States,  southern  and 
northern  ;  the  votes  of  six  states  and  sixteen  delegates  in  Congrt»s8  of  1784, 
for  the  proviso,  to  three  states  and  seven  delegates  against  it;  the  actual 
exclusion  of  slaverv  from  the  northwestern  territorv,  bv  the  ordinance  of 
17S7,  iinaiiiniously  adopted  by  the  states  in  Congress;  and  the  entire  his- 
tory of  that  jH^riod,  clearly  show  that  it  was  the  settled  policy  of  the  na- 
tion not  to  extend,  nationalize  or  encournge.  but  to  limit,  localize,  and  dis- 
courage, slavery ;  and  to  this  policy,  which  should  never  have  l»een  de- 
parted from,  the  government  ought  to  return. 

4.  Jir.<olird,  That  our  fathers  ordained  the  constitution  of  the  United 
States,  in  onler,  among  other  great  national  objects,  to  establish  justice, 
promote  the  general  welfare,  and  secure  the  blessings  of  lilxTty;  but  ex- 
pressly denied  to  the  federal  government,  which  they  created,  all  constitu- 
tional power  to  deprive  any  j)erson  of  life,  liberty,  or  pro}x*rty,  without 
due  legal  process. 
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5.  JBewfcwrfi  That  in  the  judgmeat  of  this  oooTeotioo,  Gbngrea  has  no 
Bora  power  to  make  a  slave  than  to  make  a  king ;  no  more  power  to  ins^i- 
tote  or  establish  slavery  than  to  institute  or  establish  a  monarchy;  no 
•och  power  can  be  found  among  those  specifically  conferred  by  the  coned- 
tation,  or  derived  by  just  implication  from  them. 

6.  Re»ohed,  That  it  is  the  duty  of  the  federal  government  to  relieve  it- 
self from  all  responsibility  for  the  existence  or  continuance  of  slavery 
wherever  the  government  possesses  constitutional  power  to  legislate  on  that 
sabjecty  and  it  is  thus  responsible  for  its  existence. 

7.  Beaohed,  That  the  true,  and,  in  the  judgment  of  this  convention,  the 
only  eafe  means  of  preventing  the  extension  of  slavery  into  territory  now 
&ee|  is  to  prohibit  its  extension  in  all  such  territory  by  an  act  of  Congreob 

8.  Baohedf  That  we  accept  the  issue  which  the  slave  power  has  forced 
vpon  us;  and  to  their  demand  for  more  slave  states,  and  more  slave  terri- 
tory, oor  calm  but  final  answer  is,  no  more  slave  states  and  no  more  slave 
territory.  Let  the  soil  of  our  extensive  domains  be  kept  free  for  the  hardy 
pioneers  of  our  own  land,  and  the  oppresseii  and  banished  of  other  lands, 
seeking  homos  of  comfort  and  fields  of  enterprise  in  the  new  world. 

9.  Besolced,  That  the  bill  lately  reported  by  the  committee  of  eight  in 
the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  was  no  compromise,  but  an  absolute  sur- 
render of  the  rights  of  the  non-slaveholders  of  all  the  states;  and  while  we 
rejoice  to  know  that  a  measure  which,  while  opening  the  door  for  the  in- 
troduction of  slavery  into  the  territories  now  free,  would  also  have  opened 
the  door  to  litigation  and  strife  among  the  future  inhabitants  thereof,  to 
the  ruin  of  their  peace  and  prosperity,  was  defeated  in  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, its  passage,  in  hot  haste,  by  a  majority,  embracing  Several 
senators  who  voted  in  open  violation  of  the  known  will  of  their  constitu- 
ents, should  warn  the  people  to  see  to  it  that  their  representatives  be  not 
suffered  to  betray  them.  There  must  be  no  more  compromises  with  slavery; 
if  made,  they  must  be  repealed. 

10.  Raolvedj  That  we  demand  freedom  and  established  institutions  for 
our  brethren  in  Oregon,  now  exposed  to  hardships,  peril,  and  massacre,  by 
the  reckless  hostility  of  the  slave  power  to  the  establishment  of  free  gov- 
ernment and  free  territories ;  and  not  only  for  them,  but  for  our  brethren 
in  California  and  New  Mexico. 

11.  Resolvedf  It  is  due  not  only  to  this  occasion,  but  to  the  whole  people 
of  the  United  States,  that  we  should  also  declare  ourselves  on  certain  other 
questions  of  national  policy ;  therefore, 

12.  Resolved,  That  we  demand  cheap  postage  for  the  people;  a  retrench- 
ment of  the  expenses  and  patronage  of  the  federal  government ;  the  aboli- 
tion of  all  nnnecessary  offices  and  salaries ;  and  the  election  by  the  peo- 
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pie  of  all  civil  ofBcen  in  the  service  of  the  government,  ao  f ar  as  the  Bame 
maj  be  practicable. 

13.  Benhedt  That  river  and  harbor  improvements^  when  demanded  by 
the  safety  and  convenience  of  commerce  with  foreign  nations,  or  among 
the  several  states,  are  objects  of  national  concern,  and  that  it  is  the  dntj 
of  Ck)ngre8B,  in  the  exercise  of  its'  constitational  power,  to  provide  therefor. 

14.  Ee9olved,  That  the  free  grant  to  actual  settlers,  in  consideration  of 
the  expenses  they  incar  in  making  settlements  in  the  wilderness,  which  are 
usually  fully  equal  to  their  actual  cost,  and  of  the  public  benefits  resnlt- 
ing  therefrom,  of  reasonable  portions  of  the  public  lands,  under  suitable 
limitations,  is  a  wise  and  just  measure  of  public  policy,  which  will  pro- 
mote in  various  ways  the  interests  of  all  the  states  of  this  Union ;  and  we» 
therefore,  recommend  it  to  the  favorable  consideration  of  the  American 
people. 

15.  Baolvedf  That  the  obligations  of  honor  and  patriotism  require  the 
earliest  practical  payment  of  the  national  debt,  and  we  are,  therefore,  in 
favor  of  such  a  tariff  of  duties  as  will  raise  revenue  adequate  to  defray  the 
expenses  of  the  federal  government,  and  to  pay  annual  installments  of  our 
debt  and  the  interest  thereon. 

16.  Be9olvedf  That  we  inscribe  on  our  banner,  "  Free  Soil,  Free  Speech, 
Free  Labor,  and  Free  Men,"  and  under  it  we  will  fight  on,  and  fight  ever, 
until  a  triumphant  victory  shall  reward  our  exertions. 
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CHAPTER  XV. 
TAYLOR  AND  FILLMORE'S  ADMINISTRATIONS. 

1849—1853. 

tayix)r's  policy. 

Taylor  was  not  a  partisan.  He  was  a  whig^  but  from  the 
nature  of  his  profession  had  not  been  much  identified  with  the 
distinctive  policy  of  the  whig  party.  In  taking  upon  himself 
the  duties  to  which  he  had  been  called,  he  proposed  to  be  the 
President  of  the  country  rather  than  his  party.  In  answer  to 
certain  inquiries,  prior  to  his  election,  the  Greneral  professed 
an  aversion  to  the  frequent  use  of  the  veto  power,  believing 
that  it  should  never  be  resorted  to  except  in  '^  cases  of  clear 
violation  of  the  constitution,  or  manifest  haste  and  want  of 
consideration  by  Congress.'*  Upon  the  subject  of  the  tariff, 
the  currency,  the  improvement  of  our  great  highways,  rivers, 
lakes,  and  harbors,  he  thought  the  will  of  the  people,  as  ex- 
pressed through  their  representatives  in  Qongress,  ought  to 
be  respected,  and  carried  out  by  the  Executive.  He  rejoiced 
at  the  successful  termination  of  the  Mexican  war,  and  de- 
clared that  the  principles  of  our  government,  as  well  as  its 
true  policy,  are  opposed  to  the  subjugation  of  other  nations 
and  the  dismemberment  of  other  countries  by  conquest.  In 
dictating  terms  of  peace  with  Mexico  he  believed  that,  as  our 
national  honor  had  been  amply  vindicated,  forbearance  and 
magnanimity  should  be  exercised.  He  determined  to  con- 
duct his  administration  free  from  the  influence  of  pro-slavery 
advocates,  and  appealed  for  support  to  certain  statesmen  who 
accorded  with  his  views  on  the  extension  of  slavery.  Senator 
Seward  responded  and  became  the  executive's  confidential 
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advisor.  The  power  of  removal  and  appointment  was  exer- 
cised with  care  and  deliberation,  with  a  view  to  the  eflBeiency 
of  the  government  service  rather  than  the  advancement  of 
party  favorites. 

SQUATTER  SOVEREIGNTY. 

Upon  the  accession  of  the  pro-slavery  whigs  to  power, 
there  came  into  prominent  existence  the  doctrine  that  the  con- 
stitution gave  Congress  no  power  to  interfere  with  slaverj'  in 
territories,  and  that  the  people  of  each  territory  should  allow 
or  prohibit  slavery  as  they  pleased.  This  was  called  squat- 
ter sovereignty.  By  this  doctrine,  of  course,  the  Missouri 
compromise  of  1820,  which  prohibited  slavery  in  the  territo- 
ries north  of  36°,  30',  was  discarded.  This  was  a  strict  con- 
structionist theory,  and  the  southern  leaders  of  the  democratic 
party  espoused  it  in  opposition  to  the  doctrine  of  the  Wilmot 
proviso,  which  forbade  slavery  in  the  new  territory. 

Congress  met  December  3,  1849;  the  democrats  having  a 
Thirty-first  Congress,  )  majority  in  the  Senate,  and  the  free 
First  Session.  i  soilers  holding  the  balance  of  power 

between  the  other  two  parties  in  the  House.  After  balloting 
a  great  number  of  times,  Howell  Cobb,  of  Georgia,  a  demo- 
crat and  a  slave rj'^  man,  was  chosen  speaker.  On  the  24th, 
the  President  submitted  his  message.  He  suggested  that  the 
deficit  in  the  treasur)^  be  supplied  temporarily  by  loans,  and 
perman(MitIy  by  an  increase  of  tariff  duties.  The  continuance 
or  modUication  of*  the  sub-treasury  was  left  to  the  wisdom  of 
Congress,  wliilo  it  was  recommended  that  the  j)eople  of  the 
territories  of  California  and  New  Mexico  be  left  to  lake  the- 
initiatory  steps  for  admission  as  states. 

GOVERNMENT    FOR   THE    MEXICAN    CESSION. 

In  Doeeniber,  1849,  Congress  began  legislation  for  the- 
establishmcmt  of  government  over  the  territory  acquired  from. 
Mexico.     The  subject  of  slavery  rendered  tlie  task  a  difficult 
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one.  When  several  plans  had  been  submitted  without  suc- 
cess, Mr.  Clay,  January  10,  1850,  introduced  eight  resolu- 
tionS  as  compromises  for  adjusting  the  entire  controversy  on 
slavery.  These  resolutions  were :  1st.  That  California,  with 
suitable  boundaries,  ought  to  be  admitted,  without  restriction 
in  respect  to  slavery ;  2d.  That  as  slavery  was  not  likely  to 
be  introduced  into  any  of  the  territory  acquired  from  Mex- 
ico, appropriate  governments  ought  to  be  established  in  the 
balance  of  the  territory,  without  restriction  in  respect  to 
slavery ;  3d.  That  the  western  boundary  of  Texas  should  be 
so  established  as  not  to  infringe  on  New  Mexico ;  4th.  That 
the  United  States  should  assume  and  j)ay,  u^wn  certain  con- 
ditions, the  debt  of  T(»xas ;  f5tli.  that  it  was  not  expedient 
U)  al)nli>li  ^lavcrv  in  Disti'lcl  of  Cohiinhia  without  consent 
of  the  people  and  eoinpensation  to  the  owners  of  the  slaves; 
6th.  That  it  was  expedient  to  proliibit  the  slave  trade  therein  ; 
7th.  That  furtluT  i)rovision  ou^ht  to  be  made  for  the  reclama- 
tion and  extradition  of  fugitive  slaves;  and  8th.  That  Con- 
gress possesses  no  power  to  prohibit  traffic  in  slaves  between 
the  people  of  the  slaveholding  states^ 

OMNIBT^S   BILL. 

Upon  these  propositions,  separately  and  collectively,  an 
earnest  debate?  ensued,  which  continued  some  four  months, 
when,  April  17,  a  select  committee  of  the  Senate,  headed  by 
Mr.  Clay,  reported  a  bill  consisting  of  thirty-nine  sections, 
embodying  most  of  the  resolutions  which  had  been  discussed. 
From  its  all-comprehensive  nature  it  was  called  the  omnibus 
bill. 

COMPROMISE   MEASURES   OF   1850. 

The  points  comprehended  in  the  omnibus  bill  were  as  fol- 
lows: 1st.  When  new  states  formed  out  of  Texas  present 
themselves,  it  shall  ho  the  duty  of  Congress  to  admit  them; 
2d.    The  immediate  admission  of  California,  with  the  bound- 
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uries  which  she  has  proposed ;  3d.  The  establishment  of  ter- 
ritorial governments  for  Utah  and  New  Mexico,  without  the 
Wilmot  proviso ;  4th.  The  combination  of  points  2  and  3  in 
one  bill ;  6th.  The  excission  from  Texas  of  all  New  Mexico, 
rendering  therefor  a  pecuniary  equivalent ;  6th.  The  enact- 
ment of  a  law  for  the  effectual  rendition  of  fugitive  slaves 
escaping  into  the  free  states ;  7th.  No  interference  with  slavery 
in  the  District  of  Columbia,  but  the  slave  trade  therein 
■should  be  abolished,  under  heavy  penalties.  This  bill  was 
discussed  until  the  last  of  July,  and  then  passed  by  the  Sen- 
ate, but  it  had  been  so  pruned  by  successive  amendments  that 
it  contained  only  a  provision  for  the  organization  of  a  terri- 
torial government  for  Utah.  In  this  condition  it  was  sent  to 
"the  House.  There,  as  a  whole,  the  bill  was  rejected,  but  its 
main  heads  were  passed  in  August  as  separate  bills,  and  were 
•designated  the  compromise  measures  of  1850,  and,  in  their 
accepted  shape,  required:  (1)  Utah  and  New  Mexic<3  to 
be  organized  into  territories,  without  reference  to.  slavery; 
(2)  California  to  be  admitted  as  a  free  state ;  (3)  $10,000,000  to 
be  paid  to  Texas  for  her  claim  to  New  Mexico ;  (4)  fugitive 
slaves  to  be  returned  to  their  masters ;  and  (5)  the  slave  trade 
to  be  abolished  in  the  District  of  Columbia.  The  compro- 
mises were  received  by  the  leaders  of  the  two  great  parties 
as  a  final  settlement  of  the  vexed  questions  which  had  so  long 
troubled  Congress  and  agitated  the  country,  but  the  storm 
was  only  temporarily  allayed.  In  accordance  with  these  meas- 
ures California  became  a  state  of  the  Union  September  9, 1850. 
The  most  important  feature  of  this  bill,  in  its  bearing  upon 
future  struggles  and  conflicts,  was  the  fugitive  slave  law, 
which  was  very  stringent  in  its  provisions.  United  States 
•commissioners  were  directed  and  encouraged  to  surrender 
fugitive  slaves  without  trial  by  jury,  and  such  was  the  dis- 
^st  and  horror  caused  at  the  north  by  the  diligent  and  often 
inhuman  way  in  which  this  was  carried  out^  that  some  north- 
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em  legislatiires  passed  what  were  called  personal  liberty 
lawSy  for  the  protection  of  free  negroes  fidselj  alleged  to  be 
fugitive  slaves.    Congress  adjourned  September  30, 1860. 

DBATH  OF  PRESIDENT  TAYIX>R. 

In  the  midst  of  the  discussion  of  these  topics  occurred  the 
death  of  the  President,  July  9,  1850,  one  year  and  four 
months  after  his  inauguration.  The  beginning  of  his  admin- 
istration was  auspicious  for  the  country,  and  the  people  at- 
tested their  affection  very  strongly  for  the  chief  magistrate  in 
his  death. 

Fillmore's  accession  and  secession. 

Mr.  Fillmore  was  inaugurated  on  the  10th  of  July,  1850. 

He  departed  from  the  policy  of  his  predecessor,  organized  a 

new  cabinet,  used  his  influence  in  favor  of  the  compromise 

measures,  did  not  comply  with  the  whig  platform  of  his  state, 

acted   in   opposition   to  his  own  political  antecedents,  and 

wished,  it  is  thought,  to  form  a  compromise  party,  of  which 

he  should  be  the  head.     Though  not  in  harmony  with  the 

whig  party,  he  did  not  go  so  far  as  to  enter  the  democratic 

ranks. 

SILVER  GRAY   PARTY. 

On  the  26th  of  September,  1850,  the  whigs  of  the  state  of 
New  York  held  a  state  convention  at  Syracuse,  of  which 
E^rancis  Granger  was  chairman.  After  the  nominations  for 
^tate  officers  were  made,  the  convention,  as  usual,  proceeded 
to  express  the  opinion  of  the  party  in  New  York  upon  public 
tneasures  generally,  and  for  this  purpose  the  chair  had  ap- 
pointed a  committee  on  resolutions.  As  the  convention  pro- 
K^eeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  this  committee, 
Mr.  Cornwall  moved  to  substitute,  for  those  reported,  a  series 
of  resolutions  prepared  by  himself,  among  which  was  one  d<^ 
18 
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claring  that  W.  H.  Seward  deserved  the  thanks  of  the  Con- 
vention for  the  fidelity  with  which  he  had  sustained,  in  the 
Senate,  the  liberal  and  long- cherished  principles  of  the  whig- 
party.  Whereupon  Mr.  Duer,  a  member  of  Congress,  and  aa 
adherent  of  the  President,  declared  publicly  that  if  the  reso- 
lutions of  Mr.  Cornwall  were  adopted,  the  whig  party  of  New 
York,  from  that  moment,  would  be  broken  up,  and  that  the 
future  would  determine  where  he  and  his  friends  would  go. 
The  convention  adopted  Mr.  Cornwall's  resolutions  without"- 
a  division,  except  on  the  Seward  resolution,  on  which  the  vot&— 
"stood  seventy -six  for,  to  forty  against."     The  delegates  who- 

opposed  this  resolution,  among  whom  was  the  chairman,  with 

drew  and  convened  in  another  building,  where  they  appointe<L— 
a  convention  of  the  President's  friends,  to  meet  at  Utica  on 
the  17th  of  October.     Pursuant  to  this  call  the  delegates  met^p. 
separated  from  the  whigs,  and  organized  a  party  to  which  they 
gave  the  name  of  "silver  gray."     The  party  approved  th< 
compromise  measures  and  the  policy  of  the  President,  an< 
assumed  the  responsibility  of  preserving  tlie  Union.     This  is^ 
the  party,  it  was  thought,  whieh  ^Ir.  FiUmore  wished  to  form^- 
when  he  ceased  to  act  with  the  whigs.     (Plate  VI.) 

Congress  met  December  2, 1850.     The  business  of  this  ses — 
Thirty-first  Congress,  1  sion  was  merely  routine,  as  the  tariff^ 
Second  Session.  i  internal    improvement,  and    national 

bank  questions  had  temporarily  disapj)eared,  and  neither  party^ 
was  ready  to  take  a  dec'ided  stand  on  the  slavery  question-. 
Congress  adjourned  March  3,  1851. 

Congress  met  December  1,  1854,  the  democrats  having  a 
Thirty-second  Congress,  1  majority  in  both  houses.  The  in- 
First  Session.  J  created  democratic  majority  in  the 
House  showed  that  the  compromise  measures  of  1850  were 
well  n^ceived  bv  the  countrv.  There  was  little  contest  this 
session,  and  the  democratic  majority,  generally,  supported  the 
measures  recommended  by  the  administration.     During  this 
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session  the  country  known  as  the  Platte  Country,  now  Kan- 
sas, applied  for  a  territorial  organization,  but  the  application 
was  not  acted  upon.     Congress  adjourned  August  31, 1852. 

THE  AMERICAN   PARTY. 

The  American  party  was  organized  in  1852,  with  the  pro- 
fessed object  of  purifying  the  ballot-box,  excluding  from  office 
those  of  foreign  birth,  and  opposing  the  eflTorts  to  reject  the 
Bible  from  the  public  schools.  It  operated  secretly  and  with 
astonishing  success.  Its  members  were  sworn  to  support  the 
candidates  put  in  nomination  by  the  order.  At  first  it  se- 
lected candidates  from  all  political  parties.  The  organization 
was  generally  called  the  know-nothing  party,  because,  when 
questioned  concerning  their  order,  the  members  answered 
that  they  knew  nothing. 

ELECTION   OF   1852. 

The  democratic  national  convention  was  held  at  Baltimore^ 
June  1,  1852.  The  two-thirds  rule  was  again  adopted,  and 
on  the  49th  ballot  Franklin  Pierce,  of  New  Hampshire,  was 
nominated  for  President.  William  R.  King,  of  Alabama,  re- 
ceived the  second  place  on  the  ticket.  The  strict  construc- 
tionist platforms  of  preceding  conventions  were  renewed,  the 
Kentucky  and  Virginia  resolutions  of  1798  were  indorsed, 
and  the  candidates  were  pledged  to  support  the  compromise 
measures  of  1850,  including  the  fugitive  slave  law: and  the 
further  agitation  of  the  slavery  question  was  denounced. 

The  whig  national  convention,  also,  met  at  Baltimore  on 
the  16th  of  June.  The  candidates  for  nomination  before  this 
convention  were  President  Fillmore,  Daniel  Webster,  and 
Greneral  Scott.  On  the  fifly-third  ballot  General  Scott  was 
nominated.  William  A.  Graham,  of  North  Carolina,  was  nomi- 
nated for  Vice-President.     A  cautiously-worded,  loose  con- 
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fitriictionist  platform  was  adopted,  and  the  compromises  of 
1850,  fugitive  slave  law  included, ^were  indorsed. 

The  free  soil  democratic  convention  met  at  Pittsburg^ 
August  11.  John  P.  Hale,  of  New  Hampshire,  was  nomi- 
nated for  President,  and  George  W.  Julian,  of  Indiana,  for 
Vice-President.  The  platform  adopted  declared  slavery  to 
be  a  sin  against  God,  and  a  crime  against  man,  and  denounced 
the  compromise  of  1850,  as  well  as  those  who  supported  it. 
Though  they  had  little  hope  of  securing  any  electoral  votes, 
they  thought  that  their  principles  might,  in  time,  enter  the 
other  parties,  and  sever  the  connection  between  the  govern- 
ment and  slavery.  The  democrats  were  a  unit  upon  their 
platform ;  most  of  those  who  had  supported  Van  Buren  in 
1848  returned  to  the  old  party  and  voted  for  Pietxie.  Owing 
to  the  indifference  with  which  their  platform  was  supported, 
the  whigs  could  not  conduct  a  vigorous  canvass.  At  the 
election  they  were  badly  beaten.  Mr.  Pierce  received  254 
electoral  votes  out  of  the  296  cast  in  the  college  of  that  year. 

DISSOLUTION   OF   THE   WHIG    PARTY. 

Before  the  canvass  of  1852  the  whigs  had  avoided  making 
the  question  of  slavery  a  political  issue.  The  compromises 
contained  many  things  offensive  to  the  northern  whigs,  and 
when  the  party  adopted  these  measures  it  became  divided 
against  itself,  and  hence  lacked  that  cohesive  power  necessar}* 
for  a  vigorous  campaign.  This  defeat  proved  its  final  over- 
throw, and  the  members  of  the  party  began  to  look  elsewhere 
for  political  affiliations.     (Plate  VI.) 

Congress  met  Deeeml>er  6,  1852.  A  bill  was  passed  by 
Thirty-second  Congress,  1  the  House  to  organize  the  territory 
Second  Session.  /  of  Nebraska,  with  the  same  bound- 

aries as  those  of  the  formerly  proposed  territory  of  the  Platte. 
It  failed  to  pass  the  Senate.  This  bill  was  opposed  by  south- 
ern members,  who  were  preparing  to  make  the  claim  that  the 
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compromise  of  1850  had  superseded  and  rendered  void  that 
of  1820,  abolishing  the  prohibition  of  slavery  in  the  territory 
north  of  the  Missouri  compromise  line  of  36°  30'  north  lati- 
tude, and  making  it  subject  to  the  operation  of  squatter  sov- 
ereignty. Congress  adjourned  March  3,  1853,  and  March  4 
Pierce  and  King  were  sworn  into  office. 
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1852.— DEMOCRATIC  PLATFORM, 

Baltimore^  June  I. 

Resolutions  1,2,  3, 4,  5, 6  and  7,  of  the  platform  of  1848,  were  reaffirmed, 
to  which  were  added  the  following: 

8.  Besoh^d,  That  it  is  the  duty  of  every  branch  of  the  government  to  en- 
force and  practice  the  most  rigid  economy  in  conducting  our  public  affairs, 
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and  that  no  more  revenue  ought  to  be  raised  than  is  required  to  defray  the 
necessary  expenses  of  the  government,  and  for  the  gradual  but  certain  ex- 
tinction of  the  public  debt. 

9.  Resolved,  That  Congress  has  no  power  to  charter  a  national  bank;  that 
we  believe  such  an  institution  one  of  deadly  hostility  to  the  best  interests 
of  the  country,  dangerous  to  our  republican  institutions  and  the  liberties 
of  the  people,  and  calculated  to  place  the  business  of  the  country  within 
the  control  of  a  concentrated  money  power,  and  thnt  above  the  laws  and 
the  will  of  the  people;  and  that  the  results  of  democratic  legislation,  in 
this  and  all  other  financial  measures,  upon  which  issues  have  been  made 
between  the  two  political  parties  of  the  country,  have  demonstrated  to 
candid  and  practical  men  of  all  parties,  their  soundness,  safety,  and  utility, 
in  all  business  pursuits. 

10.  jResolvedj  That  the  separation  of  the  moneys  of  the  government  from 
banking  institutions  is  indispensable  fo^  the  safety  of  the  funds  of  the  gov- 
ernment and  the  rights  of  the  [ftople. 

11.  JResolved^  That  the  liberal  principles  embodied  by  Jefferson  in  the 
declaration  of  indej)endence,  and  sanctioned  in  the  constitution,  which 
makes  ours  the  land  of  liberty  and  the  asylum  of  the  oppressed  of  every 
nation,  have  ever  been  cardinal  principles  in  the  democratic  faith ;  and 
every  attempt  to  a])ri(lge  the  privilege  of  becoming  citizens  and  the  owners 
of  the  soil  among  us,  ought  be  resisted  with  tlie  same  spirit  that  swept  the 
alien  and  sedition  laws  from  our  statute  book. 

12.  Resolcedf  That  Congress  has  no  power,  under  the  constitution,  to  in- 
terfere with,  or  control,  the  domestic  institutions  of  the  several  states,  and 
that  such  states  are  the  sole  and  proper  judges  of  everything  appertaining 
to  their  own  affairs,  not  prohibiteti  by  the  constitution  ;  that  all  efforts  of 
the  abolitionists  or  others,  made  to  induce  Congress  to  interfere  with  ques- 
tions of  slavery,  or  to  take  incipient  steps  in  relation  thereto,  are  calcu- 
lated to  lead  to  the  most  alarming  and  dangerous  consequences;  and  that 
all  such  efforts  have  an  inevitable  tendency  to  diminish  the  happiness  of 
the  people,  and  endanger  the  stability  and  permanency  of  the  Union,  and 
ought  not  to  be  countenanced  by  any  friend  of  our  political   institutions. 

13.  Besolvedy  That  the  foregoing  proposition  covers,  and  is  intended  to 
embrace,  the  whole  subject  of  slavery  agitation  in  Congress;  and  there- 
fore the  democratic  party  of  the  Union,  standing  on  this  national  plat- 
form, will  abide  by,  and  adhere  to,  a  faithful  execution  of  the  acts  known 
as  the  compromise  measures,  settled  by  the  last  Congress,  "  the  act  for  re- 
claiming fugitives  from  service  or  labor"  included;  which  act,  being  de- 
signed to  carry  out  an  express  provision  of  the  constitution,  can  not,  with 
fidelity  thereto,  be  repealed,  nor  so  changed  aa  to  destroy  or  impair  it« 
<ffi«iency. 
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14.  Be^vedf  That  the  democratic  party  will  resist  all  attempts  at  re- 
newing in  Congress,  or  out  of  it,  the  agitation  of  the  slavery  question, 
under  whatever  shape  or  color  the  attempt  may  be  made. 

[Here  resolutions  13  and  14,  of  the  platform  of  1848,  were  inserted.] 

17.  Resolvedj  That  the  democratic  party  will  faithfully  abide  by  and 
uphold  the  principles  laid  down  in  the  Kentucky  and  Virginia  resolutions 
of  1792  and  1798,  and  in  the  report  of  Mr.  Madison  to  the  Virginia  legis- 
lature in  1799 ;  that  it  adopts  those  principles  as  constituting  one  of  the 
main  foundations  of  its  political  creed,  and  is  resolved  to  carry  them  out 
in  their  obvious  meaning  and  import. 

18.  Reaolvedf  That  the  war  with  Mexico,  upon  all  the  principles  of  pa- 
triotism and  the  law  of  nations,  was  a  just  and  necessary  war  on  our  part, 
in  which  no  American  citizen  should  have  shown  himself  opposed  to  his: 
country,  and  neither  morally  nor  physically,  by  word  or  deed,  given  aid 
and  comfort  to  the  enemy. 

19.  Besolvedy  That  we  rejoice  at  the  restoration  of  friendly  relations  with 
our  sister  Republic  of  Mexico,  and  earnestly  desire  for  her  all  the  bless- 
ings and  prosperity  which  we  enjoy  under  republican  institutions,  and  we 
congratulate  the  American  people  on  the  results  of  that  war  which  have 
so  manifestly  justified  the  jwlicy  and  conduct  of  the  democratic  party,  and 
insured  to  the  United  States  indemnity  for  the  past  and  security  for  the 
future. 

20.  Resolird^  That,  in  view  of  the  condition  of  popular  institutions  in  the 
old  world,  a  high  and  sacred  duty  is  devolved,  with  increased  rcs|K)nsibility, 
upon  the  democracy  of  this  country,  as  the  party  of  the  iH."(»ple,  to  uphold 
and  maintain  the  rights  of  every  state,  and  thercl)y  the  union  of  states,  and 
to  sustain  and  advance  among  them  constitutional  liberty,  by  continuing 
to  resist  all  monopolies  and  exclusive  legislation  for  the  benefit  of  the  few 
at  the  expen.se  of  the  many,  and  by  a  vigilant  and  constant  adherence  to 
those  principles  and  compromises  of  the  constitution,  which  are  broad 
enough  and  strong  enough  to  embrace  and  uphold  the  Union  as  it  is,  and  the 
Union  as  it  should  be,  in  the  full  expansion  of  the  energies  and  capacity  of 
this  great  and  progressive  people. 


1852.-WIIIG  PLATFORM, 

Baltimore,  June  JO. 

The  whigs  of  the  United  States,  in  convention  assembled,  adhering  to 
the  great  conservative  principles  by  which  they  are  controlled  and  gov- 
erned, and  now  as  ever  relying  upon  the  intelligence  of  the  American  peo- 
ple, with  an  abiding  confidence  in  their  capacity  for  self-government  and 
their  devotion  to  the  constitution  and  the  Union,  do  proclaim  the  foll<»w- 
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log  aa  the  political  Beutimenle  and  ilelcrininalion  for  iKe  <«[ 
nml  mHinlenBiice  of  which  their  aationnl  orgnnization  b»  a, 
efiecled : 

1.  The  gtiremment  of  the  United  Slates  is  a!  a  limited  chan 
coD&ned  to  the  exercise  of  powers  expreeal;  grouted   by  the  c< 
and  Huch  as  mnv  be  netesaBry  and  proper  tor  tarrjing  the  gran 
into  full  execution,  and  that  powers  not  gmntcd  or  uecesstuiij 
rfserved  to  the  slates  reapcctively  and  to  the  poople. 

2.  The  stale  governmenls  should  be  held  aecure  to  their  reserve< 
liid  lh«  general  ^vemmeut  sustaintid  in  its  coniililulioniU  powers,  ai 
the  Union  should  be  revered  aud  watched  over  as  the  palladium 
liberties. 

3.  That  while  straggling  freedom  everywhere  enlisla  the  wsrmr« 
pithy  of  the  whig  parly,  we  still  adhere  to  the  doctrines  of  the  I 
his  country,  rs  annouDced  in  his  farewell  address,  of  keeping  ourse... 
from  all  cntnugliug  alliances  with  foreign  countries,  aoil  of  never  qu 

nur  o«^ii  111  st;m<i  iijKin  foreign  ground  ;  ihal  our  iiiissinn  n.s  i  n  [iiiblic  is 
not  to  propagate  our  opinions,  or  impose  on  other  countries  our  forma  of 
government,  by  artifice  or  force,  but  to  teach  by  example,  and  show  by  our 
mccen,  moderation,  and  justice,  the  blessings  of  self-government,  and  the 
tdvantages  of  free  institutions. 

4.  That,  as  the  people  make  and  control  the  government,  they  should 
obey  its  constitution,  laws,  and  treaties  as  they  would  retain  their  self-re- 
ject, and  the  respect  which  Ifaey  claim  and  will  enforce  from  fureigit 

5.  Qovemments  should  be  conducted  on  the  principles  of  the  strictest 
economy ;  and  revenue  sufficient  for  the  expenses  thereof,  in  time  of  peace, 
ought  to  be  derived  mainly  from  a  duly  on  imports,  and  not  from  direct 
taxes ;  and  on  laying  such  duties  sound  policy  requires  a  just  discrimina- 
tioD,  and,  when  practicable,  by  specific  duties,  whereby  suitable  encourage- 
ment may  be  afforded  lo  American  industry,  equally  to  all  classes  and  to 
all  portions  of  the  country. 

6.  The  constitution  vests  in  Congress  the  power  to  open  and  repair  har- 
•>c»rB,  and  remove  obstructions  from  navigable  rivers,  whenever  such  im- 
C>K-x>TemenlB  are  necessary  for  the  common  defense,  and  Cor  the  protection 
i^Ead  facility  of  commerce  with  foreign  nations  or  among  the  slates,  said 
>  approvements  being  in  every  instance  national  and  general  in  their  char- 

7.  The  federal  and  state  governments  are  parts  of  one  system,  alike  nec- 
^■**sary  for  the  common  prosperity,  pence,  and  security,  and  ought  to  be  re- 
K^rded  alike  with  a  cordial,  habitual,  and  immovable  attachment.  Be- 
KXi«ct  for  the  authority  of  each,  and  acquiescence  in  the  just  constitutional 
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measures  of  each,  are  duties  required  by  the  plainest  considerations  of  na- 
tional, state,  and  individual  welfare. 

8.  That  the  series  of  acts  of  the  32d  Congress,  the  act  known  as  the  fngi- . 
tive  slave  law  included,  are  received  and  acquiesced  in  by  the  whig  party 
of  the  United  States  as  a  settlement  in  principle  and  substance  of  the  dan- 
gerous and  exciting  questions  which  they  embrace ;  and,  so  far  as  they  are 
concerned,  we  will  maintain  them,  and  insist  upon  their  strict  enforce- 
ment, until  time  and  experience  shall  demonstrate  the  necessity  of  furthtf 
legislation,  to  guard  against  the  evasion  of  the  laws  on  the  one  hand  and 
the  abuse  of  their  powers  on  the  other — not  impairing  their  present  effi- 
oiency ;  and  we  deprecate  all  further  agitation  of  the  question  thus  settled* 
as  dangerous  to  our  peace,  and  will  discountenance  all  efforts  to  continue 
or  renew  such  agitation,  whenever,  wherever,  or  however  the  attempt  may 
be  made ;  and  we  will  maintain  the  system  as  essential  to  the  nationality 
of  the  whig  party,  and  the  integrity  of  the  Union. 


1852.— FREE  SOIL  PLATFORM, 

Pittsburg^  August  11, 

Having  assembled  in  national  convention  as  the  democracy  of  the  United 
States,  united  by  a  common  resolve  to  maintain  right  against  wrong,  and. 
freedom  against  slavery  ;  confiding  in  the  intelligence,  patriotism,  and  dis* 
criminating  justice  of  the  American  people;  putting  our  trust  in  God  for* 
the  triumph  of  our  cause,  and  invoking  his  guidance  in  our  endeavors  to 
advance  it,  we  now  submit  to  the  candid  judgment  of  all  men,  the  follow- 
ing  declaration  of  principles  and  measures  : 

1.  That  governments,  deriving  their  just  powers  from  the  consent  of  the 
governed,  are  instituted  among  men  to  secure  to  all  those  inalienable 
rights  of  life,  liberty,  and  the  pursuit  of  happiness,  with  which  they  are 
endowed  by  their  creator,  and  of  which  none  can  be  deprived  by  valid  legis- 
lation, except  for  crime. 

2.  That  the  true  mission  of  American  democracy  is  to  maintain  the  lib— 
erties  of  the  people,  the  sovereignty  of  the  states,  and  the  perpetuity  of  the 
Union,  ))y  the  impartial  application  to  public  affairs,  without  nectionaE 
discriminutions,  of  the  fundamental  principles  of  human  rights,  strict  jus— 
tice,  and  an  economical  administration. 

ri.  That  the  federal  government  is  one  of  limited  powers,  derived  solely 
from  the  constitution,  and  the  p^rants  of  power  therein  ought  to  be  strictly 
construed  by  all  the  departments  and  agents  of  the  government,  and  it  i^ 
inexpedient  and  dangerous  to  exercise  tloubtful  constitutional  powers. 

4.  That  the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  ordained  to  form  s 
more  perfect  Union,  to  establish  justice,  and  secure  the  blessings  of  liberty. 
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txpnaHj  denies  to  the  general  government  all  power  to  deprive  any  penon 
of  life,  liberty  or  property,  without  due  process  of  law ;  and,  therefore,  the 
^governments  having  no  more  power  to  make  a  slave  than  to  make  a  kingi 
tkid  no  more  power  to  establish  slavery  than  to  establish  a  monarchy,  should 
St  okice  proceed  to  relieve  itself  from  all  responsibility  for  the  existence  of 
daveiy,  wherever  it  possesses  constitutional  power  to  legislate  for  its  ex- 
tinction. 

&  That,  to  the  persevering  and  importunate  demands  of  the  slave  power 
for  more  slave  states,  new  slave  territories,  and  the  nationalization  of  slav- 
ery, onr  distinct  and  final  answer  is — no  more  slave  states,  nc  slave  terri- 
tory, no  nationalised  slavery,  and  no  national  legislation  for  the  extradi* 
tion  of  slaves. 

6.  That  slavery  is  a  sin  against  God,  and  a  crime  against  man,  which 
xio  human  enactment  nor  usage  can  make  right;  and  that  Christianity, 
Hamanity,  and  patriotism  alike  demand  its  abolition. 

7.  That  the  fugitive  slave  act  of  1850  is  repugnant  to  the  constitution^ 
to  the  principles  of  the  common  law,  to  the  spirit  of  Christianity,  and  to 
the  sentiments  of  the  civilized  world  ;  we,  therefore,  deny  its  binding  force 
-On  the  American  people,  and  demand  its  immediate  and  total  repeal. 

8.  That  the  doctrine  that  any  human  law  is  a  finality,  and  not  subject 
to  modification  or  repeal,  is  not  in  accordance  with  the  creed  of  the  found- 
ers of  our  government,  and  is  dangerous  to  the  liberties  of  the  people. 

9.  That  the  acts  of  Congress,  known  as  the  compromise  measures  of  1850, 
Ijy  making  the  admission  of  a  sovereign  state  contingent  upon  the  adop- 
tion of  other  measures  deman(le<l  by  the  special  interests  of  slavery  ;  by 
t^beir  omission  to  guarantee  freedom  in  the  free  territories ;  by  their  at. 
"tempt  to  impose  unconstitutional  limitations  on  the  powers  of  Congress 
mod  the  people  to  admit  new  states ;  by  their  provisions  for  the  assumption 
of  five  millions  of  the  state  debt  of  Texas,  and  for  the  payment  of  five  mil- 
lions more,  and  the  cession  of  large  territory  to  the  same  state  under 
SXienace,  as  an  inducement  to  the  relimiuishment  of  a  soundless  claim ; 
^nd  by  their  invasion  of  the  sovereignty  of  the  states  and  the  liberties  of 

"^lie  people,  through  the  enactment  of  an  unjust,  oppressive,  and  uncon- 
'^titutional  fugitive  slave  law,  are  proved  to  be  inconsistent  with  all  the 
Ji^rinciples  and  maxims  of  democracy,  and  wholly  inadequate  to  the  settle- 
Xioent  of  the  questions  of  which  they  are  claimed  to  be  an  atljustment. 

10.  That  no  permanent  settlement  of  the  slavery  question  can  be  looked 
except  in  the  practical  recognition  of  the  truth  that  slavery  is  sectional 

Lnd  freedom  national ;  by  the  total  separation  of  the  general  government 
-om  slavery,  and  the  exercise  of  its  legitimate  and  constitutional  influence 
"^>n  the  side  of  freedom  ;  and  by  leavinj?  to  the  states  the  whole  subject  of 
slavery  and  the  extradition  of  fugitives  from  service. 
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11.  That  all  men  have  a  natural  right  to  a  portion  of  the  soil ;  and  that 
as  the  use  of  the  soil  is  indispensable  to  life,  the  right  of  all  men  to  the 
Soil  is  a  8  sacred  as  their  right  to  life  itself.  • 

12.  That  the  public  lands  of  the  United  States  belong  to  the  people,  and 
should  not  be  sold  to  individuals^  nor  granted  to  corporations,  but  should 
be  held  as  a  sacred  trust  for  the  benefit  of  the  people,  and  should  be  granted 
in  limited  quantities,  free  of  cost,  to  landless  settlers. 

13.  That  due  regard  for  the  federal  constitution,  a  sound  administrative 
policy,  demand  that  the  funds  of  the  general  government  be  kept  ^arate 
from  banking  institutions;  that  inland  and  ocean  postage  shoua^  be  re- 
duced to  the  lowest  possible  point ;  that  no  more  revenue  should  be  raised 
than  is  required  to  defray  the  strictly  necessary  expenses  of  the  public  ser- 
vice, and  to  pay  off  the  public  debt ;  and  that  the  power  and  patronage  of 
the  government  should  be  diminished  by  the  abolition  of  all  unnecessary 
offices,  salaries,  and  privileges,  and  by  the  election  by  the  people  of  all  civil 
officers  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  so  far  as  may  be  consistent  with 
the  prompt  and  efficient  transaction  of  the  public  business. 

14.  That  river  and  harbor  improvements,  when  necessary  to  the  safety 
and  convenience  of  commerce  with  foreign  nations,  or  among  the  several 
states,  are  objects  of  national  concern;  and  it  is  the  duty  of  Congress,  in 
the  exercise  of  its  constitutional  powers,  to  provide  for  the  same. 

15.  That  emigrants  and  exiles  from  the  old  world  should  find  a  cordial 
welcome  to  homes  of  comfort  and  fields  of  enterprise  in  the  new ;  and  every 
attempt  to  abriJgt*  their  privilejfe  of  l>ecoming  citizens  and  owners  of  soil 
among  us  ought  to  In?  resisted  with  inflexible  determination. 

16.  That  every  nation  lias  a  clear  right  to  alter  or  change  its  own  gov- 
ernment, and  to  administer  its  own  concerns  in  such  manner  as  may  best 
secure  the  risjhts  and  promote  the  happiness  of  the  |>eople ;  and  foreign  in- 
terference with  that  right  is  a  dangerous  violation  of  the  law  of  nations, 
against  which  all  indei)en«lent  governments  should  protest,  and  endeavor  by 
all  f)ro|>er  menus  to  prevent;  and  especially  is  it  the  duty  of  the  American 
government,  representing  the  chief  republic  of  the  world,  to  protest  against, 
and  by  all  prof>er  means  to  prevent,  the  intervention  of  kings  and  emper- 
ors against  nations  seeking  to  establish  for  themselves  republican  or  consti- 
tutional governments. 

17.  That  the  inde|>cndence  of  Hayti  ought  to  l>e  recognized  by  our  gov- 
ernment, and  our  commercial  relations  with  it  placed  on  the  footing  of  the 
most  fnvored  nations. 

18.  That  as  hv  the  constitution,  **  the  citizens  of  each  state  shall  l)e  enti- 
tied  to  all  the  privileges  and  immunities  of  citizens  in  the  several  states,'* 
the  practice  of  imprisoning  colored  seamen  of  other  states,  while  the  ves- 
sels to  which  they  Wlong  lie  in  port,  and  refusing  the  exercise  of  the  right 
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to  bring  such  cases  before  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  to  test 
the  legality  of  such  proceedings,  is  a  flagrant  violation  of  the  constitution, 
and  an  invasion  of  the  rights  of  the  citizens  of  other  states,  utterly  incon- 
sistent with  the  professions  made  by  the  slaveholders,  that  they  wish  the 
provisions  of  the  constitution  faithfully  observed  by  every  state  in  the 
Union. 

19.  That  we  recommend  the  intrgduction  into  all  treaties  hereafter  to  be 
negotiated  between  the  United  States  and  foreign  nations,  of  some  provis- 
ion for  the  amicable  settlement  of  difficulties  by  a  resort  to  decisive  arbi- 
trations. 

20.  That  the  free  democratic  party  is  not  organized  to  aid  either  the 
whig  or  democratic  wing  of  the  great  slave  compromise  party  of  the  nation, 
but  to  defeat  them  both ;  and  that  repudiating  and  renouncing  both  as 
hopelessly  corrupt  and  utterly  unworthy  of  confidence,  the  purpose  of  the 
free  democracy  is  to  take  possession  of  the  federal  government  and  admin- 
ister it  for  the  better  protection  of  the  rights  and  interests  of  the  whole 
people. 

21.  That  we  inscribe  on  our  banner  Ffee  Soil,  Free  Speech,  Free  Labori 
and  Free  Men,  and  under  it  will  fight  on  a^d  fight  ever,  until  a  triumph- 
ant victory  shall  reward  our  exertions. 

22.  That  upon  this  platform,  the  convention  presents  to  the  Amei'ican 
people,  as  a  candidate  for  the  office  of  President  of  the  United  States,  John 
P.  Hale,  of  New  Hampshire,  and  as  a  candidate  for  the  office  of  Vice* 
President  of  the  United  States,  George  W.  Julian,  of  Indiana,  and  earnestly 
commend  them  to  the  support  of  all  freemen  and  all  parties. 
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CHAPTER  XVI. 
PIERCE'S  ADMINISTRATION. 

1853—1857. 

THE   president's   POLITICAL   VIEWS. 

Mr.  Pierce  held  that  negro  slavery,  in  those  states  where  it 
existed,  was  recognized  by  the  constitution ;  that  it  stood  on 
an  equal  footing  with  any  other  admitted  right,  and  that  the 
states  wherein  it  existed  were  entitled  to  efficient  remedies  to 
enforce  the  constitutional  provisions  which  protected  it.  He 
also  declared  his  opinion,  that  the  compromise  measures,  in- 
cluding the  fugitive  slave  law,  were  strictly  constitutional, 
and  should  be  unhesitatingly  carried  into  effect. 

Congress  met  Deccmbor  5,  1853,  with  an  increased  demo- 
Thirty-third  Congress,  1  cratic  majority  in  both  branches.  In 
First  Session.  /  his   message    to   this   Congress   the 

President  disclaimed  any  purpose,  on  his  part,  of  giving 
prominence  to  any  subject  which  might  be  pro{M?rly  re- 
garded as  set  at  rest  by  the  deliberate  judgment  of  the  peo- 
ple. He  thought  the  present  bright  with  promise,  but  the 
future  demanded  the  exercise  of  active  intelligence  in  order 
that  the  dangers  hitherto  encountered  miirht  not  fail  to  ful- 
fill the  objects  of  a  wise  design.  He  assured  those  who 
placed  him  in  power,  that  the  repose  which  the  country  was 
then  enjoying  should  suffer  no  shock  if  he  had  i)ower  to  avert 
it.  And  yet,  despite  these  assurances,  the  country  was  just 
entering  upon  an  era  of  the  deepest  and  most  intense  agita- 
tion of  the  vexed  question  of  slavery  she  had  ever  yet  ex- 
perienced. 


PIEHCE'S   ADMIKISTRATIOS. 


KANSAS-NEBRASKA    BILL. 


During  the  loot  MnMiuu  of  CkiHgisiiii  aa  attempt  hsd  b6e& 
'e  to  organise  the  territory  ^Nebraska,  bat  the  bill  htv- 
Sjug  passed  the  Honee)'  ^led  to  be  acted  on  in  the  Senate. 
^iTiia  territory  was  a  part  of  the  Louisiana  purchaae.  From 
'fcliis  purchase  there  had  already  been  admitted  into  the  Union 
:Gve  states,  Louiuana,  Missouri,  and  Arkansas,  slave ;  loint 
^■nd  Hionesota,  iree.  The  question  of  slavery  extension  now 
:^reoeived  a  new  impetus. 

In  January,  1851,  Senator  Douglas,  of  Illinois,  reported  ft  . 
"ftsiD  todiganize  the  territory  of  Nebraska.    By  an  amendment 
*-©  this  bill  the  territory  was  divided  into  two  parts,  the 
^Zkne  directly  west  of  Missouri,  and  between  the  parallels  of 
^37**  and  40°,  to  be  called  Kansas,  the  other,  lying  just  north 
^z>f  this,  and  between  the  parallels  of  40°  and  43°,  to  be  called 
^fiebreska.     The  compromise  of  1820  prohibited  slavery  in 
%30th  of  these  territories,  but  the  present  bill  was  so  amended 
«»s  to  declare  the  Missouri  line  annulled  by  the  compromises 
of  1850.     These  measures  were  declared  to  "rest  upon  the 
Igreat  principles  of 'self-govemment,"  that  the  people  should 
Yte  allowed  to  decide  for  themselves  the  questions  of  their  do- 
Kuestic  institutions.     The  Douglas  bill  was  advocated  by  the 
cjemocratic  party,  which,  being  in  the  ascendency  in   both 
liouses,  carried  the  measure  without  difficulty.     The  free-soil 
j»rty  and  the  anti-alavery  whigs  contested  the  movement  at  ^ 

every  step.     This  division  iu  the  whig  party  proved  its  6nal  flc 

fJestruction.  Thename"whig"  was  repudiated  by  the  northern  ^ 

Bectioti  of  the  party,  who,  for  a  time,  were  denominated  anti-     ,.,  'nJrv 
Nebraska  men.     The  southern  section  managed  to  exist  a  few 
years  longer,  but  being  so  nearly  like  the  southern  democracy 
on  the  question  of  slavery  they  could  hardly  be  called  a  dis- 
tinct party.     The  passage  of  this  bill  opened  all  the  territo- 


« 
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ries  to  the  introduction  of  slavery,  if  the  citizens  should 
elect.     Congress  adjourned  August  7,  1854. 

Congress  met  December  4,  1854.  During  this  session  the 
Thirty-third  Confess,  1  question  of  internal  improvements 
Second  Session.  i  came  up  again,  but  aside  from  that :: 

there  was  little  party  contest.  Certain  public  improvements 
were  provided  for,  and  among  them  was  the  construction  of 
military  roads  in  the  territories  of  Nebraska,  Kansas,  and 
Washington.  This  Congress  also  passed  an  act  establishing 
a  court  for  the  investigation  of  claims  against  the  United 
States;  for  the  remodeling  of  the  diplomatic  and  consular 
service  of  the  United  States ;  for  granting  bounty  land  to 
oflBcers  and  soldiers  for  military  service,  and  for  the  reduction 
of  postage,  fixing  the  rate  on  a  single  letter  for  three  thousand 
miles,  or  less,  at  three  cents ;  over  that  distance,  at  ten  cents. 
A  river  and  harbor  bill  was  also  passed,  but  the  President 
vetoed  it.     Congress  adjourned  March  3,  1855. 

TERRITORIAL    LEGISLATURE. 

The  repeal  of  the  Missouri  compromise,  and  organization 
of  Kansas,  opened  that  territory  to  the  influx  of  contending 
populations — those  from  the  slave  states  desiring  to  occupy 
it,  while  the  northern  states  determined  that  it  should  be 
colonized  with  those  opposed  to  slavery.  The  slaveholders 
of  western  Missouri,  which  lav  between  Kansas  and  the  free 
states,  had  early  gone  over  the  line  and  pre-empted  lands,  at 
the  same  time  warning  free  immigrants  not  to  pass  through 
Missouri. 

The  election  of  a  delegate  to  Congress  came  oif  on  the  29tli 
of  November,  1854.  Armed  bands  of  men  came  over  from 
Missouri,  and  voting  for  their  favorite  candidate  procured 
his  election.  On  the  30tli  of  March,  1855,  occurred  the 
election  for  members  of  the  first  legislature.  The  same  tac- 
tics were  repeated  as  in  the  previous  election,  and  some  four 
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■  or  five  thousand  Missourians  entered  the  territory  and  eon- 
'    ;    trolled  the  vote.     Owing  to  the  illegality  of  this  election, 
'    Governor  Reeder  called  for  another  election  in  six  of  the  dis- 
tricts.    This  time  the  citizens,  with  the  exception  of  one  pre- 
tinct,  enjoyed  their  political  rights. 

When  the  legislature  assembled  at  Pawnee,  July  2,  1855, 
he  seats  of  the  members  chosen  at  the  second  election  were 
contested,  except  those  from  the  precinct  at  which  fraudulent 
votes  had  been  cast.  Subsequently  every  contested  member 
was  rejected,  the  certificates  of  the  Governor  being  disre- 
garded. The  legislature  thus  organized,  removed  the  seat 
of  government  to  the  Shawnee  mission  and  began  the  work 
of  enacting  laws.  They  adopted  the  laws  of  the  state  of  Mis- 
souri entire,  adding  some  original  laws  which  fixed  the  pen- 
alty of  death  for  nearly  fifty  offenses  against  slavery.  Gov- 
ernor Keeder,  thinking  that  the  administration  would  support 
him,  refused  to  recognize  the  legislature. 

TOPEKA   CONSTITUTION. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  inhabitants  of  Kansas,  held  August  15, 
1855,. at  Lawrence,  for   consultation    in   reference  to  their 
political  and  social  condition,  resolutions  were  adopted  re- 
questing the  bona  fide  citizens  of  the  various  districts  to  send 
delegates  to  a  convention  at  Topeka,  to  consider  the  propriety 
of  adopting  a  constitution  and  making  application  for  admis- 
sion into  the  Union.     On  the  19th  day  of  September  the  pro- 
posed convention  assembled  and  appointed  an  election  for  the 
second  Tuesday  of  the  following  October,  at  which  delegates 
should  be  chosen  to  a  constitutional  convention.     This  con- 
vention assembled  at  Topeka,  on  the  25th  of  October,  1855, 
and  prepared  a  free-state  constitution,  which  was  ratified  by 
the  people  on  the  15th  day  of  the  next  December.     Kansas 
applied  for  admission  into  the  Union  under  the  Topeka  con- 
19 
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stitution,  but  was  refused.  The  election  for  state  oiBcers  un- 
der  this  constitution  was  held  Jan.  15,  1856.  The  state  leg- 
islature, chosen  at  this  election,  met  on  the  4th  of  March,  and, 
after  organizing,  adjourned  till  the  4th  of  July.  There  were 
now  two  legislatures  in  Kansas — one  favoring,  and  the  other 
opposing,  slavery. 

Congress  met  December  3,  1855.  The  democrats  had  a 
Thirty-fourth  Congress,  1  majority  in  the  Senate,  but  in  the 
First  Session.  /  House  the  anti-Nebraska  men  were 

in  the  lead.  The  Kansas  troubles  occupied  the  time  during 
the  greater  part  of  this  session.  A  committee  was  sent  to 
Kansas  "clothed  with  ample  powers  to  make  a  thorough  in- 
vestigation of  the  allege<l  frauds  in  that  territory.  This  com- 
mittee, in  an  able  and  lengthy  report,  showed  conclusively 
that  no  fair  election  had  been  lield  there  at  all.  An  army 
appropriation  bill,  with  a  proviso  forbidding  the  use  of  the 
army  in  the  interests  of  the  pro-slavery  legislature  of  Kan- 
sas, was  passed  by  the  House.  The  proviso  was  r('jecte<l  by 
the  S(»nate.  Before  the  two  Houses  could  come  to  an  agree- 
ment the  time  for  an  adjournment  (August  18,  1850)  came, 
leaving  the  army  i)ill  unpassed.  At  an  extra  session  of  Con- 
gress, immediately  called  by  the  President,  the  army  bill  Wiis 
passed  without  the  proviso,  and  Congress  again  adjourned, 
August  30,  1856. 

KANSAS    WAR. 

In  a  special  message  to  Congr(\ss,  sent  January  24,  1856, 
the  President  recognized  tlu*  pro-slavery  legislature,  and 
characterized  the  attempt  to  form  a  free-state  govrmment  in 
the  territories,  without  the  consent  of  the  federal  authorities, 
as  an  act  of  rebellion.  He  then  issued  a  proclamation  advis- 
ing all  persons  engaged  in  disturbing  the  peaet*  of  Kansas  to 
retire  to  their  homes  ;  and  Unite<l  States  troops  w(Te  placed  at 
the  disposal  of  Governor  Shannon  to  enforce  the  laws  of  the 
pro-slavery  l(\irislature.     Forces  were  mustered  on  bi>th  sides^ 
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'  and  a  avil  wbt  ensued,  which  was  kept  up  throughout  the 
yetr.  Duriog  its  progress  I^wrence  and  Ossawattomie  vrvn 
ncked  and  a  great  deal  of  mischief  done.  By  the  end  of  tha 
year  Governor  Geary,  who  had  succeeded  Governor  Shannon, 
had  about  established  peace. 

.  ABSAULT  UPON  CHARLES    SUUNEB. 

The  Kansas  trouble  engendered  great  excitement  throuj^- 
out  the  country  and  in  Congress.  This  feeling  was  intensi- 
fied by  an  assault  upon  Senator  Sumner  upon  the  floor  of  tiie 
Senate,  which  occurred  May  22,  1856.  While  sitting  in  his 
seat,  after  the  adjournment  of  the  Senate,  he  was  approached 
by  one  Preston  S.  Brooks,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives from  SiMith  Carolina,  who  iiiflictc<l  njwn  his  head 
several  stunning  blows  from  the  liead  of  a  cane  wliicii  he  had, 
causing  Mr.  Sumner  to  sink  to  the  floor  in  exhaustion,  cov- 
ered with  blood.  Tho  assault  wan  made  in  revenge  for  a 
speech  which  Senator  Snmner  had  dilivcred  a  f(?w  days  be- 
fore on  the  a<lmission  of  Kansas.  The  injuries  inflicted  were 
so  severe  that  scveiul  years'  absence  from  tlio  Senate  and  the 
country  was  necessary  for  Iiis  recovery,  A  resolution  of 
censure,  passed  by  the  House,  caused  Brooks  to  resign,  but 
he  was  unanimously  re-elected  by  his  constituent*!,  who  thus 
indorsed  tliis  act  of  brutal  outrage.  Massachusetts  answered 
this  insult  by  refusing  to  elect  a  successor  to  Mr.  Sumner, 
thus  leavTDg  hischair  vacant  in  the  Senate. 

THE   AMERICAS    PARTY. 

The  American  party  at  first  selected  candidates  from  the 
other  jtolitical  parties,  but  finding  their  growth  so  rapid,  and 
their  effect  upon  elections  so  telling,  they  were  encouraged  to 
nominate  their  own  ticket,  independent  of  the  other  parties. 
After  the  passage  of  the  Kansas-Nebntska  bill  this  organiza- 
tion received  considerable  strength  from  the  southern  whigs^ 


292  HISTORY   OP  AMERICAN   POLITICS. 

who  could  not  unite  with  the  democratic  party.  In  1855  it 
triumphed  in  nine  of  the  state  elections.  Emboldened  by 
this  success  the  Americans  met  in  national  convention  at 
Philadelphia,  February  22,  1856,  and  nominated  a  presiden- 
tial ticket,  consisting  of  Millard  Fillmore  and  A.  J.  Donald- 
son.    (Plate  VI.) 

THE   REPUBLICAN   PARTY. 

The  proposed  repeal  of  the  Missouri  compromise,  which 
was  provided  for  by  the  Kansas-Nebraska  bill,  produced  a 
simultaneous  uprising  of  the  people  of  the  free  states  in  op- 
position to  the  measure,  and  caused  an  earnest  discus:<ion 
from  the  pulpit,  the  press,  and  the  platform.  Many  anti- 
slavery  men,  belonging  to  the  different  parties,  soon  came  to 
the  conclusion  that  the  triumph  of  their  cause  could  be  se- 
cured only  "through  the  formation  of  a  new  party,  which 
could  act  without  the  embarrassment  of  a  pro-slavery  wing." 
The  first  effort  towards  the  formation  of  such  a  party  was  al 
Ripon,  Wisconsin,  Fond  du  Lac  county,  during  the  early 
months  of  1854.  At  a  meeting  called  by  Mr.  A.  E.  Hovey, 
and  held  on  the  last  of  February,  a  resohition  was  adopted 
that  provided  that,  if  the  Kansas-Nebraska  bill  should  pass, 
they  would  *' throw  old  party  organizations  to  the  winds  and 
organize  a  new  party  on  the  sole  issue  of  the  non-extension 
of  slavery."  Another  meeting  was  held  on  the  2(>th  of 
March,  at  which  Mr.  Bovcy  expressed  the  opinion  that  the 
new  party  would  probably  receive  the  name  of  "  rrpubli(»an." 
At  a  convention  held  the  following  July,  the  organiziUion  of 
this  party  was  perfected  for  the  state  of  Wisconsin.  The 
Detroit  Tribune  "  took  ground  in  favor  of  disbanding  the  whig 
and  free-soil  parties,  and  of  the  organizati(>n  of  a  new  partv, 
composed  of  all  the  opponents  of  slavery  extension."  A 
mass  convention  met  on  the  6th  of  July  and  adopted  a  plat- 
form opposing  the  extension  of  slavery,  and  gave  to  the  new 


par»y  the  namo  of  republican.  This  occurred  in  Miolugan^ 
and  preceded  tlie  orgiuiization  of  tlus  party  iu  oclier  sections 
i}f  the  Union.  Throughout  the  year  1854,  in  tboae  states 
that  held  dictions,  the  new  party  was  organized,  ortheuiti- 
Xeljra.ska  [Hirti^ms  supported  a  fui»ion  ticket  tliat  accorded 
vitli  tbeir  sentiments. 

l^e  republican  party  in  several  states  was  not  oif;anised 
till  1856.  Meetingwith  encouraged  saccess  at  state  elections, 
the  new  party,  from  a  small  beginning,  increased  rapidly  in 
namben,«nd  drew  into  its  fold  by  degrees  all  those  who  op- 
posed tlie  extension  of  slavery  into  the  territories.  Thus  by 
the  fusion  of  whigs,  free-soilers,  anti-Nebraska  demoorata, 
and  anti-slavery  Americans,  the  republican  party  was  organ- 
ized. 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  new  party  was  a  loose  construc- 
tionist party,  inheriting  the  desire  of  the  federalists  and 
whigs  for  protective  tariffs,  internal  improvements,  and  a 
system  of  national  bank  currency,  and  adding  to  them  the 
further  principle  that  the  federal  government  had  "power  to 
control  slavery  in  the  territories."  Its  first  national  conven- 
tion was  held  in  Philadelphia,  June  17,  1856,  at  which  time 
they  nominated  John  C  Fremont,  of  California,  for  Presi- 
dent, and  William  L.  Dayton,  of  New  Jersey,  for  Vice-Pres- 
ident, and  adopted  a  platform  in  line  with  the  above  princi- 
ples.   (Plate  VI.) 

DEMOCRATIC    NOMINATIONS. 

The  democratic  national  convention  met  at  Cincinnati,  on 
the  2d  of  June,  and  adopted  the  usual  strict  constructionist 
platform.  In  addition,  they  condemned  know-nothingism, 
endorsed  the  Kansas-Nebraska  bill  and  the  repeal  of  the 
compromise  of  1820,  Its  candidates  were  James  Buchanan, 
of  Pennsylvania,  and  John  C.  Breckinridge,  of  Kentucky.- 

Congress  met  December  1,  1856.    The  union  of  the  vari- 


294  HISTORY  OP  AMERICAN   POLITICS. 

Thirty-fourth  Congress,  1  ous  elements   into   the   republican 
Second  Session.  /  party  had  somewhat  altered  the  po- 

litical complexion  of  the  House,  no  party  having  a  majority. 
This  session  passed  the  Tariff  of  1857 j  which  was  a  reduction 
of  "  duties  on  imports  to  a  lower  rate  than  that  of  other  tariffs 
since  1816."  The  time  of  this  session  was  priDcipally  taken 
up  with  the  troubles  in  Kansas.  The  free-state  legislature 
attempted  to  have  another  meeting  at  Topeka,  but  were  dis- 
persed by  federal  interference.  The  House  passed  a  resolu- 
tion declaring  the  acts  of  the  territorial  legislature  "cruel, 
oppressive,  illegal,  and  void."  The  Senate  refused  to  jmiss  it. 
The  counting  of  the  electoral  votes  in  February,  1857, 
showed  the  following  result :  Buchanan  and  Breckinridge, 
174;  Fremont  and  Dayton,  114;  Fillmore  and  Donaldson, 
8  —  the  electoral  vote  of  Maryland  only.  Buchanan  and 
Breckinridge  were  therefore  elected.  Congress  adjourned 
March  3, 1857,  and  on  March  4  the  President-elect  and  Vice- 
President-elect  took  the  oath  of  office. 
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1856.— AMERICAN  PLATFORM, 

PhUadelphia,  Fchntars  SI. 

1.  An  humble  acknowledgment  to  the  Supreme  Being  for  bia  protect- 
ing care  vouchsafed  to  our  Fnthcrs  in  their  Hiiccessful  revolutionary  strug- 
gle, and  hitherto  maiiifestefl  lo  us,  their  descendants,  in  the  preservation 
-«f  the  liberties,  the  Independence,  aiid  the  union  ol  these  states. 

2.  The  perpetuation  of  the  Federal  Union  and  constitution,  as  the  pal- 
Jadium  of  our  civil  and  religious  liberties,  and  the  only  sure  bulwarks  of 
-American  independence, 

3.  Ameriaara  must  nUe  Aiaeriai!  and  lo  this  end  nalirt-bara  citizens 
-should  be  selected  for  all  state,  federal,  and  municipal  offices  of  govern- 
ment employment,  in  preference  to  all  others,     Neiitrihdas, 

i.  FerwDs  bom  of  American  parents  residing  teroporarity  abroad, 
should  be  entitled  to  all  the  rights  of  native-bom  citizens. 

5.  No  person  should  be  selected  for  political  station  (whether  of  native 
■or  foreign  birth),  who  recognizes  any  allegiance  or  obligation  of  any  de- 
scription to  any  foreign  prince,  potentate,  or  power,  or  who  refuses  to  re- 
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cognize  the  federal  and  Btate  constitutions  (each  within  its  sphere)  as  para- 
mount to  all  other  laws,  as  rules  of  political  action. 

6.  The  unequaled  recognition  and  maintenance  of  the  reserved  rights 
of  the  several  states,  and  the  cultivation  of  harmony  and  fraternal  good- 
will between  the  citizens  of  the  several  states,  and,  to  this  end,  non-inier- 
ference  by  Congress  with  questions  appertaining  solely  to  the  individual 
states,  and  non-intervention  by  each  state  with  the  affairs  of  any  other 
state. 

7.  The  recognition  of  the  right  of  native-bom  and  naturalized  citizens  of 
the  United  States,  permanently  residing  in  any  territory  thereof,  to  frame 
their  constitution  and  laws,  and  to  regulate  their  domestic  and  social 
affairs  in  their  own  mode,  subject  only  to  the  provisions  of  the  federal  con- 
stitution,  with  the  privilege  of  admission  into  the  Union  whenever  they 
have  the  requisite  population  for  one  representative  in  Congress:  Provided^ 
always,  that  none  but  those  who  are  citizens  of  the  United  States  under  the 
constitution  and  laws  thereof,  and  who  have  a  fixed  residence  in  any  such 
territory,  ought  to  participate  in  the  formation  of  the  constitution  or  in 
the  enactment  of  laws  for  said  territory  or  state. 

8.  An  enforcement  of  the  principles  that  no  state  or  territory  ought  to 
admit  others  than  citizens  to  the  right  of  suffrage  or  of  holding  political 
offices  of  the  United  States. 

9.  A  change  in  the  laws  of  naturalization,  making  a  continued  resi- 
dence of  twenty-one  years,  of  all  not  heretofore  provided  for,  an  indispen- 
sable requisite  for  citizenship  hereafter,  and  excluding  all  paujH'rs  and 
persons  convicted  of  crime  from  landing  ui>on  our  shores;  but  no  inter- 
ference with  the  vested  rights  of  foreigners. 

10.  Opposition  to  any  union  between  church  and  state;  no  interference 
with  religious  faith  or  worship;  and  no  test-oaths  for  otfice. 

11.  Free  and  thorough  investigation  into  any  and  all  alleged  abuses  of 
public  functionaries,  and  a  strict  economy  in  public  expenditures. 

12.  The  maintenance  and  enforcement  of  all  laws  constitutionally  en- 
acted, until  said  laws  shall  be  repealed,  or  shall  be  declared  null  and  void 
by  competent  judicial  authority. 

13.  Opposition  to  the  reckless  and  unwise  })olicy  of  the  present  adminis- 
tration in  the  general  management  of  our  national  affairs,  and  more  espe- 
cially as  shown  in  removing  *'American5i'-  (by  diisignation)  and  conserva- 
tives in  principle,  from  office,  and  placing  foreigners  and  ultrai.sts  in  their 
places;  as  shown  in  a  truckling  subserviency  to  the  stronger,  and  an  inso- 
lent and  cowardly  bravado  towards  the  weaker  j>owers;  as  shown  in  re- 
opening sectional  agitation,  by  the  repeal  of  the  Missouri  compromise;  as 
shown  in  granting  to  unnaturalized  foreigners  the  right  of  sufirage  in  Kan- 
sas and  Nebraska;  as  shown  in  its  vacillating  course  on  the  Kansas  and 
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Nebrmka  qa^ion;  ns  «hown  in  the  corruptiuns  which  perv! 
the  (JepartmentH  of  ihc  government;  as  ahown  in  di«i;rnciug 
nara!  officers  through  prejudice  or  caprice ;  and  as  Bhown  in  ti 
ing  mismnnnifeiai^m  of  our  foreign  relatioon. 

14.  l*hereFiire,  to  remedj  exinting  evils  and  prevent  the  dis.iatrons 
^ucnces  olherwise  resnlting  therefrom,  we  would  build  up  the  "Atli- 
can  pnrty  "  upon  the  printiptes  hereinbefore  stated. 

15.  That  each  state  council  shall  have  authority  to  amend  their  sever, 
constitutions,  ao  as  to  abolish  the  several  degrees,  nnd  substitute  a  pled^^ 
of  honor,  in»lead  of  other  obligations,  for  fellowship  and  admisBion  into 
the  party. 

16.  A  free  and  open  discussion  of  all  political  principles  embraced  in 
onr  platform. 


185a.— DEMOCRATIC  PLATFORM, 
Adopted  at  OinnnTKili,  June  S. 

Booked,  That  the  American  democracy  place  their  trust  in  the  intelli- 
gence, the  patriotism,  and  the  discriminating  justice  of  the  American  peo- 
pU. 

Raobxd,  That  we  regard  this  as  a  distinctive  feature  of  our  political 
ct«ed,  which  we  are  proud  to  maintain  before  the  world  as  a  great  moral 
elemeut  in  a  form  of  government  springing  from  and  upheld  by  the  popu- 
lar will ;  and  we  contrast  it  with  the  creed  and  practice  of  federalism, 
under  whatever  name  or  form,  which  seeks  to  palsy  the  will  of  the  con- 
•titnent,  and  which  conceives  no  imposture  too  monstrous  for  the  popular 
crednlity, 

Raohed,  thereon.  That,  entertaining  these  views,  the  democratic  party 
of  this  Union,  through  their  delegates,  assembled  in  general  convention, 
coming  together  in  a  spirit  of  concord,  of  devotion  to  the  doctrines  and 
faith  of  a  free  representative  government,  and  appealing  to  their  fellow 
dlitens  for  the  rectitude  of  their  intentions,  renew  and  reassert,  before  (he 
American  people,  the  declaration  of  principles  avowed  by  them,  when,  on 
fanner  occasions,  in  general  convention,  they  have  presented  their  candl- 
data  for  the  popular  sufTrage. 

1.  That  the  federal  government  is  one  of  limited  power,  derived  solely 
from  the  constitution,  and  the  grants  of  power  made  therein  ought  to  be 
strictly  construed  by  all  the  departments  and  agents  of  the  government, 
and  that  it  is  inexpedient  and  dangerous  to  exercise  doubtful  constitutional 

S.  nutt  the  constitution  does  not  confer  upon  the  general  government 
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the  power  to  commence  and  carry  on  a  general  system  of  internal  im- 
provements. 

3.  That  the  constitution  does  not  confer  authority  upon  the  federal  gOT- 
ernment,  directly  or  indirectly,  to  assume  the  debts  of  the  several  states, 
contracted  for  local  and  internal  improvements  or  other  state  purposes; 
nor  would  such  assumption  be  just  or  expeciient. 

4.  That  justice  and  soun<I  policy  forbid  the  federal  government  to  foster 
one  branch  of  industry  to  the  detriment  of  another,  or  to  cherish  the  inter- 
ests of  one  portion  of  our  common  country ;  that  every  citizen  and  every 
section  of  the  country  has  a  right  to  demand  and  insist  upon  an  equality 
of  rights  and  privileges,  and  a  complete  and  ample  protection  of  persons 
and  property  from  domestic  violence  and  foreign  aggression. 

5.  That  it  is  the  duty  of  every  branch  of  the  government  to  enforce  and 
practice  the  most  rigid  economy  in  conducting  our  public  affairs,  and  that 
no  more  revenue  ought  to  be  raised  than  is  required  to  defray  the  neces- 
sary expenses  of  the  government  and  gradual  but  certain  extinction  of  the 
public  debt. 

6.  That  the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands  ought  to  be  sacredly  applied  to 
the  national  objects  specified  in  the  constitution,  and  that  we  are  opposed 
to  any  law  for  the  distribution  of  such  proceeds  among  the  states,  as  alike 
inexpedient  in  policy  and  repugnant  to  the  constitution. 

7.  That  Congress  has  no  power  to  charter  a  national  bank ;  that  we  be- 
lieve such  an  institution  one  of  deadly  hostility  to  the  best  interests  of  this 
country,  dangerous  to  our  republican  institutions  and  the  liberties  of  the 
])eopIe,  and  calculated  to  place  the  business  of  the  country  within  the  con- 
trol of  a  concentrate<l  money  power  and  above  the  laws  and  will  of  the 
people;  and  the  results  of  the  democratic  legislation  in  this  and  all  other 
financial  measures  njwn  which  issues  have  been  made  between  the  two  po- 
litical parties  of  the  country,  have  demonstrate<l  to  candid  and  practical 
men  of  all  parties  their  soundness  safety,  and  utility  in  all  businefv  pur- 
suits. 

S.  That  the  separation  of  the  moneys  of  the  government  from  banking 
institutions  is  indisiiensahle  to  the  safety  of  the  funds  of  the  government 
and  the  rights  of  the  |K*opIe, 

9.  That  we  are  <ieci(iedly  opf)osed  to  taking  from  the  President  the  qual- 
ified veto  iH)wer,  by  which  he  is  enabled,  under  restric^tions  and  respousi- 
bilitit^  amply  suflirient  to  guard  the  public  interests,  to  suspend  the  pas- 
sap:e  of  a  !)iH  whose  merits  can  not  secure  the  approval  of  two-thirds  of  the 
Senate  and  House  of  Kepresi'ntatives,  until  the  jud^j^raent  of  the  p^^oplf 
can  be  obtained  thereon,  and  which  has  saved  the  American  (K'ople  Iror 
the  corrupt  and  tyrannical  dominion  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States  an 
from  a  corrupting  system  of  general  internal  improvements. 
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10.  That  the  liberal  principles  embodied  by  Jefferson  in  the  Declaration 
of  Independence,  and  sanctioned  in  the  constitution,  which  makes  ours  the 
land  of  liberty  and  the  asylum  of  the  oppressed  of  every  nation,  have  ever 
been  cardinal  principles  in  the  democratic  faith ;  and  every  attempt  to 
abridge  the  privilege  of  becoming  citizens  and  owners  of  soil  among  us, 
ought  to  be  resisted  with  the  same  spirit  which  swept  the  alien  and  sedi- 
tion laws  from  our  statute  books. 

And  Whereas,  Since  the  foregoing  declaration  was  uniformly  adopted 
by  our  predecessors  in  national  conventions,  an  adverse  political  and  reli- 
gious test  has  been  secretly  organized  by  a  party  claiming  to  be  exclusively 
Americans,  and  it  is  proper  that  the  American  democracy  should  clearly 
define  its  relations  thereto;  and  declare  its  determined  opposition  to  all 
secret  political  societies,  by  whatever  name  they  may  be  called. 

Besoived^  That  the  foundation  of  this  union  of  states  having  been  laid 
in,  and  its  prosperity,  expansion,  and  pre-eminent  example  in  free  govern- 
ment built  upon,  entire  freedom  of  matters  of  religious  concernment,  and 
no  respect  of  persons  in  regard  to  rank  or  place  of  birth,  no  party  can 
justly  be  deemed  national,  constitutional,  or  in  accordance  with  American 
principles,  which  bases  its  exclusive  organization  upon  religious  opinions 
and  accidental  birth-place.  And  hence  a  political  crusade  in  the  nine- 
teenth century,  and  in  the  United  States  of  America,  against  Catholics  and 
foreign-born,  is  neither  justified  by  the  past  history  or  future  prospects  of 
the  country,  nor  in  unison  with  the  spirit  of  toleration  and' enlightened 
freedom  which  peculiarly  distinguishes  the  American  system  of  popular 
government. 

Eesolved,  Tliat  we  reiterate  with  renewed  energy  of  purpose  the  well-con- 
sidered declarations  of  former  conventions  upon  the  sectional  issue  of  do- 
mestic slavery,  and  concerning  the  reserved  rights  of  the  states —  . 

1.  That  Congress  has  no  power  under  the  constitution  to  interfere  with 
or  control  the  domestic  institutions  of  the  several  states,  and  that  all  such 
states  are  the  sole  and  proper  judges  of  everything  appertaining  to  their 
own  affairs  not  prohibited  by  the  constitution;  that  all  efforts  of  the  abo- 
litionists or  others,  made  to  induce  Congress  to  interfere  with  questions  of 
iilavery,  or  to  take  incipient  steps  in  relation  thereto,  are  calculated  to  lead 
to  the  most  alarming  and  dangerous  consequences,  and  that  all  such  efforts 
have  an  inevitable  tendency  to  diminish  the  happiness  of  the  people  and 
endanger  the  stability  and  permanency  of  the  Union,  and  ought  not  to  be 
countenanced  by  any  friend  of  our  political  institutions. 

2.  That  the  foregoing  proposition  covers  and  was  intended  to  embrace 
the  whole  subject  of  slavery  agitation  in  Congress,  and  therefore  the  demo- 
cratic party  of  the  Union,  standing  on  this  national  platform,' will  abide 
by  and  adhere  to  a  faithful  execution  of  the  acts  known  as  the  compromise 
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measures,  settled  by  the  Congress  of  1850 — "the  act  for  reclaioiing  fugi- 
tives from  service  or  labor''  included ;  which  act,  being  designed  to  cany 
out  an  express  provision  of  the  constitution,  can  not,  with  fidelity  thereto. 
be  repealed,  or  so  changed  as  to  destroy  or  impair  its  efficiencj. 

3.  That  the  democratic  party  will  resist  all  attempts  at  renewing  in  Con- 
gress, or  out  of  it,  the  agitation  of  the  slavery  question,  under  whatever 
shape  or  color  the  attempt  may  be  made. 

4.  That  the  democratic  party  will  faithfully  abide  by  and  uphold  the 
principles  laid  down  in  the  Kentucky  and  Virginia  resolutions  of  1792 
and  1798,  and  in  the  report  of  Mr.  Madison  to  the  Virginia  legislature  in 
1799;  that  it  adopts  these  principles  as  constituting  one  of  the  main  foun- 
dations of  its  political  creed,  and  is  resolved  to  carry  them  out  in  their  ob 

vious  meaning  and  import. 

And  that  we  may  more  distinctly  meet  the  issue  on  which  a  sectional 
party,  subsisting  exclusively  on  slavery  agitation,  now  relies  to  test  the— ■ 
fidelity  of  the  people,  north  and  south,  to  the  constitution  and  the  Union — 

1.  BeMhedf  That  claiming  fellowship  with  and  desiring  the  co-operatioo 
of  all  who  regard  the  preservation  of  the  Union  under  the  constitution  as— 
the  paramount  issue,  and  repudiating  all  sectional  parties  and  platforms- 
concerning  domestic  slavery  which  seek  to  embroil  the  states  and  incite  to 
treason  and  armed  resistance  to  law  in  the  territories,  and  whose  avowe^l 
purpose,  if  consummated,  must  end  in  civil  war  and  disunion,  the  Ameri- 
can democracy  recognize  and  adopt  the  principles  contained  in  the  organic 
laws  estaldishing:  the  territories  of  Nebraska  and  Kansas,  as  emlKxlying 
the  only  sound  and  safe  solution  of  the  slavery  question,  upon  which  the 
great  national  idea  of  the  jK'ople  of  this  whole  country  can  repose  in  its  de- 
termined conservation  of  the  Union,  an<l  non-interference  of  Congress  with 
slavery  in  the  territories  or  in  the  District  of  Columbia. 

2.  That  this  was  the  basis  of  the  compromise  of  18o0,  confirmed  by  both 
the  democratic  and  whig  parties  in  national  conventions,  ratifiini  by  the 
people  in  the  election  of  1852,  and  rightly  applied  to  the  organization  of 
the  territories  in  1854. 

3.  That  by  the  uniform  application  of  the  democratic  principles  to  the 
organization  of  territories  and  the  admission  of  new  states,  with  or  without 
domestic  slavery,  as  they  may  elect,  the  equal  rights  of  all  the  states  will 
\)C  preserved  intact,  the  orijjinal  compacts  of  the  constitution  maintained 
inviolate,  and  the  per{K?tuity  and  expansion  of  the  Union  insured  to  its 
utmost  capacity  of  embracing,  in  peace  antl  harmony,  every  future  Amer- 
ican state  that  may  be  constituted  or  annexed  with  a  republican  form  of 
government. 

Ecsoii-ffl,  That  we  recognize  the  right  of  the  people  of  all  the  territories. 
including  Kansas  and   Nebraska,  acting  through   the  legally  and   fairlr 
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expressed  will  of  the  majority  of  the  actual  residents,  and  whenever  the 
number  of  their  inhabitants  justifies  it,  to  form  a  constitution,  with  or 
withont  domestic  slavery,  and  be  admitted  into  the  Union  upon  terms  of 
perfect  equality  with  the  other  states. 

Raobotd^  jmaiiif.  That  in  view  of  the  condition  of  the  popular  institutions 
in  the  old  world  (and  the  dangerous  tendencies  of  sectional  agitation,  com- 
Uiied  with  the  attempt  to  enforce  civil  and  religious  disabilities  against 
the  rights  of  acquiring  and  enjoying  citizenship  in  our  own  land),  a  high 
and  sacred  doty  is  devolved,  with  increased  responsibility,  upon  the  demo- 
-cratic  party  of  this  country,  as  the  party  of  the  Union,  to  uphold  and 
maintain  the  rights  of  every  state,  and  thereby  the  union  of  the  states,  and 
to  soBtain  and  advance  among  us  constitutional  liberty,  by  continuing  to 
imtX  all  monopolies  and  exclusive  legislation  for  the  benefit  of  the  few  at 
the  expense  of  the  many,  snd  by  a  vigilant  and  constant  adherence  to  those 
|irinciples  and  compromises  of  the  constitution  which  are  broad  enough 
and  strong  enough  to  embrace  and  uphold  the  Union  as  it  was,  the  Union 
as  it  ia^  and  the  Union  as  it  shall  be,  in  the  full  expression  of  the  energies 
and  capacity  of  this  great  and  progressive  people. 

! ,  Baotvedf  That  there  are  questions  connected  with  the  foreign  policy 
of  this  country  which  are  inferior  to  no  domestic  questions  whatever.  The 
time  has  come  for  the  people  of  the  United  States  to  declare  themselves  in 
favor  of  free  seas  and  progressive  free  trade  throughout  the  world,  and,  by 
solemn  manifestations,  to  place  their  moral  influence  at  the  side  of  their 
jaooeasful  example. 

2.  B/Btobtedy  That  our  geographical  and  political  position  with  referenco 
to  the  other  states  of  this  continent,  no  loss  than  the  interest  of  our  com- 
merce and  the  development  of  our  growing  power,  requires  that  we  should 
hold  sacred  the  principles  involved  in  the  Monroe  doctrine.  Their  bear- 
ing and  import  admit  of  no  misconstruction,  and  should  be  applied  with 
nn))ending  rigidity. 

3.  Resolvedy  That  the  great  highway  which  nature,  as  well  as  the  assent 
of  states  most  immediately  interested  in  its  maintenance,  has  marked  out 
for  free  communication  between  the  Atlantic  and  Pacific  oceans,  consti- 
tutes one  of  the  most  important  achievements  realized  by  the  spirit  of  mod- 
em times,  in  theunconquerableenergyof  our  people;  and  that  result  would 
be  secured  by  a  timely  and  efficient  exertion  of  the  control  which  we  have 
the  right  to  claim  over  it;  and  no  power  on  earth  should  be  suffered  to  im- 
pede or  clog  its  progress  by  any  interference  with  relations  that  may  suit 
our  policy  to  establish  between  our  government  and  the  governments  of  the 
states  within  whose  dominions  its  lies;  we  can  under  no  circumstances  sur- 
render our  preponderance  in  the  adjustment  of  all  questions  arising  out 
of  it. 
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4.  Resolved,  That  in  view  of  so  commanding  an  interest,  the  people  of  th& 
United  States  can  not  but  sympathize  with  the  efforts  which  sure  being- 
made  by  the  people  of  Central  America  to  regenerate  that  portion  of  the 
continent  which  covers  the  passage  across  the  inter-oceanic  isthmus. 

5.  Resolvedy  That  the  democratic  party  will  expect  of  the  next  adminis- 
tration that  every  proper  effort  be  made  to  insure  our  ascendency  in  the 
Gulf  of  Mexico,  and  to  maintain  [)crmanent  protection  to  the  great  outlets- 
through  which  are  emptied  into  its  waters  the  products  raised  out  of  the 
soil  and  the  commodities  created  by  the  industry  of  the  people  of  our 
western  valleys  and  of  the  Union  at  large. 

6.  Resolved,  That  the  administration  of  Franklin  Pierce  has  been  true  to 
democratic  principles,  and  therefore  true  to  the  great  interests  of  the  coun- 
try; in  the  face  of  violent  opposition,  he  has  maintained  the  laws  at  home 
and  vindicated  the  rights  of  American  citizens  abroad,  and,  therefore,  we- 
proclaim  our  unqualified  admiration  of  his  measures  and  policy. 
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Adopted  at  Philaddphia,  June  17, 

This  convention  of  delegates,  assembled  in  pursuance  of  a  call 
to  the  people  of  the  United  States,  without  regard  to  past  political  differ- 
ences or  divisions,  who  are  opposed  to  the  repeal  of  the  Missouri  compro- 
mise, to  the  policy  of  the  present  administration,  to  the  extension  of  slavery 
into  free  territory;  in  favor  of  admitting  Kansas  as  a  free  state,  of  restor- 
ing the  action  of  the  federal  government  to  the  principles  of  Washington 
and  Jefferson;  and  who  purpose  to  unite  in  presenting  candidates  for  the— ' 
oflBces  of  President  and  Vice-President,  do  resolve  as  follows: 

Resolved,  That  the  maintenance  of   the  principles  promulgated    in  the— 
Declaration  of  Indei)endenoe,  and  eml)odied  in  the  federal  constitution,  i^ 
essential  to  the  preservation  of  our  republican  institutions,  and  that  the 
federal  constitution,  the  rights  of  the  stales,  and  the  union  of  the  states,^ 
shall  Ix*  preserved. 

R*\^olml,  That  with  our  republican  fathers  we  hold  it  to  be  a  self-evi- 
dent truth  that  all  men  arc  endowed  with  the  inalienable  rights  to  life^ 
liberty,  an<l  the  pursuit  of  happiness,  and  that  the  primary  object  and  ul- 
terior design  of  our  federal  government  were,  to  secure  these  rights  to  all 
persons  within  its  exclusive  juris  liction  ;  that  as  our  republican  fathers* 
when  they  had  abolished  slavery  in  all  our  national  territory,  ordained 
that  no  person  should  be  dcprivo^l  of  life,  lilK^ty,  or  proi)erty,  without  due 
process  of  law,  it  becomes  our  duty  to  maintain  this  provision  of  the  con- 
stitution against  all  attempts  to  violate  it  for  the  purpose  of  establishing 
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dftTeiy  in  any  territorj  of  the  United  States,  by  positive  legislation,  prb- 
kibiting  its  existence  or  extension  therein.  That  we  denj  the  aathority  of 
OongresB,  of  a  territorial  legislature,  of  any  individual  or  association  of 
individnalSv  to  give  legal  existence  to  slavery  in  any  territory  of  the 
United  States,  while  the  present  constitution  shall  be  maiatained. 

Retohed^  That  the  constitution  confers  upon  Congress  sovereign  power 
over  the  territories  of  the  United  States  for  their  government,  and  that  in 
the  exercise  of  this  power  it  is  both  the  right  and  the  imperative  duty  of 
Congress  to  prohibit  in  the  territories  those  twin  relics  of  barbarism — po- 
lygamy and  slavery. 

Beaolvedf  That  while  the  constitution  of  the  United  States  was  ordained 
snd  established,  in  order  to  form  a  more  perfect  union,  establish  justice, 
insure  domestic  tranquility,  provide  for  the  common  defense,  promote  the  * 
general  welfare,  and  secure  the  blessings  of  liberty,  and  contains  ample 
provisions  for  the  protection  of  the  life,  liberty,  and  property  of  every  citi- 
len,  the  dearest  constitutional  rights  of  the  people  of  Kansas  have  been 
fraudulently  and  violently  taken  from  thorn ;  their  territory  has  been  in- 
vaded by  an  armed  force  ;  spurious  and  pretended  legislative,  judicial,  and 
executive  officers  have  been  set  over  them,  by  whose  usurped  authority, 
sustained  by  the  military  power  of  the  government,  tyrannical  and  uncon- 
stitutional laws  have  been  enacted  and  enforced  ;  the  rights  of  the  people 
to  keep  and  bear  arms  have  been  infringed  ;  test  oaths  of  an  extraordinary 
and  entangling  nature  have  been  imposed,  as  a  condition  of  exercising  the 
right  of  suffrage  and  holding  office ;  the  right  of  an  accused  person  to  a 
speedy  and  public  trial  by  an  impartial  jury  has  been  denied ;  the  right 
of  the  people  to  be  secure  in  their  persons,  houses,  papers,  and  effects 
against  unreasonable  searches  and  seizures,  has  been  violated  ;  they  have 
been  deprived  of  life,  liberty,  and  property  without  due  process  of  law ; 
that  the  free<iom  of  speech  and  of  the  press  has  been  abridged ;  the  right 
to  choose  their  representatives  has  been  made  of  no  effect ;  murders,  rob- 
beries, and  arsons  have  been  instigated  or  encouraged,  and  the  offenders 
have  been  allowed  to  go  unpunished ;  that  all  these  things  have  been  done 
with  the  knowledge,  sanction,  and  procurement  of  the  present  national  ad- 
ministration;  and  that  for  this  high  crime  against  the  constitution,  the 
Union,  and  humanity,  we  arraign  the  administration,  the  President,  his 
advisers,  agents,  supporters,  apologists,  and  accessories,  either  before  or 
after  the  facts,  before  the  country  and  before  the  world ;  and  that  it  is  our 
fixed  purpose  to  bring  the  actual  peri)etrators  of  these  atrocious  outrages, 
and  their  accomplices,  to  a  sure  and  condign  punishment  hereafter. 

iZeWrerf,  That  Kansas  should  be  immediately  admitted  as  a  state  of  the 
Union  with  her  present  free  constitution,  as  at  once  the  most  effectual  way 
of  securing  to  her  citizens  the  enjoyment  of  the  rights  and  privileges  to 
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which  they  are  entitled,  and  of  ending  the  civil  strife  now  raging  in  her 
territory, 

Besolvedf  That  the  highwayman's  plea  that  "might  makes  right,"  em- 
bodied in  the  Ostend  circular,  was  in  every  respect  unworthy  of  American 
diplomacy,  and  would  bring  shame  and  dishonor  upon  any  government  or 
people  that  gave  it  their  sanction. 

Resolved^  That  a  railroad  to  the  Pacific  ocean,  by  the  most  central  and 
practicable  route,  is  imperatively  demanded  by  the  interests  of  the  whole 
country,  and  that  the  federal  government  ought  to  render  immediate  and 
efficient  aid  in  its  construction,  and,  as  an  auxiliary  thereto,  the  immedi- 
ate construction  of  an  emigrant  route  on  the  line  of  the  railroad. 

Bittolvedy  That  appropriations  of  Congress  for  the  improvement  of  rivers 
and  harbors  of  a  national  character,  required  for  the  accommodation  and 
security  of  our  existing  commerce,  arc  authorized  by  the  constitution,  and 
justified  by  the  obligation  of  government  to  protect  the  lives  and  property 
of  its  citizens. 

Resolvedf  That  we  invite  the  affiliation  and  co-operation  of  the  men  of  all 
parties,  however  difiering  from  us  in  other  respects,  in  support  of  the  prin- 
-ciples  herein  declared ;  and  believing  that  the  spirit  of  our  institutions,  aa 
well  as  the  constitution  of  our  country,  guarantees  liberty  of  conscience 
and  equality  of  rights  among  citizens,  we  op|K)se  all  proscriptive  legisla- 
tion afiecting  their  security 

1856.— WHIG  PLATFORM, 

Baltimorey  September  13. 

Resoivedf  That  the  whigs  of  the  United  States,  now  here  assembled, 
hereby  declare  their  reverence  for  the  constitution  of  the  United  States, 
their  unalterable  attachment  to  the  national  Union,  and  a  fixed  determin- 
ation to  do  all  in  their  power  to  j)reserve  them  for  themselves  and  their 
posterity.  They  have  no  new  princi])Ies  to  announce;  no  new  platform  to 
establish ;  but  arc  content  to  broadly  rest — where  their  fathers  rt>sted — 
ujKin  the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  wishing  no  safer  guide,  no 
higher  law. 

Bm>lved^  That  we  regard  with  the  deepest  interest  and  anxiety  the  pres- 
ent disordered  tondition  of  onr  national  an'airs — a  portion  of  the  country 
ravagerl  l)y  civil  war,  large  sertions  of  our  jK)pulation  embittered  by  mu- 
tual recriminations;  and  we  distinrtly  trace  these  calamities  to  the  culpa- 
ble neglect  of  duty  by  the  present  national  administration. 

Resolved,  That  the  government  of  the  United  States  was  forme<l  bv  the 
conjunction  in  jwlitical  unity  of  widespread  geographical  sections,  mate- 
rially difiering,  not  only  in  climate  and  products,  but  in  social  and  domo- 


I 


PntBCE's   ADMINISTRATIOS.  SOS 

^i>^  JiuCltllliotM ;  ftnrl  thxt  BI17  cnuae  that  shall  permnneiilly  atnj  lliadif- 
(erent  ■eclinns  <^  the  Union  in  politicnl  hoBtilitj  iiud  ur^iniiiae  parlki 
(nuoded  only  00  gengrnphit^nl  distt net  ions,  must  inevitnblv  {irove  (ktal  to 
a  canliaaanFe  of  lh«  nalianal  Uoion. 

Betolad,  Thai  Ihe  whigs  of  the  Utiited  Stales  declnre,  as  a  rnodaBenUl 
article  of  politicnl  fuith,3n  absolaloneceaaity  fur  sToidiDggeogrftphieal  par- 
ties. The  dangeCj  so  clearly  diBcerned  by  the  father  of  his  I'oiLiitlT,  hw  xtow 
bMOOM  fMuintlr  ■ppuent  io  the  agiUtioa  dow  cODVolaiug  the  ntiUoa, 
tad  nwt  be  arrated  at  once  if  we  wootd  praaerre  onr  conititaUoD  and 
wir  0nion  front  dfamMnberment,  and  the  name  of  America  from  Iwing 
Uotted  ont  from  the  family  of  riviliaed  nations. 

Bmahtd,  niat  all  who  nrere  the  eonatitntion  and  the  Union,  mtirt  look 
with  alarm  at  thepartiea  in  the  field  in  thepreeeDtpnudentialcamp^ga,  < 
toe  claimiog  only  to  repreaeat  dxteen  northern  stslee,  and  the  other  tfi-. 
pealing  mainly  to  the  panSon*  and  prejadices  of  the  soathern  itatei;  that 
the  ini  I  ill  of  either  taction  must  add  fuel  to  the  flame  which  now  threat- 
tea  to  wrap  oar  dearest  interests  in  a  common  ruia. 

Baohrd,  That  the  only  remedy  for  an  evil  bo  appalling  is  to  support  a 
candidate  pledged  to  neither  of  the  geographical  sections  nor  arrayed  in 
political  antagonism,  but  holding  both  in  a  just  and  equal  regard.  We 
congratulate  the  friende  of  the  Union  that  such  a  candidate  exists  in  Mil- 
lard Fillmore. 

Baolttd,  That,  without  adopting  or  referring  to  the  peculiar  doctrine* 
«[  the  party  which  has  already  selected  Mr.  Fillmore  as  a  candidate,  we 
look  to  him  as  a  well  tried  and  faithful  friend  of  the  coiiBtitution  and  the 
UnioD,  eminent  alike  for  hig  wiminm  and  firmness — for  his  justice  and 
moderation  in  onr  foreign  relations — for  his  calm  and  pncific  tempera- 
ment, so  well  becoming  the  hend  of  a  great  nation — for  his  devotion  to  the 
toMlilution  in  its  true  spirit— his  inflexibility  in  executing  the  laws  ;  but, 
beyond  all  these  attributes,  in  possessing  the  one  transcendent  merit  of 
litingarepresentaiiveiif  neither  of  the  two  sectional  parties  now  struggling 
for  political  supremacy. 

Baiivtd,  That,  in  the  present  exigency  of  political  affairs,  we  are  not 
tilled  upon  to  discuss  the  subordinate  questions  of  administration  in  the 
fiercising  of  the  constiXulional  powers  of  the  government.  It  is  enough 
Io  know  that  civil  war  ia  raging,  and  that  the  Union  is  in  peril ;  and  we 
proclaim  the  conviction  that  the  restoration  of  Mr.  Fillmore  to  the  preai- 
dmcy  will  furnish  the  best  if  not  the  only  meaiu  of  restoring  peace. 
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CHAPTER  XVII. 
BUCHANAN'S  ADMINISTRATION. 

1857—1861. 

Buchanan's  policy. 

In  his  inaugural  address  President  Buchanan  said,  "  that 
Congress  was  neither  to  legislate  slavery  into  any  territory  or 
state,  nor  to  exclude  it  therefrom,  but  to  leave  the  people 
thereof  perfectly  free  to  form  and  regulate  their  domestic  in- 
stitutions in  their  own  way,  subject  only  to  the  constitution 
of  the  United  States."  This  was  the  doctrine  of  "  popular 
sovereignty,"  which  became  applicable  to  all  the  territories 
after  the  repeal  of  the  Missouri  compromise. 

DRED   SCOTT   CASE. 

The  Dred  Scott  case  was  originally  one  of  assault  and  bat- 
tery, but  it  finally  became  one  of  the  most  imj)ortant  caijcs 
ever  decided  in  the  United  States.  A  slave  named  Dred 
Scott  was  owned  by  a  military  officer  living  in  Missouri.  He 
w^as  taken  by  his  master  to  a  military  post  in  Illinois,  where 
the  latter  had  been  ordered  in  1834.  In  this  state,  from  which 
slavery  was  exc^hided  bv  statute,  Scott  was  allowed  to  marrv 
the  female  slave  of  another  officer,  each  master  giving  his 
consist.  In  1838  Scott  was  taken  to  Minnesota,  a  territorv  in 
which  slavery  was  ])rohibited  by  the  act  of  Congress,  1820, 
known  as  the  Missouri  compromise.  Thence  the  owner  took 
him,  his  two  children,  and  the  mother,  back  to  Missouri,  and 
sold  them  all  there  as  slaves.  Scott  was  whipjKMl  for  some  of- 
fense, and  sued  for  his  freedom  on  the  plea  of  his  residence,  for 
several  years,  in  the  free-labor  territory  of  Illinois  and  Min- 
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nesota.  "The  owner's  demurrer  denied  that  the  pkintiff  was 
a  dtiien,  or  could  sue,  since  he  was  descended  from  slave  . 
ancestors,  and  bad  never  been  set  free,"  This  was  in  the  cir- 
cuit court  of  St.  Louis,  and  the  decision  was  in  Scott's  &vor. 
Tliswafl  reversed  by  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  state,  and  the 
case  was  taken  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States, 
Chief  Justice  Boger  B.  Taney  presiding.  The  Chief  Justice, 
and  a  majority  of  the  justices,  being  friends  of  the  slave  sys- 
tem, the  decision  was  against  Scott.  Tliotigli  the  case  was 
decided  in  1856,  it  was  deemed  heat  to  reserve  judgment  until 
after  the  excitement  of  tlie  presidential  election  should  sub- 
side. Two  days  after  the  inauguration  of  Buchanan,  Chief 
Jostiqe  Taney  declared  that  any  person  "  whose  ancestors  were 
imported  into  this  country  and  held  as  slaves"  had  no  right  to 
sue  in  a  court  in  the  United  States.  This  denied  the  right 
of  citizenship  to  a  slave,  or  the  diwendant  of  a  slave.  Th** 
Chief  Justice  further  declared  that  the  framers  of  the  Decla- 
Tation  of  Independence  did  not  include  the  nfgro  race  in 
America  in  the  declaration  that  "alf  raeu  are  created  equal ;" 
"^lat  the  patriots  of  the  revolution  regarded  the  negro  race  as 
eofar  inleriorlhathe  had  "no  rights  or  privileges  but  such  as 
^ose  who  held  the  power  and  the  government  might  choose 
"to  grant  him;"  that  they  were  sjK)kcn  of  only  as  property; 
and  that  the  framers  of  the  constitution  held  the  same  views. 
The  Chief  Justice  further  declared  that  the  Missouri  compro- 
mise, and  all  other  acts  restricting  slavery,  were  unconstitu- 
tional, and  that  there  was  no  autliority  in  Congress  or  the  lo- 
«al  legislatures  for  restricting  the  spread  of  slavery  over  the 
■whole  Union.  It  was  decided  that  Dred  Scott,  the  plaintiff 
in  error,  was  no  citizen  of  Missouri,  but  a  thing;  that  his 
residence  in  Minnesota  could  avail  him  nothing,  because  the 
act  of  Congress,  forbidding  slaves  north  of  36°  30',  was  un- 
conatitutional  and  could  not  debar  a  slave-owuer  from  living 
in  any  territory  with  all  his  property;  that  Scott,  being  a 
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thing,  was  without  standing  in  court;  and  that  his  case  must 
be  dismissed  for  want  of  jurisdiction. 

The  northern  states  were  startled  by  this  decision  of  the 
Supreme  Court,  for  the  dissenting  justices  of  that  body,  and 
the  mass  of  the  people  in  the  free  states,  regarde<l  slaves  as  a 
**kind  of  property  whose  secure  possession  was  guaranteed 
only  by  the  state  laws  which  made  them  property."  A  slave- 
owner lost  this  guarantee  on  leaving  a  state  whose  laws 
afforded  it.  It  was  resisted  by  all  opponents  of  slavery,  but 
the  President  spoke  of  the  measure  as  the  one  which  would 
sjKicdily  and  finally  settle  the  slavery  question,  and  as  one  to 
which  he  would  cheerfully  submit.  The  dominant  j)arty 
assumed  that  the  decision  was  final,  and  that  slaverv  was 
nationalized. 

The  Dred  Scott  decision  was  the  last  attempt  made  to  de- 
cide the  struggle  by  form  of  law  between  slavery  restriction 
and  slavery  extension,  and  henceforth  the  course  of  events 
tended  rapidly  to  a  settlement  of  the  difficulty  by  the  force 
of  arms.  In  1820  Hm  first  compromise  had  probil)itiHl 
slavery  in  a  portion  of  the  territory,  and  had  left  the  (juestion 
open  as  to  the  remaining  portion.  The  compromises  of  I80O 
had  opened  all  the  territory  to  slavery,  if  it  eould  be  estab- 
lished by  popular  sovereignty.  The  people  submitted  to 
both  these  measunvs  ;  but  the  Dred  Seott  decisi<m  ojKMied  all 
the  territories  and  states  of  the  Union  ^*  to  at  least  a  tempo- 
rary establishment  of  slavery  wherever  a  slave  owner  niiirht 
see  fit  to  carry  his  slaves."  It  was  eyident  that  the  fr(»e 
states  would  never  receive  this  as  law,  although  it  was  pro- 
mulgated by  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  Ignited  Statrs.  This 
HMuarkable  decision  had  no  practical  results,  beyond  showing 
the  failure  of  the  Supreme  Court  as  an  arbiter,  and  calling  tho 
attention  of  the  north  to  the  "impracticable  demands  of  the 
slave  owners."     The  northern  or  Douglas  democrats,  who. 


preoedii^  AU  time,  had  supported  the  souih,  ohoee  niher  to 
divide  the  partf  thaa  follow  the  southera  lead  any  further. 

DEBIONS  OF  THE  SLATE  POWEB. 

Ihe  oonatitution,  as  originally  drafted,  gave  a  represenla- 
tioD  to  three-fifths  of  the  slave  population,  so  that  the  owner 
of  one  thousaod  slaves  held  the  same  political  power  as  «i\ 
handred  men  not  owning  slaves.     By  this  provision,  tlif 
three  hundred  thousand  slave  owners  had  grown  into  a  slavu 
power  that  controlled  the  south  in  1857.    At  this  time  the  | 
south  controlled  the  democratic  party,and  this  patiy  controlled 
-tite  Union.    But  the  course  of  event?  was  turning  against 
~them.     Prior  to  1845  an  equilibrium  between  the  sections 
was  maintained  by  admitting  aa  many  new  southern  states  as 
aew  northern  states;  but  after  that  time  five  new  northern 
-states  were  added  to  the  Union,  and  others  were  almost  ready 
^or  application,  while  there  were  no  new  southern  states  to 
^EOUDter balance  them.     From  1820  to  1848  there  had  been  as 
^Kuany  senators  from  the  slave  states  as  from  the  free  states. 
^n  1852  the  latter  had  thirty-two  senators  and  the  former 
^Kjnly  thirty.     The  impossibility  of  maintaining  an  equality 
5n  the  Senate  produced  an  alarm  in  the  south.     To  this  fear 
^Df  slaveholders  there  was  another  cause  of  doubt  as  to  their 
^continuance  in  power.     The  power,  energy,  and  resources  of 
■«,he   free  states  were  overmatching  the  efforts  of  the  south 
sn  Kansas ;  and  if  Kansas  could  not  be  made  a  slave  state, 
"the  advocates  of  slavery  saw  but  three  courses  to  pursue :  the 
cession  of  Cuba  to  the  Union,  as  territory  for  slave  states ; 
the  acquisition  of  territory  south  of  Texas  as  material  for  the 
same  purpose;  or  the  reopening  of  the  African  slave  trade. 
If  these  attempts  should  fail,  they  desired  a  separation  from 
the  free  states,  and  the  establishment  of  an  independent  gov- 
ernment that  would  secure  slavery  from  all  attacks  and  re- 
strictions. 
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PURCHASE  OF  CUBA. 

After  the  annexation  of  Texas,  there  was  a  desire  on  the 
part  of  the  south  to  obtain  possession  of  Cuba.  In  1848  our 
minister  at  Madrid,  under  instructions  from  President  Polk, 
offered  for  the  island  one  hundred  million  dollai's,  which  was 
peremptorily  rejected  by  the  government  of  Spain.  During 
the  administrations  of  Taylor  and  Fillmore  the  subject  of 
the  acquisition  of  Cuba  received  considerable  public  atten- 
tion and  discussion.  In  1852,  Great  Jiritain,  Franco  and 
Spain  proposed  to  unite  with  the  United  States  in  a  treaty  mu- 
tually guaranteeing  Cuba  to  Spain  forever.  Edward  Everett, 
secretary  of  state,  rejected  the  proposition.  Soon  after  the 
passage  of  the  Kansas-Nebraska  bill,  James  Buchanan,  John 
Y.  Mason,  and  Pierre  Soule,  our  embassadors  to  London, 
Paris,  and  Madrid,  received  executive  instruction  to  confer 
regarding  the  best  means  of  acquiring  Cuba.  They  met  at 
Ostend,  in  Belgium,  October  9,  1854,  and  after  deliberation, 
sent  to  our  government  a  dispatch,  which  is  known  as  the 
Ostend  manifesto.  This  declared  that  "the  Union  can  never 
enjoy  repose,  nor  possess  reliable  security,  as  long  as  Cuba  i»< 
not  embraced  within  its  boundaries,^'  and  suggested  the  desir- 
ability of  taking  Cuba  by  force,  provided  Spain  should  refux* 
B.  price  for  the  island  far  beyond  its  value. 

The  publication  of  this  dispatch  created  a  s(»nsation  in 
Europe,  and  its  doctrines  were  not  disavowed  by  our  govern- 
ment ;  but  the  south  could  have  little  hope  of  success  in  ob- 
taining Cuba,  while  England,  Fmnce,  and  Spain  were  opposi^l 
to  its  cession  to  the  United  States. 

FILIBUSTERING    KXPEDITIOXS. 

The  era  of  filibustering  expeditions  agiiinst  Central  Amer- 
ica and  Cuba,  for  the  purpose  of  adding  slave  territory  to  the 
United  States,  began  in  1851.     This  year  a  Cuban   namfnl 
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by  some  of  our  citizens  in  fitting  out  an  ex- 
pedition— sailed  from  New  Orleans,  with  five  hundred  men^ 
to  conquer  Cuba.  He  was  defeated  and  put  to  death,  and 
his  men  imprisoned.  Strenuous  efforts  were  made  to  procure 
their  release. 

Soon  after  the  appearance  of,  the  Ostend  circular,  William 
Walker,  of  Tennessee,  at  the  head  of  a  body  of  men,  sailed 
firom  New  Orleans  to  conquer  Central  America.     He  entered 
Nicaragua  ''in  the  character  of  an  ally  to  one  of  the  &ctions 
habitually  disputing  the  mastery  of  that,  as  well  as  of  most 
other  Spanish- American  countries.''     In  this  capacity  he  was 
aided  by  native  soldiers,  and  succeeded  in  capturing  Granada, 
the  stronghold  of  the  opposing  fiiction.     Upon  this,  he  as- 
sumed the  rank  of  general,  and  soon  afterward  the  title  of 
President  of  Nicaragua,  and  decreed  that  slavery  should  be 
re-established  in  that  country.     By  these  acts  he  excited  the 
jealousy  of  the  natives,  and  after  strugj^ling  against  them  two 
years,  he  surrendered  at  Rivas,  May  1,  1857,  to  a  coalition  of 
the  Central  American  states.     Ho  returned  to  New  Orleans, 
^nd  sailed  for  Nicaragua  with  a  second  expedition,  but  Com- 
modore Paulding,  of  our  navy,  brought  him  back  a  prisoner 
to  New  York.     On  being  released,  he  conducted  a  third  ex- 
pedition to  Nicaragua,  and    landed   at   Truxillo.     He   was 
■opposed  by  the  President  of  Honduras,  with  five  hundred 
men,  and  by  the  commander  of  a  British  man-of-war.     By 
■these  he  was  captured,  condemned,  and  shot.     This  ended  fil- 
ibustering in  the  interest  of  acquiring  territory. 

AFRICAN   SLAVE   TRADE. 

Many  slave  owners  believed  that  they  were  overpowered 
in  Kansas  bv  their  inability  to  send  at  once  a  lare^i  number 
of  slaves  into  that  territory,  and  as  a  consequence  they  seri- 
ously demanded  the  reoj)ening  of  the  African  slave  trade. 
Thore  seemed  a  probability  that  thoy  would  endeavor  to  ob- 
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tain  from  the  next  convention  of  the  democratic  party  a  reso- 
lution favoring  the  renewal  of  this  trade  with  Africa.  Mat- 
ters of  greater  moment  appearing,  this  subject  ceased  to 
receive  consideration. 

THE  STRUGGLE   IN    KANSAS. 

When  Buchanan  assumed  the  duties  of  his  office,  the  pro- 
slavery  and  the  free-state  governments,  which  had  been  estab- 
lished in  Kansas  during  the  preceding  administration,  were 
still  in  existence.  The  new  President  sustained  the  territo- 
rial gov^ernment,  following,  in  this  respect,  the  example  of  his 
predecessor.  The  pro-slavery  legislature  issued  a  call  for  a 
convention  to  meet  at  Ijocompton  and  form  a  const  it  utioa 
with  the  view  of  applying  for  admittance  into  the  Union. 
The  Supreme  Court  had  decided  that  slavery  existed  in  Kan- 
sas under  the  national  constitution,  and  tiiat  the  inhabitants 
of  Kansas,  only  by  electing  delegates  who  would  vote  for  its 
prohibition  in  the  constitution  to  be  formed  by  the  I^comp- 
ton  convention,  could  make  it  auti-slavery  territory.  The 
call  for  an  election  was  not  iToo<rnize(l  by  th(»  free-stare  men, 
who  made  little,  if  any,  preparation  lor  the  election.  Thus 
refusing  to  vote,  the  free-state  men  allowed  a  large  majority 
of  pro-slavery  delegates  to  be  chosen  to  the  convention. 
The  delegates  met  at  Ijccompton,  on  September  4, 1857,  and 
continued  in  session  till  Xovember  7.  Thev  framed  a  con- 
stitution,  but  refused  to  submit  the  whole  of  it  to  the  people. 
It  was  argued  by  pro-slavery  members  that  it  was  not  nec»es- 
sary  to  submit  the  constitution  to  the  j)eople,  since  the  dele- 
gates had  been  chosen  to  form  a  state  constitution,  conse- 
quently their  actions  should  be  regarded  as  final.  But  the 
Kansas-Nebi^aska  act  required  that  they  should  submit  the 
question  of  whether  or  not  slavery  should  exist  in  the  new 
state.  In  compliance  with  this  law,  it  was  d(»cided  to  submit 
the  main  question  at  issue.     But  the  convention  ordered  the 


IwIloCi  to  be  mdoned  "  Constitution  with  Blaverjr,  or  oonttl- 
tatatm  without  aUveiy."  This  prevented  the  firee-etate  men 
IB  other  cue  from  vo^g  against  the  constitution,  and  ma- 
oordingly  they  refused  to  participate  in  the  dection.  Tbe- 
Leoompton  constitution,  with  slavery,  was  consequently  8D- 
nonnccMi  as  adopted,  the  vote  heing  6,143  in  &vor  of  slaveiy, 
and  689  against  it.  The  election  took  place  on  December  21, 
1S57.  An  election  for  state  officers,  members  of  the  legisla- 
ture, and  a  congressman,  was  appointed  for  the  first  Monday 
c^Uie  following  January.  The  opponents  of  the^constitur 
tioo  desiring  to  obtwn  control  of  the  legislature,  did  oofc 
reftun  &om  voting  at  this  election,  and  after  a  warm  party 
contest,  secured  a  large  majority  in  that  body.  With  this 
power  the  free-state  men  ordered  an  election  at  which  the 
people  could  vote  for  or  against  the  Lecompton  constitution, 
uid  the  result  as  returned,  was  10,226  votes  against  the  in- 
strument, 134  for  it  with  slavery,  and  twenty-four  for  it 
against  slavery.  Governor  J.  \V.  Denver  certified  this  re- 
turn, and  Douglas,  in  his  report  from  the  Senate  territorial 
committee,  endorsed  it.  But  this  vote  was  considered  worth- 
less by  the  supporters  of  the  Lecompton  constitution,  "on 
the  ground  that  the  territorial  legislature  had  uo  power  to 
order  it;"  and  the  president  of  that  convention  forwarded 
the  document  to  President  Buchanan,  with  the  request  that  it 
be  submitted  to  Congress.  This  was  done  by  the  President 
on  February  2,  1858,  with  the  recommendation  that  Kansas 
be  admitted  under  the  instrument. 

Congress  passed  a  bill  which  submitted  the  Lecompton 
constitution  to  the  people  of  Kansas,  with  the  promise  iliat 
large  grants  of  public  lands,  for  educational  purposes,  would 
be  given  to  the  state  if  the  constitotioo  were  adopted.  At 
an  election  held  in  August,  185S,  the  Lecompton  constitution 
was  rejected  a  second  time,  by  a  majority  of  9,513.  Kansas, 
therefore,  still  remained  a  territory.     The  following  year  the 
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territorial  legislature  called  an  election  for  delegates  to  meet 
and  form  a  constitution  This  body  assembled  at  Wvandot, 
July,  1859,  and  prepared  a  constitution  prohibiting  slavery. 
When  submitted  to  the  people  it  was  adopted  by  a  majority 
of  4,000.  Under  this  constitution  Kansas  was  admitted, 
1861. 

Congress  met  December  7,  1857,  with  thirty-nine  demo- 
Thirty -fifth  Congress,  1  crats,  twenty  republicans,  and  five 
First  Session.  /  know-nothings  in  the  Senate,  and  one 

hundred  and  thirty-one  democrats,  ninety-two  republicans, 
and  fourteen  know-nothings  in  the  House.  Mr.  Buchanan, 
in  a  message  to  Congress,  argued  in  favor  of  admitting  Kan- 
siis  as  a  state  under  the  Lccompton  constitution  with  slavery, 
.  on  the  ground  that  its  framers  had  been  chosen  to  form  a 
state  constitution  and  were  not  required  to  submit  the  instru- 
ment to  the  people.  This  view  of  the  President  was  sup- 
l)ortcd  by  the  pro-slavery  members  of  Congress,  and  opposed 
by  the  republicans,  and  by  the  democrats  who  followed  the 
lead  of  Senator  Douj^las,  of  Illinois.  Mr.  Douglas,  in  a 
speech  in  the  Senate,  said  that  they  had  no  right  to  force  an 
unacceptable  constitution  upon  the  {)eople.  On  the  first 
day  of  the  session  the  republicans  of  Congress  published  a 
protest  against  any  effort  to  admit  Kansas  as  a  slave  state 
agjiinst  the  will  of  her  people.  A  bill  to  admit  Kansas  as  a 
state  was  passed  by  the  Seriate  and  submitted  to  the  House, 
w-hich  passed  the  bill,  with  the  provMso  that  the  constitution 
should  onee  more  be  submitted  to  a  popular  vote.  The  Sen- 
ate did  not  acquiesce  in  the  proviso;  but  a  conferenc4»  com- 
mittee recommended  that  the  bill,  as  passed  by  the  House, 
should  1)0  a(lopt<Hl,  with  an  additional  provision  that  large 
grants  of  public  lands  be  made  to  Kansas  if  the  people 
of  the  new  state  should  vote*  for  the  adoption  of  the  Leconip- 
ton  constitution.  The  bill  in  this  form,  known  as  the  Eng- 
lish bill,  became  a  law;  but  the  Leeompton  constitution  was 
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.  Tweeted  hy  9fil3  majori^  as  has  been  stated,  and  Kaiuu 
■Hn  remuned  oat  of  the  Union,  under  the  territorial  l^i- 
iflktiire.  Ao  onsaooeBsfal  attempt  was  made  during  this  ses- 
sion to  appropriate  public  lands  to  Restates  for  purposes  of 
education.  Congress  adjourned  June  1,  1858.  Minnesota 
ms  admitted  into  the  Union  on  the  ekventii  of  the  preceding 
month. 

THE  LIKOOLN  AND  DOUQLAB  DEBATE. 

In  Jvij,  186Sk%(tstoT  Donglas  returned  from  Washing- 
ton to  enter  upon  the  canvass  for  re-election.  In  the  pre- 
^  month  the  repnblioan  state  convention  of  Illinois  had 
id,  at  Springfield,  Abraham  Lincoln  as  candidate  for 
United  States  Senator.  Before  the  body  which  nominated 
him,  Mr.  Lincoln  said  : 

"If  we  could  first  know  where  we  are,  and  whither  we  are 
tending,  we  could  better  judge  what  to  do,  and  how  to  do  it. 
We  are  now  fer  into  the  fifth  year,  since  a  policy  was  initiated 
with  the  avowed  object  and  confident  promise  of  putting  an 
end  to  the  slavery  agitation.  Under  the  operation  of  that 
policy  that  agitation  has  not  only  not  cea.^ed,  but  has  con- 
stantly augmented.  In  my  opinion,  it  will  not  cease  until  a 
crisis  shall  have  been  reached  and  passed.  'A  house  divided 
against  itself  can  not  stand.'  I  believe  this  government  can 
not  endure  permanently  half  slave  and  half  free.  I  do  not 
expect  the  Union  to  be  dissolved.  I  do  not  expect  the  house 
to  tall,  but  I  do  expect  it  will  cease  to  be  divided.  It  will 
become  all  one  thjng,  or  all  the  other.  Either  the  opponents 
f>f  slavery  will  arrest  the  further  spread  of  it,  and  place  it 
where  the  public  mind  shall  rest  in  the  belief  that  it  is  in  the 
course  of  ultimate  extinction ;  or  its  advocates  will  push  it 
forward  till  it  shall  become  alike  lawful  in  all  the  states,  old 
as  well  as  new — north  as  well  as  south." 

Douglas  arrived  at  Cliicago  on  the  9th  of  July  and  met 
with  an  enthusiastic  reception  by  his  friends.     He  replied  to 
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Lincoln's  speech  at  Springfield,  and  on  the  16th  spoke  at 
Bloomington,  and  the  next  day  at  Springfield.  Lincoln  hav- 
ing heard  all  three  speeches,  challenged  Douglas  to  debate  in 
the  following  words : 

"Hon.  S.  a.  Douglas: 

"My  Dear  Sir:  Will  it  be  agreeable  to  you  to  make  an 
arrangement  to  divide  time,  and  address  the  same  audience, 
during  the  present  canvass?" 

Douglas  accepted  the  challenge,  and  arrangements  were 
made  for  seven  joint  debates. 

The  discussions  were  attended  by  great  crowds,  and  leading 
newspapers  gave  full  reports  of  their  speeches.  While  Doug- 
las was  inspired  by  hosts  of  friends,  the  enthusiasm  of  the 
north  soon  ran  in  favor  of  Lincoln.  Both  of  the  debaters* 
were  not  entirely  free  in  the  contest.  The  administration 
manifested  an  attitude  of  jealousy  toward  Mr.  Douglas,  and 
watelied  the  canvass  with  great  interest.  It  was  charge<l 
upon  Mr.  Huchanan  that  the  patronage  of  the  administration 
was  secretly  employed  to  defeat  Dout^las,  who  was  known 
as  the  "Little  Giant."  His  standard  was  deserted  bv  a  f-w 
prominent  democrats  and  they  were  rewarded  l>y  the  admin- 
istration. In  the  heat  of  the  canvass  the  friends  of  Douglas 
paid  little  attention  to  the  views  of  the  administration,  which 
was  overshadowed  in  Illinois  by  the  influence  of  the  "Little 
Giant."  The  warm  friends  of  slavery  could  not  see  that  his 
political  views  wtu'c  altogether  in  their  interests.  But  "  his 
doctrine  of  popular  sovereignty  had  all  thc^  attractions  of  nov- 
elty and  apparent  fairness."  It  divided  the  republicans  for 
a  pcTiod,  and  the  Xcir  York  Trihnne  at  one  time  showed  in- 
dications of  accept in<i:  the  j)osition  of  Douirlas.  He  lacked 
n(»ither  friends  nor  nionev,  and  evervthinj]:  was  al)undantlv 
suj)j)lied  that  was  necessary  for  an  enthusiastic  and  successful 
campaign.  "Only  the  border  states  of  the  south,  however, 
saw  opjx)rtunity  and  glory  in  it,  while  the  office-holders  in 
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other  secUoDS  stood  off  and  awaited  results."  Douglas  was 
ambitions,  and  bad  more  to  lose  thao  his  opponent  If  be 
should  be  defeated,  he  would  lose  his  iniuence  as  a  senator, 
and  would  be  out  of  the  field  for  the  presidency,  a  position  to 
which  he  might  well  aspire,  for  he  represented  at  that  time 
the  majority  of  the  democratic  party  in  the  whole  country, 
better  than  any  other  leader. 

Uncoln's  portion  was  difierent.  Tliough  cramped  at  first 
by  a  class  of  reptiblicana  who  thought  that  "popular  sov- 
ereignty "  was  not  a  bad  doctrine  fiir  his  party,  he  entered  the 
canvass  with  an  earnestness  of  conviction  that  had  a  great 
influence  upon  those  republicans  who  were  inclining  towards 
the  doctrine  of  Douglas.  Lincoln  sought  to  impress  the 
nation  with  the  views  which  he  held,  and  wished  to  do  this 
with  no  other  display  than  the  power  of  thoir  statement  and 
publication.  His  chanc!.':^  for  election  were  remote,  for  the 
state  had  been  gorryniandered  so  as  to  elect  his  opponent, 
though  a  majority  of  twenty  tliousand  should  be  against  him. 
Mr.  Lincoln  "declared  that  lie  did  not  care  fur  the  local  re- 
sult, and,  in  the  light  of  what  transpired,  the  position  was 
wisely  taken."  His  party  was  new,  growing,  and  aggressive, 
and  he  wished  to  divert  their  attention  from  the  doctrine  of 
Doi^Ias  and  impress  upon  them  the  sentiments  which  should 
control  them  during  the  "irrepressible  conflict,"  which  he 
declared  was  at  hand.  Tlie  debate  obtnined  n  world-wide 
celebrity,  and  was  more  potent  in  educating  and  training  the 
anti-slavery  sentiment,  taken  in  connection  with  the  growing 
cjtcitement  in  Kansas,  than  any  other  thing  that  could  have 
transpired.  At  the  election  which  followed  the  canvass  the 
vote  for  Lincoln  was  126,084,  to  121,940for  Douglas,  but  the 
apportionment  of  the  state  in  1850  gave  Douglas  a  plain  ma- 
jority of  the  general  assembly. 


318     ,  HISTORY  OP  AMERICAN   POLITIC8. 


THE   HOMESTEAD   BILL. 

Congress  met  December  6, 1858,  There  was  no  change  in 
Thirty-fifth  Congress,  1  party  strength,  save  that  eleven  mem- 
Second  Session.  /  bers  of  the  House  were  now  classed 
as  anti-Lecompton  democrats,  while  one  hundred  and  sixteen 
supported  the  administration.  Party  contest  during  this  ses- 
sion was  directed  toward  legislation  on  the  public  lands.  The 
immense  public  domain  of  the  United  States  at  that  time  un- 
entered was  estimated  at  about  one  thousand  millions  of  acres 
of  land.  What  to  do  with  this  was  a  question  which  had  oc- 
cupied for  years  the  minds  of  thoughtful  men.  At  length 
the  proper  disposition  of  these  lands  became  a  party  question, 
stated  as  follows :  "  Shall  the  public  domain  be  open  to  mo- 
nopoly by  speculators,  leading  inevitably  to  a  landed  aristoc- 
racy, or  shall  it  be  reserved  for  actual  occupants  in  small 
quantities  at  a  nominal  price,  or  without  price  ?'*  The  slave- 
holding  interests  of  the  country  could  not  well  exist  where 
small  freeholds  prevailed,  and  consequently  it  opposed  all 
homestead  laws,  knowing  that  if  the  new  western  lands  were 
occupied  in  small  sections  it  would  be  to  the  detriment  of 
great  planters  who  desired  to  operate  under  the  slave  sys- 
tem. The  question  was  an  old  one,  but  it  never  commanded 
in  Congress  the  attention  to  which  it  was  entitled,  till  parties 
were  orgiinized  in  opposition  to  the  extension  of  slavery. 
During  this  session  of  Conj^ress  a  honKstoad  bill  was  dis- 
cussed, which  giive  lu^ads  of  fhniilios  the  ri^jht  to  buy  IGO 
acres  of  western  pul)lic  lands,  at  one  dollar  and  twenty-five 
cents  an  acre.  The  bill  was  j)asscd  by  tho  House,  but  post- 
poned by  the  Senate.  The  President  vetoed  a  bill  which  was 
passed  for  appropriating  public  lands  in  the  interests  of  edu- 
cation. Oregon  was  admitted  into  the  Union  on  the  14th 
of  February,  1859.     Congress  adjourned  on  the  3d  of  March. 
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JOHN  brown's   insurrection. 


John  Brown,  a  native  of  Connecticut,  went  to  KaawB  in 
1S55,  anil  settled  in  the  town  of  Ossawattomie.  He  beoame 
a  noted  anti-slavery  leader,  and  re\var(l8  were  offered  for  his 
arrest  by  the  governor  of  the  territory  and  the  Prosideot  of 
the  Unite<l  States.  Upon  this,  he  left  Kansas,  and  settled  at 
Harper's  Ferry,  Virginia,  in  July,  1859,  with  the  deaperate 
design  of  causing  a  general  insurrection  of  the  i^Iave  race. 
He  wa-s  attended  by  his  family  and  some  associates  from  Can- 
eas.  On  the  17tti  of  October  they  captured  the  town  of 
Harper's  Ferry,  and  the  United  States  arsenal  at  that  plaoe,- 
and  proclaimed,  freedom*  to  all  the  blacks  in  the  vicini^. 
The  news  created  intense  excitement  throughout  the  country, 
and  especially  in  southern  states.  Militia  from  Maryland 
and  Virginia  rushed  to  the  scene  of  action.  John  Brown 
made  a  spirit«d  defense,  but  he  and  most  of  his  associates 
were  captured  by  Colonel  Robert  E.  Lee,  of  Vii^nia. 
Those  captured  were  tried  on  a  charge  of  treason,  and  John 
Brown  and  two  colored  men  were  banged  at  Charleston,  Vir- 
ginia, December  2,  1859.  The  execution  took  place  under 
.  the  authority  of  that  state. 

Congress  met  December  5,  1859,  with  thirty-eight  demo- 
Thirty-silth  Congress,  1  crats,  twenty-five  republicans,  and  two 
First  Sessiou.  /know-nothings  in  the   Senate,  and 

one  hundred  and  nine  republicans,  oighty-six  democrats,  thir- 
teen anti-Lecompton  democrats,  and  twenty-two  know-noth- 
ings in  the  House.-  There  was  no  party  majority  in  the 
House,  though  the  republican  vote  was  the  largest.  Eight 
weeks  were  occupied  in  balloting  for  a  speaker,  during  which 
time  angry  discussions  took  place  upon  a  book  recently  pub- 
lished called  "The  Impending  Crisis  in  the  South."  This 
was  an  excellent  advertisement  of  the  work,  and  (rauscd  it,  out 
of  curiosity,  to  meet  with  an  immense  sale.    The  insurrection 
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at  Harper's  Ferry  was  another  source  for  angry  debate.  On 
the  1st  of  February,  1860,  a  republican  of  New  Jersey, 
named  William  Pennington,  was  chosen  speaker.  Resolu- 
tions affirming  that  Congress  and  territorial  legislatures  were 
without  power  to  prohibit  slavery  in  the  territories,  were 
introduced  in  the  Senate,  debated  at  intervals  for  nearb"  four 
months,  and  passed  by  a  party  vote. 

THE   COVODE   INVESTIGATION. 

Mr  Hickman  and  Mr.  Adrain  declared  in  the  House  that 
the  administration  had  offered  them  inducements  to  vote  for 
the  Lecompton  bilh  Mr.  Covode,  of  Pennsylvania,  moved 
that  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  investigate  the  charge. 
Against  this  the  President  protested.  The  investigation 
lasted  three  months,  when  the  republican  majority  reported 
that  editors  of  newspapers  and  members  of  Congress  iiad  been 
bribed  by  the  administration  to  favor  the  Lecompton  bill. 
The  democratic  minority  of  the  investigating  committee  made 
a  report  defending  and  exonerating  the  President.  This  un- 
pleasant feature  of  the  session  received  no  further  action. 

THE    HOME^^TEAD   BILL. 

The  homestead  bill  passed  by  the  House  at  the  last  session 
was  again  agreed  to  by  that  body.  A  substitute  for  this,  giv- 
ing j)ublic  lands  to  actual  settlers  at  twenty-five  cents  per  acre, 
was  passed  by  the  Senate  and  agreed  to  by  the  House.  This 
substitute  seemed  to  have  been  drawn  so  as  to  provoke,  if 
jKjssible,  the  opposition  of  the  President.  On  being  presented 
to  him  it  was  vetoed,  with  the  objection  that  it  was  unjust  to 
the  older  states  to  give  away  lands  to  the  newer  states;  for 
lands  sold  at  such  a  low  rate  were  regarded  as  almost  given 
awav. 

Under  the  Wyandot  constitution,  adopted  in  Kansas  the 
preceding  year,  that  territory  applied  for  admission  as  a  state. 
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The  constitution  was  approved  by  the  House,  but  rejected  by 
the  Senate^  and  Kansas  still  remained  a  territory.  Ck)ngress 
adjourned  June  18,  1860. 

THE  NATIONAL  DEMOCRATIC  CONVENTION  AT  CHARLESTON. 

The  democratic  national  convention  met  at  Charleston, 
South  Carolina,  on  the  23d  of  April,  1860.    Caleb  Cushing, 
of  Massachusettfis,  was  made  chairman.    Delegates  from  all 
the  thirty-three  states  of  the  Union  were  present,  the  whole 
number  of  votes  being  303.     The  two-thirds  rule  was  adopted, 
and  202  votes  were  required  to  make  a  choice  for  President 
and  Vice-President.      The   members  were  divided  on  the 
question  of  slavery  in  the  territories.     Almost  all  the  south- 
em  portion,  and  a  minority  of  the  northern  portion,  believing 
in  the  Dred  Scott  decision,  held  that  property  in  slaves  was 
as  valid  under  the  national  constitution  as  any  other  kind  of 
property.      The  Douglas  wing  adhered  to   the  doctrine  of 
popular  sovereignty,  indifferent  as  to  whether  or  not  it  would 
lead  to  the  protection  of  slave  property  in  the  territories.     It 
was  resolved  unanimously  "that  this  convention  will  not  pro- 
ceed to  ballot  for  a  candidate  for  the  presidency,  until  the 
platform  shall  have  been  adopted."     The  committee  on  res- 
olutions presented  a  majority  and  a  minority  report.     After 
A  long  discussion  on  the  reports  they  were  both  recommitted 
to  the  committee  on  resolutions,  with  the  view  of  promoting 
harmony.     On  the  sixth  day  of  the  convention  two  reports 
were  a  second  time  made  by  the  committee,  the  difference  be- 
tween them,  as  in  the  first  case,  being  in  regard  to  slavery  in 
the  territories.     This  question   had  divided  the  committee 
irom  the  beginning.     One  portion  of  the  committee  was  com- 
posed of  the  fifteen  members  from  the  slave-holding  states, 
with  those  from  Oregon  and  California;  the  other  portion 
<^mbraced  the  members  from  all  the  free  states  east  of  the 
21 
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Rocky  Mountains,  The  two  reports  agreed  on  all  questions 
except  the  one  regarding  slavery  in  the  territories.  Mr. 
Avery,  of  North  Carolina,  chairman  of  the  committee,  made 
the  following  report : 

^^Resohed,  That  the  platform  adopted  by  the  democratic 
party  at  Cincinnati  be  affirmed  with  the  following  explana- 
tory resolutions :  First,  That  the  government  of  the  terri- 
tory, organized  by  an  act  of  Congress,  is  provisional  and  t<?m- 
porary,  and  during  its  existence  all  citizens  of  the  United 
States  have  an  equal  right  to  settle  with  their  property  in  the 
territory  without  their  rights,  either  of  j)erson  or  property,  be- 
ing destroyed  or  impaired  by  congressional  or  territorial  leg- 
islation. Second,  That  it  is  the  duty  of  the  federal  govern- 
ment, in  all  its  departments,  to  protect,  when  necessary,  the 
rights  of  i>ersons  and  property  in  the  territories,  and  wher- 
ever else  its  constitutional  authority  extends.  Third,  That 
when  the  settlers  in  a  territory,  having  an  adequate  popula- 
tion, form  a  state  constitution,  the  right  of  sovereignty  com- 
n^ences,  and  being  consummated  by  admission  into  the  Union, 
they  stand  on  equal  footing  with  the  people  of  other  states, 
and  the  state  thus  organized  ought  to  be  admitted  into  the 
federal  Union,  whether  its  constitution  prohibits  or  recog- 
nizes the  institution  of  slavery." 

The  minority  report,  made  by  Mr.  Samuels,  of  Iowa,  after 
re-affirming  the  Cincinnati  platform,  continued  as  follows: 

"Inasmuch  as  differences  of  opinion  exist  in  the  demo- 
cratic party,  as  to  the  nature  and  extent  of  the  powers  of  a 
territorial  legislature,  and  as  to  the  powers  and  duties  of  Con- 
gress, under  the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  over  the 
institution  of  slavery  within  the  territories, 

"liesohedy  That  the  democratic  party  will  abide  by  the 
decisions  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  u|)on 
questions  of  constitutional  law." 

Mr.  Samuels  moved  that  the  minority  report  be  adopted  bv 
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fce  convention.  An  exciting  debate  followed,  ihe  i 
between  the  parties  being  irreconcilable.  The  »outl 
that  the  Cincinnati  platform  should  be  explained  i 

recognize  slavery  in  the  territories,  according  to  tl 
pie  decided   by  the  Supreme  Court,  referring  to 
Scott  decision.     But  the  northern  wing  refused  to 
this  decision,  and  continued  to  maintain  that  the  power 
deal  with  the  question  of  slavery  according  to  their  own  v 
was  inherent  in  the  people  of  a  territory.     The  vote 
taken,  and  the  minority  report,  instead  of  the  majority,  w, 
adopted  by  a  vote  of  105  to  138. 

The  next  question  which  came  before  the  convention  waf 
die  acinption  fif  the  rrsolulioii  reft  rring  to  (slavery  in  the  ter- 
ritories. It  was  negatived  by  a  vote  of  238  to  21.  "Thus 
the  majority  and  minority  resolutions  on  the  territorial  ques- 
Idon  were  rejected,  and  nothing  remained  before  the  eonven- 
tioD  except  the  Cincinnati  platform." 

It  was  now  the  30th  of  April,  and  the  delegates  from  Lou- 
iBtana,  Alabama,  South  Carolina,  Mississippi,  Florida,  Texas, 
sod  Arkansas  withdrew  from  the  convention,  having  assigned 
reasons  tor  so  doing.  An  effort  was  made  to  restore  harmony, 
and  the  convention  adjourned  for  consultation  till  the  follow- 
ing day,  blay  1.  Upon  re-assembling,  the  delegation  from 
Geoi^a,  thus  making  the  eighth  state,  withdrew  from  the 
coDvention.  Aft«r  re-afBrming  the  two-thirds  rule,  balloting- 
began  May  1,  the  eighth  day  of  the  session.  Voting  con- 
tinued till  the  3d  of  May,  when,  after  fifty-five  ballotings,  it 
became  manifest  that  a  nomination  at  Charleston  could  not 
be  made.  The  friends  of  Mr.  Douglas  would  vote  for  no 
other  man,  and  hia  opponents  were  determined  to  vote  against 
hira.  Hoping  that  a  compromise  might  be  effected,  Mr.  Rus- 
sell, of  Virginia,  move<l  that  the  convention  adjourn  to  meet 
in  Saltimore,  the  1 8th  of  June.  The  convention  "  respectfully 
recommended  to  the  democratic  party  of  the  several  states  to 
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make  provision  for  supplying  all  vacancies  in  their  respective 
delegations  to  this  convention  when  it  shall  re-assemble." 

On  re-assembling  in  Baltimore,  at  the  appointed  time,  with 
Caleb  Gushing  in  the  chair,  Mr,  Howard,  of  Tennessee, 
oiSFered  a  resolution  "that  the  president  of  the  convention 
direct  the  sergeant-at-arms  to  issue  tickets  of  admission  to 
the  delegates  of  the  convention,  as  originally  constituted 
and  organized  at  Charleston." 

The  friends  of  Douglas,  in  the  absence  of  those  who  had 
withdrawn  at  Charleston,  constituted  a  controlling  majority, 
and  thev  resisted  the  admission  of  those  who  had  withdrawn, 
and  maintained  that  they  had  irrevocably  resigned  their 
seats.  After  a  long  debate,  the  question  was  referred  to  the 
committee  on  credentials,  which  made  a  majority  report,  de- 
claring that  the  seats  of  those  who  had  resigned  at  Charles- 
ton were  still  vacant,  and  a  minority  report,  maintaining  that 
those  delegates  had  a  right  to  resume  their  seats  in  the  con- 
vention. On  June  22,  the  majority  report  was  adopted, 
whereupon  the  delegations  from  Virginia,  North  Carolina, 
Tennessee,  Kentucky,  Maryland,  California,  Oregon,  and  Ar- 
kansas withdrew,  refusing  to  participate  longer  in  the  delib- 
erations. The  next  day  Mr.  Cushiug  resigned  his  seat  as 
president,  and  Mr.  Todd,  of  Ohio,  took  the  vacant  chair. 
Balloting  then  began,  and  resulted  in  the  nomination  of  Ste- 
l)hcn  A.  Douglas  for  President  of  the  United  States.  The 
second  ])lacc  on  tlie  ticket  was  given  to  Senator  Fitzpatrick, 
of  Alabama.  After  adjournment  he  resigned,  and  the  execu- 
tive committee  selected  as  candidate  for  Vice-President,  Mr. 
Herschel  V.  Johnson,  of  Georgia. 

On  June  23,  the  delegates  who  had  withdrawn  from  the 
Douglas  convention,  and  the  original  delegates  from  Louisiana 
and  Alabama,  met  in  Baltimore,  calling  themselves  the  na- 
tional democratic  convention.  For  the  first  place  on  the 
ticket  they  nominated  Mr.  John  C.  Breckinridge,  of  Ken- 
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tiicky ;  and  ftr  the  secoDd  place,  General  Joseph  Lane,  of 
Oregon. 

The  delegates  seceding  from  the  Charleston  convention  im- 
mediately organized  a  convention  in  that  city,  adopted  their 
[ilalform,  and  adjourned  to  meet  at  Richmond,  Virginia,  on 
June  II.  Here  they  adjourned  again,  met  in  Baltimore, 
June  28,  and  nominated  Breckinridge  and  Lane,  the  ticket 
iiirmed  by  the  delegates  who  had  seceded  from  the  Douglas 
convention.  Thus  was  tlie  democratic  party  divided,  and  the 
election  of  a  republican  made  possible.     (Plate  VL) 

CONSTITUTION  A  I,    UNION    CONVENTION. 

The  cuii-titutioTtiil  imiuu  party,  rc-presentw!  by  twenty 
states,  met  in  national  convention  at  Baltimore,  May  9, 1860, 
and  adopted  an  evasive  platform  declaring,  as  its  political 
principles,  "  The  constitution  of  the  country,  the  union  of  the 
states,  and  the  enforcement  of  the  laws."  John  Bell,  of 
Tennessee,  and  Edward  Everett,  of  Massachusetts,  were  nom- 
inated for  the  presidency  and  vice-presidency.  This  organ- 
ization was  a  continuation  of  the  American  or  know-nothing 
party.     (PUte  VI.) 

BEPDBLICAN   NATIONAL  CONVENTION. 

The  national  convention  of  the  republican  party  was  held 
at  Chicago,  May  16, 1860.  All  the  northern  states  were  fully 
represented,  and  there  were  partial  delegations  from  all  other 
states  except  those  on  the  Gulf.  David  Wilmot,  author  of 
the  Wilmot  proviso,  became  temporary  chairman,  and  George 
Ashman,  of  Massachusetts,  was  made  permanent  president. 
Prominent  among  the  candidates  were :  William  H.  Seward, 
of  New  York ;  Salmon  P.  Chase,  of  Ohio ;  Abraham  Lin- 
coln, of  Illinois ;  Simon  Cameron,  of  Pennsylvania,  and  Ed- 
ward Bates,  of  Missouri.  On  the  third  ballot  Mr.  Lincoln 
received  364  out  of  446  votes,  and  was  declared  to  be  the 
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nominee.  Mr.  Seward  led  the  vote  at  first,  but  prominent 
republicans  thought  his  nomination  inexpedient,  and  enthu- 
siasm ran  in  fevor  of  Mr.  Lincoln,  whose  talented  debate 
with  Douglas  was  still  fresh  in  the  minds  of  the  delegates. 
Hannibal  Hamlin,  of  Maine,  was  nominated  for  Vice-Presi- 
dent. The  proceedings  were  characterized  throughout  by 
great  harmony,  and  the  convention  closed  its  work  in  one 
day.     (Plate  VI.) 

PRESIDENTIAL   ELECTION   OP   1860. 

The  constitutional  unionists,  or  Americans,  were  not  so 
numerous  as  the  democrats  or  republicans,  but  they  made  a 
vigorous  canvass,  with  the  design  of  throwing  the  election 
into  the  House,  in  the  hope  that  there  a  compromise  would 
be  effected  in  fiivor  of  their  candidates.  The  Americans  had 
abandoned,  in  most  of  the  states,  the  know-nothing  features 
pertaining  to  oaths  and  secrecy;  but  they  held  to  their  ori- 
ginal doctrines  on  naturalization  and  immigration,  and  were 
non-committal  on  the  slavery  question.  Their  object  was  to 
evade  this  altogether. 

The  Douglas  democrats  proclaimed  the  doctrine  of  popular 
sovereignty,  and  in  its  application  were  indifferent  whether 
slavery  in  the  territories  was  voted  up  or  voted  down. 
They  aimed  to  throw  the  responsibility  of  a  decision  of  the 
slavery  question  upon  the  Supreme  Court,  or  upon  the  people 
of  the  territories,  or  anyMPliere,  in  short,  except  upon  the 
democratic  party.  The  Breckinridge  democrats  adhered  to 
the  position  that  to  hold  slaves  or  to  carry  them  into  the  ter- 
ritories was  a  moral  and  legal  right,  and  that  no  power,  save 
the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  could  prohibit  or  inter- 
fere with  the  institution  outside  of  state  lines.  Their  purpose 
was  to  carry  slavery  into  the  territories  at  any  cost.  On 
other  questions  the  two  wings  were  together. 

The  republicans  adopted  **  loose  constructionist  platform^ 
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jwhich  declared  lliat  all  men  are  free  and  equal ;  tl 
should  not  be  extended  to  the  territories;  that  it  i 
only  by  virtue  of  loi^nl  ami  positive  laws;  that  8 
morally  WTong;  that  ireedora  whs  the  normul  cc 
the  territories,  which  Congress  eihould  defend  and 
and  that  the  nation  should  anticipate  the  gradual  ( 
of  slavery.     It  denounced  the  democratic  admin!     r 
Washington  and   Kansas,  and  tlireats  of  disunion  by         i 
«rat3;  and  favored  protection  to  home  industry,  a  ytu 
railway,  the  homestead  bill,  and  internal  improvementa. 
avowed  purpose  of  the  platform  waw  to  exclude  slavery 
the  territories  at  any  cost,  ^ 

Thus  there  were  three  discoitlant  jiarties  whose  effortfi 
abled  the  republicans  to  siiL-cecd.  Large  majorities  were  cast 
for  Lincoln  in  nearly  all  the  free  states,  each  one,  except 
New  Jersey,  having  chosen  republican  electors.  Most  of  the 
southern  states  voted  for  Breckinridge.  No  candidate  re- 
ceived a  majority  of  the  popular  vote.  For  Lincoln  the  pop- 
ular vote  was  1,866,452;  the  electoral  vote,  180.  Douglas 
received  1,375,157  popular  votes,  and  the  votes  of  12  electors. 
Breckinridge  had  847,953  votes,  and  76  from  electors.  The 
latter  vote  for  Bell  was  39,  while  the  former  was  570,681. 

SECESSION. 

The  legislature  of  South  Carolina  having  met  to  choose 
electors,  remained  in  ses.sion  till  the  election  of  Lincoln  was 
assured.  It  then  called  a  convention  of  the  stale  ta  consider 
the  mode  and  measure  of  redress.  The  convention  passed, 
unanimously,  the  following:  "An  ordinance  to  dissolve  the 
union  between  the  state  of  South  Carolina  and  other  states 
united  with  her  under  the  compact  entitled, '  the  constitution 
of  the  United  States  of  America.'"  Copies  of  this  ordinance 
were  forwarded  to  the  other  slaveholding  states,  and  Gov- 
ernor Pickens  issued,  December  24,  a  proclamation  embody- 
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ing  the  substance  of  the  ordinance.     South  Carolina  was 
lied  upon  by  disunionists  to  take  the  initiative  in  the  worlc 
of  secession  and   to   fire   the   southern  heart.     Other  slave- 
states,  unwilling  "  to  abandon  their  smaller  sister,"  rapidly 
followed  her  example. 

The  legislature  of  Georgia  met  November  8,  1860,  and  on 
the  18th  called  a  convention  and  appropriated  $1,000,000  to 
arm  the  state.  On  the  3d  of  December  the  legislature  adopted 
resolutions  proposing  a  conference  of  the  southern  states  at 
Atlanta  on  the  20th  of  the  following  February.  The  conven- 
tion met  January  17,  1861,  and  received  commissioAers  from 
South  Carolina  and  Alabama.  Resolutions  were  adopted  de- 
claring it  the  right  and  duty  of  Greorgia  to  secede.  On  the 
19th  the  ordinance  of  secession  was  passed — ^ayes  208,  nays 
89.  Two  days  afterwards  senators  and  representatives  from 
Georgia  withdrew  from  the  Congress  of  the  United  States. 
On  the  24th  delegates  were  elected  to  a  southern  congress  at 
Montgomery,  Alabama,  and  on  the  28th  commissioners  to  other 
slave-holding  states  were  elected.  The  following  day  the  con- 
vention adopted  an  address  to  tlie  south  and  the  world,  after 
which  it  adjourned.  It  re-assembled  in  March  and  ratified 
the  "  confederate  constitution  " — ^ayes  96,  nays  5.  On  the 
20th  of  the  month  an  ordinance  was  passed  authorizing  the 
confederate  government  to  occupy,  use,  and  possess  the  forts,, 
navy  yards,  arsenals,  and  custom  houses  within  the  limits  of 
said  state.  April  26,  Governor  Brown  issued  a  proclamation 
ordering  the  repudiation,  by  the  citizens  of  Georgia,  of  all 
debts  due  northern  men.  Such,  with  slight  modifications, 
were  the  steps  taken  by  every  state  that  seceded  before  the 
close  of  March,  1861.  Having  completed  these  acts,  the  se- 
ceded states  began  operations  under  the  confederate  constitu- 
tion. Mississippi  passed  the  ordinance  of  secession  January 
9,  1861 ;  Florida,  January  10;  Alal)ama,  January  11 ;  Lou- 
isiana, January  25 ;  Texas,  February  1 ,  and  Arkansas,  ManJi 
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18.  No  other  state  seceded  till  after  the  beginning  of  hostili* 
ties  in  Lincoln's  administration.  When  a  state  seceded  it 
appointed  commissioners  to  visit  other  slaveholing  states  to 
confer  regarding  the  most  efficient  measares  for  the  cause  of 
secession.  South  Carolina  appointed  eight  commissioners^ 
Alabama  eight,  Qeorgia  two,  and  Mississippi  fourteen. 

THE  CONFEDERATE  STATES  OF   AMERICA. 

Between  the  election  of  Lincoln  and  his  inauguration,  a 
portion  of  the  cabinet  were  aiding  the  cause  of  secession  in 
every  practical  way.  They  were  not  molested  by  the  Presi- 
dent, for  he  stated  that  the  executive  had  nb  authority  to  de- 
cide what  should  be  the  relations  between  the  federal  govern- 
ment and  a  seceded  state.  During  the  year  preceding  the 
election  of  Lincoln  the  transfer  of  United  States  arms  to  the 
south  had  been  quietly  going  on  under  the  direction  of  Mr. 
Floyd,  secretary  of  war.  The  Mobile  Advertiser  upon  the 
subject,  says: 

"During  the  past  year  135,430  muskets  have  been  quietly 
transferred  from  the  northern  arsenal  at  Springfield  alone,  to 
those  in  the  southern  states.  We  are  much  obliged  to  Sec- 
retary Floyd  for  the  foresight  he  has  thus  displayed  in  dis- 
arming the  north  and  equipping  the  south  for  this  emergency. 
There  is  no  telling  the  quantity  of  arms  and  munitions  which 
were  sent  south  from  other  northern  arsenals.  There  is  no 
doubt  but  that  every  man  in  the  south  who  can  carrj'  a  gun 
can  now  be  supplied  from  private  or  public  sources.  The 
Springfield  contribution  alone  would  arm  all  the  militia  men 
of  Alabama  and  Mississippi." 

The  transfer  of  arms  was  conducted  quietly  from  the  last 
of  1859  till  the  last  of  1860;  but  when  Lincoln  was  elected 
all  measures  connected  with  secession  were  ])ushed  with  un- 
common vigor.  The  senators  from  the  states  farthest  south 
controlled  the  movements  of  secession,  and  aided  by  the  tele- 


330  HISTORY  OF  AMERICAN   POLITICS. 

graph  they  accomplished  their  purpose  with  a  rapidity  to 
which  history  affords  no  parallel.  Their  leading  object  was 
to  organize  a  new  national  government  through  which  they 
could  rally  the  outright  secessionists,  obtain  the  allegiance 
of  the  doubtful,  and  coerce  those  who  should  refuse  com- 
pliance. Jefferson  Davis,  senator  from  Mississippi,  was  head 
of  the  senatorial  group  conducting  the  work  of  secession. 
The  legislature  of  his  state  January  19,  1861,  adopted  resolu- 
tions inviting  a  congress  of  delegates  from  the  seceding  states 
to  provide  for  a  southern  confederacy,  and  to  establish  a  pro- 
visional government  therefor.  The  proposal  was  at  once  ac- 
cepted, and  delegates  appointed  through  the  state  conventions. 
The  provisional  congress  thus  constituted  met  at  Montgom- 
ery, Alabama,  on  the  4th  of  February,  with  delegates  from 
South  Carolina,  Alabama,  Georgia,  Florida,  Louisiana,  and 
Mississippi.  Texas  delegates  were  not  chosen  until  February 
14.  A  provisional  constitution  was  adopted  on  the  8th  of 
February,  and  the  next  day  Jefferson  Davis,  of  Mississippi, 
and  Alexander  H.  Stevens,  of  Georgia,  were  chosen  j)ro vi- 
sional President  and  Vice-President.  They  were  inaugurated 
on  the  18th.  Executive  departments  were  established,  a  con-^ 
federate  regular  army  was  organized,  and  provisions  for  bor- 
rowing money  were  made.  The  permanent  constitution  was 
adopted  March  11. 

The  provisional  congress  consisted  of  Ifiit  one  House,  and 
legislated  mainly  for  the  regulation  of  civil  service  under  the 
new  governmcmt.     Postmasters  were  instructed  to  make  their 
final  accounting  to  the  federal  government  May  31,  "  there- 
after accounting  to  the  confederate  states."     Civil  and  military 
officers  ill  the  service  of  the  United  States,  on  joining  the 
confederacy,    received    offices    in    the    confederate    st»rvice 
equal  in  rank  to  those  they  had  left,  or  else  higher  ]>ositions. 
The  provisional  congress  adjourned  on  the  lf>th  of  March, 
but  re-assembled  at  Montgomery  at  the  call  of  President  Davis, 
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in  eonsequiiuce  of  the  efiTorts  which  the  feileral  govt 
was  making  to  enforee  its  authority  in  the  south. 

In  the  mean  time  Congress  had  met,  December 
Tbirty-sixth  Congress,  1  and  the  opinion  of  the  Prcs 
Second  Session.  /the  question  of  secessiou  was  mn 

known  to  the  conntrv.     In  his  message  to  Congress  he  state' 
hi.*  inability  to  find  officers  in  the  south  to  execute  proces 
against  offenders,  and  expressed  the  opinion  that  it  was  it 
possible,  legally,  under  such  circumstances,  to  coerce  the  obe- 
dience of  a  state;  such,  he  said,  was  also  the  opinion  of  th 
attorney-general.     The  President  appealed  to  Congress  to  ir 
Btitute  a  constitutional  amendment  recognizing  the  rights  o 
the  southern  states  in  regard  to  slavery  in  the  territories ;  bi 
he  argued  against  secession  and  revolution,  and  exjirossud  a 
determination  "to  collect  the  revenue  in  the  ports  of  South 
Carolina  by  means  of  a  naval  force,  and  to  defend  the  public 
property.     The  closing  portion  of  the  message  is  to  the  effect 
that  secession  is  wrong,  but  he  knew  not  what  to  do,  for  he 
<lid  not  believe  that  Congress  could  constitutionally  coerce  a 
state. 

THE   CHITTENDEN    a)MPROMISE. 

Congress  was  occupied  chiefly  in  considering  propositions 
for  conciliation.  The  request  in  the  President's  message  to 
amend  the  constitution  in  the  interest  of  slavery  in  the  terri- 
tories was  referred  to  a  committee  of  thirteen.  Mr.  Critten- 
den, of  Kentiicky,  submitted  a  joint  resolution  proposing 
Certain  amendments  to  the  constitution,  but  the  committee 
rejected  the  compromise,  and  reported  that  "they  were  unable 
to  agree  upon  any  general  plan  of  adjustment."  Mr.  Critten- 
den seeing  that  the  requisite  two-thirds  vote  of  Congress  on 
his  amendment  could  not  be  obtained,  submitted  to  the  Senate 
a  joint  resolution  which  might  be  passed  by  a  majority  of 
both  houses.  It  was  to  the  eifect  that  his  rejected  amendment 
le  referred,  by  an  ordinal^'  act  of  Congress,  to  a  direct  vote  of 
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the  people  of  the  several  states.  This  proposition,  ^nth  its 
modified  form,  was  before  Congress  till  the  last  day  of  the 
session,  when  it  was  defeated  in  the  Senate  by  a  vote  of  nine* 
teen  in  the  affirmative  and  twenty  in  the  negative.  The 
leading  provisions  of  the  Crittenden  compromise  were  that 
north  of  the  parallel  of  36°  and  30',  slavery  should  be  pro- 
hibited ;  that  south  of  this  line  it  should  be  recognized  and 
never  interfered  with  by  Congress,  and  that  slaves  rescued 
from  officers  after  arrest  should  be  paid  for  by  the  federal 
government.  The  provisions  were  to  be  incorporated  in  the 
constitution  and  never  altered  or  amended  during  tbe  exis* 
tence  of  the  Union.  The  compromise  was  one  of  conflicting 
claims,  and  could  not  receive  the  support  of  either  party. 

Other  propositions  were  presented,  but  none  received  the 
sanction  of  both  houses  except  a  constitutional  amendment, 
prohibiting  Congress  from  interfering  with  slavery  in  the 
states.  This  amendment  was  adopted  by  the  legislatures  of 
Ohio  and  Maryland,  but  the  attention  of  other  states  was 
drawn  from  it  by  the  rapid  occurrence  of  exciting  and  im- 
portant events. 

THE    PEACE   CONVENTION. 

At  the  invitation  of  the  general  assembly  of  Virginia,  com- 
missioners from  thirteen  free  and  seven  border  states  aSvSembled 
in  a  peace  convention,  February  4,  1861.  The  133  delegates 
composing  the  convention  endeavored  to  present  to  Congress 
such  recommendations  as  would  prevent  the  border  states 
from  seceding,  and  bring  back  to  the  Union  the  cotton  states 
that  had  withdrawn.  The  committee  to  which  the  matters 
under  consideration  were  referred,  reported  that  the  constitu- 
tion sliould  be  amended  so  as  to  include  the  following :  "  In 
all  the  present  territory  of  the  United  States  north  of  the  par- 
allel of  36° and  30' of  north  latitude,  involuntarv  servitude, 
except  in  punishment  of  crime,  is  prohibited.  In  all  the 
present  territory  south  of  that  line,  the  status  of  persons  held 


to  {tfToloatuy'eervtee  or  labor,  as  it  now  exists,  shall  not  be 
dianged ;'  nbr  ^all  any  law  be  passed  by  Congress  or  the 
tenitot^  l^^hktare  to  hinder  or  prevent  the  taking  of  such 
peraooB  fix»n  any  of  the  states  of  this  Union  to  said  territory, 
nor  to  impair  the  rights  arising  from  said  relation;  but  the 
same  shall  be  subject  to  judicial  cognizance  in  the  federal 
ooorts,  aocorcUng  to  the  course  of  the  common  law.  When 
any  tetritoiy  north  or  south  of  said  line,  within  such  bound- 
ary as  Congress  may  prescril>e,  shall  contain  a  population 
equal  to  that  required  for  a  member  of  Congress,  it  shall,  if 
its  fi>na  of  goTemment  be  republican,  be  admitted  into  the 
ITnion  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  original  states,  with  or 
vHhont  invohintary  servitude,  as  the  constitution  of  sach 
Btate  may  provide," 

On  the  27th  of  February  the  proposed  amendment  was 
adopted  by  the  convention  and  communicated  to  the  Senate 
and  House  of  Representatives  by  Mr.  Tyler,  chairman  of  the 
convention  and  ex-President  of  the  United  States.  Mr.  Crit- 
tenden, an  earnest  advocate  of  t)ic  amendment,  endeavored  to 
bring  the  Senate  to  a  vote  npon  the  question,  but  in  this  he 
*as  unsuccessful.  The  recommendation  of  the  convention 
met  with  less  &vor  in  the  House  than  in  the  Senate.  Leave 
to  present  it  was  not  even  allowed  to  the  speaker. 

The  refusal  to  pass  any  compromise  heightened  the  excite- 
ment in  the  south  and  enabled  earnest  secessionists  to  wield 
an  influence  for  disunion  in  places  where  there  wob  a  reluc- 
tance to  secede.  The  following  telegraphic  manifesto  was 
sent  from  Washington,  Dec.  22,  1860,  by  Robert  Toombs: 

"PdlotB  Cituens  of  Georgia: 

"  I  came  here  to  secure  your  constitutional  rights,  or  to 
demonstrate  to  you  that  you  can  get  no  guarantee  for  these 
rights  from  your  northern  confederates.  The  whole  subject 
VIS  referred  to  a  committee  of  thirteen  in  the  Senate  yester- 


334  HISTORY  OF  AMERICAN   POLITICS. 

day.  I  was  appointed  on  the  committee  and  accepted  th^ 
trust.  I  submitted  propositions,  which,  so  fer  from  receivinj 
decided  support  from  a  single  member  of  the  republican 
on  the  committee,  were  all  treated  with  either  derision  or  con--M3[  oi^" 
tempt.  The  vote  was  then  taken  in  committee  on  the  amend— -t>^^d 
ments  to  the  constitution,  proposed  by  Hon.  J,  J.  Crittenden  miM^^ei 
of  Kentucky,  and  each  and  all  of  them  were  voted  against  *^  ^iis 
unanimously,  by  the  black  republican  members  of  the  com— -caix^n: 
mittee.  In  addition  to  these  facts  a  majority  of  the  hlnchK^z^Mnc 
republican  members  of  the  committee  declared  distinctly  thsitJ^^rMhi 
they  had  no  guarantees  to  offer,  which  was  silently  acquiescec>^:>tc«x; 
in  by  the  other  members. 

"  The  black  republicans  members  of  this  committee  of  thir--^:i  -«^iJ 
teen  are  representative  men  of  their  party  and  section,  and,  to:^  ^  t 
the  extent  of  my  information,  truly  represent  the  committe^^^<*^^ 
of  thirty-three  in  the  house,  which,  on  Tuesday  adjourned  foi.^i?i  ^^ 
a  week,  without  coming  to  any  vote,  after  solemnly  pledging  ^^  ^^^ 
themselves  to  vote  on  all  propositions  then  before  them  OEm^:>  ^ 
that  date.  That  committee  is  controlled  by  black  republicans  ^^'^-•^ 
your  enemies,  who  only  seek  to  amuse  you  with  delusivt^^*^  ***^ 
hope  until  your  election,  in  order  that  you  may  defeat  th^^^^^^^^ 
friends  of  secession.  If  you  are  deceived  by  them,  it  shallX-cs^^^ 
Hot  be  my  fault.  I  have  put  the  test  fairly  and  frankly.  Ir  I^  ^ 
is  decisive  against  you ;  and  now  I  tell  you,  upon  the  fiiith  ofi  ^^^  ^^ 
a  true  man,  that  all  further  looking  to  the  north  for  securitys^^  \^^y 
for  your  constitutional  rights  in  the  Union  ought  to  be  in — ^.c^-^^- 
stantly  abandoned.  It  is  fraught  with  nothing  but  ruin  toc3^^*  ^ 
yourselves  and  your  posterity. 

"Secession  by  the  4th  of  March  next  should  be  thunderedK^^^^^ 
from  the  ballot-box  by  the  unanimous  voice  of  Georgia  on 
2d  day  of  January  next.    Such  a  voice  will  be  your  best  guar- 
antee for  liberty,  security,  tranquility,  and  gloiy. 

"Robert  Toombs." 

While  compromise  measures  were  being  uselessly  debated. 
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disunionists  were  pressing  the  work  of  secession  with  energy 
and  ability.  ''  Time,  which  should  have  been  spent  in  making 
the  federal  government  ready  to  assert  its  supremacy^  was 
wasted  in  dallying  with  theoretical  cures  for  incurable  evils/' 
Senators  and  representatives  from  the  south,  while  debates 
on  compromises  were  in  progress,  would  occasionally  with- 
draw from  Congress,  thus  announcing  that  another  state  had 
seceded  without  waiting  for  conciliation.  When  a  sufficient 
number  of  Congressmen  had  withdrawn  to  leave  a  republican 
majority  in  both  houses,  Kansas  was  admitted  into  the  Union 
under  the  Wyandot  free-state  constitution,  and  Nevada,  Col- 
orado, and  Dakota  were  erected  into  territories,  "even  giving 
the  south  the  benefit  of  the  Dred  Scott  decision  therein.''  A 
tariff  for  the  protection  of  manufactures  became  a  law  in  1861 ; 
this  is  known  as  the  Morrill  tariff.  The  electoral  votes  were 
counted  in  February,  and  were  found  to  be  180  for  Lincoln 
and  Hamlin,  72  for  Breckinridge  and  Lane,  39  for  Bell  and 
Everett,  and  12  for  Douglas  and  Johnston.  Lincoln  and 
Hamlin  were  therefore  declared  elected.  After  the  electoral 
vote  was  counted,  Congress  authorized  a  loan  and  an  issue  of 
treasury  notes,  and  adjourned  March  3, 1861.  The  following 
day  Lincoln  and  Hamlin  took  the  oath  of  office. 

REFERENCES. 

History  of  the  Republican  Party Hall. 

Rise  and  Fall  of  the  Confederate  Government Jefferson  Dayb. 

Tribune  Almanac,  Vols.  I,  II 

Works  of  Sumner Sumner. 

Cyclopedia  of  United  States  History Lossing. 

History  of  the  United  States Lossing. 

History  of  American  Politics Cooper. 

Cyclopedia  of  Political  Science Lalor. 

Rise  and  Fall  of  the  Slave  Power Wilson. 

History  of  the  Civil  War  in  America ^ Draper. 

The  Amerii'an  Statesman .T Young. 

The  American  Conflict Greeley. 

History  of  the  Rebellion Victor. 


336  HISTORY  OF  AMERICAN   POLITICaSL 

Seward's  Works Baker. 

Political  History  of  the  Civil  War~ McPherson. 

EXECUTIVE  OFFICERS  OF   BUCHANAN'S  ADMINISTRATION. 

James  Buchanan President 1857-1861 

John  C.  Breckinridge ^Vice-President 1857-1861 

CABINET. 

Lewis  Cass Secretary  of  State 1857-1860 

Jeremiah  S.  Black "        " 1860-1861 

Howell  Cobb Secretary  of  Treasury 1857-1860 

Philip  F.  Thomas "        "        "  1860-1861 

JohnA.  Dix "        "        "  1861-1861 

John  B.  Floyd Secretary  of  War 1857-1861 

Joseph  Holt ~        "  "        1861-1861 

Isaac  Tousey Secretary  of  Navy 1857-1861 

Jacob  Thompson Secretary  of  Interior^ 1857-1861 

Aaron  V.  Brown Postmaster-Oeneral 1857-1850 

Joseph  Holt "  "        1859-1861 

Horatio  King "  "        1861-1861 

Jeremiah  S.  Black Attorney-General 1857-1860 

Edwin  M.  Stanton "  "        1860-1861 

JUDICIAL  OFFICERS. 
Boger  B  Taney Chief  Justice 1836-1864 

LEGISLATIVE  OFFICERS. 

Benjamin  Fitzpatrick President  of  the  Senate  pro  (empore-.l  859-1 860 

Jesse  D.  Bright *'  "  "     ^/?..l  860-1860 

Benjamin  Fitzpatrick "  "  **     1860-1861 

Solomon  Foot "  "  "     1861-1861 

James  L.  Orr Speaker  of  the  House 1858-1859 

William  Pennington "        "        "         1860-1861 

EXECUTIVE  OFFICERS  OF  JEFFERSON  DAVIS'  ADMINIS- 
TRATION. 

Jefferson  Davis President ^1861-1865 

Alexander  H.  Stephens Vjjce- President 1861-1865 

CABINET. 

Robert  Toombs -Secretary  of  State -1861-1861 


huchanak's  aduinistbatiok.  337 

St.  U.  T.  Hunter Secretur  of  State -1861-188t 

^Judmli  P.  BwiJMin- -  "        -1862-1866 

-<::haTls  G.  HemmiDger Becretar^  of  Treasuiy 1861-1864 

-jMMua  L.  Treaholm ••  «  1864-186ft 

XI  Pope  Walker 8ecretU7  of  War 1661'-I861 

.J'ndah  P.  Beujuuin. -       "  "        1661-1862 

•J^amn  A.  Seddon -       "  "        1862-1865 

.J'obn  a  Breckinridge "  "        1865-1866 

.^ItepluiD  B.  Hallorr .Secretu7  of  Navy 1861-1866 

^Judah  P.  Benjamin -Attomq'-Qeneral 1861-1861 

nntomai  H.  Watta "  "        1861-1662 

GcoiKe  Daria. -..        «  "        1862-1666 

.J'obD  H.  Beagan  -Postmaater-Oeiieral 1861-1862 

JBouT  J-  EUIot "  "        1662-1866 


TTHE  SOUTH  CAEOLINA  DECLAEATION  OF  INDEPENDENCE. 

Hie  atate  of  South  CarDlina,  having  determined  lo  resume  her  separate 
-^nd  equal  place  among  nationa,  devm»  it  due  to  hereelf,  to  the  remaining 
"VLTnited  States  of  America,  and  lo  th«  nations  of  the  world,  that  she  ahonld 
<t«clare  the  causes  irhich  have  led  to  ihia  acL 

Id  the  year  1705,  that  portion  of  the  BritiRh  empire  embracing  Great 
^^Titain,  undertook  to  make  laws  for  the  governioent  of  that  portion  com- 
"S^VMed  of  the  thirteen  American  colonies.  A  struggle  for  the  right  of  aelf- 
Kovemroent  engned,  which  resulted,  on  the  4th  of  July,  1776,  in  a  declara- 
'^ion  by  the  colonies,  "  that  thej  arc,  and  of  right  ought  to  be,  free  and 
Sodependent  states,  and  that,  as  free  and  independent  slales,  the?  have  full 
X>Ower  to  leV't  war,  to  conclude  peace,  contract  alliances,  establish  com- 
'Uaerce.  and  to  ao  alt  other  acta  and  things  which  independent  states  ma/ 
of  right  do." 

They  further  aolemnlj  declared,  that  whenever  any  "  form  of  govern- 
*nent  becomes  destructive  of  the  ends  for  which  it  was  established,  it  is  Ihe 
Aght  of  that  people  to  alter  or  abolish  it,  and  to  institute  a  new  government." 
I>eeliling  the  government  of  Great  Britain  to  have  become  destructive  of 
these  ends,  they  declared  that  the  colonies  "  are  absolved  from  all  allegiance 
to  the  British  crown,  and  that  all  politiral  connection  between  them  and  the 
Hate*  of  Great  Britain  is  and  ought  to  be  totally  dissolved." 

In  pnrsnance  of  this  declaration  of  independence,  each  of  the  thirteen 
UttcB  proceeded  to  exercise  its  separate  sovereignty ;  adopted  for  itaelf  a 
<tinstitntion,  and  appointed  officers  for  the  admiDistration  of  government 
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in  all  its  departments — legislative,  executive,  and  judicial.  For  purpoacs 
of  defense,  thev  united  their  arms  and  their  counsels ;  and,  in  1778,  they' 
united  in  a  league,  known  as  the  articles  of  confederation,  wherebj  thej 
agreed  to  intrust  the  administration  of  their  external  relations  to  a  com- 
mon agent,  known  as  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  exprcsslj  declar- 
ing, in  the  first  article,  '^  that  each  state  retains  its  sovereignty,  freedom 
and  independence,  and  everv  power,  jurisdiction,  and  right  which  fs  not, 
by  this  confederation,  expressly  delegated  to  the  United  States  in  Congresa 
assembled." 

Under  this  consideration  the  war  of  the  Revolution  was  carried  on,  and 
on  the  3d  of  September,  1783,  the  contest  ended,  and  a  definite  treaty  was 
signed  by  Great  Britain,  in  which  she  acknowledged  the  independence  of 
the  colonies  in  the  following  terms : 

Article  1. — His  Britannic  Majesty  acknowle<lges  the  said  United  States, 
viz:  New  Hampshire,  Massachusetts  Bay,  Rhode  Island  and  Providence 
Plantation,  Connecticut,  New  York,  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Delaware, 
Maryland,  Virginia,  North  Carolina,  South  Carolina,  and  Georgia,  to  be 
free,  sovereign,  and  independent  states;  that  he  treats  them  as  such ;  and 
for  himself,  his  heirs,  and  Rucccywors,  relinquishes  all  claims  to  the  govern- 
ment, proprietary  and  territorial  rights  of  the  same,  and  every  part  thereof. 

Thus  was  established  the  two  great  principles  asserted  by  the  colonies, 
namely,  the  right  of  a  state  to  govern  itself,  and  the  right  of  a  (people  to 
abolish  a  government  when  it  becomes  destructive  of  the  ends  for  which 
it  was  instituted.  And  concurrent  with  the  establishment  of  these  princi- 
ples was  the  fact,  that  each  colony  became  and  was  recognized  by  the 
mother  country  as  a  free,  sovereign,  and  inde(Kn<]ent  state. 

In  1787,  deputies  were  appointed  by  the  states  to  revise  the  articles  of 
confederation,  and  on  SeptemlKjr  17th,  1787,  the  deputies  recommended  for 
the  adoption  of  the  states  the  articles  of  union  known  as  the  constitution 
of  the  United  States. 

The  parties  to  whom  the  constitution  was  submitted  were  the  several 
sovereign  states;  they  were  to  agree  or  disagree,  and  when  nine  of  them 
agreed,  the  compact  was  to  take  cflfcct  among  those  concurring ;  and  the 
general  government,  as  the  common  agent,  was  then  to  be  invested  with 
their  authority. 

If  onlv  nine  of  the  thirteen  states  had  concurre<l,  the  other  four  would 
have  remained  as  they  then  were — separate,  sovereign  states,  inde|)endent 
of  any  of  the  provisions  of  the  constitution.  In  fact,  two  of  the  states  did 
not  acce<lc  to  the  constitution  until  long  after  it  had  gone  into  operation 
among  the  other  eleven ;  and  during  that  interval,  they  exercised  the 
functions  of  an  independent  nation. 

By  this  constitution,  certain  duties  were  charged  on  the  several  states. 
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»  of  MTtain  of  their  powen  not  delegmtad  to  the  TTnlted 
StatH  It  tho  cotMtltDtloD,  nor  prohibited  bj  It  to  the  atate^  are  wwiTed 
to  the  itatfe  re^eotiTelj,  or  to  the  people.  On  the  28d  of  Uaj,  1788, 
Boath  Cuoliiut,  bj  a  cooToitlon  of  Iier  people,  pHNct  en  ordinance  umBt- 
ing  to  tUa  coiNtitatioii,  and  aflerwardB  altering  her  own  comtitntion,  to 
conform  bertelf  to  theobligationashe  had  andertakan. 

Tftns  waa  establiaked,  by  compact  between  the  statca,  a  goremmant, 
with  defined  objecta  and  powers,  limited  to  the  ezpraw  words  of  the  grant, 
and  to  M  much  more  only  w  waa  necenorj  to  execute  the  power  granted. 
Hm  limitation  left  the  whole  remaining  man  of  power  subject  to  the 
elaoae  lewii  ring  it  to  the  state  or  to  the  people,  and  rendered  iinniirfnij' 
my  apeeiScation  of  reaeryed  rights. 

We  hold  that  the  goTemment  Ihns  establUbed  is  labject  to  the  two  great 
frinclpiea  aaaerted  in  the  declaration  of  independence,  end  we  hold  farther 
that  the  mode  of  ita  formation  subjects  it  lo  a  third  fnudamental  principle, 
namely — the  law  of  compact  We  msintain  that  in  erery  compact  be- 
tween two  or  more  parties,  the  obligation  is  mutual — that  the  failnre  of 
one  of  the  contracting  parties  to  perform  a  material  part  of  ihe  agreement 
utirely  released  the  ubligalion  of  the  other,  and  that,  where  no  arbiter  is 
appointed,  each  party  is  remitte<l  lo  his  own  judgment  to  determine  the 
fact  of  failure  with  nil  its  conrequences. 

In  the  present  esse  t^st  fact  is  established  with  certainly.  We  assert 
that  fifteen  of  the  states  have  deliberately  refused  for  years  past  to  fulfill 
tbeir  constitutional  obligations,  and  we  refer  to  their  .own  statutes  for  the 

^le  eonatitntion  of  the  United  Statee,  in  its  4th  article,  provides  as  fol- 


"No  person  held  to  service  or  labor  in  one  stale,  under  the  laws  thereof, 
(•caping  into  another,  shall,  in  consequence  of  any  law  or  regulation 
therein,  M  discharged  from  any  service  or  labor,  but  shall  be  delivered  up, 
on  claim  of  the  party  to  whom  such  service  or  labor  may  be  due." 

Hiu  stipulation  was  so  material  to  the  compact  that  without  it  that 
(!ompact  would  not  have  been  made.     The  greater  number  of  the  contract- 
ing parties  held  slaves,  and  the  state  of  Virginia  hod  previously  declared     ■ 
her  estimate  of  its  value  by  making  it  the  condition  of  cession  of  the  ter- 
ritory which  now  compose  the  states  north  of  the  Ohio  river. 

The  same  article  of  the  constitution  stipulates  also  for  the  rendition  by 
the  several  states  of  fugitives  from  justice  from  Ihe  other  states. 

The  general  government,  as  the  common  agent,  passed  laws  lo  carry  Into 
effect  these  stipulations  of  the  states.  For  many  years  these  laws  were  ex- 
ecuted. But  an  increasing  hostility  on  the  part  of  the  northern  slates  to 
die  institution  of  alaveiy,  has  led  to  a  disregard  of  their  obligations,  and 
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the  laws  of  the  general  goTemment  have  ceased  to  eflfect  the  objects  of  the 
constitution.  The  states  of  Maine.  New  Hampshire,  Vermont,  Masachn- 
setts.  Connecticut,  Rhode  Island,  New  York,  PennsyWania,  Illinois,  Indi- 
ana, Ohio,  Michigan,  Wis4X>n5in,  and  Iowa,  have  enacted  laws  which  either 
nullify  the  acts  of  Congrvss,  or  render  u>eless  any  attempt  to  execute  them. 
In  many  of  these  states  the  fugitive  is  discharged  from  the  service  of  la- 
bor claimed,  and  in  none  of  them  has  the  state  government  compliecfwith 
the  stipulation  made  in  the  constitution.  The  state  of  New  Jersej,  at  an 
early  day,  passed  a  law  for  the  rendition  of  fugitive  slaves  in  conformity 
with  her  c^onstitutional  undertaking;  but  the  current  of  anti-slaverj  feel- 
ing has  letl  her  more  recently  to  enact  laws  which  render  inoperative  the 
remedies  provided  by  her  own  law  and  by  the  laws  of  Congress.  Id  the 
state  of  New  Y'ork  even  the  right  of  transit  for  a  slave  has  been  denied  by 
her  tribunals,  and  the  states  of  Ohio  and  Iowa  have  refused  to  surrender 
to  justice  fugitives  charged  with  murder  and  inciting  servile  insurrection, 
in  the  state  of  Virginia.  Thus  the  constitutional  compact  has  been  delih. 
erately  broken  and  disreganletl  by  the  non-slaveholding  states,  and  th^^ 
consequence  follows  that  South  Carolina  is  released  from  its  obligations. 

The  ends  for  which  this  constitution  wn.s  framed  are  declared  by  itself 
to  l>e  ''to  form  a  more  perfect  union,  establish  justice,  insure  domestic  tran- 
quility, provide  for  the  common  defense,  protect  the  general  welfare,  and 
secure  the  blessings  of  liberty  to  ourselves  and  posterity." 

These  ends  it  endeavore*!  to  accomplish  by  a  fcileral  government,  in 
which  each  state  was  recognized  as  an  equal,  and  had  separate  control  over 
its  own  institutions.  The  right  of  proiK*rty  in  slaves  was  rocoenizeil  by 
giving  to  free  persons  distinct  )Kditiral  rights;  by  giving  them  the  right 
to  represent,  and  luirdening  thoin  with  ilireot  taxes  for  three-fifths  of  their 
slaves;  by  authorizing  the  inijxirtaiion  of  slaves  lor  twenty  years,  and  by 
stipulating  for  the  rendition  of  fugitives  from  lalK)r. 

We  affirm  that  these  ends  for  which  this  government  was  instituted  have 
been  defeated,  and  the  government  itself  has  been  made  di*structive  of  them 
by  the  action  of  the  non-slaveholding  states.  These  static  have  a^«:umc«l 
the  right  of  deciding  nj>on  the  propriety  of  our  iloniestic  institutions,  and 
have  denie<l  the  rights  of  property  established  in  fifteen  of  the  states  and 
recognizetl  l»y  the  constitution;  they  have  deiionnce<l  as  sinful  the  institu- 
tion of  slavery ;  they  have  j>ermitted  the  ojien  establishment  among  them 
of  soi'ieties  whose  avowed  object  is  to  disturb  the  jieace  and  to  eloin  the 
pro|K'rty  of  the  citizens  of  other  states.  They  have  encouragc<l  and 
assisted  thousands  of  our  slaves  to  leave  their  homi^  and  those  who  remain 
have  l>een  incited  by  emissaries,  books,  and  picturi-s  to  servile  in»urrei*tion- 

For  twenty-five  years,  this  agitation  h;Ls  l»een  steatlily  increasing,  until 
it  has  now  secured  to  its  aid  the  power  of  the  common  government.     01>- 


Buchanan's  administration.  341 

serving  the  forms  of  the  constitution,  a  sectional  party  has  found  within 
that  article  establishing  the  executive  department  the  means  of  subverting 
the  constitution  itself.  A  geographical  line  has  been  drawn  across  the 
Union,  and  all  the  states  north  of  that  line  have  united  in  the  election  of 
a  man  to  the  high  office  of  President  of  the  United  States,  whose  opinions 
and  purposes  are  hostile  to  slavery.  He  is  to  be  entrusted  with  the  ad> 
ministration  of  the  common  government,  because  he  has  declared  that  that 
"government  can  not  endure  permanently  half  slave,  half  free,''  and  that 
the  public  mind  must  rest  in  the  belief  that  slavery  is  in  the  course  of  ul- 
timate extinction. 

This  sectional  combination  for  the  subversion  of  the  constitution  has 
been  aided  in  some  of  the  states  by  elevating  to  citizenship  persons,  who, 
by  the  supreme  law  of  the  land,  are  incapable  of  becoming  citizens,  and 
their  votes  have  been  used  to  inaugurate  a  new  policy  hostile  to  the  south* 
and  destructive  of  its  peace  and  safety. 

On  the  4th  of  March  next,  this  party  will  take  possession  of  the  govern- 
ment. It  has  announced  that  the  south  shall  be  excluded  from  the  com- 
mon territory;  that  the  judicial  tribunals  shall  be  made  sectional,  and 
that  a  war  must  be  waged  against  slavery  until  it  shall  cease  throughout 
the  United  States. 

The  guarantees  of  the  constitution  will  then  no  lonp:er  exist ;  the  equal 
rights  of  the  states  will  be  lost.  The  slavchoMing  slates  will  no  longer 
have  the  power  of  sell-government  or  self-protection,  and  the  federal  gov- 
ernment will  have  become  their  enemies. 

Sectional  interest  and  animosity  will  deej)en  the  irritation,  and  all  hope 
of  remedy  is  rendered  vain  by  the  fact  that  public  opinion  at  the  north 
has  invested  a  great  political  error  with  the  sanctions  of  a  more  erroneous 
religious  belief. 

We,  therefore,  the  people  of  South  Carolina,  by  our  delegates  in  con- 
vention assembled,  appealing  to  the  Supreme  Judge  of  the  world  for  the 
rectitude  of  our  intentions,  have  solemnly  declared  that  the  union  hereto- 
fore existing  Ijetween  this  state  and  the  other  states  of  North  America  is 
(lissolvetl,  and  that  the  state  of  South  Carolina  has  resumed  her  position 
among  the  nations  of  the  world  as  a  free,  sovereign,  and  independent  stater 
with  full  jx)wer  to  levy  war,  conclude  i)eace,  contract  alliances,  establish 
commerce,  and  to  do  all  other  acts  and  things  which  independent  states 
may  of  right  do. 

And,  for  the  support  of  this  declaration,  with  a  firm  reliance  on  the 
protection  of  Divine  Providence,  we  mutually  pledge  to  each  other  our 
lives,  our  fortunes,  and  our  sacred  honor. 


342  HKTORY   OF   AMZRICAX   POLITICS. 

i9«a— co53TnTnoxAL  cyiox  platform, 

BoAzmonf.  May  9. 

WsEREJLSy  Expenence  has  liemonstnocd  that  platforms  adopted  by  the 
panLsan  coaTcntioos  of  the  coanuy  hare  had  the  effect  to  mislead  and  de- 
ceive the  people,  and  at  the  same  time  to  widen  the  political  divisions  of 
the  countrr.  bj  the  creation  and  encouragement  of  geographical  and  sec- 
tional parties ;  therefore^ 

Re»At«dy  That  it  L§  both  the  part  of  patriotism  and  of  dntj  to  reeo^tae 
no  political  principles  other  than  The  Cosr^rrmmoN  of  the  Couktbt, 

THE  UXIOX  OF  THE  STATES,  AXD  THE  EXFORCEXEXT  OF  THE  LaW8  ;   and 

that  as  representatives  of  the  constitutional  anion  men  of  the  coantry,  in 
national  convention  assembled,  we  herebj  pledge  ourselves  to  maintain, 
protect,  and  defend,  separately  and  unitedly,  these  great  principles  of  pub- 
lic liberty  and  national  safety  against  all  enemies  at  home  and  abroad, 
believing  that  thereby  peace  may  once  more  be  restored  to  the  country,  the 
rights  of  the  people  and  of  the  states  re-established,  and  the  government 
again  placed  in  that  condition  of  justice,  fraternity,  and  equality,  which, 
under  the  example  and  constitution  of  our  fathers,  has  solemnly  bound 
every  citizen  of  the  L^nited  States  to  maintain  a  more  perfect  union,  estab- 
lish justice,  insure  domestic  tranquility,  provide  for  the  common  defense, 
promote  the  general  welfare,  and  secure  the  blessings  of  liberty  to  our- 
selves and  our  posterity. 

I860.— REPUBUCAN  PLATFORM, 

Chicago^  May  17. 

Reaolred,  That  we,  the  delegated  representatives  of  the  republican  elect- 
ors of  the  United  States,  in  convention  assembled,  in  discharge  of  the  duty 
we  owe  to  our  constituents  and  our  country,  unite  in  the  following  declar- 
ations : 

1.  That  the  history  of  the  nation,  during  the  last  four  years,  has  fully 
established  the  propriety  and  necessity  of.  the  organization  and  perpetu- 
ation of  the  republican  party,  and  that  the  causes  which  called  it  into  ex- 
istence are  permanent  in  their  nature,  and  now,  more  than  ever  before, 
demand  its  peaceful  and  constitutional  triumph. 

2.  That  the  maintenance  of  the  principles  promulgated  in  the  Declaration 
of  Independence,  and  embodied  in  the  federal  constitution,  *'That  all  men 
art?  createfl  equal ;  that  they  are  endowe<l  by  their  Creator  with  certain 
inalienable  rights;  that  amonpj  these  are  life,  liberty,  and  the  pursuit  of 
happiness;  that  to  secure  these  rights,  governments  are  instituted  among 
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men,  deriyiog  their  jast  powen  from  the  consent  of  the  goyemedi"  is  essen- 
timl  to  the  preservation  of  our  republican  institutions ;  and  that  the  federal 
constitution,  the  rights  of  the  states,  and  the  union  of  the  states,  must  and 
nhall  be  preserved. 

3.  That  to  the  union  of  the  states  this  nation  owes  its  unprecedented 
increase  in  population,  its  surprising  development  of  material  resources, 
its  rapid  augmentation  of  wealth,  its  happiness  at  home  and  its  honor 
abroad;  and  we  hold  in  abhorrence  all  schemes  for  disunion,  come  from 
whatever  source  thej  maj ;  and  we  congratulate  the  country  that  no  re- 
publican member  of  Congress  has  uttered  or  countenanced  the  threats  of 
disunion  so  often  made  by  democratic  members,  without  rebuke  and  with 
applause  from  their  political  associates;  and  we  denounce  those  threats  of 
disunion,  in  case  of  a  popular  overthrow  of  their  ascendancy,  as  denying 
the  vital  principles  of  a  free  government,  and  as  an  avowal  of  contem- 
plated treason,  which  it  is  the  imperative  duty  of  an  indignant  people 
sternly  to  rebuke  and  forever  silence. 

4.  That  the  maintenance  inviolate  of  the  rights  of  the  states,  and  espe- 
cially the  right  of  each  state  to  order  and  control  its  own  domestic  institu- 
tions according  to  its  own  judgment  exclusively,  is  essential  to  that  bal- 
ance of  powers  on  which  the  perfection  and  endurance  of  our  political 
fabric  depends ;  and  we  denounce  the  lawless  invasion,  by  armed  force,  of 
the  soil  of  any  state  or  territory,  no  matter  under  what  pretext,  as  among 
the  gravest  of  crimes. 

5.  That  the  present  democratic  administration  has  far  exceeded  our 
worst  apprehensions,  in  its  measureless  subserviency  to  the  exactions  of  a 
sectional  interest,  as  especially  evinced  in  its  desperate  exertions  to  force 
the  infamous  Lecompton  constitution  upon  the  protesting  people  of  Kan- 
sas; in  construing  the  personal  relations  between  master  and  servant  to 
involve  an  unqualified  property  in  persons ;  in  its  attempted  enforcement, 
everywhere,  on  land  and  sea,  through  the  intervention  of  Congress  and  of 
the  federal  courts,  of  the  extreme  pretensions  of  a  purely  local  interest ; 
and  in  its  general  and  unvarying  abuse  of  the  power  entrusted  to  it  by  a 
confiding  people. 

6.  That  the  people  justly  view  with  alarm  the  reckless  extravagance 
which  pervades  every  department  of  the  federal  government ;  that  a  return 
to  rigid  economy  and  accountability  is  indispensable  to  arrest  the  system- 
atic plunder  of  the  public  treasury  by  favored  partisans;  while  the  recent 
startling  developments  of  frauds  and  corruptions  at  the  federal  metropolis, 
show  that  an  entire  change  of  administration  is  imperatively  demanded. 

7.  That  the  new  dogma,  that  the  constitution,  of  its  own  force,  carries 
slavery  into  any  or  all^of  the  territories  of  the  United  States,  is  a  danger- 
ous political  heresy,  at  variance  with  the  explicit  provisions  of  that  instru- 
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ment  ite^f,  with  contemporaneous  exposition,  and  "with  legislative  and 
jadicial  precedent — is  revolutionary  in  its  tendency,  and  subversive  of  the 
peace  and  harmony  of  the  country. 

8.  That  the  normal  condition  of  all  the  territorv  of  the  United  States  » 
that  of  freedom  ;  that  as  our  republican  fathers,  when  they  had  abolished 
slavery  in  all  our  national  territory,  ordained  that  *'  no  person  ah&ll  be 
deprived  of  life,  liberty,  or  property,  without  due  process  of  law,"  it  be- 
comes our  duty,  by  legislation,  whenever  such  legislation  is  necessarj,  to 
maintain  this  provision  of  the  constitution  against  all  attempts  to  violate 
it ;  and  we  deny  the  authority  of  Congress,  of  a  territorial  legislature,  or 
of  any  individuals,  to  give  legal  existence  to  slavery  in  any  territory  of 
the  United  States. 

9.  That  we  brand  the  recent  re-opening  of  the  African  slave  trade,  under 
the  cover  of  our  national  flag,  aided  by  i)erver8ions  of  judicial  power,  as  a 
crime  against  humanity  and  a  burning  shame  to  our  country  and  age ;  and 
we  call  upon  Congress  to  take  prompt  and  efficient  measures  for  the  total 
and  final  suppression  of  that  execrable  traffic. 

10.  That  in  the  recent  vetoes,  by  their  federal  governors,  of  the  act*  of 
the  legislatures  of  Kansas  and  Nebraska,  prohibiting  slavery  in  those  ter- 
ritories, we  find  a  practical  illustration  of  the  boasted  democratic  princi* 
pie  of  non-intervention  and  jYopular  sovereignty,  embodied  in  the  Kansas- 
Nebraska  bill,  and  a  demonstration  of  the  deception  and  fraud  involved 
therein. 

11.  That  Kansas  shouKl,  of  right,  be  iraniedialely  a<lniitte<l  as  a  state 
under  the  constitution  recently  formed  and  adopted  by  her  people,  and 
accepted  by  the  House  of  Ke[)resentiitives. 

12.  That,  while  providing  revenue  for  thesup]M)rt  of  the  general  jjovem- 
ment  by  duties  np<in  im{V)rts,  sound  |x>li('v  requires  such  an  adjustment  of 
these  im|)orts  ns  to  encourage  the  development  of  the  industrial  interest  of 
the  whole  country  ;  and  we  ooniniend  that  policy  of  nationnl  ex4*hanges 
which  secures  to  the  working  men  liberal  wa^es,  to  agriculture  remuner- 
ative prices,  to  mechanics  and  manufacturePK  an  adeciuato  rewanl  for  their 
"skill,  labor,  and  enterprise,  and  to  the  nation  commercial  prosj)erity  and 
inde{)endence. 

13.  That  we  protest  against  any  sale  or  alienation  toothers  of  the  puMir* 
lands  held  by  actual  settlers,  and  against  any  view  of  the  homefjteal  jM>licy 
which  regards  the  settlers  as  paui>ers  or  suppliants  for  public  bounty  ;  and 
we  demand  the  passage  by  Congress  of  the  complete  and  satisfactory  home- 
stead measure  which  has  already  passi'd  the  House. 

14.  That  the  republican  party  is  op[>ose<l  to  any  change  in  our  natural- 
ization laws,  or  any  state  legislation  by  which  the  rights  of  citizenship 
hitherto  accorded  to  immigrants  from  foreign  lands  shall  be  abridgeil  or 


iiL(  HAN  A  n's    ADMIM^riiA  rioN.  l\  io 

impaired;  and  in  favor  of  giving  a  full  and  efficient  protection  to  the 
rij^'hts  of  all  chisses  of  citizens,  whether  native  or  naturalize<l,  both  at 
home  and  abroad. 

15.  That  appropriations  by  Ck>ngre88  for  river  and  harbor  improvements 
of  a  Qational  character,  require<i  for  the  accommodation  and  security  of 
an  existing  commerce,  are  authorized  by  the  constitution  and  justified  by 
the  obligations  of  government  to  protect  the  liv^es  and  property  of  its  citi- 


18.  That  a  railroad  to  the  Pacific  ocean  is  imperatively  demanded  by 
the  interest  of  the  whole  country ;  that  the  federal  government  ought  to- 
lender  immediate  and  efficient  aid  in  its  construction ;  and  that  as  pre- 
liminary thereto,  a  daily  overland  mail  should  be  promptly  established. 

17.  Finally,  having  thus  set  forth  our  distinctive  principles  and  views^ 
'we  invite  the  co-operation  of  all  citizens,  however  difiering  on  other  ques* 
tions,  who  substantially  agree  with  us  in  their  affirmance  and  support. 


I860.— DEMOCRATIC  (DOUGLAS)  PLATFORM, 
Chariestofif  April  23,  and  Baltimore^  June  18, 

1.  Regohedy  That  we,  the  democracy  of  the  Union,  in  convention  as- 
ibled,  hereby  declare  our  affirmance  of  the  resolutions  unanimously 

lopted  and  declared  as  a  platform  of  principles  by  the  democratic  con- 
'Mention  at  Cincinnati,  in  the  year  1856,  believing  that  democratic  princi- 
are  unchangeable  in  their  nature  when  applied  to  the  same  subject- 
iatters ;  and  we  recommend,  as  the  only  further  resolutions,  the  following : 
Inasmuch  as  differences  of  opinion  exist  in  the  democratic  party  as  to 
•Jie  nature  and  extent  of  the  powers  of  a  territorial  lojo^islature,  and  as  to 
powers  and  duties  of  Congress,  under  the  constitution  of  the  United 
over  the  institution  of  slavery  within  the  territories : 

2.  Besoltfed,  That  the  democratic  party  will  abide  by  the  decisions  of 
^lie  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  on  the  questions  of  constitutional 

3.  Re9olved,  That  it  is  the  duty  of  tho  Unite<l  States  to  afford  ample  and 
^:>'on[iplete  protection  to  all  its  citizens,  whether  at  home  or  abroad,  and 
'^^'hether  native  or  foreign. 

4.  Resolvedf  That  one  of  the  necessities  of  the  age,  in  a  military,  cora- 
^^lercial,  and  postal  point  of  view,  is  speedy  communication  l)etween  the 
-Atlantic  and  Pacific  states;  and  the  democratic  party  pledge  such  con- 
stitutional government  aid  as  will  insure  the  construction  of  a  railroad  to- 
t.>je  Pacific  coast  at  the  earliest  practicable  jKTiod. 

5.  Regolvedf  That  the  democratic  party  are  in  favor  of  the  acquisition 
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of  the  island  of  Cuba,  on  such  terms  as  shall  be  honorable  to  ouraelTef 
and  just  to  Spain. 

6.  Besolvedj  That  the  enactments  of  state  legislatures  to  defeat  the  faith- 
ful execution  of  the  Fugitive  Slave  Law  are  hostile  in  character,  subvenive 
of  the  constitution,  and  revolutionary  in  their  effect. 

7.  Roiolvedy  That  it  is  in  accordance  with  the  true  interpretation  of  the 
Cincinnati  platform,  that,. during  the  existence  of  the  territorial  govern- 
ments, the  measure  of  restriction,  whatever  it  may  be,  imposed  bj  the 
federal  constitution  on  the  power  of  the  territorial  legislature  over  the 
subject  of  domestic  relations,  as  the  same  has  been,  or  shall  hereafter  be, 
finally  determined  by  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  shall  be  re- 
spected by  all  good  citizens,  and  enforced  with  promptness  and  fidelity  by 
every  branch  of  the  general  government. 


I860.— DEMOCRATIC  (BRECKINRIDGE)  PLATFORM, 

Charleston  and  Baltimore. 

Resolved,  That  the  platform  adopted  by  the  democratic  party  at  Cincin- 
nati be  affirmed,  with  following  explanatory  res<^«lutions : 

1.  That  the  government  of  a  territory,  organized  by  an  act  of  Congnak, 
is  provisional  and  temporary  ;  and,  during  it8  existence,  all  citizens  of  the 
United  States  have  an  equal  right  to  settle,  with  their  property,  in  the  ter- 
ritory, without  their  rights,  either  of  person  or  property,  being  destroyed 
or  impaired  by  congressional  or  territorial  legislation. 

2.  That  it  is  the  duty  of  the  federal  government,  in  all  its  departments 
to  protect,  when  necessary,  the  rights  of  persons  and  property  in  the  terri- 
tories, and  wherever  else  its  constitutional  authority  extends. 

3.  That  when  the  settlers  in  a  territory  having  an  adequate  ()opulation, 
form  a  state  constitution  in  pursuance  of  law,  the  right  of  sovereignty 
commences,  and,  being  consummated  by  admission  into  the  Union,  they 
stand  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  people  of  other  states,  and  the  state 
thus  organized  ought  to  be  admitted  into  the  federal  Union,  whether  its 
constitution  prohibits  or  recognizes  the  institution  of  slavery. 

4.  That  the  democratic  party  are  in  favor  of  the  acquisition  of  the  island 
of  Cuba,  on  such  terms  as  shall  be  honorable  to  ourselves  and  just  to 
Spain,  at  the  earliest  practicable  moment. 

5.  That  the  enactments  of  state  legislatures  to  defeat  the  faithful  execa- 
tion  of  the  Fugitive  Slave  Law  are  hostile  in  character,  subversive  of  the 
constitution,  and  revolutionarv  in  their  effect. 

6.  That  the  democracy  of  the  United  Statej*  recognize  it  as  the  impera- 
tive duty  of  this  government  to  protect  the  naturalized  citizen  in  all  his 
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rights,  whether  at  home  or  in  foreign  lands,  to  the  same  extent  as  its  na- 
tive-bom citizens. 

WhereaSy  One  of  the  greatest  necessities  of  the  age,  in  a  political,  com- 
mercial, postal,  and  military  point  of  view,  is  a  speedy  communication  be- 
tween the  Pacific  and  Atlantic  coasts ;  therefore,  be  it 

Be$^ved,  That  the  democratic  party  do  hereby  pledge  themselves  to  use 
every  means  in  their  .power  to  secure  the  passage  of  some  bill,  to  the  extent 
of  the  constitutional  authority  of  Congress,  for  the  construction  of  a 
Pacific  railroad  from  the  Mississippi  river  to  the  Pacific  ocean,  at  the 
earliest  practicable  moment. 
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CHAPTER  XVIII. 
LINCOLN'S  ADMINISTRATION. 

1861—1865. 

INAUGURATION. 

The  administration  of  Lincoln,  as  foreseen  by  all,  was  to 
be  a  stormy  period  in  American  polities.  However,  the  far- 
reaching  sweep  of  events,  soon  to  transpire,  was  scarcely 
within  the  vision  of  the  most  prophetic  eye.  The  country 
everywhere  felt  a  sense  of  insecurity.  In  Washington  the 
friends  of  the  President-elect,  apprehensive  of  danger,  took 
steps  to  provide  for  his  personal  safety.  It  was  believed  they 
had  discovered  a  conspiracy  to  assassinate  Mr.  Lincoln  while 
going  through  Baltimore.  Reposing  implicit  confidence  in 
the  people,  it  was  difficult  for  him  to  understand,  after  his 
triumphal  passage  through  three  great  states,  that  such  a 
purpose  to  thwart  the  decision  of  the  ballot-box  should  exist 
anywhere  in  the  Union.  But  evidence  thickened  and  he 
passed  Baltimore,  in  disguise,  arriving  at  Washington  about 
the  time  he  was  exjKJcted  to  leave  Harrisburg. 

From  Februry  23d  till'  March  4th  was  spent  in  the  capi- 
tal. He  was  cordially  received  by  Mr.  Buchanan  and  intro- 
duced to  his  cabinet,  then  in  session.  The  members  of  the 
peace  congress  visited  him,  and  distinguished  citizens  and 
official  bodies  welcomed  him. 

Monday  morning,  the  4th  of  March,  1861,  a  vast  concourse, 
of  every  party  and  shade  of  political  opinion,  thronged  the 
city.  And  although  a  spark  would  have  kindled  the  passion 
of  the  hour  into  a  flame,  the  inauguration  was  accomplished 
deliberately  and  without  bloodshed. 
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The  ceremonies  of  inauguration,  always  impressive,  were 
s?iirroiinded  with  painful  solicitude.  The  vast  crowd  wit- 
nessed the  unprecedented  .sj)ectacle  of  a  number  of  vacant 
places  among  the  members  of  the  Senate  and  House,  occa- 
sioned by  resignations  to  join  the  rising  southern  confederacy. 
The  judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  were  there,  Chief  Justice 
Taney  attracting  attention  because  of  his  known  pro-slavery 
principles.  Many  officers  of  the  army  and  navy,  ministers 
irom  foreign  courts,  and  distinguished  party  leaders,  noted 
with  critical  eye  every  movement  in  the  historic  scene. 

Mr.  Lincoln  appeared,  accompanied  by  the. retiring  Presi- 
<lent,  Mr.  Buchanan,  and  by  Mr.  Douglas,  whose  friendship  at 
ithat  time  could  not  be  too  highly  appreciated.  The  oath  of 
office  was  administered  by  Chief  Justice  Taney,  Hannibal 
Hamlin  having  already  received  the  oath  of  office  as  Vice- 
JPresident,  and  the  newly  elected  senators  having  been  sworn 
in. 

INAUGURAL    ADDRESS. 

No  man  had  ever  approached  so  great  an  occasion  with 
^nore   ability.     Firmness,  prudence,  and   humility   were   so 
^[ually  blended  in  the  address  that,  for  a  time,  it  disarmed 
liis    enemies,   and    his    friends    were    not   (juite  sure  of  the 
strength  of  his  purpose  till  they  had  given  his  w^ords  a  calm 
-cronsideration.     Its  influence  was  pacific.     For  a  moment  all 
j^arties  were  stilled.     The    abolition  element,  at   the  north, 
"felt  that  it  was  too  conciliatory;  the  secessionists  were  in- 
^*ensed  by  the  very  calmness  which  pervaded  it ;  the  masses 
throughout  the  northern  and  western  states  approved,  and 
the  "border  states"  were  satisfied.     But  few  comprehended 
its  grasp  on  the  possibilities  that  lay  in  the  nation's  pathway. 
He  re-affirmed  the  distinguishing  feature  of  the  platform  on 
Avhich  he  was  nominated,  which  declared  the  "  right  of  each 
state  to  order  and  control  its  own  domestic  institutions  ac- 
cording to  its  own  judgment  exelusivelv."  but  con^^trued  the 
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articles  of  association  of  1774,  the  Declaration  of  Independ- 
ence of  1776,  the  articles  of  confederation  of  1778,  with  the 
constitution  of  1787,  so  as  to  make  it  "  impossible"  for  a  state 
"lawfully,"  "upon  its  own  mere  motion  to  get  out  of  the 
Union ; "  and  promised  that  the  Union  of  all  the  states, 
would,  under  the  constitution,  "  defend  and  maintain  itself," 
while  all  the  power  confided  to  him  should  be  used  "to  hold, 
occupy,  and  possess  the  property  and  places  belonging  to  the 
government." 

Lincoln's  cabinet. 
In  the  selection  of  his  cabinet  Mr.  Lincoln  manifested 
rare  judgment.  It  was  thoroughly  republican,  and  left  no 
section  or  state,  where  there  was  a  pronounced  Union  senti- 
ment, without  representation.  William  H.  Seward,  of  Kew 
York,  secretary  of  state,  and  Salmon  P.  Chase,  of  Ohio,  sec- 
retary of  the  treasury,  were  thoroughly  in  accord  with  the 
anti-alavery  element  of  the  country ;  General  Simon  Cam- 
eron, of  Pennsylvania,  who  believed  a  prolonged  war  inevi- 
table, secretary  of  war ;  Gideon  Wells,  of  Connecticutj  sec- 
retary of  the  navy,  and  Caleb  B.  Smith,  of  Indiana,  secretary 
of  the  interior,  were  both  popular  men ;  while  Edward  Bates, 
of  Missouri,  attorney-general,  and  Montgomery  Blair,  of 
Maryland,  postmaster-general,  were  selected  from  states  aa 
far  south  as  the  administration  could  go. 

ATTEMPTED    ADJUSTMENT   OF    DIFPICCLTIES, 

Mr.  Seward,  secretary  of  state,  received,  as  early  as  the 
11th  of  March,  "through  the  kind  offices  of  a  distinguished 
•jfiiidnr."  ii  request  from  Mr.  John  Forsyth,  of  Alabama,  and 
Mr.  Martiu  J.  Crawford,  of  Georgia,  for  an  unoflSeial  inter- 
view; but  the  nature  of  the  proposed  interview  ^vas  such 
that,  fmrn  "considerations  of  public  policy,"  it  was  respecl- 
fiilly  declined.  This  was  followed  by  a  ^vfitteu  communica- 
tion ffcim  those  gentlemen,  then  in  Washington,  under  date  of 
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March  12,  sealed^  and  delivered  on  the  13th  to  Mr.  Sew- 
ard's assistant.  This  was  intended  as  an  official  document. 
In  it  Messrs.  Forsyth  and  Crawford  claim  to  be  ''  accredited 
oommissioners  of  the  Confederate  Statearof  America,  to  the  gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States.^'  They  represented  that  seven 
states  had  ''  withdrawn  from  the  United  States,  and  formed  a 
government  of  their  own/'  They  said  the  '^Confederate 
States  constituted  an  independent  nation,  def(ido  and  dejure, 
possessing  a  government  perfect  in  all  its  parts,  and  endowed 
with  all  means  of  self-support ; ''  and  closed  by  requesting  a 
speedy  interview,  that  they  might  present  their  credentials  to 
llie  President  of  the  United  states,  and  lay  before  him  the 
mission  with  which  they  had  been  entrusted,  for  the  '^  future 
wel&re  of  the  two  nations." 

To  this  bold  declaration  Secretary  Seward  replied,  stating 
that  he  had  the  honor  to  submit  to  them  a  copy  of  Mr.  Lin- 
coln's inaugural  address,  a  simple  reference  to  which  would 
satisfy  those  gentlemen  that,  guided  by  the  principles  therein 
laid  down,  the  secretary  was  altogether  prevented  from  ad- 
mitting or  assuming  that  the  states  referred  to  by  them  had, 
in  law  or  in  fact,  withdrawn  from  the  federal  Union,  or  that 
they  could  do  so  in  the  manner  assumed.  He  also  refused  to 
appoint  a  day  on  which  they  might  present  their  credentials, 
and  refused  to  ^*  recognize  them  as  diplomatic  agents,"  or  to 
"hold  correspondence  with  them."  He  closed  by  assuring 
them  that  the  President  had  been  consulted,  and  that  he  de- 
clined any  official  intercourse  with  them. 

This  correspondence  seems  sufficiently  explicit,  and  shows 
the  determined  purpose  on  both  sides  that  no  concessions 
were  to  be  made.  But  there  were  yet  at  Washington,  and 
high  in  civil  and  )x>litical  circles,  some  who  entertained  hopes 
of  some  kind  of  amicable  adjustment,  whether  through  com- 
promise or  by  disunion  does  not  clearly  appear.  Prominent 
among  these  was  John  A.  Campbell,  a  citizen  of  Alabama, 
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and  member  of  the  Supreme  Court.  Judge  Campbell  inter- 
posed his  friendly  offices  in  behalf  of  the  claims  of  Messrs. 
Forsyth  and  Crawford,  and  seems  to  have  thought,  at  one 
time,  he  would  be  successful.  He  addressed  Secretary  Sew- 
ard, under  date  of  April  13,  complaining  that  certain  con- 
versations with  reference  to  sending  supplies  to  Fort  Sum- 
ter had  led  him  to  expect  a  different  result  in  the  action  of 
the  government.  His  impression  was  that  Fort  Sumter 
would  have  been  peaceably  evacuated,  and  he  had  assured 
the  aforesaid  confederate  commissioners  that  no  measure 
"prejudicious"  to  the  southern  confederate  states  was  con- 
templated on  the  15th  of  March.  He  claimed  that  the  south- 
ern leaders  were  acting  under  the  impression  that  "  systematic 
duplicity"  had  been  exercised  toward  them,  in  which  impres- 
sion beseemed  to  fully  share;  and  concluded  by  demanding 
an  explanation. 

To  this  no  reply  was  made,  since  it  would  have  been,  indi- 
rectly, giving  an  account  of  the  government  for  its  actions  to 
Messrs.  Forsvth  and  Crawford. 

In  the  meantime,  these  gentlemen  having  failed  to  obtain 
an  audience  as  the  representatives  of  a  distinct  nation,  ad- 
dressed another  letter  to  Secretary  Seward,  April  9,  in 
which  they  claimed  for  the  confederacy  the  rights  springing 
from  a  "manifest  and  accomplished  revolution;''  and  accept- 
ing for  their  governnuMit  and  people,  as  they  expressed  it, 
"the  gauge  of  l)attle,"  which  they  claimed  had  bei'n  thrown 
down  by  the  United  States  when  it  refused  them  official 
recognition. 

Whatever  misunderstanding  existed  in  regard  to  negoti- 
ations for  peace,  or  in  regard  to  possessing  and  holding  the 
United  States  forts  on  the  southern  coast,  is  easily  explaine<l 
by  the  fact  that  the  parties  were  working  at  cross  purposes. 
One  was  demanding  peace  and  the  Union ;  the  other  asked 
peace  with  disunion.     And  if,  as  claimed,  the  President  wa- 
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vered  as  to  the  propriety  of  maintaining  the  garrison  in  Fort 
Sumter,  it  ooald  have  been  but  a  question  of  poliqy  as  to  that 
particular  place,  as  no  word  or  act  of  Mr.  Lincoln,  which 
has  come  to  us  through  history,  contradicts  his  avowed  pur- 
pose that  the  Union  should  *^  maintain  itself 

Daring  this  period,  and  for  some  time  after,  many  officers 
of  the  regular  army,  following  the  example  of  seceding  states 
and  resigning  congressmen,  dropped  their  uniforms  and  ob- 
ligations, and  assumed  commands  in  the  &stly  forming  con- 
federate army.  They  justified  their  action  on  their  claim  to 
state  citizenship,  through  the  doctrine  of  state  sovereignty. 
Everywhere  in  the  south  the  idef^  prevailed  that  allegiance  to  a 
«tate  was  paramount  to  any  obligation  to  the  national  gov- 
-emment.  On  this  plea,  officers  of  the  army,  to  the  number 
of  about  two  hundred,  with  General  Robert  E.  Lee  at  their 
head,  wheeled  into  line  with  the  southern  battalions.  General 
David  E.  Twiggs,  second  in  rank  among  the  officers  of  the 
United  States  army,  and  commandant  of  the  department  of 
Texas,  during  Buchanan's  administration,  was  notably  influ- 
ential in  his  active  co-operation  with  the  secession  cause. 

• 

THE   BORDER  STATES. 

While  a  majority  of  the  people  in  the  border  states  of 
Maryland,  Virginia,  Kentucky,  and  Missouri,  together  with 
-those  of  North  Carolina,  Tennessee,  and  Arkansas,  were  in 
sympathy  with  the  south,  they  did  not  believe  in  secession. 
One  obvious  reason  for  this  was  the  fact  that  in  the  event  of 
a  war  for  the  restoration  of  the  Union,  their  territory'  would 
evidently  be  the  battlefield.  Besides,  there  were  large  sec- 
tions of  these  states  where  slaves  were  few,  and  the  people, 
consequently,  did  not  feel  the  interest,  pecuniarily,  in  making 
slavery  the  corner-stone  of  a  new  empire  that  was  elsewhere 
expressed.  But  there  were  enough  secessionists,  wealthy  and 
23 
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influential,  to  contribute  men  and  money  in  answer  to  the  -« 
calls  of  President  Davis,  and  to  keep  their  demand  for  dis-  — 
union  constantly  and  imperiously  before  the  public.     This  ^ 

pervading  sentiment  of  sympathy  with  and  preference  for  the  -e 
south,  at  the  same  time  hesitating  to  join  the  rebellion,  was  ^» 
nowhere  better  expressed  than  in  the  language  of  Governor  — ? 
Hicks,  of  Maryland.  He  had  been  memorialized  by  a  large  -s 
number  of  citizens,  among  them  ex-Grovernor  Pratt,  demand-  — 
ing  a  call  of  the  legislature  to  express  the  views  and  position  .^ 
of  Maryland  on  the  situation.     He  answered,  November  27,      ^  , 

1860,  refusing  to  convene  the  legislature,  and  January  3,  fol-     

lowing,  in  an  addre&s  to  his  j)eople,  said :    "  I  have  been  told    JFJl 
that  the  position  of  Maryland  should  be  defined,  so  that  both 
sections  could  understand  it.     Do  any  really  misunderstand 
her  position  ?     Who  that  wishes  to  understand  it  can  fail  to  '^i:>  o 
do  so?     If  the  action  of  the  legislature  would  be  simply  to-^i:^-0 
declare  that  Maryland  is  with   the  south  in  synijmthy  and^f^^  *<1 

feeling;  that  she  demands  from  the  north  the  repeal  of  oflen mtji- 

sive,  unconstitutional  statutes,  and  appeals  to  it  for  new  guar -:«:r- 

antees;  that  she  will  wait  a  reasonable  time  for  the  north  to-^.^  ^*^ 
purge  her  statute  books,  so  as  to  do  justice  to  her  southern.*'*"^" 
brethren,  and,  if  appeals  are  vain,  will  make  her  commonM'm  ^  *" 
cause  with  her  sister  border  states  in  resistance  to  tvrannv,  if"^  m.  if 
need  be,  it  would  only  be  saying  what  the  whole  cowniry^^^J'^ 
well  knows,  and  what  may  be  said  much  more  eflectually  by^^^^^^J 
her  people  themselves,  in  their  meetings,  than  by  the  legisla- 
ture, chosen  eighteen  months  since,  when  none  of  these  ques- 
tions were  raised  before  them.  That  Maryland  is  a  conserva- 
tive southern  state  all  know  who  know  anything  of  her"^  '^-^^ 
})eople  or  her  history." 

But    the   ^faryland   legislature   was  at  last  convened  by   ^-^^ 
Governor  Hicks,  meeting  at  Fredericksburg.     By  a  unani- 
mous   vote   in   the  Senate,  and  a  majority  of  53  to  13,  it 
refused  to  soo('<l(».     But  a  state  board  of  safetv,  with  consid- 
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enble  powers,  was  appointed.  Its  members,  with  one  ex- 
taon,  were  in  sympathy  with  the  south.  On  the  10th  of  May, 
1861,  the  legislature  passed  resolutions  declaring  that  Mary- 
land defiired  and  consented  to  the  recognition  of  the  inde- 
pendence  of  the  confederate  states;  that  the  war  on  the  part 
of  the  United  States  was  unconstitutional ;  but  recogninng 
the  obligations  of  Matylaud  to  the  Union,  and  praying  the 
President,  in  the  name  of  God,  to  stop  the  unholy  war. 

Maryland  never  seceded,  and  her  course,  however  viewed, 
was  a  consistent  state  sovereignty  example. 

The  legislature  of  Delaware  convened  January  2,  1861. 
Governor  Bdrton,  in  his  message,  held  the  abolitionists  re- 
sponsible for  all  the  trouble,  and  a-iscrtcd  that  the  north 
should  retire  from  her  untenable  position  immediately.  Mr. 
Dickenson,  a  commissioner  from  Mis-sissippi,  addressed  the 
Senate  and  House  jointly  in  favor  of  secession.  But  they 
passed  a  resolution,  unanimously,  disapproving  ofMr.  Dick- 
enson's "remedy"  for  existing  difficulties. 

The  Missouri  legislature  passed  a  law,  January  16,  1861, 
calling  a  state  convention,  which  met,  and  on  the  9th  of 
March  resolved  that  there  was  no  adequate  cause  to  impel 
Missouri  to  dissolve  her  connection  with  the  federal  Union. 
Bat  the  legislature  took  active  steps  to  provide  against  dan- 
ger by  appointing  a  strong  military  police  force  for  the  city 
of  St.  Louis;  and  Governor  Jackson  issued  a  call,  June  II  th, 
for  50,000  volunteers  to  drive  out  the  federal  troops  as  in- 
vaders of  the  soil  of  Missouri.  In  the  meantime  Captain 
Lyon  and  Colonel  Blair  had  taken  control  of  St.  Louis  and 
■vicinity  at  the  head  of  6,000  troops.  Governor  Jaekson, 
Oeneral  Price,  and  thousands  of  Missourians  retired  south- 
ward, fighting  as  they  retreated. 

Governor  Magoftin  called  the  legislature  of  Kentucky  to- 
gether. They  met  January  17,  1861,  but  refused  to  issue  a 
call  for  a  convention.     It  was  decidedly  a  Union  legislature, 
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a  majority  of  whom  were  in  favor  of  a  peace  congress  ai 
Washington.  The  election  for  delegates  to  a  peace  conven- 
tion, held  May  4,  gave  50,000  Union  majority.  A  states- 
rights  convention  was  called  to  meet  at  Frankfort,  ^lareh 
22,  but  accomplished  nothing.  Finally,  on  the  election  of  ^ 
congressmen  to  the  extra  session,  called  by  President  Lincoln,,^  , 
nine  unionists  and  one  secessionist  were  elected.  The  votc^ziae 
was  92,365  for  the  Union,  and  but  36,995  against  ft. 

The  Arkansas  convention  was  visited,  March  16,  1861, 
W.  S.  Oldham,  bearing  a  letter  from  President  Davis.     Sai< 
letter,  of  March  the  9th,  was  an  argument  in  favor  of  seces- 
sion.    A  vote   resulted   in   thirty-ni«e  against  secession 
thirty-five  in  favor  of  it;  but  as  a  compromise  it  was 


to  submit  the  question  of  secession  to  the  i)eople  for  ratified —  -^- 
tion  or  rejection  on  the  first  Monday  in  August.  But  beforez:^''-^^ 
the  time  came,  the  convention  re-assembled  and  voted  sixty —  ^'^•- 
ninc  to  one  in  favor  of  secession.  The  fact  that  South  Caro— ^^^^ 
lina  had  fired  on  Sumter,  and  war  was  imminent,  explainers  mths 
the  swift  change  that  came  over  that  convention. 

MILITARY    LEAGUES. 

Governor  Ellis,  of  North  Carolina,  took  possession  of  the^-^^^ 
federal  forts  near  Beaufort  and  Wilmington,  January  2, 1861  ^  ^• 
He  then  called  an  extra  session  of  the  legislature,  which  me^^  -fr.^^et 
and  called  a  convention,  submitting  the  call  to  a  vote  of  thc-;^  ^*^' 
people.  At  the  election  there  were  46,672  votes  for,  slimW  ^  *" 
47,323  against  holding  the  convention.    The  aggressive  spirit:^   •^ 

of  secession,  however,  undaunted  by  defeat,  called  a  states- ^*^ 

rights  convention  at  Ilaleigh,  on  the  22d  of  March,  which  n^ii.-^-^  "'" 
largely   atttMuled.      Eminent    counselors    were    there     frorn^^    ^ 
South  Carolina  and  Virginia,  but  no  deeidcnl  step  was  taken.   - — ' 
Immediately  after  the  storming  of  Fort  Sumter,   however,-- 
Governor  Ellis  took  possession  of  the  United  States  arsenal 
at  Fayetteville,  and  of  \k\Q  branch  mint  at  Charlotte.     Thi*- 
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w^iirivd  April  20,  ami  was  fuliowid  imtnetliat^ly  by  the  as- 
sctnbiing  of  tbe  kgUlaturt),  which  passed  a  rt'HulutiHn  tendei-- 
ing  all  the  statf  troops,  not  nccdL'd  for  home  defense,  to  Vir- 
ginia, or  to  the  Southern  Confederacy,  t<i  be  (controlled  by  it. 
Thus  early  was  North  Carolina  arrayed  in  battle  against  the 
ft-deral  gnvernmeHt. 

Bat  the  precise  oharscter  of  what  was  known  aa  a  "  Mili- 
tary League  "  is  best  seen  in  the  action  of  the  seoessionista  in 
Tennessee.  The  legislature  had  met  on  the  Tth  of  January, 
1861,  at  Nashville.  Eastern  Tennessee,  under  th?  leadership 
of  Governor  Browalow  and  Andrew  Johnson,  was  intensely 
loyal.  Consequently  the  call  fer  a  convention  had  to  be 
modified  by  submitting  tbe  call  to  a  vote  of  the  people  for 
instruction.  The  vote  resultfid  in  a  majority  of  more  than 
60,000  for  the  Union.  It  was  evident  to  all  that  Tennessee 
could  not  be  voted  out  of  the  Union.  But  this  did  not  dis- 
courage the  true  friends  of  the  confederacy.  One  of  their 
most  remarkable  eSbrts  to  secure  by  political  intrigue  what 
could  not  otherwise  be  accomplished,  was  seen  in  the  action 
of  the  legislature  of  Tennessee.  In  secret  session  they  passed 
a  resolution  authorizing  the  governor  to  "  appoint  three  com- 
missioners on  the  part  of  Tennessee,  to  enter  into  a  military 
league  with  the  authorities  of  such  slave-holding  states  as 
might  wish  to  enter  it,  having  in  view  the  defense  and  pro- 
tection of  tbe  entire  south  against  the  war  which  is  now 
being  carried  on  against  it."  These  commissioners  were 
instantly  appointed,  and  at  once  entered  into  a  conventional 
agreement  with  tbe  Confederate  States,  whose  agent,  Henry 
W.  Hilliard,  was.  present  for  that  purpose,  by  which  it  was 
provided  that  "the  whole  military  force  and  military  oper- 
ations, offensive  and  defensive,  of  said  state,  in  the  in^wnd- 
ing  conflict  with  the  United  States,  shall  be  under  the  chief 
control  and  direction  of  the  Confederate  States."  This  agree- 
ment was  immediately  reported  to  the  legislature,  yet  in 
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secret  session,  and  ratified  by  a  vote  of  14  to  6  in  the  Senate, 
and  43  to  15  in  the  House.  And  this  same  legislature  also 
passed  an  ordinance  of  secession  to  be  submitted  to  the  peo- 
ple for  approval ;  but  the  times  were  becoming  too  tumultu- 
ous for  elections,  and  the  military  league  stood  solely  on  the 
authority  of  the  legislature. 

Virginia  called  a  convention,  the  majority  of  whom  were 
elected  as  unionists.  On  the  17th  of  April,  1861,  they  passed 
an  ordinance  of  secession,  providing  for  its  submission  to  the 
popular  vote.  But  the  leaders  could  not  wait.  A.  H.  Ste- 
phens, Vice-President  of  the  confederacy,  visited  them,  and 
the  convention  entered  into  an  agreement  whereby  the  whole 
military  power  of  Virginia  was  transferred  to  the  control  of  "3^t 
the  confederate  states,  *'upon  the  same  footing  as  if  the  saidMr^iA 

commonwealth  were  now  (May  3d)  a  member  of  said  con mz^- 

fedcracy.'^ 

These  leagues  made  with  the  confederacy  by  the  legisla — .j»  Jto' 
tures  of  states  reluctant  to  secede,  allowed  confederate  tn)op«r=^  j  ^^p 
to  swarm  over  their  territory,  thus  influencing  the  |>eople  xxtm  E  '.  ^ 
favor  of  disunion. 

WKST   VIRGINIA. 

The  proceedings  of  the  Virginia  convention  were  highly^ f^^^' 
displeasing  to  all  that  portion  of  the  state  lying  north  of  tho  ^  ^^^ 
Alleghany  Mountains.     Many    of  their   delegates    returnecj^-^^  *^^ 
home  to  participate  in  meetings  enthusiastic  for  the  Union,  cm -^  >^>'^ 
A  convention  was  called,  which  met  at  Wheeling  on  the  13tlrf  :^^  >tl 
of  May,  and  represented  thirty-five  counties.     Thev  called  sfs      1^^'  i" 
provisional  convention  to  meet  on  the  11th  of  June,  the  dele— *^=^*  ^ 
gates  to  be  elected  on  the  26th  of  May.     In  that  conventions^  ^  ^^*" 
resolutions    were    passed    declaring   all    state   offices  vacant^  ^^ 
where  the  incumbents  were  in  rebellion  against  the  general S  ^^T 
government.     A  proposition  to  divide  the  state  passi^l  unani-^ —  ^ 
niously.     On  the  same  day,  June  20,  Francis  H.  Pierjx>int, «  ^ ' 
an  active  unionist,  was  chosen  Governor,  and  an  executive  eoun-  ^    ^* 
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cil  was  appointed.  This  action  was  yet  in  the  name  of  Vir- 
ginia^ and  proceeded  on  the  assumption  that  the  loyal  element 
constitated  the  state.  This  view  was  substantially  approved 
by  the  United  States  Congress.  A  legislature  was  convened 
at  Wheeling,  to  which  all  the  counties  of  the  state  had  op- 
portunity to  send  representatives,  if  they  desired,  as  it  was 
chosen  on  the  usual  day  of  election,  and  met  by  virtue  of  the 
constitution  of  the  state  of  Virginia*  This  legislature  agreed 
with  the  convention,  and  the  new  state  of  West  Virginia  was 
formed. 

BOMBARDMENT  OP  FORT  SUMTER. 

It  was  necessary  that  sectional  feeling  should  be  excited  to 
its  highest  pitch  in  order  to  consolidate  the  south.  This  &ct 
was  foreseen  by  many  of  the  southern  leaders,  but  the  re- 
action which  it  occasioned  at  the  north  was  far  greater  than 
they  anticipated.  It  is  possible  that  the  south  lost  more  than 
she  gained  by  firing  on  Fort  Sumter. 

President  Lincoln  notified  Governor  Pickens,  of  South 
Carolina,  that  supplies  would  be  sent  to  Fort  Sumter  peace- 
ably, or  otherwise  if  necessary.  This  fact  was  at  once  re- 
ported to  the  authorities  at  Montgomery,  and  on  the  10th  of 
April,  1861,  the  confederate  secretary  of  war  authorized  Gren- 
eral  Beauregard  to  demand  the  evacuation  of  the  fort,  with 
liberty  to  proceed  according  to  his  own  judgment  in  case  of 
refusal.  At  2  o'clock  p.  m..  General  Beauregard  demanded 
the  evacuation  of  the  fort,  on  the  ground  that  the  confeder- 
ate states  could  no  longer  permit  a  fortification  beyond  its 
control  within  reach  of  one  of  its  harbors.  Major  Anderson, 
commanding  Fort  Sumter,  declined  to  evacuate  it;  and  in 
reply  to  a  demand  as  to  when  he  would  be  willing  to  evacu- 
ate, replied  that  he  would  do  so  at  noon  on  the  1 5th,  provid- 
ing he  did  not  receive  controlling  instructions  from  his  gov- 
ernment or  additional  supplies.  This  answer  is  explained  by 
the  feet  that  the  garrison  would  soon  have  to  succumb  on 


360  UISTORY   OF   AMERICAN   POLITICS. 

account  of  starvation,   a  fact  known  io  the   southern   au- 
thorities, and  to  the  public  generally.     The  reason  for  the- 


immediate  attack  on  the  fort,  then,  lies  in  the  fact  that  there 
was  probability  of  help  for  the  little  garrison.  At  3 :  20  A.  M. 
on  the  12th  of  April,  General  Beauregard,  acting  under  or- 
ders from  Montgomery,  opened  fire  for  the  reduction  of  th 
fort. 

The  southern  leaders  were  pleased  to  regard  the  President' 
determination  to  supply  a  garrison  of  the  United  States,  in 
one  of  its  own  forts,  at  all  hazards,  as  virtually  an  act  o 
offensive  war  against  the  south ;  but  the  fact  remains  tbi^t-      — 
the  active  bombardment  of  a  United  States  fort,  for  hours 
by  authority  of  the  confederate  secretary  of  war,  before 
shot  was  fired  in  defense,  was  understood  by  the  masses  of 
the  people  as  a  demonstration  of  the  purpose  of  the  south  t 
initiate  war.    This  conviction  was  so  deep  that  no  amount  o 
argument  could  ever  change  the  opinion  of  the  country  i 
regard  to  it. 

Roger  A.  Prvor  had  said  at  Richmond,  Virginia,  in  a  no 
table  speech,  ^*  I  will  tell  you,  gentlemen,  what  will  put  Vir 
ginia  into  the  Southern  (,'onfoderaey  in  less  than  an  hour  bv— ^^^ 
Shrewsbury  clock — strike  a  blow  I  The  very  moment  iha 
blood  18  shedy  old  Mr  ginia  will  make  common  cause  with  hd 
sister  states  of  the  south. 


Mr.  Gilchrist,  a  member  of  the  Alabama  legislature,  said^  M^r""^ 
in   conversation   with   Jefferson    Davis  and  other   notables.  -====^  ■=^. 
"  Unless  you  sprinkle  blood  in  the  faces  of  the  people,  Alabamazi^  -*  ^^ 
will  be  back  in  the  Union  in  ten  days.^^     This  was  uttered  thca^  -M'*^ 
day  before  the  batteries  were  opened  on  Fort  Sumter. 

This  willingness  for  the  *^ gauge  of  battle"  was  now  satis- -^^-^  ^ 
fied.     A  '^ blow"  had  been  struck  !     Blood  had  been  "sprink-  -^-^* 
led  in  the  faces  of  the  people!"    It  was  hailed  with  deligh.^^'h^ 
tliroughout  the  south.     It  flashed  through  the  north,  arous^==^  -^ 
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ing  the  people  everywhere  to  face  the  reality  of  internecine 
war. 

Lincoln's  call  for  75,000  troops. 

Fort  Sumter  had  surrendered  to  the  disunion  forces  on  the 
13th  of  April,  1861.  The  proclamation  of  the  President 
calling  for  75,000  volunteer  troops,  to  suppress  "combina- 
tions" that  obstructed  the  execution  of  the  laws  of  the  United 
States  in  South  Carolina,  Georgia,  Alabama,  Florida,  Missis- 
sippi, Louisiana,  and  Texas,  was  issued  Monday,  the  13th^ 
and  was  received  throughout  the  north  and  west  as  a  most 
righteous  measure. 

The  President  ordered  the  lawless  combinations,  alluded  to 
in  his  proclamation,  to  disperse  within  twenty  days,  and 
called  an  extra  session  of  Congress  to  convene  on  the  4th  of 
July.  His  secretary  of  war  issued  to  each  state,  except  Cali- 
fornia and  Oregon,  a  circular  stating  the  quota  of  men  each 
was  required  to  furnish.  The  .governors  of  the  free  states^ 
except  those  on  the  Pacific  coast,  were  all  republicans,  except 
Governor  Sprague,  of  Rhode  Island,  who  was  a  conservative. 
He  quickly  furnished  the  men  asked  for  by  the  President, 
and  volunteered  to  go  with  them  to  Washington.  The  gov- 
ernors, the  press,  and  the  people  of  the  north,  as  a  rule,  were 
satisfied  that  the  national  honor  required  vindication,  and  the 
75,000  troops  were  furnished  with  alacrity. 

REPLY  OF  SOUTHERN   GOVERNORS. 

The  governors  of  the  border  states  responded  in  terms 
haughty  and  defiant.  Governor  Letcher,  of  Virginia,  accused 
the  President  of  inaugurating  civil  war  for  the  purpose  of 
subjugating  the  south,  saying  "the  militia  of  Virginia  will 
not  be  furnished  to  the  powers  at  Washington  for  any  such 
purpose  as  they  have  in  view.'^  Governor  Ellis,  of  North 
Carolina,  characterized  the  call  for  troops  as  a  "  violation  of 
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the  constitution  and  a  usurpation  of  power/'  and  closed  by 
saying:     "You  can  get  no  troops  from  North  Carolina.'' 

Governor  Magoffin,  of  Kentucky,  replied:  "-Kentucky 
will  furnish  no  troops  for  the  wicked  purpose  of  subduing  her 
sister  southern   states." 

Governor  Harris,  of  Tennessee,  said:  "Tennessee  will 
not  furnish  a  single  man  for  coercion,  but  50,000,  if  need  be, 
for  the  defense  of  our  rights  or  of  our  southern  brethren." 

Governor  Jackson,  of  Missouri,  in  emphatic  language,  re- 
sponded: "Your  requisition  is  illegal,  unconstitutional, 
revolutionary,  inhuman,  diabolical,  and  can  not  be  complied 
with."  Governor  Rector,  of  Arkansas,  curtly  said :  "  None 
will  be  furnished.  The  demand  is  only  adding  insult  to 
injury." 

Governor  Burton,  of  Delaware,  in  his  proclamation  of 
April  26,  recommended  the  formation  of  volunteer  companies 
for  the  protection  of  the  lives  and  property  of  the  people  of 
Delaware  against  danger  from  any  source.  His  idea  was  that 
they  should  not  be  subject  to  the  President,  but  were  at  lib- 
erty to  tender  him  their  services  "for  the  defense  of  the  cap- 
ital, and  to  support  the  constitution  and  laws."  In  the  same 
line  of  policy,  Governor  Hicks,  of  Maryland,  issued  a  call 
for  troops.  May  14,  stating  that  the  four  regiments  would- 
be  detailed  to  serve  within  the  limits  of  Maryland,  or  for  the 
protection  of  Washington. 

PARTY  ADJUSTMENTS. 

The  condition  of  affairs  was  unprecedented.  No  such  state 
of  political  interests  had  been  anticipated,  certainly  not  pro- 
vided for,  by  the  constitution.  The  interpretation  of  our 
organic  law  had  always  varied  according  to  the  school  of 
politics  or  immediate  interests  with  which  statesmen  and 
jurists  had  been  identified.  This  administration  was  to  be 
sustained  by  a  republican  majority ;  and  for  the  first  time  in 
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the  history  of  the  country,  we  were  in  a  war,  with  a  loose 
constructionist  party  in  power.  The  facts  indicated  many 
and  startling  changes. 

The  constitutional  union  party  dissolved  soon  after  the 
election  of  Lincoln.  Some  of  its  members  entered  the  demo- 
cratic party,  others  the  republican ;  but  a  large  portion  of 
them  became  confederates.  The  Breckinridge  democrats  of 
the  south  entered  the  confederacy ;  those  of  the  north  joined 
the  Douglas  wing.  Some  from  each  division  of  the  party  be- 
came republicans. 

The  democratic  party  had  usually  been  in  accord  with  the 
south  upon  national  issues,  but  had  never  gone  with  them  to 
the  extent  of  admitting  the  right  of  secession.  Individuals 
like  C.  L.  Vallandigham,  of  Ohio,  had  done  much,  however, 
to  encourage  a  feeling  of  security  at  the  south,  and  possibly 
of  a  hope  that  northern  democrats  would  assist  them.  But 
if  such  ideas  were  entertained  they  were  soon  dispelled  by 
the  logic  of  events.  "War  democrats"  became  a  term  to 
designate  a  large  element  of  that  party  who  were  determined 
to  support  the  republican  administration  in  putting  down  the 
rebellion.  While  a  great  many  democrats,  feeling  that  all 
minor  issues  were  swallowed  up  in  the  one  great  question  of 
how  to  save  the  country,  at  once  made  common  cause  with 
the  republicans.  And  in  this  way  the  latter  party,  already 
dominant,  controlled  all  national  legislation. 

Among  democrats  of  a  national  reputation.  Senator  Doug- 
las was  pre-eminent.  He  said,  at  Chicago,  on  the  1st  of  May, 
"There  are  only  two  sides  to  this  question.  Every  man  must 
be  for  the  United  States  or  against  it.  There  can  be  no  neu- 
trals in  this  war;  only  patriots  or  traitors."  He  declared  it 
to  be  the  "duty  of  every  American  citizen  to  rally  around 
the  flag  of  his  country." 

The  fusion  of  democrats  with  the  republicans  led  to  the 
style  and  title  of  the  "  Union  party ; "  and  this  was,  for  a 
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time,  very  popular.  The  strict  construction  theories  of  the 
democratic  party,  which  had  been  detrimental  in  former 
times,  were  abandoned.  The  tide  set  in  favor  of  changes  and 
interpretations  new  to  a  war  regime;  and  the  peace  democrats, 
a?  a  curb,  were  but  the  necessary  conservative  element  to 
steady  the  work  of  human  progress.  The  constitution  came 
through  the  war  unimpaired.  Had  it  not  been  for  the  con- 
stant opposition  to  a  liberal  construction  of  its  terms,  the 
necessity  of  consistency  might  have  dropped  out  of  sight. 

UNION   PARTY   IN   POWER. 

Congress  met  July  4,  1861,  in  compliance  with  the  call  of 
Thirty-seventh  Congress,  1  the  President  the  preceding  April. 
Extra  Session.  /  The  republicans  were  in  a  majority 

in  both  houses.  The  House  of  Representatives  organized  by 
electing  Gralusha  A.  Grow,  of  Pennsylvania,  speaker,  and 
Emerson  Etheridge,  a  supporter  of  Bell  for  President,  but  an 
avowed  unionist,  for  clerk.  On  the  next  dav  the  President 
delivered  his  message.  He  claimed  to  have  yielded  all  that 
could  have  been  done  without  relinquishing  the  government. 
He  said  "the  states  have  their  staJtus  in  the  Union,  and  thev 
have  no  other  legal  status;  if  they  break  from  this,  they  can 
only  do  so  against  law  and  by  revolution,''  The  policy  of 
the  border  states,  he  said,  would  soon  give  the  disunionists  a 
disunion  of  their  own.  He  expressed  the  profoundest  sorrow 
that  necessity  compelled  him  to  use  the  war  power  to  defend 
the  government.  He  asked  Congress  for  "  ai  least  four  hun- 
dred thousand  men  and  four  hundred  million  dollars." 
•  The  message  was  a  compliment  to  the  President's  fiist  grow- 
ing reputation.  The  friends  of  the  Union  were  entirely  sat- 
isfied with  it. 

In  the  Senate  ten  of  its  members,  having  vacated  their 
seats,  were  formally  expelled  July  the  11th,  The  House  at 
once  began  the  work  of  the  session  by  a  resolution  to  con- 
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sidor  no  measures  except  those  relating  to  the  militar}-,  naval, 
aad  financial  proceedings  of  the  government. 

Notice  was  given  on  the  first  day  of  the  session,  by  Mr. 
Wilson,  chairman  of  the  committee  on  military  affairs,  in  the 
Senate,  that  at  the  earliest  convenience  he  would  introduce 
four  bills  and  a  joint  resolution.  They  were  accordingly  in- 
troduced. 

The  first  was  a  bill  authorizing  the  President  to  call  out  five 
hundred  thousand  volunteers,  and  appropriating  five  hundred 
million  dollars  to  the  support  of  the  war.  It  was  reported 
back  from  the  committee  on  military  affairs,  July  6,  and 
|)as.sed  the  Senate ;  Powell,  of  Kentncky,  and  Polk  and  John- 
son, of  JMiisoiiri,  voting  against  it. 

The  bill  reported  from  the  house  military  committee  by 
IMr.  Blair,  came  up  in  the  committee  of  the  whole,  on  the 
13th,  and  brought  out  a  repetition  of  all  the  ai^uments  else- 
~where  referred  to,  and  gave  full  notice  to  the  country  of  the 
<K)mplexion  of  legislation  to  be  expected.  An  amendment  by 
3£GClernand,  of  Illinois,  reducing  the  appropriation  to  one 
liundred  million  dollars  was  reject^,  and  an  amendment  by 
"Vallandigham,  of  Ohio,  proposing  a  cessation  of  hostilities, 
4ind  the  appointment  of  peace  commissioners,  was  also  lost. 
But  with  a  proviso,  introduced  by  Burnett,  of  Kentucky, 
^hat  the  army  should  not  be  used  in  holding,  afler  subjuga- 
tion, as  a  conquered  foe,  any  "sovereign  state  now  or  lately 
•one  of  the  United  States,"  the  bill  passed  the  House. 

The  Senate  bill,  with  the  House  bill  as  an  amendment,  was 
agreed  to  by  the  House  on  the  16th ;  but  the  Senate  not  con- 
curring, a  conference  of  committees  resulted  in  the  House 
receding,  and  the  Senate  bill  became  a  law  by  the  President's 
~  signature,  July  22. 

Thus  the  Senate  prevailed  in  this  first  legislation  of  this 
memorable  Congress ;  but  the  divergence  of  temper  in  the 
two  branches  became  more  apparent,  when,  on  the  13th,  Mr. 


366  HISTORY  OP  AMERICAN   POLITICS. 

Wilson's  bill,  adding  eleven  new  regiments  to  the  regular 
army,  and  increasing  the  strength  of  the  old  regiments, 
passed  the  Senate.  Mr.  Blair  reported  it,  substantially,  to 
the  House,  but  creating  a  volunteer  instead  of  a  regular 
force  out  of  the  recruits.  He  stated  that  the  House  military 
committee  were  unanimously  opj>osed  to  an  increase  of  the 
regular  army.  On  the  22d  the  Senate  refused  to  concur 
with  the  House,  on  the  ground  that  the  change  destroyed  the 
purpose  of  the  bill.  A  committee  of  concurrence  from  each 
branch  took  the  matter  under  advisement,  the  House  receded, 
and  the  bill  became  a  law. 

On  the  10th  Mr.  Wilson's  third  bill  was  re{X)rted  to  the 
Senate,  providing  for  the  better  organization  of  the  army. 
Before  its  passage,  Mr.  Powell,  from  Kentucky,  moved  to 
amend  by  adding  that  "  no  part  of  the  army  and  navy  of  the 
United  States  should  be  used  to  subject  sovereign  states,  or 
to  abolish  or  to  interfere  with  slavery."  Mr.  Lane,  of  Kan- 
sas, offered  to  amend  by  adding  the  words,  "unless  a  militar}' 
necessity  shall  exist  for  the  purpose  of  maintaining  the  consti- 
tution;" which,  together  with  all  other  amendments,  failed, 
and  the  bill  passed.  The  House  amended  it,  the  Si'nate 
refused  to  concur,  and  the  bill  became  a  law  August  3. 

Thus  provisions  on  a  gigantic  scale  were  made  f*)r  the 
prosecution  of  the  war.  But  the  resolution  of  Mr.  AVilson, 
brought  forward  in  the  Senate  as  early  as  July  10,  "to  give 
the  siinie  legality  and  validity  to  the  President's  proclama- 
tions and  orders  as  if  they  had  been  issued  under  the  previ- 
ous and  express  authority  of  Congress,"  was  not  quite  so  suc- 
cessful. 

This  resolution  referred  to  and  recited  the  official  acts  of 
the  President  "since  the  adjournment  of  Congress  on  the  4ih 
day  of  March  last."  Among  them  were  the*  ])r()clamation, 
April  15,  calling  for  75,000  men  ;  the  proclamation,  April  19, 
blockading  the  southern  ports;  and  one  on  the  27th,  bliK'k- 
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the  ports  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina ;  the  order  for 
suspension  of  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  in  Marylandy  addressed 
to  the  commanding  general  of  the  U.  S.  Army,  April  27 ;  the 
calling  oat  of  additional  forces  to  the  volunteers,  and  increas- 
ing the  regular  army  and  navy,  May  3 ;  and  the  suspension  of 
the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  in  Florida,  May  10. 

Considerable  debate  followed,  but  the  bill  was  not  pressed 
to  a  final  issue ;  the  chief  objection  lying  in  the  suspension 
of  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  at  Baltimore,  Md.,  and  in  Flor* 
ida.     But  the  occasion  brought  out  many  strong  declarations 
of  endorsement,  notably  that  of  Andrew  Johnson,  of  Tennessee. 
And  he  further  distinguished  himself  by  introducing  a  bill, 
which  became  a  law,  making  provision  for  arming  loyal  men 
in  disloyal  states.     Two  millions  of  dollars  were  appropriated 
for  that  purpose,  but  Secretary  Stanton  assumed  the  respon- 
sibility of  a  loan  from  that  fund  to  Grov.  Morton,  of  Indiana, 
%o  aid  him  in  equipping  troops  at  a  time  when  the  willing  dis- 
2)er8ion  of  his  legislature  had  left  him  without  money. 

August  the  5th  a  bill  was  introduced  into  the  Senate, 
:£-oin  the  committee  on  military  affairs,  increasing  the  pay  of 
:»on-commi8sioned  officers  and  privates  from  eleven  to  fifteen 
dollars  per  month.  Mr.  Wilson  offered  an  amendment  whereby 
^aW  the  acts  of  the  President  with  reference  to  the  army  and 
:^iavy  were  made  legal  and  valid.  Mr.  Stevens,  in  the  House, 
succeeded  with  an  amendment  by  which  the  pay  of  the  sol- 
diers was  reduced  from  fifteen  to  thirteen  dollars  per  month. 
IMr.  Vallandighani  moved  to  strike  out  that  portion  of  the 
^ill  referring  to  the  orders  and  proclamations  of  the  Presi- 
dent, but  was  signally  defeated.  This  bill,  as  amended  by  the 
JHouse  was  laid  on  the  table  in  the  Senate. 

A  new  bill  fixing  the  wages  of  the  soldiers  at  thirteen  dollars 
j)er  month  was  at  once  introduced  in  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Wil- 
son, and  amended,  on  his  own  motion,  so  as  to  legalize  and 
make  valid  all  the  acts  of  the  President  regarding  the  army  and 
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nav}',  and  in  calling  out  the  volunteers.  This  becaxne  a  law, 
and  practically  accomplished  all  that  ilr.  Wilson's  original 
resolution  intended.  It  niarkiHl,  as  opposition  members 
noted,  a  great  change  in  the  feelings  of  many  members  of 
Congress.  All  who  were  determined  to  preserve  the  Union 
and  assert  the  supremacy  of  the  national  government  over 
every  foot  of  its  soil  saw  that,  without  the  vigorous  and 
timely  steps  of  the  administration  in  using  the  war  power, 
there  would  have  been  nothing  left  to  legislate  about  except 
the  fragments  of  a  once  glorious  country. 

On  the  same  date  the  tariflF  act,  increasing  the  duties  on 
imports,  was  passed.  Bills  authorizing  a  loan  of  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty  millions  of  dollars,  and  many  minor  matters 
connected  with  the  regulation  of  the  army  and  navy,  were  but 
the  details  in  carrying  out  the  great  purpose  declared  in  the 
war  measures  already  recited.  The  House,  by  a  vote  of  121 
to  5,  pledged  itself  to  vote  any  amount  of  men  and  money 
necessary  to  put  doM  n  tlie  rebellion ;  and  by  a  vote  of  121  to 
2,  it  adopted  the  following: 

"  Resolved f  by  the  House  of  Represent atives  of  the  United  States, 
That  the  present  deplorable  war  has  been  forced  upon  the 
country  by  the  disunionists  of  the  southern  states,  now  in 
revolt  against  the  constitutional  government,  and  in  arms 
around  tlie  capital." 

It  was  also  resolved,  July  22:  '^That  in  this  national 
emergency,  Congress,  banishing  all  feelings  of  mere  j>assion 
or  resentment,  will  recollect  only  its  duty  to  the  whole  coun- 
tr\' ;  that  this  war  is  not  waged  on  their  part  in  any  spirit  of 
oppression,  or  for  any  purpose  of  conquest  or  subjugation,  or 
purpose  of  interfering  wiih  or  overthrv:wing  the  rights  or 
established  institutions  of  those  states,  but  to  defend  and 
maintain  the  supremacy  of  the  constitution,  and  to  prescr\'e 
the  Union  with  all  its  dignity,  equality  and  rights  of  the^ 
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several  states  unimpaired ;  and  that  as  soon  as  these  objects 
are  accomplished  the  war  ought  to  cease." 

In  these  resolutions  Congress  but  voiced  the  sentiments  of 
the  majority  of  the  people,  and  were  in  full  accord  with  the 
inaugural  address  of  the  President,  and  of  the  platform  on 
which  he  was  elected. 

TWO   ERRORS. 

Two  mistakes  that  were  made  in  the  commonly  accepted 
reasoning  were  soon  discovered.  First,  that  slavery  was  not 
a  source  of  weakness,  but  of  strength,  to  the  south.  They 
fed  the  disunionists  and  built  their  breastworks.  Second, 
that  the  claim,  always  made  by  the  slave-holder,  that  the  ne- 
groes were  property,  was  the  key  to  their  emancipation,  and 
not  the  death  of  their  hopes  of  liberty.  The  first  discovery 
was  an  inspiration  to  the  south ;  the  latter  was  a  source  of 
terror.  It  came  home  to  their  friends  at  the  north  as  the 
answer  to  a  thousand  debates.  Of  the  fact  that  they  were  in 
rebellion  there  was  not  a  dispute ;  and  of  the  forfeiture  of 
property  thereby,  none  could  have  a  doubt.  And  when  the 
Senate  bill  for  the 

."confiscation   OF   PROPERTY 

used  for  insurxectionary  purposes"  came  to  be  considered, 
the  far-seeing  Mr.  Breckinridge  said  he  saw  in  it  the  "  begin- 
ning of  a  series  of  measures  that  would  eventually  loosen  all 
bonds."  It  was,  indeed,  the  "beginning  of  the  end."  With 
a  slight  modification,  the  bill  became  a  law.  Congress  ad- 
journed August  6,  1861. 

During  the  intervening  months  events  justified  the  great 
preparations  for  war  made  at  the  extra  session.  The  govern- 
ment had  been  embarrassed  by  the  eagerness  with  which  the 
people  enlisted  in  the  ranks  of  the  army.  The  only  question 
was  how  to  provide  for  them. 
24 
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CONTRABAND   OP   WAR. 

• 

The  question  of  fugitive  slaves  had  troubled  the  federal 
government  from  the  beginning  of  the  war.  Greneral  Benja- 
min F.  Butler,  who  had  given  employment  and  protection  to 
negroes  at  Fortress  Monroe  as  early  as  July  the  8th,  an- 
nounced that  they  were  "contraband  of  war *^  and  liable  to 
confiscation  bv  the  laws  of  war.  General  John  C.  Fremont 
had  issued  his  proclamation  freeing  the  slaves  of  all  citizens 
of  Missouri  who  should  take  up  arms  a^:ainst  the  government, 
but  his  action  was  annulled  by  President  Lincoln.  On  the 
contrar)',  General  W.  T.  Sherman,  and  many  others,  had  re- 
fused protection  to  slaves,  except  as  the  rightful  projK^rty  of 
their  masters.  The  disposition  of  the  north,  at  first,  was  to 
suppress  the  rebellion  without  interfering  with"  the  institution 
of  slavery,  but  as  the  war  continued  a  sentiment  rapidly  grew 
in  the  free  states  favoring  any  action,  regarding  the  .slaves, 
that  would  weaken  the  rebellion. 

Congress  mot  December  2,  18G1,  in  the  midst  of  startling 
Thirty -seventh  Congress,  \  and  momentous  events.  In  the 
First  Session.  J  Situate  there  were  thirty-one  repub- 

licans, seven  unionists,  ten  democrats,  and  two  vacan<»ies ;  in 
the  House,  one  hundred  and  six  republicans,  twenty-iught 
unionists,  forty-two  democrats,  and  two  vacancies. 

PKR^IDENT's   MKSSAfiK. 

In  the  President's  mi»ssn}j:<',  he  <'()ntrratulated  the  countnr 
on  the  fact  that  notwitlistanilintx  tlie  efforts  of  the  enemies  of 
the  government  to  stir  up  strife  al)road,  we  were  on  terms  of 
amity  with  all  nations.     Alluding  to  the  o|>erations  of  the 
**aet  to  confisi'ate  projxTty  used  for  insurrectionary  purj>oses/' 
passed  at  the  last  session  of  Congress,  he  recommended  '*some 
plan  of  valuation,''  by  whi<'h  the  government  might  intro- 
duce a  system  of  compensated  t mancipation.     He  dtvlared 
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bot  one  idea  as  his  policy,  "  To  preserve  the  int^rity  of  the 
UnioQ."  Beferring  to  military  operations,  he  said,  "The 
oaiue  of  the  Union  is  advancing  steadily  and  certainly  south- 
mrd;"  and  declared  that  the  insurrection  continued  to  de- 
velop as  a  "  war  on  the  first  principle  of  popular  govern- 
ment— the  rights  of  the  people." 

LEQISULTION. 

At  this  session  bills  were  passed  by  both  Houses  to  punish 
treason,  to  free  slaves  employed  by  their  masters  against  the 
government,  to  furnish  aid  to  a  Pacific  railway  and  telegraph, 
and  to  donate  public  lands  to  the  various  states,  for  the  ben- 
efit of  agricultural  colleges.  A  homestead  bill,  granting  to 
actoal  settlers  homes  from  the  public  domain,  was  brought 
up  and  passed.  A  bill  declaring  it  to  be  unlawful  for  any 
officer  in  the  military  or  naval  service  of  the  United  States 
to  deliver  up  any  person  of  African  descent  to  any  person 
claiming  him  as  a  slave,  after  occupying  a  great  deal  of  de- 
bate in  both  Houses,  finally  became  a  law  on  the  13th  of 
March,  1862. 

The  homestead  bill,  together  with  the  Pacific  railroad  and 
telegraph,  was  calculated  to  stimulate  and  develop  the  great 
west.  The  red  tide  of  war  did  not  stop  the  westward  march 
of  empire. 

"compensated  emancipation." 

Agreeably  to  the  President's  suggestion,  made  a  second 
time,  and  the  subject  of  a  special  message,  March  2,  1862, 
Mr.  Conkling  iutrmliiced  into  the  House  a  resolution,  drafted 
by  Mr.  Lincoln,  and  advocating  compensated  emancipation. 
Under  the  suspension  of  tlic  rules,  it  passed  by  a  vote  of  97 
to  36.  It  passed  the  Senate  April  2,  by  .32  to  10,  the  repub- 
licans as  a  rule  voting  fur  and  the  democrats  against  it;  and 
this  was  true  even  of  those  iu  tlie  border  states. 

Noting  the  fiict,  and  desirous  to  please  those  in  his  judg- 
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ment  most  interestc<l,  the  President  invited  the  senators  and 
representatives  of  the  border  slave-holding  states  to  the  ex- 
ecutive mansion^  and  read  to  them  a  carefully  prejMired  argu- 
ment on  "gradual  emanciiMition"  as  the  means  of  ** breaking 
the  lever  of  the  disunion  jwwer." 

REPLY    TO   THE    PRESIDENT. 

In  a  well  written  resj)onse  the  border  state  members  of 
Congress,  to  the  number  of  twenty,  after  assuring  him  that 
they  would  never  falter  in  their  devotion  to  the  Union  while 
they  had  a  constitution  to  defend  and  a  government  that  pro- 
tected them,  stated  that  "the  right  to  hold  slaves  is  a  right 
appertaining  to  all  the  .states  of  the  Union."  They  estimattnl  the 
value  of  .slaves  in  the  six  border  states  at  nearlv  five  hundred 
million  of  dollars,  and  thought  the  scheme  impnuticable;  yet 
were  willing  to  submit  to  it.  This  reply  was  dated  July  14th, 
three  days  before  the  adjournment ;  and  it  is  but  due  to  ^ay 
that  the  radical  republican  element  of  Congress  was  bitterly 
opposed  to  tills  .scheme  of  the  President  as  visionary  and  uii- 
statesmanlike. 

Consuls  were  appointed  to  the  nejrro  states  of  Ilayti  and 
Liberia;  a  stringent  form  of  oath,  commonly  called  the  iron- 
clad oatli,  was  prescribed  to  be  taken  as  a  test  of  official 
qualifications  in  the  seceding  and  border  states,  and  a  tariff 
act  increasing  the  duties  on  imports  had  ])ass('(l  as  early  in 
the  session  as  December  24,  1801.  Partv  ieelin<j:  ran  hiirli, 
and  nearlv  all  lej^islation  durinjr  tliis  se-^sion  wa>  bv  a  partv 
vote — the  re])ub]ican  party,  now  known  distinctively  as  the 
war  party,  being  in  power.  Congress  ad jonrned  July  17,  18()2. 

NOTKl)    AVI)    IIISINf;    MKX. 

In  the  S(nat<^  Henry  Wil-on  and  Charles  Sumner  stood 
deservedly  in  the  front  nmk.  Fessenden,  of  Maine,  was  bril- 
liant in  debate.     Andrew    Johnson  was  the  "rising    man'* 
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from  the  border  states.  A  snpporter  of  Breckinridge,  a  man 
of  the  people,  vehement  in  address,  with  the  advant^ea  of 
locality,  and  the  prestige  of  unionism,  he  was  deservedly  in- 
fluential. In  the  House  none  surpassed  Bingham,  of  Ohio, 
in  aptness  of  debate,  yet  Thaddeus  Stevens,  the  '*  Great  Com- 
moner," was  the  Ajax  of  the  day.  It  is  doubtful  whether  he 
had  a  peer  in  the  House  or  out  of  it.  Schuyler  Col&z,  of 
Indiana,  was  rising  gracefully  into  national  prominenoe.  The 
debates  of  the  thirty-seventh  Congress  were  varied  and 
stormy.  Feeling  was  so  intense  that  discussion  was  not  left 
to  champions,  as  in  former  times,  but  the  whole  Senate  and 
House  glowed  like  a  furnace.  Every  man  had  a  conviction, 
and  every  tongue  a  voice.  Even  Breckinridge  stood  id  his 
)ilace  to  plead,  without  ftar  or  molestation,  the  right  of  seces- 
sion. 

EMASCIPATIOX    A    WAR    NECESSITY. 

Having  failed  in  his  effort  to  introduce  "compensated 
emancipation,"  the  President,  during  the  summer  of  1862, 
decided  to  try  the  virtue  of  a  proclamation.  It  declared, 
September  22,  1862,  "That  on  the  first  day  of  January,  in 
the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  huudred  and  sixty- 
three,  all  persons  held  as  slaves  within  any  state,  or  desig- 
nated part  of  a  state,  the  people  whereof  Rhall  theo  be  in 
rebellion  against  the  United  States,  shall  be  then,  thencefor- 
\yard,  and  forever  free." 

This  recognized  the  right  of  property  still  in  slaves  in  all 
states  and  parte  of  states  not  in  rebellion.  But  a  great  many 
" non-party "  and  Union  men  were  not  prepared  for  it;  as 
was  evinced  by  the  dfcreasc  of  the  republican  vote  in  the 
&11  elections,  and  dcn^ocnitic  guins  in  the  northeru  states. 

ADDRESS   OF    LOYAL    QOVEHNORS, 

On  equal  date  with  the  President's  proclamation,  he  re- 
ceived an  addn^ss  from  the  governors  of  thirtteu  of  the  loyal 
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states,  in  which  they  "  hail  with  heartfelt  gratitude  and  en- 
couraged hope"  the  emancijiation  of  slaves  in  the  states  in 
rebellion. 

Congress  met  December  1, 1862.  The  political  complexion 
Thirty -seventh  Congress,  \  of  all  legislation  was  changing  by 
Second  Session.  )  the    force   of   circumstances.      A 

looser  construction  of  the  constitution  became  a  necessity, 
and  the  public  mind  was  being  rapidly  educated  to  it,  if  it 
did  not  demand  it. 

Impelled  by  necessity  to  preserve  the  Union,  a  plan,  pro- 
posed by  Secretary  Chase,  suggesting  the  celebrated  national 
paper  currency y  commonly  called  "greenbacks,"  was  adopted. 

COXSCRIPTION   ACT. 

The  opposition  to  the  "draft"  or  conscription  act,  which 
passed  this  session,  was,  like  all  the  opposition  to  the  admin- 
istration i)olicy,  based  on  its  supposed  unconstitutionality. 
But  it  prevailed  and  became  a  law.  The  necessity  for  it  lay 
largely  in  the  fact  that  in  many  places  the  volunteer  enlist- 
ments were  full,  while  in  other  localities  the  quota  had  not 
been  furnished.  Its  operation,  therefore,  was  to  equalize  the 
burden  of  the  war  by  compulsory  legislation. 

COI.OKED    TRf)OI>S. 

In  the  conscription  act  no  exception  was  made  on  account 
of  color,  except  as  to  slaves  in  loyal  states ;  and  from  this 
time  forward  all  able-bodied  male  citizens  of  lawful  agt*  were 
subject  to  military  duty. 

HABEAS   CORPUS. 

It  was  maintained,  especially  by  Mr.  Stevens,  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, that  the  President  had,  under  the  constitution,  and  in 
the  exercise  of  the  "  war  ])ower,"  a  ri^ht  to  susjMMid  the*  writ 
of  habcoH  corjnis  ;  hut  to  put  it  heyoiul  all  jv)wer  of  dispnte, 
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a  bill  mdemnifying  the  President  from  all  the  consequences 
of  the  suspension  of  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  was  passed.  It 
was  now  dear  that  ''for  the  safety  of  the  country,  acts  not 
contemplated  in  the  constitution/'  the  responsibility  of  which 
had  been  assumed  by  the  executive,  were  justifiable.  The 
suspension  did  much,  in  certain  states,  to  increase  the  vote 
in  opposition  to  the  administration. 

WEST  VIRGIXIA   ADMITTED. 

The  legislature  of  Virginia^  meeting  at  Wheeling,  had 
passed  an  act  consenting  to  the  formation  of  the  state  of  West 
Virginia,  and  her  senators  had  been  received  into  the  Senate 
of  the  United  States  without  their  seats  being  contested. 
But  the  bill  for  the  admission  of  the  state,  when  brought  for- ' 
ward  in  the  House,  met  with  strong  opposition,  on  the  ground 
of  unconstitutionality ;  but  as  Congress  had  already  estab- 
lished the  precedent  regarding  the  loyal  people  of  a  state  as 
the  state,  it  was  quickly  admitted.  The  legislature  of  Vir- 
ginia, elected  by  her  loyal  population,  being  recognized,  there 
could  be  no  question  of  their  right  to  assent  to  the  formation 
of  a  new  state  out  of  part  of  their  territory.  The  bill  passed 
the  House  by  a  vote  of  96  to  55,  and  the  Senate  without  de- 
bate. 

The  capture  of  New  Orleans  by  Commodore  Farragut  was 
followed  by  the  enrollment  of  60,000  citizens  of  Louisiana 
as  loyal  citizens  of  the  United  States.  Mr.  Lincoln  there- 
upon appointed  for  the  entire  state  a  military  governor,  who 
ordered  an  election  for  congressmen  under  the  old  state  con- 
stitution. At  an  election  held  December  3,  1862,  Messrs. 
Hahn  and  Flanders  were  returned,  neither  receiving  3,000 
votes.  Their  presentation  of  certificates  opened  up  a  new 
political  question,  and  elicited  a  debate  that  attracted  much 
attention.  The  democrats  opposed  their  admission  to  Con- 
gress ;  but  the  vote  stood  "  92  for  to  44  against,  almost  a 
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strict  party  tost."  Thus  began  discussion  on  the  question  of 
reconstruction  that  puzzhnl  the  minds  of  statesmen  for  sev- 
eral succeeding  years.     Congress  adjourned  March  3,  1863. 

EMANCIPATION    PROCLAMATION. 

The  proclamation  of  the  Chief  Magistrate,  issued  Septem- 
ber 22,  1862,  made  no  impression  uj>on  the  confederates,  who 
compared  the  proclamation  to  the  *'  Pope's  edict  against  a 
comet."  Following  this,  January  the  1st,  186.J,  Mr.  Lin- 
coln, jKjrforming  the  great  act  of  his  life,  issued  his  eman- 
cipation proclamation  for  all  the  slaves  in  the  country.  The 
measure  was  quite  unanimously  supported  by  the  republicans^ 
but  more  or  less  censured  by  the  denuxTats.  Th(»  proelama- 
tion  liberated  three  millions  of  slaves,  and  from  the  <late  of 
its  issue  the  po\v(»r  of  the  confederacy  began  to  wane.  The 
act  touched  a  chord  of  sympathy  among  the  lovers  of  free- 
dom in  the  old  world,  and  wits  regarded  as  a  monil  aid  to  the 
success  of  the  Union  arms. 

DKAP^T    RIOT    IN    NKW    YORK. 

Resistance  to  the  enforeenu'iit  of  the  conserijititui  act  gave- 
trouble  to  se<'tioiis  of  almost  evcrv  state.  Enrollinjr  ollic^Ts 
were  fre(iueiitly  killed  during  the  summer  of  18G.*i;  but  in 
no  place  did  resistance  reaeli  such  proportions  as  in  New 
York  eitv,  nor  did  the  state  authorities  elsewhere  have  anv 
difficulty  with  the  government.  Here  again  the  (|Uestion 
was  the  constitutional  right  of  the  government  to  enforce  the 
dmft  in  a  sovereign  state,  aggravated  by  complaints  of  un- 
fairness in  the  enrollment.  Durinjr  the  months  of  Julv  and 
August  the  rioters  su<'cessfully  resist('<l,  until  (ienenil  l)ix» 
aided  by  a  force  of  forty-four  reginuMits  and  batteries,  a|>- 
peared  on  the  scene.  Thes(»,  t<»gether  with  the  police  force^ 
were  entirely  sufficient.     The  draft  proceeded  jx^aceably. 
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Congress  met  Deceml)er  7,  1863,  with  a  large  rcpublicaa 
Thirty-eighth  CoDgress,  1  majority  in  both  branches.  .  In  the 
First  SessioM.  /  House,  Schuyler  Colfax,  of  Indi- 

ana, was  elected  speaker.  The  internal  revenue  law  for  the 
collection  of  revenue  from  domestic  manufactures  was  passed 
by  both  houses.  An  income  tax  bill,  by  which  a  tax  of  five 
per  cent,  was  levied  on  incomes  over  six  hundred  dollars,  be- 
came a  law  during  this  session. 

THE   NATIONAL   BANK   LAW. 

In  his  report  for  December,  1861,  Secretary  Chase  recom- 
mended the  gradual  issue  of  national  bank  notes,  secured  by 
United  States  bonds,  similar  to  the  system  o{>erating  in  New 
York,  in  preference  to  the  issue  of  states  not^s.    The  ad- 
^'antages  which  he  claimed  for  the  system  influenced  the 
preparation  of  a  bill  in  accordance  with  his  views ;  but  its 
consideration  was  deferred.     In  his  report  for  1 862,  the  sec* 
retary  earnestly  advocated  the  |)a8sage  of  the  national  bank 
l>ill,  and  presented  at  length  the  arguments  for  and  against 
the  law.     President  Lincoln  advocated  the  bill  in  his  annual 
jnessage  of  this  and  the  succeeding  year.     The  bill  became  a 
law  in  February,  1863.     It  encountered  earnest  opposition^ 
and  the   secretary  said  that  a  majority  of  both  the  House 
and  Senate  finance  committees  were  incretlulous  or  hostile* 
Jn  June,  1864,  the  bill  was  thoroughly  revised,  and  re-passed, 
jnany  voting  in  favor  of  it,  who  had  opposed  it  the  pre- 
^^ding  year. 

THE  THIRTEENTH  AMENDMENT. 

The  emancipation  proclamation  announced  that  all  jxjrsons 
lield  as  slaves  t^hould  l)c  free,  and  that  the  executive  govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  would  recognize  and  maintain  the 
freedom  of  said  i)ors()ns.  The  first  was  but  the  work  of  a 
^loment  and  of  a  single  person,  while  the  latter  was  the  work 
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of  years  and  of  the  nation.  Competent  and  skillful  legisla- 
tion was  seen  to  be  necessary  to  insure  freedom  to  those  that 
had  been  liberated  by  emanci])ation.  It  was  felt  that  en- 
actments in  their  behalf  should  culminate  in  an  amendment 
to  the  constitution.  On  the  14th  of  December,  1863,  a  bill 
providing  for  the  submission  to  the  states  of  an  amendment 
to  the  constitution  was  presented  to  the  House  by  Mr.  Ashley, 
of  Ohio.  This  measure,  and  others  similar  to  it,  were  intro- 
duced and  amended  so  as  to  read  as  follows : 

"Article  13,  Section  1.  Neither  slavery  nor  involuntary 
servitude,  except  as  a  punishment  for  crime,  whereof  the 
party  shall  have  been  duly  convicted,  shall  exist  within  the 
United  States  or  any  place  subject  to  their  jurisdiction. 

"  Sec.  2.  Congress  shall  have  power  to  enforce  this  article 
by  appropriate  legislation." 

The  consideration  of  the  subject  began  March  28th,  Sena- 
tor Trumbull  oi)cning  the  discussion  in  favor  of  the  amend- 
ment. Revordy  Johnson,  an  independent  democratic  senator 
from  Maryland,  among  other  things,  said  :  "I  think  history 
will  bear  me  out  in  the  statement,  that  if  the  men  by  whom 
that  constitution  was  framed,  and  the  people  by  whom  it  was 
adopted,  had  anticipated  the  times  in  which  we  live,  they 
would  have  provided  by  constitutional  enactment  that  that 
4»vil  and  that  sin  should,  in  some  comparatively  un remote 
day,  be  removed.  Without  recurring  to  authority,  the 
writings,  pui)lic  or  private,  of  the  men  of  that  day,  it  is  suffi- 
v'lrni  for  my  ])ur])ose  to  state  what  the  Iju-ts  will  justify  me  in 
saying,  that  rvery  man  of  them  who  largt^ly  partici|)at<Hl  in 
the  dt'liberations  of  the  convention  bv  which  the  constitution 
was  a(lo|)teil,  earnestly  desired,  not  only  upon  grounds  of  p«»- 
liti<*al  economy,  not  only  upon  reasons  nuiteriai  in  their  char- 
acter, but  upon  grounds  of  morality  and  religion,  that  sooner 
or  later  the  institution  should  terminate." 

The  bill  was  adopted  by  the  Senate  April  8th,  but  failing* 
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"to  receive  a  two-thirds  majority  in  the  House  its  considera- 
tion was  deferred  till  the  next  session. 

The  first  session  of  the  thirty-eighth  Congress  abolished 
the  fugitive  slave  law  of  1850,  and  amended  and  strengthened 
the  draft  and  homestead  laws. 

RECONSTRUCmON. 

In  December,  1861,  Mr.  Harlan,  of  Iowa,  introduced  into 
the  Senate  a  bill  for  the  establishment  of  provisional  govern- 
ments for  the  territory  of  seven  seceded  states.  It  was  refer- 
red to  the  committee  on  territories,  but  never  reported. 
Hcsolutions  looking  to  the  establishment  of  provisional  gov- 
ernments for  the  territory  in  rebellion  were  introduced  in  the 
House  during  the  early  months  of  1802,  but  no  action  was 
taken  upon  them. 

December  8,  18G3,  in  connection  with  his  annual  message, 
President  Lincoln  sent  in  a  procliiniation  ])roviding  that 
Avhen  the  people  of  any  rebellious  state  should  lay  down 
their  arms,  swear  allegiance  to  the  general  government,  and 
organize  a  free  state  constitution,  their  state  should  be  enti- 
tled to  its  former  position  in  the  Union.  Xo  states  were  ad- 
mitted to  representation  in  Congress  in  accordance  with  this 
proclamation. 

May,  1864,  Congress  passed  the  first  reconstruction  act. 
The  bill  authorized  the  President  to  appoint  in  each  rebel- 
lious state  a  provisional  governor,  with  the  pay  of  a  briga- 
<lier,  who  should  be  charged  with  the  civil  administration 
until  a  state  government  therein  should  be  recognized.  After 
-the  suppression  of  military  resistance  to  the  United  States 
4ind  the  return  of  the  ])e()])le  of  the  state  to  their  obedience 
to  the  constitution,  the  provisional  governor  should  direct 
the  United  States  marshal  to  enroll  all  the  white  male  citi- 
zens of  the  United  States,  resident  in  the  state,  in  their  re- 
-spective  counties ;  and  whenever  a  majority  of  them  take  the 
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oath  of  allegiance,  the  loyal  people  of  the  state  shall  be  au- 
thorized to  choose  delegates  to  a  convention  to  act  upon  the 
establishment  of  a  new  state  government.  The  bill  gave 
specific  directions  for  carrying  out  this  congressional  plan  of 
reconstruction ;  but  it  was  not  signed  by  the  President,  be- 
cause it  reached  him  too  late  forconsideration  before  adjourn- 
ment. He,  however,  gave  the  act  publication  by  a  proclama- 
tion, in  which  he  said  :  **That,  while  I  am  unprepared  by  a 
formal  approval  of  this  bill  to  be  inflexibly  committed  t«> 
any  single  plan  of  restoration ;  and,  while  I  am  also  unpn»- 
pared  to  declare  that  the  free  state  constitutions  and  govern- 
ments, already  adopted  and  installed  in 'Arkansas  and  Ijouis- 
iana,  shall  be  set  aside  and  held  for  naught,  therein"  n*|Hdling 
and  discouraging  the  loyal  citizens  who  have  set  up  the  same, 
as  to  further  eifort,  or  to  declare  a  constitutional  com|H*tency 
in  Congress  to  al)olish  slavery  in  states;  but  am  at  the 
same  time  sincerely  hoping  and  expecting  that  a  consti- 
tutional amendment,  al)olishin2:  slaverv  thron;;hont  thr  na- 
tion,  may  Ix'  adopted;  nevertheless  I  am  fully  sui>ru'<l  with 
the  system  for  restoration  contained  in  the  bill  as  on<»  verv 
pr()|>er  plan  for  the  loyal  people  of  any  state  eh<M»>ing  to 
adopt  it,  and  that  I  am,  and  at  all  times  shall  be,  prejumd 
to  giv(*  the  executive  aid  and  assistance  to  any  such  pi*oph\ 
so  soon  as  the  niilitarv  resistance  to  the  United  States  shall 
have  i)een  snpj)ressed  in  any  such  state,  and  tlu»  |»eople 
thereof  shall  have  snttieientlv  returned  to  th<'ir  obedience  t«» 
tlie  eonstitution  j\n<l  the  laws  of  tlie  United  States,  in  whi'h 
ease  military  jxovernors  will  be  aj)pointed,  with  directions  Up 
proceed  aeeoniin^  to  the  i)ill/' 

The  President's  refiisd  to  sign  the  bill,  together  with  the 
refusal  of  certain  senators  to  admit  representatives  to  Con- 
gress from  Arkansas,  raised  an  issue  among  the  republicans 
which  partially  divitled  the  party  in  both  houses,  H)nie  favor- 
ing forcible  reconstruction  through  the  aid  of  military  gov- 
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emors  and  new  state  governments^  and  others  opposing  it 
The  views  of  those  who  opposed  the  policy  of  the  President 
are  stated  in  a  paper  signed  by  Benjamin  Wade  and  Henry 
Winter  Davis,  published  in  the  New  York  Tribune^  August 
5 J  1864y  from  the  following  extracts  of  which  the  difference 
between  the  President  and  certain  republicans  can  be  ascer- 
tained: 

The  President,  by  preventing  this  bill  from  becoming  a 
law,  holds  the  electoral  votes  of  the  rebel  states  at  the  dicta- 
tion of  his  personal  ambition. 

If  those  votes  tura  the  balance  in  his  favor,  is  it  to  be 
supposed  that  his  competitor,  defeated  by  such  means,  will 
acquiesce? 

If  the  rebel  majority  assert  their  supremacy  in  those  states, 
and  send  votes  whieli  elect  au  enemy  of  the  j^overnment,  will 
We  not  repel  his  claims  ? 

And  is  not  civil  war  fur  the  presidency  inaugurated  by  the 
Votes  of  the  rebel  states  ? 

Seriously  impressed  with  these  daufjjers,  Congress,  "^/le 
J^roper  constitutional  authority/'  formally  declared  that  there 
are  no  state  governments  in  the  rebel  states,  and  provided  for 
t:heir  erection  at  a  proper  time ;  and  both  the  Senate  and  the 
llouse  of  Representatives  rejected  the  senators  and  representa- 
tives chosen  under  the  authority  of  what  the  Presiaent  calls 
the  free  constitution  and  government  of  Arkansas. 

The  President's  proclamation  ^^  holds  for  nau{jlW  this  judg- 
ment, and  discards  the  authority  of  the  Supreme  Court,  and 
strides  headlong  toward  the  ananrhy  his  proclamation  of  the 
8th  of  December  inaugurated. 

If  electors  for  President  be  allowed  to  be  chosen  in  either 

of  those  states,  a  sinister  light  will  he  cast  on  the  motives 

which  induced  the  President  to  "  hohl  for  naught"  the  will 

of  Congress  rather  than  his  government  in   Louisiana  and 

Arkansas. 

That  judgment  of  Congress  which  the  President  defies  was 
the  exercise  of  an  authority  exclusively  vested  in  Congress 
by  the  constitution  to  determine  what  is  the  established  gov- 
<jrnment  in  a  state,  and  in  its  own  nature  and  by  the  highest 
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judicial  authority  binding  on  all  other  departmeDt8  of  the 
government.  ****** 

A  more  studied  outrage  on  the  legislative  authority  of  the 
people  has  never  been  perpetrated. 

Congress  passed  a  bill ;  the  President  refused  to  approve 
it,  and  then  by  proclamation  puts  as  much  of  it  in  force  as  he 
sees  fit,  and  proposes  to  execute  those  parts  by  officers  un- 
known to  the  laws  of  the  United  States  and  not  subject  to 
the  confirmation  of  the  Senate ! 

The  bill  directed  the  appointment  of  provisional  governors 
bv  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senato. 

The  President,  after  defeating  the  law,  projwsed  to  a]>pr>int 
without  law,  and  without  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Si»n- 
ate,  military  governors  for  the  rebel  states ! 

He  had  already  exercised  this  dictatorial  usurjKition  in 
Ijouisiana,  and   he  defeated  the  bill  to  prevent  its  limita- 

4-iQIJ  1^  *!«  •l'  *!•  5l»  *  !{S 

The  President  has  greatly  presumed  on  the  forbearance 
which  the  supporters  of  his  administration  have  so  long  prac- 
ticed, in  view  of  the  arduous  conflict  in  which  we  arc  engaged, 
and  the  reckless  ferocity  of  our  political  opponents. 

But  he  must  understand  that  our  su])]>ort  is  of  a  cause,  and 
not  of  a  man ;  that  the  authority  of  Congress  is  paramount 
and  must  be  respected ;  that  the  whole  body  of  the  l^'nion 
men  of  (,\)ngress  will  not  submit  to  be  impeached  by  him  of 
rash  and  unconstitutional  legislation ;  and  if  he  wishes  our 
support,  he  must  confine  himself  to  his  executive  duties — 1<> 
obey  and  execute,  not  make  the  laws — to  suppress  by  arms 
armed  rebellion,  and  leave  political  reorganization  to  C\^n- 
gress. 

If  the  supporters  of  the  government  fail  to  insist  on  thi.<, 
they  become  responsibh^  for  the  usurj)atioiis  which  they  tail 
to  n*l)uke,  and  are  justly  lial)le  to  the  indignation  of  the  |M'<»- 
\)\i\  whosi'  rights  and  security,  committ("(l  to  their  k(»eping. 
they  s'lcrificc'. 

I^'t  them  consider  the  remedy  for  these  usur])ations,  and, 
having  found  it,  fearlessly  execute*  it. 

The   presidential    election  and    the  closing  events  oi'  tli« 
war  caused  the  question   of  reconstrnetion,  as  pres<^'nted   Ir» 
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1864,  to  pass  temporarily  from  public  consideration.  It  was 
renewed  the  succeeding  administration,  and  was  an  exciting 
political  issue  for  several  years.  Congress  adjourned  July  2^ 
1864. 

CONVENTION   OF  RADICAL   MEN. 

At  Cleveland,  Ohio,  May  31,  1864,  the  radical  men  of  the 
nation  met  in  convention  for  the  purpose  of  protesting  against 
the  hesitating  policy  of  the  administration  and  what  was 
represented  as  the  selfish  and  personal  ends  of  the  President. 
The  convention  nominated  General  Fremont  and  General 
Cochrane  for  President  and  Vice-President,  and  adopted  a 
platform  consisting  of  thirteen  resolutions  which  enunciated 
the  general  republican  principles,  endorsed  the  "Monroe  doc- 
trine," and  the  one-term  policy,  asserted  that  rec^onstructioii 
belonged  to  Congress,  and  not  to  the  President,  and  demanded 
the  confiscation  of  the  lands  of  confederates,  and  their  dis- 
tribution among  soldiers  and  settl'TS.  General  Fremont's  let- 
ter of  acceptance  spoke  of  President  Lincolii'.s  "  incapacity 
and  selfishness,"  his  disregard  of  constitutional  rights,  his 
violation  of  personal  liberty  and  liberty  of  the  press,  his 
feebleness  and  want  of  principle,  and  how  his  unfaithfulness 
had  created  a  schism  in  the  republican  party.  This  impru- 
dent language  was  not  deemed  creditiible  to  the  general,  and 
it  lost  him  many  friends.  An  efiFort  was  made  this  year  to 
bring  General  Grant  before  the  people  as  a  candidate  for  the 
presidency,  l)ut  after  some  efforts  in  favor  of  the  movement, 
the  project  fell  through. 

Rf:PrHLI('AN    NATIONAL   (OXVENTION. 

The  r<:'pul)lii*an,  or  tlie  Union,  national  (convention  assem- 
l)led  at  Baltimore,  on  the  7lh  of  Juno.  It  adopted  a  plat- 
form containing  eleven  resolutions,  which  wen*  unanimously 
adopted.  They  declared  in  iavor  of  the  integrity  of  the 
Union^  and  of  the  paramount  authority  of  the  constitution ; 
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of  the  President  and  his  administration ;  of  the  prosecution 
of  the  war  without  compromise ;  of  an  amendment  to  the 
constitution  prohibiting  slavery;  of  the  emancipation  procla- 
mation ;  of  the  protection  of  ex-slaves,  and  their  employ- 
ment as  soldiers ;  of  the  payment  of  the  national  debt,  ami 
of  the  "Monroe  doctrine." 

On  the  first  ballot  for  a  presidential  candidate  Mr.  Lincoln 
received  the  votes  of  all  the  states,  except  Missouri,  which 
voted  for  General  Grant.  Thereupon,  on  motion  of  a  mem- 
ber from  that  state,  the  nomination  w^as  made  unanimous. 
Andrew  Johnson,  of  Tennessee,  on  account  of  his  devotion 
to  the  Union,  his  condemnation  of  treason,  and  his  represent- 
ation of  the  southern  states  and  the  war  democrats,  was  nom- 
inated for  the  second  place  on  the  ticket. 

THE    DEMOCRATIC   NATIONAL   CONVENTION. 

The  democrats  met  in  national  convention  at  Chicago,  Au- 
gust 29,  18G4.  The  convention  j)assed  under  the  contnd  of 
the  peace  democracy,  railed  by  the  Union  ])arty  "cop|x*rheads,'' 
from  a  well  known  northern  snake.  The  resoluti(His  of  tin* 
platform  eharircd  the  (jfovernnu'nt  with  usurpations;  the  sup- 
pression of  the  iVecdoni  of  speech  ;  unauthorized  interference 
with  elections;  pronounced  tin*  war  a  failure;  and  declare<l 
that  the  public  welllire  demanded  immediate  eilbrts  for  a  ce>- 
sation  of  ho<tiliti<'s.  (ieneral  MeClellan,  of  Xew  Jersey,  ami 
Gcorg(^  II.  IVniUeton,  of  ()hi(>,  were  nominated  f<»rthe  {Posi- 
tions of  President  ami  \'ice-Pr(»sident.  The  convention  then 
adjourned,  havinjx  provided  that  it  mifrht  b(»  reconvi'ned  if 
necessarv.  The  declaration  that  the  war  was  a  failure,  as 
enunciated  by  the  democratic  ]>latform,  drove  the  doubtt^il 
voters  to  the  snp])ort  of  tlie  repui)lican  candidates  and  assurtil 
their  success. 

General  Fremont,  noting  the  position  taken  by  the  demo- 
crats in  national  convention,  withdrew  from  the  canvass  in 
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iavor  of  Liucolu  and  Johnson.  In  giving  his  reasons  for 
withdrawing,  he  said :  "  The  union  of  the  republiean  party  has 
become  a  paramount  necessity.  The  policy  of  the  democratic 
party  signifies  either  separation  or  re-establishment  with 
slavery.  The  republican  candidate,  on  the  contrary,  is 
pledged  to  the  re-establishment  of  the  Union  without  slavery. 
Between  these  issues,  I  think,  no  man  of  the  liberal  party 
•can  remain  in  doubt." 

General  Fremont's  w^ithdrawal  left  but  two  tickets  in  the 
field. 

PRESIDENTIAL    ELECTION    OF    1864. 

The  canvass  was  prosecuted  with  great  vigor  and  earnest- 
ness, and  resulted  in  the  choice  of  republican  electors  by  all 
"the  states  not  in  rebellion,  except  New  Jersey,  Kentucky, 
and  Delaware.  The  members  elected  to  the  thirty-ninth 
Congress  were  also  overwhelmingly  republican. 

Congress  met  December  6,  18()4.  The  thirteenth  amend- 
Thirty -eighth  Congress,  1  ment,  which  had  failed  in  the  House 
Second  Session.  /  the  preceding  session,  was  passed  in 

February,  1865,  by  the  requisite  two-thirds  vote.  It  received 
•^very  republiean  and  sixteen  democratic  votes.  That  the 
l>ill  might  surely  pass,  eight  democrats  purposely  refrained 
irom  voting. 

The  first  freedmen's  bureau  bill  was  passed  this  session. 
Tt  organized  a  bureau  for  the  protection  of  ex-slaves  and 
refugees  from  the  south.  Both  Houses  passed  a  joint  resolu- 
tion deelarini^:  *^  that  the  rebi^llious  states  were  in  sueh  a  con- 
<lition  that  no  valid  election  had  been  lield  in  them  for  elec- 
tors, and  that  no  electoral  votes  from  them  should  be  eounted.'^ 
The  elect^)ral  votes,  having  been  counted,  were  found  to  be 
212  for  Lincoln  and  Johnson,  and  21  for  MeClellan  and  Pen- 
<lleton.  Lincoln  and  Johnson  were  therefore  declared  elected. 
25 
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Congress  adjourued   March  3,  1865,  and  March  4  Lincoln 
and  Johnson  were  sworn  into  office. 
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Edward  Bates  ~ Attorney-General 1861-1868 

James  J.  Speed "  «        1868-1865. 

JUDICIAL  OFFICEKa 

Roger  B.  Taney Chief  Justice 1836-1864 

Salmon  P.  Chase "        "      1864-1873 

LEGISLATIVE  0FFICE3a 

Solomon  Foot.. President  of  the  Senate |>ro  fe)npare..l861-1865 

Oalusha  A.  Grow Speaker  of  the  House .1861-1863 

Schuyler  Colfax "        "        "        186^-1865 


1864.— RADICAL  PLATFORM, 
Olevelandy  May  31, 

1.  That  the  federal  Union  shall  be  preserved. 

2.  That  the  constitution  and  laws  of  the  United  States  must  be  observed 
and  obeyed. 

3.  That  the  rebellion  must  be  suppressed  by  force  of  arms,  and  without 
compromise. 

4.  That  the  rights  of  free  speech,  free  press,  and  the  habeoi  corpus  be  held 
inviolate,  save  in  districts  where  martial  law  has  been  proclaimed. 

5.  That  the  rebellion  has  destroyed  slavery ;  and  the  federal  constitution 
should  be  so  amended  as  to  prohibit  its  re-establishment,  and  to  secure  to 
all  men  absolute  equality  before  the  law. 

6.  That  integrity  and  economy  are  demanded,  at  all  times,  in  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  government,  and  that  in  time  of  war  the  want  of  them 
is  criminal. 

7.  That  the  right  of  asylum,  except  for  crime  and  subject  to  law,  is  a 
recognized  principle  of  American  liberty ;  and  that  any  violation  of  it  can 
not  be  overlooked,  and  must  not  go  unrebuked. 

8.  That  the  national  policy  known  as  the  "  Monroe  doctrine  "  has  be- 
come a  recognized  principle ;  and  that  the  establishment  of  an  anti-repub- 
lican government  on  this  continent  by  any  foreign  power  can  not  be  toler- 
ated. 
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9.  That  the  gratitude  and  support  of  the  nation  are  due  to  the  faithfv^ 
soldiers  and  earnest  leaders  of  the  Union  army  and  navy,  for  their  hero^ 
achievements  and  deathless  valor  in  defense  of  our  imperiled  country  an 
of  civil  liberty. 

10.  That  the  one-term  policy  for  the  presidency,  adopted  by  the  peopl 
is  strengthened  by  the  force  of  the  existing  crisis,  and  should  be  main 
tained  by  constitutional  amendment. 

11.  That  the  constitution  should  be  so  amended  that  the  President  an 
Vice-President  shall  be  elected  by  a  direct  vote  of  the  people. 

12.  That  the  question  of  the  reconstruction  of  the  rebellious  st&tes 
longs  to  the  people,  through  their  representatives  in  CongreaB,  and  not 
the  Executive. 

13.  That  the  confiscation  of  the  lands  of  the  rebels,  and  their  clistribn 
lion  among  the  soldiers  and  actual  settlers,  is  a  measure  of  justice. 


1864.— REPUBLICAN  PLATFORM, 

Baltimore^  June  7, 

Resolvedf  That  it  is  the  highest  duty  of  every  American  citizen  to  main — 
tain,  against  all  their  enemies,  the  integrity  of  the  Union  and  the  para* — 
mount  authority  of  the  constitution  and  laws  of  the  United  States ;  and 
that,  laying  aside  all  differences  of  political  opinions,  we  pledge  ou  reel  res, 
as  L^nion  men,  animated  by  a  common  sentiment  and  aiming  at  a  common 
object,  to  do  everything  in  our  power  to  aid  the  government  in  quelling, 
by  force  of  arms,  the  rebellion  now  raging  against  its  authority,  and  in 
bringing  to  the  punishment  due  to  their  crimes  the  rebels  and  traitors 
arrayed  against  it. 

Resolved,  That  we  approve  the  determination  of  the  government  of  the     ^^^* 
United  States  not  to  oorapromise  with  rebels,  nor  to  offer  them  any  terms      ^"^^ 
of  |)eace,  except  snrh  as  may  be  based  upon  an  "  unconditional  8urrend<*r** 
of  their  hostility  and  a  return  to  their  just  allegiance  to  the  constitution 
and  laws  of  the  United  States;  and  that  we  call  upon  the  government  to        ^ ^^* 
maintain  this  position,  and  to  prosecute  the  war  with  the  utmost  |)owible         ^^ 
vigor  to  the  complete  suppression  of  the  rebellion,  in  full  reliance  upon  ^^ 

the  self-sarriticing  patriotism,  the  heroic  valor,  and  the  undying  devotion  ^^ 

of  the  American  })eople  to  the  country  antl  its  free  institutions. 

Resolved^  That,  as  slavery  was  the  cause,  and  now  constitutes  the  strenirth.  ^ ' 

of  this  rebellion,  an<l  as  it  must  be  always  and  everywhere  hostile  to  the  "^ 

principles  of  republican  government,  justice  and  the  national  »afety  de-  ^  * 

mand  its  utter  and  complete  extirpation  from  the  soil  of  the  republic ;  and 
th^t  we  uphold  and  maintain  the  acts  and  proclamations  by  which  the  '^ 
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gOYerament,  in  its  own  defense,  has  aimed  a  death-blow  at  this  gigantic 
CTil.  We  are  in  f aTor,  furthermore,  of  such  an  amendment  to  the  consti* 
tntion,  to  be  made  bj  the  people  in  conformity  with  its  provisions,  as  shall 
terminate  and  forever  prohibit  the  existence  of  slavery  within  the  limits 
or  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States. 

Baolved^  That  the  thanks  of  the  American  people  are  due  to  the  soldiers 
and  sailors  of  the  army  and  navy,  who  have  periled  their  lives  in  defense 
of  their  country  and  in  vindication  of  the  honor  of  its  flag ;  that  the  na- 
tion owes  to  them  some  permanent  recognition  of  their  patriotism  and 
their  valor,  and  ample  and  permanent  provision  for  those  of  their  surviv- 
ors who  have  received  disabling  and  honorable  wounds  in  the  service  of 
the  country ;  and  that  the  memories  of  those  who  have  fallen  in  its  de- 
fense shall  be  held  in  grateful  and  everlasting  remembrance. 

Betoivedf  Thut  we  approve  and  applaud  the  practical  wisdom,  the  un- 
selfish patriotism,  and  the  unswerving  fidelity  to  the  constitution  and  the 
principles  of  American  liberty  with  which  Abraham  Lincoln  has  dis- 
charged, under  circumstances  of  unparalleled  difficMilty,  the  great  duties 
and  responsibilities  of  the  presidential  office ;  that  we  approve  and  indorse, ' 
as  demanded  by  the  emergency  and  essential  to  the  preservation  of  the* 
nation,  and  as  within  the  provisions  of  the  constitution,  the  measures  and 
acts  which  he  has  adopted  to  defend  the  nation  against  its  open  and  secret 
foes;  that  we  approye,  especially,  the  proclamation  of  emancipation,  and 
the  employment,  as  Union  soldiers,  of  men  heretofore  held  in  slavery ;  and 
that  we  have  full  confidence  in  his  determination  to  carry  these,  and  all 
other  constitutional  measures  essential  to  the  salvation  of  the  country, 
into  full  and  complete  efiect. 

Eesolvedy  That  we  deem  it  essential  to  the  general  welfare  that  harmony 
should  prevail  in  the  national  councils,  and  we  regard  as  worthy  of  public 
confidence  and  official  trust  those  only  who  cordially  indorse  the  princi- 
ples proclaimed  in  these  resolutions,  and  which  should  characterize  the 
administration  of  the  government. 

Resoiteedf  That  the  government  owes  to  all  men  employed  in  its  armies, 
without  regard  to  distinction  of  color,  the  full  protection  of  the  laws  of 
war;  and  that  any  violation  of  these  laws,  or  of  the  usages  of  <*ivilized 
nations  in  the  time  of  war,  by  the  rebels  now  in  arms,  should  be  made 
the  subject  of  prompt  and  full  redress. 

Raolvedy  That  foreign  immigration,  which  in  the  past  has  added  oo  much 
to  the  wealth,  development  of  resources,  and  increase  of  power  to  this  na- 
tion ~  the  asylum  of  the  oppressed  of  all  nations — should  be  fostered  and 
encouraged  by  a  liberal  and  just  policy. 

Roiolted,  That  we  are  in  favor  of  the  speedy  construction  of  the  railroad 
to  the  Pacific  coast. 
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Resolved,  That  the  national  faith,  pledged  for  the  redemption  of  the  pob- 
lie  debt,  must  be  kept  inviolate;  and  that,  for  this  purpose,  we  recommeiid 
economy  and  rigid  responsibility  in  the  public  expenditures  and  aTigor- 
ous  and  just  system  of  taxation ;  and  that  it  is  the  duty  of  eTery  loyal 
state  to  sustain  the  credit  and  promote  the  use  of  the  national  cur*ency. 

Rewlved,  That  we  approve  the  position  taken  by  the  government,  that 
the  people  of  the  United  States  can  never  regard  with  indiflerence  the  at- 
tempt of  any  European  power  to  overthrow  by  force,  or  to  supplant  by 
fraud,  the  institutions  of  any  republican  government  on  the  western  con- 
tinent, and  that  they  will  view  with  extreme  jealously,  as  menacing  to  the 
peace  and  Independence  of  this,  our  country,  the  efforts  of  any  sach  power 
to  obtain  new  footholds  for  monarchical  governments,  sustained  by  a  f  r- 
eign  military  force,  in  near  proximity  to  the  United  States. 
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1864.— DEMOCRATIC  PLATFORM, 
Chicago^  Augtui  S9, 

Besolvedj  That  in  the  future,  as  in  the  past,  we  will  here  with  on- 
swerving  fidelity  to  the  Union  under  the  constitution,  as  the  only  solid 
foundation  of  our  strength,  security,  and  happiness  as  a  people,  and  as  a  ^ 

frame-work  of  government  equally  conducive  to  the  welfare  and  prosperity 
of  all  the  states,  l)oth  northern  and  southern. 

Resdvedy  That  this  convention  does  explicitly  declare,  as  the  sense  of  the 
American  people,  that  after  four  years  of  failure  to  restore  the  Union  by  "^ 

the  exixiriment  of  war,  during  which,  under  the  pretense  of  a  military  ne-  ^ 

cessity  of  a  war  iK)wer  higher  than  the  constitution,  the  constitution  itself  ^' 

has  been  disregarded  in  every  part,  and  public  lil)erty  and  private  right  ^^ 

alike  trodden  down,  and  the  material  prosperity  of  the  country  essentially 
impaireil,  justice,  humanity,  liberty,  and  the  public  welfare  demand  that 
immediate  efforts  Imj  made  for  a  cessation  of  hostilities,  with  a  view  to  an 
ultimate  convention  of  all  the  states,  or  other  i)eaceable  means,  to  the  end 
that,  at  the  earliest  practicable  moment,  peace  may  be  restored  on  the 
basis  of  the  fe<leral  union  of  all  the  states. 

Reifoit'cd,  That  the  direct  interference  of  the  military  authority  of  the 
United  States  in  the  recent  elections  held  in  Kentucky,  Maryland,  Mis- 
souri, and  Delaware,  w:is  a  shameful  violation  of  the  constitution  ;  and  the 
reiK'tition  of  such  acts  in  the  approaching  election  will  be  held  as  revolu- 
tionary, an<l  resisted  with  all  the  means  and  power  under  our  control. 

lirnoiird,  That  the  aim  and  object  of  the  democratic  party  is  to  preserve 
the  federal  Union  and  the  rights  of  the  states  unimpaired  ;  and  that  they 
lier(iby  declare  that  they  consider  the  administrative  usurpation  of  extra- 
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•ordinary  and  dangerous  powers  not  granted  by  the  constitution,  the  sub- 
version  of  the  civil  by  the  military  law  in  states  not  in  insurrection,  the 
arbitrary  military  arrest,  imprisonment,  trial,  and  sentence  of  American 
•citizens  in  states  where  civil  law  exists  in  full  force,  the  suppression  of 
freedom  of  speech  and  of  the  press,  the  denial  of  the  right  of  asylum,  the 
open  and  avowed  disregard  of  state  rights,  the  employment  of  unusual 
test-oaths,  and  the  interference  with  and  denial  of  the  right  of  the  people 
to  bear  arms  in  their  defense,  as  calculated  to  prevent  a  restoration  of  the 
Union  and  the  perpetuation  of  a  government  deriving  its  just  powers  from 
the  consent  of  the  governed.  « 

Resolved^  That  the  shameful  disregard  of  the  administration  to  its  duty 
in  respect  to  our  fellow -citizens  who  now  are,  and  long  have  been,  prisoners 
of  war,  in  a  suffering  condition,  deserves  the  severest  reprobation,  on  the 
«core  alike  of  public  policy  and  common  humanity. 

Rcfdvedy  That  the  sympathy  of  the  democratic  party  is  heartily  and 
earnestly  extended  to  the  soldiers  of  our  army  and  the  sailors  of  our  navy, 
who  are  and  have  been  in  the  field  and  on  sea  under  the  flag  of  their 
■country;  and,  in  the  event  of  our  attaining  power, they  will  receive  all  the 
<?are  and  protection,  regard  and  kindness,  that  the  brave  soldiers  of  the 
republic  have  so  nobly  earnc'l. 

EMANCIPATION  PROCLVMATIOX  BY  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN, 

Jaiuinry  7,    IStj.i, 

Whereas.  On  the  twentv -seconrl  day  (►f  September,  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  onethousan'l  eight  hundred  and  sixty-two,  a  pnudaniation  was  issued 
by  the  President  of  the  United  States,  containing  among  other  things  the 
following:,  to  wit :  "  That  on  the  first  day  of  January,  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundre«l  and  sixty-three,  all  persons  held  as 
slaves  within  any  state,  or  <lesignated  part  of  a  state,  the  people  whereof 
shall  then  be  in  rebellion  against  the  United  States,  shall  be  then,  thence- 
forward, and  forrver  free;  and  the  executive  government  of  the  United 
States,  ineludinj;  the  military  and  naval  authority  thereof,  will  recognize 
and  maintain  the  freedom  of  such  |)ersons,  and  will  do  no  :ict  or  acts  to  re- 
press such  iKTsons  or  any  of  them,  in  any  ellorts  they  may  make  for  their 
actual  freedom  ;  that  the  Executive  will,  on  the  first  day  of  January  afore- 
said, by  proclamation,  designate  the  states,  and  parts  of  states,  if  any,  in 
which  the  people  thereof,  resi^ectively,  shall  then  be  in  rebellion  against 
the  United  States;  and  the  fact  that  any  state,  or  the  people  thereof,  shall 
on  that  day  \ye  in  good  faith  represented  in  the  Congress  of  the  United 
"States  by  members  chosen  thereto  at  elections  wherein  a  majority  of  the 
qualified  voters  of  such  states  shall  liave  ])articipated,  shall,  in  the  absence 
of  strong  countervailing   testimony,  be  deemed  conclusive  evidence  that 
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a  rebellion  agiinit  tbff 

Now,  iherefore,  I,  Abraham  Lincoln,  President  of  the  United  States,  br 
virtue  oi  Ihe  power  in  me  vested  as  commander-in-chief  of  the  armj  and 
aBTfofthe  United  Slates  in  time  of  actual  armed  rebellion  agaioBt  Ihe  . 
aulhority  and  governmeni  of  the  United  Slates,  and  as  a  fil  and  nec«»irr 
war-measure  for  suppressing  said  rebellion,  do,  on  Ihis  first  day  of  Janu- 
ary,  in  the  jear  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixly-lhm, 
and  in  ty^cordance  wilh  wy  purpose  so  to  do,  publicly  proclaimed  lor  ihe 
full  period  of  one  liundred  days  from  the  day  Gr?(  above  mentioned,  order 
and  designate  as  Ihe  states,  and  parts  of  states,  wherein  the  people  thereof. 
respectively,  are  this  day  in  rebellion  against  the  United  Slates,  the  fol- 
lowing, to  wit;  Arkansas,  Texas,  Louisiana,  (except  the  parishes  of  St. 
Bernard,  Plaquemines,  Jefferson,  St.  John,  St.  Charles,  Sl  James,  AKca- 
aion,  Assumption,  Terre-Bonne,  Lafourche,  Ste.  Marie,  SL  Martin,  and  Or- 
leans, including  the  city  of  New  Orleans),  Miatisaippi,  Alabama,  Florida, 
Georgia,  South  Carolina,  North  Carolina,  and  V'ii^inia  (except  ihe  forty- 
eight  counties  designated  as  West  Virginia,  and  also  ihe  counties  of  Beik- 
le;,  Accomac,  Northampton,  EliEabeth  City,  York,  Princess  Anna,  and 
Norfolk,  including  the  cities  of  Norfolk,  and  Portsmouth),  and  which  ei- 
cepled  parts  are,  for  the  present,  left  precisely  as  if  this  proclamation  were 
not  issued.  And  by  virtue  of  the  power,  and  for  Ihe  purpose  aforesaid,  I 
do  order  and  declare,  that  all  persons  held  as  slaves  within  said  designated 
states,  and  parts  of  states,  are  and  henceforward  sliall  be  free  ;  and  ibat  tfae 
executive  go»ernnient  ot  the  United  States,  ineludiqg  the  military  and 
naval  authorities  thereof,  will  recognize  and  matntnin  the  freedom  of  said 
persons.  And  1  hereby  enjoin  upon  the  people  so  declared  to  be  fr«e  to 
abstain  from  all  violence,  unless  in  necessary  self-defense  ;  and  I  recom- 
mend to  them,  that  in  all  cases,  when  allowed,  they  labor  faithfully  for 
reasonable  wages.  And  I  further  declare  and  make  known,  that  such  per- 
sons, of  suitable  condition,  will  be  received  into  the  armed  eervire  oC  the 
United  Stales,  to  garrison  forts,  positions, stalioos,  and  other  places,  tad  1» 
man  vessels  of  all  sorts  in  said  service.  And  upon  this  act,  sincerely  be- 
lieved to  be  an  act  of  justice,  warranted  by  the  constitution  upon  militaiy 
ncoc»Jiy.  [  invoke  the  considerata  judgment  of  mankind  and  the  graciow 
favor  1. 1    \liiii;;hty  God. 

In  leAliiunny  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  name,  and  cansed  the  seal 
of  the  United  States  to  be  affixed.  Done  at  the  city  of  Wasbingtvn, 
lhi«  first  day  of  January,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  ei^t 
hnndreil  and  sixty-three,  and  of  the  independence  of  the  United  Slatts 
Ibeeinhly-Berenth.  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

By  the  Preeidont;  WiLLIAJi  H.  Sewabd,  Seentar]/  qfSlatt. 


Lincoln's  and  Johnson's  administration.      39$ 


CHAPTEEt  XIX. 
LINCOLN'S  AND  JOHNSON'S  ADMINISTRATION. 

1865—1869. 

Lincoln's  second  inauguration. 

President  Lincoln,  in  his  second  inaugural  address,  deliv- 
ered on  the  4th  of  March,  1865,  spoke  the  following  words: 

"With  malice  toward  none,  with  charity  for  all,  with  firm- 
ness in  the  right,  as  God  gives  us  to  see  the  right,  let  ua 
strive  on  to  finish  the  work  we  are  in,  to  bind  up  the  nation's 
wounds,  to  care  for  him  who  shall  have  borne  the  battle,  and 
for  his  widow  and  or])hans,  to  do  all  which  may  achieve  a 
just  and  lastinir  peace  among  ourselves,  and  with  all  nations.'^ 

ASSASSINATION    OF    LINCOLN. 

The  gentleness  and  greatness  of  President  Lincoln  were 
beginning  to  win  general  appreciation  when  he  fell  by  the 
hand  of  an  assassin..  April  14,  1865,  the  Washington  papers 
announced  that  Mr.  Lincoln  and  General  Grant  would  attend 
Ford's  theatre  on  the  evening  of  that  day.  The  (jeneral  was 
called  aw^ay  from  the  city  and  could  not  be  present ;  but  Mr. 
Lincoln,  with  reluctance,  resolved  to  attend,  that  public  ex- 
pectation might  not  be  disappointed.  While  he  was  listen- 
ing to  the  play,  James  Wilkes  Booth  entered  the  box  where 
the  President  was  seated  and  shot  him  in  the  head  with  a 
pistol.  The  assassin  then  shook  off  and  wounded  Major 
Kathbone  who  had  seized  him,  and  jumped  from  the  stage 
shouting  "sic  semper  tyrannis,  the  south  is  avenged.'^ 
He  then  rushed  from  the  theatre,  mounted  a  horse  near  the 
building  and  rushed  into  southern  Maryland  to  find  sympa- 
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thizing  friends.  The  President  continued  to  breathe  until 
the  next  morning,  when  he  died  surrounded  by  the  members 
of  his  cabinet  and  others.  At  the  same  time  an  unsuccessful 
attempt  was  made  to  assa^Shiate  Secretary  Seward,  who  was 
at  his  residence,  lying  severely  injured  by  a  fall  from  his  car- 
riage. 

The  assassination  of  Mr.  Lincoln  produced  a  profound  im- 
pression throughout  the  civilized  world.  The  martyr  was 
carried  to  his  last  resting  place  attended  by  pageants  un- 
equaled  at  the  funeral  of  any  other  national  ruler  of  ancient 

or  modern  times. 

Johnson's  accession. 

On  the  morning  of  the  15th  of  April,  a  few  hours  after 
the  death  of  Mr.  Lincoln,  Vice-President  Andrew  Johnson 
took  the  oath  of  office,  as  President  of  the  United  States. 
Many  citizens  were  filled  with  forebodings  concerning  the 
future  of  the  republic,  for  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Johnson,  at 
his  inauguration,  on  the  4th  of  the  preceding  March,  had  not 
been  regarded  as  wise  or  prudent ;  but  his  promises  were 
such  as  caused  the  country  at  first  to  confide  in  him.  He 
had  expressed  himself  so  strongly  against  disunionists  that 
it  was  generally  believed  his  administration  would  be  severe 
on  the  confederate  states.  To  a  delegation  from  New  Hamp- 
shire, soon  after  his  inauguration,  he  said  that  treason  is  a 
crime ;  that  it  must  not  be  regarded  as  a  mere  difference  of 
political  opinion ;  that  it  must  not  be  excused  as  an  unsuc- 
cessful rebellion,  to  be  overlooked  and  be  forgiven ;  but  it  is 
a  crime,  before  which  all  others  sink  into  insignificance.  He 
stated  that  his  "past  course  must  be  the  guaranty  of  his 
future  conduct."  Th^  excitement  was  intense,  and  all  looked 
with  painful  interest  for  coming  events. 

RECONSTRUCTION. 

The  business  of  re-organizing  the  states  which  had  been  in 
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rebellion  is  commonly  called  reconstruction,  but  the  term 
*'  reorganization  "  is  more  applicable,  for  no  seceded  state  had 
been  destroyed,  but  each  one  during  the  war  was  regarded 
by  the  federal  authorities  as  simply  in  a  condition  of  ** sus- 
pended animation."  The  powers  of  the  government  were 
now  employed  for  restoring  to  active  life  the  states  in  this 
condition. 

No  provisions  had  been  made  in  the  constitution  for  the 
re-admission  of  a  state  that  had  claimed  the  right  to  secede, 
and  had  withdrawn  from  the  Union.  If  the  seceding  states 
had  been  admitted  to  their  former  position,  the  negro  race 
would  have  been  controlled  by  their  former  masters.  The 
mass  of  the  northern  people  regarded  the  security  of  freedom 
to  the  negroes  "superior  to  all  theoretical  arguments  on  the 
relations  of  tlie  states  to  the  federal  government,"  and  believed 
that  the  rebellious  states  should  be  held  as  territories  until 
they  could  be  reconstructed  so  as  to  guarant(*e  the  safety  of 
the  freedmen. 

Grave  questions  arose  on  the  subject ;  What  constitutes  a 
.state?  Are  the  seceded  states  within  or  without  the  Union? 
Gan  a  state  take  itself  out  of  the  Union?  Shall  they  be  re- 
manded  to  a  territorial  condition,  or  still  be  treated  as  states? 
If  reconstruction  be  attempted,  what  shall  be  the  condition 
of  return?  Whence  shall  the  proffer  originate?  Ilowmany 
and  who  shall  constitute  the  primordial  elements  of  the  new 
government?  To  these,  and  questions  like  these,  different 
answers  were  given,  as  concerning  them  widely  divergent 
opinions  were  entertained.  Reeonstrurtion  was  an  unex- 
plored sea — an  untrodden  ground.  It  had  been  attempted 
in  Congress,  in  18(31  and  LSO'i,  but  little  attention  was  given 
it,  either  by  the  Senate  or  House. 

Johnson's  poi.K'V  of  UKcoxsTnrcTrox. 
Mr.  Johnson  was  a  strict  constructionist  by  nature,  and  did 
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not  curaprchend  how  a  state  could  be  punished  fur  treason. 
HU  policy  was  that  individuals  should  be  punished,  but  the 
states  should  be  restored  at  once  to  the  Union  with  all  the 
powers  they  possessed  before  secession.  He  endeavored  to 
carry  out  this  ix>Iicy  by  successive  proclamations.  April  29, 
he  proclaimed  commercial  intercourse  to  be  restored  between 
the  north  and  the  south,  "excepting  a  few  districts  still  without 
the  possession  of  the  national  forces,  barring  trade  in  all 
articles  contraband  of  war."  By  proclamation,  May  22,  re- 
strictions were  removed  upon  foreign  commerce  with  the 
lately  rebellious  states.  Seven  days  later  the  President  issued 
a  proclamation  of  qualified  amnesty.  Restrictions  upon  com- 
mercial intercourse  with  Tennessee  were  removed  by  execu- 
tive order  Juno  13,  and  ten  days  thereafter  the  blockade  was 
raised,  except  as  to  all  ports  west  of  the  Mississippi  river. 
The  Executive  suspende<l  the  operation  of  martial  law  in 
Kentucky  on  the  12th  of  October,  and  in  December  restored 
the  writ  of  Jmbeae  corpus  to  all  the  states  and  territorieti,  wilh 
few  exceptions.  In  the  meantime  he  had  apjHtinted  resident 
civilians  as  provisional  governors  over  Nortli  Carolina,  South 
Carolina,  (Jeoi^ia,  Florida,  Alabama,  Mississippi,  and  Texas, 
and  imitated  the  plan  of  reconstruction  set  forth  by  Mr.  Lin- 
coln in  his  proclamation  of  December  8, 1 863.  Mr.  Johnson 
directed  the  states  under  their  provisional  governors  to  hold 
conventions  with  the  view  of  organizing  state  governments, 
and  securing  the'^lection  of  representatives  to  Congress.  The 
states  were  required  to  repeal  the  ordinances  of  secession,  ac- 
cept the  abolition  of  slavery,  repudiate  the  southern  war  debts, 
and  riitity,  by  a  vote  of  the  people,  the  several  constitutional 
amendments. 

The  first  of  the  provisional  governors  was  apjwintod  by 
prnnliini.ttion,  on  the  29th  of  May,  in  less  than  two  montli-i 
after  lii^  accession  to  power.  He  pushed  forward  his  work 
of  rciiif^iinzation  hy  messages  and  dispatehcs  with  such  haste 
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and  activity  that  many  became  alarmed  and  began  to  doubt 
the  sincerity  of  his  declarations,  made  soon  after  his  inau- 
guration. The  ex-slaves  were  excluded  from  participation  in 
reconstruction,  and  a  large  number  were  pardoned,  of  those 
who  had  taken  an  active  part  in  the  rebellion,  and  would 
exercise  a  controlling  influence  in  the  states  when  recon- 
*8tructed.  The  tendency  of  his  conduct  led  the  people  of  the 
-country  to  conclude  that  he  was  more  friendly  to  those  who 
had  aided  the  rebellion  than  a  consistent  support  of  those 
who  had  elevated  him  to  power  would  allow.  Though  state 
republican  conventions,  during  the  summer  of  1865,  had  gen- 
erally indorsed  the  actions  of  the  President,  it  soon  became 
apparent  that  he  was  willing  to  take  issue,  upon  certain  im- 
portant questions,  with  the  party  that  had  elected  him.  An 
unfriendly  disposition  was  manifested  in  August,  about  four 
months  after  his  accession.  On  the  15th  of  the  month,  he 
recommended  to  the  provisional  governor  of  Mississippi  the 
extension  of  the  elective  franchise  to  all  persons  of  color  in 
that  state  who  could  read  the  national  constitution  or  pos- 
sessed  property  valued  at  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  and 
continued:  "Do  this,  and,  as  a  consequence,  the  radicals, 
who  are  wild  upon  negro  franchise,  will  be  completely  foiled 
in  their  attempt  to  keep  the  southern  states  from  renewing 
their  relations  to  the  Union.'* 

Before  Congress  met,  in  December,  1865,  the  provisional 
governors  had  been  diligent  in  carrying  out  the  policy  of  the 
President.  Five  states  had  formed  new  constitutions,  and 
elected  state  officers  and  representatives  to  Congress.  Some 
of  these  had  participated  in  the  rebellion.  The  republicans 
were  not  satisfied  with  what  the  President  had  done,  and 
looked  to  Congress  for  sonie  modification  of  his  action. 

Congressional  action  on  reconstruction  did  not  affect  the 
seceded  states  with  rapidity,  and  the  state  governments,  as 
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established  under  Lincoln  and  Johnson^  continued  in  oper- 
ation for  a  considerable  time. 

THE   BLACK   CODES. 

When  Mr.  Johnson's  reconstruction  policy  caused  those 
who  had  engaged  in  the  rebellion  to  dispel  fears  of  punish- 
ment, and  had  admitted  them  to  the  rights  of  citizenship  and 
power,  they  attempted,  by  skillful  politics,  to  thwart  certain 
features  of  federal  legislation.  Laws  were  enacted  in  the 
eleven  seceded  states  that  were  detrimental  to  the  interests 
of  the  freedmen.  These  received  in  the  north  the  appellation 
of  the  "black  codes."  Mississippi  enacted  a  law  denying 
the  ex-slave  "the  right  to  acquire  and  dispose  of  public 
property."  In  Louisiana  it  was  made  a  criminal  offense  to 
enter  upon  a  plantation  without  the  permission  of  the  owner 
or  agent.  In  several  states  it  was  made  a  criminal  offense, 
"  punishable  with  fine  and  imprisonment,  for  a  freedman  to 
leave  his  employer  before  the  expiration  of  a  term  of  service 
prescribed  in  a  written  contract."  In  one  state  it  was  made 
a  criminal  "offense  for  a  negro  to  intrude  himself  into  any 
religious  or  other  public  assembly  of  white  persons,  into  any 
railroad  car  or  other  public  vehicle  set  apart  for  the  exclusive 
accommodation  of  white  people,  upon  conviction  of  which, 
he  should  be  sentenced  to  stand  in  the  pillory  for  one  hour, 
or  be  whipped  not  exceeding  thirty-nine  stripes,  or  both,  at 
the  discretion  of#the  jury." 

Such  were  some  of  the  enactments  known  as  the  "  black 
codes,"  which  were  more  or  less  severe,  according  to  the 
views  of  the  legislatures.  Congressional  reconstruction  re- 
quired that  the  "codes"  be  abandoned. 

THE   RECONSTRUCTION   COMMITTEE. 

Congress  met  December  4,  1865,  with  a  republican  major- 
Thirty-ninth  Congress,  1  ity  in  both  Houses.  There  were 
First  Session.  /  40  republicans,  and  11  democrats  in 
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the  Senate;  and  145  republicans,  and  40  democrats  in  the^ 
House.     The  republican  majority  was  sufficient  to  pass  any 
bill  over  the  veto  of  the  President.     On  the  first  day  of  the 
session,  the  House,  by  a  vote  of  133  against  36,  agreed  to  a 
a  joint  resolution  to  appoint  a  joint  committee,  to  be  com- 
posed of  nine  representatives  and  six  senators,  to  "inquire 
into  the  condition  of  the  states  which  formed  the  so-called 
confederate  states  of  America,  and  report  whether  they,  or 
any  of  them,  are  entitled  to  be  represented  in  either  House 
of  Congress,  with  leave  to  report  at  any  time,  by  bill  or  oth- 
erwise ;  and  until  such  report  shall  have  been  fully  made  and 
:finally  acted  upon  by  Congress,  no  member  shall  be  received 
M  either  House  from  any  of  the  so-called  confederate  states 
of  America;  and  all  papers  relating  to  the  representatives  of 
'the  said  states  shall  be  referred  to  the  said  committee."    The 
Senate  adopted  the  resolution  on  the  14th  of  December,  and 
•appointed  on  the  committee  Messrs.  Fessenden,  Grimes,  Har- 
TTis,  Rowland,  Johnson,  and  Williams ;  the  House  had  already 
^appointed  Messrs.  Stevens,  Washburn,  Morrill,  Grider,  Bing- 
ham, Conkling,  Boutwell,  Blow,  and  Rogers.     These  mem- 
"bers  constituted  what  was  known  as  the  "  reconstruction  com- 
anittee,"  and  their  report  was  looked  for  by  Congress  and  the 
^entire  people  with  the  utmost  anxiety.     They  did  not  report 
^ill  the  following  summer  of  1866.     In  the  meantime  the 
j)osition  of  Congress  on  reconstruction  was  not  fully  defined. 
Enough  was  known,  however,  to  show  that  Mr.  Johnson's 
jwlicy  was  not  hi  accord  with  that  body.     The  states  which 
lie  and  Mr.  Lincoln  had  reconstructed  were  not  allowed  rep- 
resentation in  Congress,  and  aside  from  appointing  the  recon- 
struction committee,  no  action  was  taken  upon  the  subject  till 
rafter  the  break  with  the  President. 

JOHNSON^S    BREAK    WITH    THE   REPUBLICANS. 

This  disregard  of  what  had  been  done  at  reconstruction 
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offended  the  President,  and  he  soon  manifested  an  attitude  of 
hostility  toward  Congress.  He  vetoed  the  freedmen's  bu- 
reau bill  February  19,  and  on  the  22d  of  the  month^  while 
4iddressiug  the  ))opulaee  in  front  of  the  presidential  mansion, 
he  denounced  the  republican  party  and  certain  leading  mem- 
bers of  Congress.  He  thus  made  known,  in  a  positive  and 
public  manner,  his  hostility  to  the  party  that  had  given  him 
their  confidence.  Thenceforth  he  made  uncompromising  war 
•upon  the  legislative  branch  of  government,  and  caused  such 
cabinet  members  to  resign  as  could  not  agree  with  him.  He 
became  openly  affiliated  with  the  democrats,  who  uniformly 
opposed  such  bills  of  Congress  as  met  with  the  President's 
veto. 

THE  SECOND   FREEDMEN's   BUREAU   BILL. 

The  day  before  Lincoln's  second  inaugural,  a  bureau  was 
established  by  the  general  government  for  the  protection  and 
relief  of  freedmen  in  the  north.  This  measure  having  proved 
somewhat  inadequate,  Congress  passed  an  amendment  thereto 
in  February,  1866,  and  submitted  it  for  executive  approval. 
It  provided  for  the  "reservation  of  three  millions  of  acres  of 
public  land  in  the  south,  from  the  operation  of  the  homestead 
and  pre-emption  laws,  for  occupation  by  former  slaves,  at  a 
rental  to  be  approved  by  designated  authorities."  Agents  and 
officials  of  the  bureau  were  to  constitute  tribunals  for  the  pun- 
ishment of  those  who  should  violate  the  rights  of  its  desig- 
nated beneficiaries. 

The  President,  "chafing  under  the  non-admission  to  their 
representation  in  Congress  of  the  southern  states,  which,  un- 
der his  policy,  had  been  restored,"  returned  the  bill  unap- 
proved, February  19,  on  various  grounds,  which  he  stated  at 
length  in  his  veto  message.  This  declared  that  the  law  would 
provide  for  an  unlimited  distribution  of  lands  to  the  freed- 
men, that  it  would  violate  constitutional  guarantees,  that  it 
would  impose  taxation  without  representation,  and  that  it 
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would  tend  to  keep  the  minds  of  the  negroes  uneasy  and 
restless. 

The  bill,  February  21,  was  put  upon  its  passage  a  second 
time,  but  &iling  to  obtain  a  two-thirds  majority,  it  could  not 
become  a  law.  Congress  retaliated  upon  the  President  by 
adopting  the  following  resolution : 

^'Jtasolved,  That  in  order  to  close  agitation  upon  a  question 
which  seems  likely  to  disturb  the  action  of  the  government, 
as  well  as  to  quiet  the  uncertainty  which  is  agitating  the 
minds  of  the  people  of  the  eleven  states  which  have  been  de- 
clared to  be  in  insurrection,  no  senator  or  representative  shall 
be  admitted  into  cither  branch  of  Congress  from  any  of  said 
states  until  congress  shall  have  declared  such  states  entitled 
to  such  representation." 

The  war  between  the  opposing  theories  of  reorganization 
and  reconstruction  was  now  fully  inaugurated,  and  the  long 
and  bitter  struggle  was  protracted  throughout  the  adminis- 
tration. 

THE   CIVIL   RIGHTS    BILL. 

The  measure  popularly  known  as  the  civil  rights  bill  was 
the  second  cause  of  variance  between  Congress  and  the  Ex- 
ecutive. The  bill  was  designed  to  confer  the  right  of  citizen- 
ship upon  the  freednien,  and  to  provide  means  for  protecting 
them  in  the  right.  It  was  submitted  to  the  President  for  his 
approval,  but  was  vetoed  March  27,  1866.  The  reasons 
given  were,  that  the  bill  was  unconstitutional  as  to  the  be- 
stowal of  citizenship  and  its  privileges,  and  the  means  pro- 
vided for  the  enforcement  thereof.  On  the  9th  of  April  the 
bill  received  a  two-thirds  vote  of  Congress,  and  was  duly  de- 
clared a  law, 

THE    FOURTEENTH    AMENDMENT. 

'Bhc  thirteenth  amendment  abolished  chattel  slavery,  and 
rendered  oppression  in  that  form  impossible,  but  the  law  did 
not  carry  with  it  the  right  of  citizenship  and  the  right  to 
26 
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vote.  To  accomplish  these,  additional  legislation  was  neces- 
sary. Discussion  on  the  subject  began  in  Congress  April, 
1866,  and  in  June  resulted  in  the  passage  of  the  fourteenth 
amendment,  the  full  text  of  which  is  as  follows : 

Section  I.  All  persons  bom  or  naturalized  in  the  United  States,  and 
subject  to  the  jurisdiction  thereof,  are  citizens  of  the  United  States  and  of 
the  state  wherein  they  reside.  No  state  shall  make  or  enforce  any  lav 
which  shall  abridge  the  privileges  or  immunities  of  citizens  of  the  United 
States;  nor  shall  any  state  deprive  any  person  of  life,  liberty,  or  property^ 
without  due  process  of  law  ;  nor  deny  to  any  person  within  its  jurisdiction 
the  equal  protection  of  the  laws. 

Sec.  2.  Representatives  shall  be  apportioned  among  the  several  states 
according  to  th«»ir  respective  numbers,  counting  the  whole  number  of  per- 
sons in  each  state,  including  Indians  not  taxed.  But  when  the  right  to 
vote  at  any  election  for  the  choice  of  electors  for  President  and  Vice-Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States,  representatives  in  Congress,  the  executive  and 
judicial  officers  of  a  state,  or  the  members  of  the  legislature  thereof,  is  de- 
nied to  any  of  the  male  inhabitants  of  such  state,  being  twenty-one  yean 
of  age,  and  citizens  of  the  United  States,  or  in  any  way  abridged,  except 
for  participation  in  rebellion,  or  other  crime,  the  basis  of  representation 
therein  shall  be  reduced  in  the  proportion  which  the  number  of  such  male 
citizens  shall  bear  to  the  whole  number  of  male  citizens  twenty-one  years 
of  age  in  such  state. 

Sec.  3.  No  person  shall  be  a  senator  or  representative  in  Congress,  or 
elector  of  President  and  Vice-President,  or  hold  any  office,  civil  or  mili- 
tary, under  the  United  States,  or  under  any  state,  who,  having  previonsly 
taken  an  oath  as  a  member  of  Congress,  or  as  an  officer  of  the  United 
States,  or  as  a  member  of  any  state  legislature,  or  as  an  executive  or  judi- 
cial officer  of  any  state,  to  support  the  constitution  of  the  United  States, 
shall  have  engaged  in  insurrection  or  rebellion  against  the  same,  or  given 
aid  or  comfort  to  the  enemies  thereof.  But  Congress  may,  by  a  vote  of  two- 
thirds  of  each  House,  remove  such  a  disability. 

Sec.  4.  The  validity  of  the  public  debt  of  the  United  States,  authorized 
by  law,  including  debts  incurred  for  payment  of  pensions  and  bounties  for 
services  in  suppressing  insurrection  and  rebellion,  shall  not  be  questioned. 
But  neither  the  United  States,  nor  any  state,  shall  assume  or  pay  any  debt 
or  obligation  incurred  in  aid  of  insurrection  or  rebellion  against  the 
United  States,  or  any  claim  for  the  loss  or  emancipation  of  any  slaves;  but 
all  such  debts,  obligations,  and  claims  shall  be  held  illegal  and  void. 

Sec.  5.  The  Congress  shall  have  power  to  enforce,  by  appropriate  legis- 
lation, the  provisions  of  this  article. 


LmooLN's  ANB  johnson's  adhinistbatiok.      403 

After  the  ameodment  '^  had  passed  the  fiery  ordeal  of  con- 
gressional debate/^  it  was  subjected  to  the  hostile  criticism  of 
the  President  *On  the  22d  of  June  he  sent  to  Congress  his 
veto  message ;  but  it  was  of  no  avail,  for  Congress  passed  th^ 
bill  hj  a  two-thirds  majority,  and  submitted  the  amendment 
to  the  states  for  ratification. 

A  homestead  bill  Mras  passed  by  this  Congress,  which  ap- 
plied to  public  lands  in  the  south,  the  features  of  previous 
Homestead  bills. 

THIRD   FREEDMEN'S  BUREAU  BILL. 

The  first  freedmen's  bureau  bill,  which  received  the  ap- 
proval of  Lincoln,  aimed  simply  to  give  the  freedmen  food 
and  clothing,  and  to  locate  them  upon  the  abandoned  and 
confiscated  lands  of  the  states  that  had  seceded.     It  was  de- 
fective in  that  it  provided  no  tribunal  for  bringing  violators  ' 
of  the  law  to  justice.     The  second  frcedmen's  bureau  bill,  on 
which  the  President  clogged  legislation,  March  27,  was  de- 
signed to  heal  the  defect  of  the  first  bill.     In  July,  1866,  a 
^hird  freedraen's  bureau  bill  was  passed  by  Congress  with  the 
j)urpo8e  of  amending  the  original  bill  as  to  judicial  measures 
ibr  the  enforcement  of  the  law  and  the  distribution  among 
the   blacks   of  the  confiscated  and  abandoned  lands  of  the 
2K)uth.     It  was  milder  than  the  one  thwarted  by  the  Executive 
in  February,  but  notwithstanding  this  the  President,  on  the 
16th  of  July,  vetoed  the  bill,  and  Congress,  on  the  same  day, 
2)assed  it  over  the  disapproval  of  that  official,  thereby  making 
it  a  law  of  the  land.     During  this  session  the  army  and  the 
revenue  tax  were  reduced,  and  the  grade  of  the  general  of  the 
;Eirmy  was  revived.     Congress  adjourned  July  28,  1866. 

REPUBLICAN   ADDRESS. 

The  angry  conflict  between  the  President  and  the  republi- 
<'an   majority  caused   the   republican  national  committee  to 
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issue  an  address  to  the  party  defining  the  differenc5e  between 
Congress  and  President  Johnson.  It  claimed  that  the  repub- 
lican plan  of  reconstruction  was  wise  and  honest,  and  that 
the  plan  of  the  President  would  enable  the  whites  lately  in 
rebellion  to  seize  the  reins  of  power  and  reduce  the  blacks  to 
slavery  under  some  plausible  name.  Three  members  of  the 
committee  were  expelled  because  they  had  sided  with  the 
President. 

State  elections,  held  in  autumn  of  1866,  indicated  the  ap- 
proval of  the  congressional  measures  of  reconstruction,  and 
thus  strengthened  the  efforts  of  the  majority  in  perfecting 
their  measures  for  the  restoration  of  the  Union. 

Congress  met  December  3,  1866,  and  renewed,  at  once,  the 
Thirty-ninth  Congress,  \  conflict  with  the  Executive.  A  bill 
Second  Session:  J  was  passed,  December  14,  giving  the 

right  to  vote  in  the  District  of  Columbia  to  persons  without 
any  distinction  on  account  of  color  or  race.  It  was  vetoed 
by  the  President,  on  the  7th  of  January,  1867,  but  it  became 
a  law  the  same  day,  having  been  re-enacted  by  the  proper 
constitutional  majority.  On  the  same  day,  Mr.  Ashley,  in 
the  House,  charged  the  President  with  high  crimes  and  mis- 
demeanors, and  offered  a  resolution  to  impeach  him.  A  com- 
mittee appointed  to  take  testimony  made  a  report  to  the 
House;  but  the  resolution  was  finally  lost  for  want  of  suffi- 
cient grounds  of  actiop.  h 

LIMITING  THE   PRESIDENT'S   POWER. 

The  majority  of  Congress,  unwilling  to  trust  the  President, 
and  fearing  that  he  designed  some  attack  upon  the  legislative 
branch  of  the  government,  aimed  persistently,  during  this 
session,  to  limit  the  powers  of  the  Executive.  A  bill  was 
passed  in  January,  which  took  from  the  President  the  power  to 
proclaim  general  amnesty.  The  right  of  Congress  to  do  this 
was  denied  by  Mr.  Johnson,  who  proceeded  to  i.ssue  addi- 
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tional  proclamations  of  amnestyy  claiming  that  the  constitu- 
tion gave  him  the  right.  ''Provision  was  made  for  the 
assembling  of  the  fortieth  Congress,  and  all  succeeding  Con- 
gresses, immediately  after  the  adjournment  of  the  preceding 
Congress."  The  clerk  of  the  House  was  authorized,  before  the 
meeting  of  that  body,  to  make  out  a  roll  of  members  regularly 
elected,  ''who  alone  should  take  part  in  the  organization  of 
the  House."  This  was  done  to  prevent  the  organization  of 
any  pseudo-Congress  by  southern  claimants  for  admission  in 
connection  with  northern  democrats. 

A  "rider"  attached  to  the  army  appropriation  bill,  took 
from  the  President  the  command  of  the  army,  by  providing 
that  executive  orders  to  it  should  be  given  only  through 
the  general  of  the  army,  who  should  not  be  removed  from 
office,  save  by  previous  act  of  the  Senate.  The  same  en- 
actment disbanded  all  the  militia  of  the  states  which  had 
recently  seceded.  The  President  stated  to  Congress  that  he 
approved  the  bill  as  to  the  appropriation ;  he  protested,  how- 
ever, against  the  "  rider,"  claiming  that  it  violated  guaran- 
tees of  the  constitution,  in  depriving  eleven  states  of  their 
militia,  and  the  Executive  of  the  command  of  the  army. 

A  bill  for  the  admission  of  Nebraska  became  a  law  in  Feb- 
ruary, having  been  passed  over  the  President's  veto.  It 
stipulated  that  Nebraska  should  never  deny  the  right  of 
voting  to  any  person  on  account  of  his  race  or  color.  Con- 
gress, by  appropriate  legislation,  authorized  federal  courts  to 
issue  writs  of  habeas  corpus  when  any  person  was  deprived 
of  liberty. 

THE   RECONSTRUCTION    BILL. 

On  the  6th  of  February,  1867,  Mr.  Stephens  reported  to 
the  House  a  bill  to  provide  efficient*  governments  for  the 
states  lately  in  insurrection.  The  states  of  Virginia,  North 
Carolina,  South  Carolina,  Georgia,  Mississippi,  Alabama, 
Louisiana,  Florida,  Texas,  and  Arkansas  were  divided  into 
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five  military  districts,  each  under  the  government  of  a  mili- 
tary officer,  who  should  govern  them  by  civil  tribunals 
whenever  he  should  decide  these  more  appropriate  than  mili- 
tary commissions.  Provisions,  in  detail,  were  given  for  the 
establishment  of  government  according  to  the  wish  of  Con- 
gress. The  bill  provided  that  when  the  states  mentioned 
should  have  ratified  the  proposed  fourteenth  amendment,  and 
established  free  constitutions,  satisfactory  to  Congress,  and 
not  conflicting  with  the  constitution  of  the  United  States, 
they  should  be  entitled  to  resume  their  original  status  with 
the  federal  government  as  before  the  war,  and  their  repre- 
sentatives and  senators  should  be  admitted  to  their  seats  in  the 
national  legislature. 

Nearly  two  years  had  now  elapsed  since  the  surrender  of 
Lee  before  Congress  adopted  any  plan  of  reconstruction.  It 
is  probable  that  had  the  ten  states  mentioned,  ratified  the  pro- 
posed fourteenth  amendment,  which  had  been  submitted  the 
preceding  June,  the  reconstruction  bill  of  March  2,  1867, 
would  never  have  been  devised.  This  seems  apparent,  for 
Tennessee  had  ratified  this  amendment  on  the  26th  of  July, 
1866,  and  had  been  admitted  to  her  representation  in  Con- 
gress as  a  reconstructed  state.  The  bill  was  incomplete,  but 
this  defect  was  removed  by  subsequent  legislation.  The  plan 
of  reconstruction  thus  set  forth  by  Congress  was  an  entire 
reversal  of  the  President's  policy,  ignoring  the  governments 
formed  thereby,  and  restoring  them  in  such  a  way  as  to  se- 
cure the  results  of  the  war  as  understood  by  the  republicans. 
It  became  the  signal  of  an  earnest  debate,  showing  great  di- 
versity on  the  republican  side,  and  meeting  in  the  strongest 
terms  condemnation  by  the  democrats.  Mr.  McDougall  pro- 
nounced it  "black  as  night  and  hideous  as  black;"  while 
another  democrat  regarded  it  as  the  death-knell  to  tlie  worst 
enemy  of  his  country,  and  that  was  the  republican  party.  It 
passed  both  houses,  and  was  vetoed  by  the  Executive  on  the 
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2d  of  March,  1867.  His  message  was  an  elaborate  paper,  in 
which  he  inveighed  against  the  unconstitutionality  and  parti- 
sanship of  the  measure,  and  the  hardship  of  keeping  ten 
states  without  representation  in  Congress.  He  warned  the 
national  legislature  "  to  pause  in  the  course  of  legislation 
which,  looking  solely  to  the  attainment  of  political  ends,  fails 
to  consider  the  rights  it  transgresses,  the  law  which  it 
violates  or  the  institutions  which  it  imperils."  Notwithstand- 
ing this  warning,  Congress  immediately  passed  the  bill  over 
the  veto,  and  thus  one  of  the  first  measures  of  what  was 
termed  "congressional  reconstruction'*  became  the  law  of  the 
land. 

TENURE-OF-OFFICE   ACT. 

The  same  day  on  which  Mr.  Johnson  vetoed  the  "recon- 
struction bill"  Congress  passed  the  "teuure-of-oflSce  act"  over 
the  President's  objections.  It  had  been  held  from  the  time 
of  Washington  that  the  consent  of  the  Senate  was  necessary 
in  making  an  appointment,  but  the  power  of  removal  was  en- 
tirely with  the  President.  According  to  this  interpretation 
it  was  thought  that  after  th(*  adjournment  of  Congress  the 
Executive  would  engage  in  a  wholesale  removal  of  public  of- 
cials.  To  prevent  this,  the  "  tenure-of-office  bill "  was  passed. 
It  provided  that  civil  officers  should  remain  in  their  positions 
until  their  successors  should  be  qualified;  that  the  cabinet 
should  hold  over  the  President's  term  of  office,  and  should 
be  removable  only  with  the  Senate's  approval ;  that  the  Presi- 
dent might  suspend  any  civil  officer  while  Congress  was  not 
in  session,  but  he  could  not  remove  such  official ;  that  in  case 
of  removal,  if  the  Senate,  at  its  next  session,  did  not  concur 
in  the  suspension,  the  officer  should  resume  his  official  duties; 
and  that  any  vacancy  by  death  or  resignation  might  be  filled 
by  the  President  while  Congress  was  not  in  session.  Any  ex- 
ercise of  office  contrary  to  this  act  was  declared  to  be  a  high 
misdemeanor,  punishable  by  fine  and  imprisonment,  or  both. 
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This  provision  was  apparently  with  a  view  to  future  imix^ch- 
ment.  Nebraska  became  a  state  of  the  Union  on  the  first  of 
March.     Congress  adjourned  March  3,  1867. 

Congress  met  in  extra  session  Mardi  4,  18G7,  with  a  repub- 
Fortieth  Congress,  1  lican  majority  in  both  branches.  Schny- 
Firet  Extra  Session,  i  ler  Colfax  was  re-elected  si>eaker  of  the 
House.  This  session,  following  immediately  the  preceding 
session,  was  held  mainly  for  the  purpose  of  restraining  the 
President  in  carrying  out  his  southern  j>olicy.  The  main 
feature  of  this  session  was  the  passage  of  a  reconstruction 
act,  supplemental  to  the  one  passed  on  the  2d  of  March, 
which  was  confessedly  incomplete.  The  new  act  contained 
nine  sections,  carrying  out  more  minutely  the  provisions  of 
the  first.  It  was  passed  by  both  houses  of  Congress,  Mari*h 
19,  vetoed  March  23,  and  on  the  same  day  rejwissed  by  a  vote 
of  114  to  25  in  the  House,  and  in  the  Senate  bv  a  vote  of 
40  to  7.  All  those  who  voted  nav  were  democnits ;  all  thf»><* 
who  voted  yea  were  rej)ul)licans,  except  Mr.  Johnson,  a  dem- 
ocratic senator  from  Mnrvland,  who  favored  tiie  bill.  The 
bill  provided  that  i\\v  commanding  jxeneml  of  each  military 
district  should  onler  a  reiristration  of  all  the  male  citizens  in 
his  district  who  were  qualified  to  vote,  according  to  the  pro- 
visions of  the  act,  and  who  should  take  tlic  oath  of  fealtv 
j)reserii)ed  ;  that  he  should  order  an  election  of  delegates  by 
those  thus  registered,  to  a  convention  for  fmming  a  new  con- 
stitution, with  all  the  necessary  ordinances  for  j)utting  tlu 
constitution  and  government  into  operation  ;  that  for  making 
th(»  registration,  holding  the  election,  counting  the  votes,  and 
making  returns  he  should  appoint  the  j)roper  officers  ;  that 
he  should  convene  the  delegates  tiius  chosen,  artd  submit  the 
new  (constitution  to  be  accepted  or  rejected  by  the  registered 
voters;  and  that  he  should  transmit  the  constitutiim,  if  rati- 
fied, to  the  President  for  Congress  ;  and  if  Congress  should 
decide  that   the   j)ro visions  of  the   act    were  fully  complied 
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■ 

with,  any  such  state  should  be  admitted  into  the  Union  in 
the  persons  of  the  senators  and  representatives  therefrom. 
After  passing  the  bill,  the  two  houses  took  a  recess  till  the 
3d  of  July.  Their  presiding  officers  were  authorized  to  ad- 
journ them  till  the  meeting  of  the  next  regular  session,  if  a 
quorum  should  be  wanting  on  the  first  mentioned  day.  Con- 
gress adjourned  March  30,  1867. 

Congress  met  July  3,  1867.     Each  house  had  a  quorum. 

Fortieth  Congress,        \  This  was  caused  by  the  construction 

Second  Extra  Session.  /  which    Attorney  -General    Stanbery 

liad  put  upon  the  new  reconstruction  acts.     This  meeting 

^vas  at  an  unusual  time,  and  was  well  understood  to  be  an 

undisguised  expression  of  distrust  of  the  President,  and  of  a 

determination  to  check,  if  possible,  any  acts  of  the  Executive 

"%vhich  the  legislative   branch  would   condemn.     With    this 

«  )bject  in  view,  several  bills  were  at  once  introduced.     On 

^hc  8th  of  July,  Mr.  Stevens  reported  a  bill  supplemental 

^o  the  acts  of  March  2  and  23,  explaining  their  intent  and 

t~aeaning,  and  providing  that  no  district  commander  should  be 

rrelieved  without  the  consent   of  the  Senate.     The  time  of 

egistration  was  also  extended.     It  passed  both  houses   of 

bngress,  July  13,  and  was  vetoed  by  the  President,  July 

.9;  but  on  the  same  day  both  houses  repassed  it  over  the 

reto.     It  was  favored  by  30  republican  senators,  and  opi)()sed 

y  6  democratic.    In  the  House  the  yeas  were  100,  all  repub- 

X  ican,  and  the  nays  22,  all  democratic.     Congress  adjourned 

July  20,  1867. 

ATTP:MPTED    removal   of   secretary    STANTON. 

On  the  5th  of  August,  1867,  Mr.  Johnson,  having  a  dislike 
^r  Edwin  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War,  notified  him  that 
^*  public  considerations  of  a  hi^i  character"  compelled  the 
Executive  to  ask  the  secretary  to  resign.     Mr.  Stanton  re- 
plied:    "I  have  the  honor  to  say  that  public  considerations 
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of  a  high  character,  which  alone  have  induced  me  to  continue 
at  the  head  of  this  dej)artnient,  constrain  me  not  to  resign 
the  office  of  secretary  of  war  before  the  next  meeting  of  Con- 
gress." Seven  days  after  this  he  was  sus{x^nded  by  Mr. 
Johnson  under  the  provisions  of  the  "  tenure-of-office  bill,"  and 
General  Grant  was  appointed  secretary  of  war  ad  interim. 
When  the  General  accepted  the  position,  Mr.  Stanton  wrote 
to  the  President,  "  I  have  no  alternative  but  to  submit  to  su- 
perior force." 

Congress  met  November  21,  1867,  but  nothing  of  especial 
Fortieth  Congress,  )  i)olitical  importance  occurred  during 
Third  Extra  Session.  /  the  session,  owing  to  the  short  time 
which  elapsed  before  the  opening  of  the  regular  session.  Con- 
gress adjourned  December  2,  1867,  with  the  opening  of  the 
first  regular  session. 

Congress  met  December  2,  1867.  The  impeachment  of 
Fortieth  Congress,  1  President  Johnson  was  the  leading  topic 
First  Session.  J  of  interest  at  this  session.     On  the  14th 

of  Januarv,  18G8,  tlio  Senate  refusod  to  concMir  in  tlie  removal 
of  Mr.  Stanton,  and  the  latti^r  n<rain  resumed  his  oflicr,  which 
General  Grant  had  promptly  abandoned.  Tlie  President  now 
determined  to  force  an  issue  with  Congress  by  disobeying  the 
"tenure-of-offiee  bill."  On  the  21st  of  Februarv  he  issued 
an  order  to  Mr.  Stanton,  which  reads  as  follows: 

**  Hy  virtue  of  the  powTr  and  authority  vested  in  me  as 
Prcsiilent  bv  the  constitution  and  laws  of  the  United  States, 
v(^u  are  hereby  removed  from  office  as  secretary  for  the  de- 

•  •  • 

partnient  of  war,  and  your  functions  as  such  will  terminate 
U])on  the  receipt  of  this  eommunieation.  You  will  transfer 
to  Brevet  Major-General  Lorenzo  Thomas,  adjutant-general 
of  the  army,  who  has  this  day  been  authorized  and  emj)ow- 
ered  to  act  as  secretary  of  war  ad  infer! m,  all  records,  books, 
pa]>ers,  and  otiier  public  property  now  in  your  custody  an<l 
<*harire." 
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The  order  to  General  Thomas  reads : 

"The  Hon.  Edwin  M.  Stanton,  having  been  this  day  re- 
moved from  office  as  secretary  for  the  department  of  war,  you 
are  hereby  authorized  and  empowered  to  act  as  secretary  of 
war  ad  interim,  and  will  immediately  enter  upon  the  discharge 
of  the  duties  pertaining  to  that  office.  Mr.  Stanton  has  been 
instructed  to  transfer  to  you  all  the  records,  books,  and  other 
public  property  now  in  his  custody  and  charge.'' 

These  orders  having  been  officially  communicated  to  the 
Senate,  that  body,  after  an  earnest  debate,  passed  the  follow- 
ing resolution  : 

"  Resolved  by  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  That  under  the 
constitution  and  laws  of  the  United  States,  the  President  has 
no  power  to  remove  the  secretary  of  war  and  designate  any 
other  officer  to  perform  the  duties  of  that  office." 

The  President,  in  a  message  to  the  Senate,  argued  that  he 
had  the  right  of  removing  Mr.  Stanton  and  appointing  an- 
other to  fill  his  place,  not  only  under  the  constitution,  but 
also  under  existing  laws.  The  point  of  his  argument  is, 
that  by  a  special  proviso  in  tenure-of-office  bill  the  various 
secretaries  of  departments  "  shall  hold  their  offices  resj>ect- 
ively  for  and  during  the  term  of  the  President  by  whom  they 
may  have  been  appointed,  and  for  one  month  thereafter,  sub- 
ject to  removal  by  and  with  the  advice  of  the  Senate."  The 
President  affirmed  that  Mr.  Stanton  was  appointed  not  by 
him,  but  by  his  predecessor,  Mr.  Lincoln,  and  held  office 
only  by  the  suffijrance,  not  the  appointment,  of  the  present 
Executive ;  and  that  therefore  his  tenure  was,  by  the  express 
reading  of  the  law,  excepted  from  the  general  provision,  that 
every  person  duly  appointed  to  office,  "  by  and  with  the  ad- 
vice and  consent  of  the  Senate,"  should  be  "entitled  to 
hold  office  until  a  successor  should  have  been  in  like  manner 
appointed  and  duly  qualified,  except  as  herein  otherwise  pro- 
vided."    The  essential   point  of  the  President's  argument. 
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therefore,  was  that,  as  Mr.  Stanton  was  not  appointed  by  him, 
he  had,  under  the  t^nure-of-office  bill,  the  right  at  any  time 
to  remove  him ;  the  same  right  which  his  own  successor 
would  have,  no  matter  whether  the  incumbent  had,  by  sufllr- 
ance,  not  by  appointment  of  the  existing  Executive,  held  the 
office  for  weeks  or  even  years.  "  If,"  says  the  President,  "  my 
successor  would  have  the  power  to  remove  Mr.  Stanton,  after 
permitting  him  to  remain  a  i>criod  of  two  weeks,  because  lie 
was  not  appointed  by  him,  I,  who  have  tolerated  Mr.  Stanton 
for  more  than  two  years,  certainly  have  the  same  right  to 
remove  him,  upon  the  same  ground,  namely,  that  he  was  not 
appointed  by  me,  but  by  my  predecessor." 

In  the  meantime  General  Thomas  presented  himself  at  the 
war  department  and  demanded  to  be  placed  in  the  i>osition  to 
which  he  had  been  assigned  by  the  President.  Mr.  Stanton 
refused  to  surrender  his  post,  and  ordered  General  Thomas 
to  proceed  to  the  apartment  which  belonged  to  him  as  adju- 
tant-general. This  order  was  not  obeyed,  and  so  the  two 
claimants  to  the  secretaryship  of  war  held  their  ground.  A 
sort  of  legal  by-play  then  ensued.  Mr.  Stanton  entered  a 
formal  complaint  before  Judge  Carter,  chief  justice  of  the 
Supreme  Court  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  charging  that 
General  Thomas  had  illegally  exercised  and  attempted  to 
exercise  the  duties  of  secretary  of  war ;  and  had  threatened 
to  "forcibly  remove  the  complainant  from  the  biiildings  and 
apartments  of  the  secretary  of  war  in  the  war  department, 
and  forcibly  take  possession  and  control  thereof  under  his 
pretended  appointment  by  the  President  of  the  United  States 
as  secretary  of  war  ad  interim; '^  and  praying  that  he  might 
be  arrested  and  held  to  answer  this  charge.  General  Thomas 
was  accordingly  arrested,  and  held  to  bail  in  the  sum  of 
$15,tX)0  to  appear  before  the  court  on  the  24th.  Appearing 
on  that  day,  he  was  discharged  from  custody  and  bail ;  where- 
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upon  he  entered  an  action  against  Mr.  Stanton  for  false  im- 
prisonment^ laying  his  damages  at  $150,000. 

IMPEACHMENT  TRIAL. 

On  the  22d  of  February  the  House  committee  on  recon- 
struction, through  its  chairman,  Mr.  Stevens/  presented  a 
brief  report,  merely  stating  the  fact  of  the  attempted  removal 
by  the  President  of  Mr.  Stanton,  and  closing  as  follows : 

"Upon  the  evidence  collected  by  the  committee,  which  is 
hereafter  presented,  and  in  virtue  of  the  powers  with  which 
they  have  been  invested  by  the  House,  they  are  of  the  opinion 
that  Andrew  Johnson,  President  of  the  United  States,  should 
be  impeached  of  high  crimes  and  misdemeanors.  They 
therefore  recommend  to  the  House  the  adoption  of  the  fol- 
lowing resolution : 

"  Resolved,  That  Andrew  Johnson,  President  of  the  United 
States,  be  impeached  of  high  crimes  and  misdemeanors." 

Nine  articles  of  impeachment  were  prepared  by  a  commit- 
tee of  seven,  consisting  of  Boutwell,  Stevens,  Bingham,  Wil- 
son, Logan,  Julian,  and  Ward.  The  first  article  charges  the 
President  of  violating  the  "  tenure-of-oflSce  act"  in  the  re- 
moval of  Secretary  Stanton,  and  the  second  article,  in  the  ap- 
pointment of  Lorenzo  Thomas  as  secretary  of  war  ad  interim. 
The  third  article  is  nearly  the  same  as  the  second,  but  the 
fourth  article  charges  him  with  "  conspiring  with  one  Lorenzo 
Thomas,  and  other  parties,  to  the  House  of  Representatives 
unknown,"  to  prevent,  by  intimidations  and  threats,  Mr. 
Stanton,  the  legally  appointed  secretary  of  war,  from  holding 
that  office.  Article  five  charges  that  the  President  hindered 
the  execution  of  the  "tenure-of-oflBce  act,"  and  article  six, 
that  he  conspired  with  General  Thomas  and  others  to  take 
forcible  possession  of  the  war  department.  Article  seven  re- 
peats the  charge  in  other  terms,  and  article  eight  again 
charges  him  with  conspiring  to  take  possession  of  the  prop- 
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erty  in  the  war  department.  The  ninth  article  charges  him 
with  an  attempt  to  induce  General  Emory  to  violate  the  law 
and  to  obey  orders  issued  directly  from  the  President.  These 
articles  were  adopted,  and  managers  on  the  part  of  the  House 
to  conduct  the  impeachment  before  the  Senate  were  chosen, 
after  some  discussion.  The  managers  consisted  of  Stevens, 
Butler,  Bingham,  Boutwell,  Wilson,  Williams,  and  Logan. 

Most  of  the  democratic  representatives  entered  a  formal 
protest  against  the  whole  course  of  proceedings  involved  in 
the  impeachment  of  the  President.  This  protest  was  signed 
by  forty-five  democratic  members  of  the  House,  who  claimed 
that  they  represented,  directly  or  in  principle,  more  than  one- 
half  of  the  people  in  the  United  States. 

On  the  3d  of  March,  the  board  of  managers  presented  two 
additional  articles  of  impeachment,  which  the  House  adopted. 
The  first  one  is,  in  substance,  as  follows : 

"The  President,  unmindful  of  the  high  duties  of  his  office 
and  of  the  harmony  and  courtesies  which  ought  to  be  main- 
tained between  the  executive  and  legislative  branches  of  the 
government  of  the  Unitcnl  States,  d(^signin<r  to  set  aside  the 
rightful  authority  and  powers  of  Congress,  did  attempt  to 
bring  into  disgrace  the  Congress  of  the  IJniti'd  States  and  the 
several  branches  thereof,  to  impair  and  destroy  the  regard 
and  respect  of  all  the  good  people  of  th(^  Unite<l  States  tor 
the  Congress  and  legislative  power  thereof,  aixl  to  exejto  the 
odium  and  resentment  of  all  the  good  j)eople  of  the  Unite <1 
States  against  Congress  and  the  laws  by  it  enacted  ;  and  in 
pursuance  of  his  said  design  openly  and  |>iil)liely,  and  before 
divers  assemblages  convened  in  divers  parts  then^d*  to  meet 
and  receive  said  Andrew  Jolinson  as  the  chief  magistrate  of 
the  United  States,  did  on  the  18th  day  of  August,  in  the  year 
of  our  Lord  ISGO,  and  on  divers  other-  days  and  times,  a> 
well  before  as  afterward,  make  and  deliver  with  a  loud  voice 
certain  intemperate,  inflammatory,  and  scandalous  harangues. 
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cmd  did  therein  utter  loud  threats  and  bitter  menaces  as  well 
sgainst  Congress  as  the  laws  of  the  United  States  duly  enacted 
thereby/' 

To  this  article  are  appended  copious  extracts  from  speeches 
of  Mr.  Johnson.  The  second  article  is  substantially  as  fol- 
lows: 

"The  President  did,  on  the  18th  day  of  August,  1866,  at 
the  city  of  Washington,  by  public  speech,  declare  and  affirm 
in  substance  that  the  Thirty-ninth  Congress  of  the  United 
States  was  not  a  Congress  of  the  United  States,  authorized  by 
the  constitution  to  exercise  legislative  power  under  the  same, 
l)ut,  on  the  contrary,  was  a  Congress  of  only  a  part  of  the 
states,  thereby  denying  and  intending  to  deny  that  the  legis- 
lation of  said  Congress  was  valid  or  obligatory  upon  him, 
except  in  so  far  as  he  saw  fit  to  approve  the  same,  and  did 
<levise  and  contrive  means  by  which  he  might  prevent  ICdwin 
31.  Stanton  from  forthwith  resuming  the  functions  of  the  office 
c>f  secretary  for  the  department  of  war ;  and,  also,  by  further 
^lulawfuUy  devising  and  contriving  means  to  prevent  the  ex- 
ecution of  an  act  entitled  ^\n  act  making  appropriations  for 
the  support  of  the  army  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 
3868,  and  other  purposes,'  approved  March  2, 18G7  ;  and  also 
"Xo  prevent  the  execution  of  an  act  entitled  'An  act  to  pro- 
^•ide  for  the  more  efficient  government  of  the  rebel  states/ 
passed  March  2,  1867,  did  commit  and  was  guilty  of  a  high 
Jinisdemeanor  in  office/' 

On  the  4th  of  March  the  Senate  infi)rmod  the  House  that 
^hey  were  ready  to  receive  the  managers  of  tlie  impeachment. 
The  next  day  the  Senate  was  formally  organi/.ed  as  a  court, 
presided  over  by  Chief  Justice  Chase.  On  the  13th  of  the 
month  the  President  appeared  by  his  counsel,  ITon.  Henry 
Stanbery,  Hon.  William  M.  Evarts,  Hon.  William  S.  Grocs- 
beck,  Hon.  Benjamin  R.  Curtis,  and  Hon.  Thomas  A.  R. 
[Nelson.     The  prosecution  began  on  the  30th  of  March,  and 
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the  whole  day  was  occupied  by  the  opening  speech  of  Mr. 
Butler.  The  opening  speech  for  the  defense  was  made  by 
Mr.  Curtisy  and  occupied  the  whole  of  Thursday,  April  9, 
:and  a  part  of  the  following  day. 

The  trial  lasted  until  May  16,  when  three  of  the  main  ar-* 
tides  were  voted  on.  The  vote  for  conviction  was  35^  and 
for  acquittal  19,  five  republican  senators  voted  with  fourteen 
democrats  for  acquittal.  It  thus  became  evident  that  two- 
thirds  of  the  senators  would  not*  vote  for  conviction.  With- 
out waiting  to  vote  on  the  remaining  articles,  the  Senate 
abandoned  the  trial,  and  as  a  court  adjourned  sine  die.  Chief 
Justice  Cliase  ordered  a  verdict  of  acquittal  to  be  entered  on 
the  record,  and  Mr.  Stataton  resigned  his  office  as  secretary 
of  war. 

The  impeachment  trial  did  not  soften  the  political  difibr- 
•ences  between  the  President  and  the  republicans,  nor  did  the 
&ilure  weaken  the  ranks  of  the  party.  Mr.  Johnson  pursued 
his  policy  till  the  end,  except  where  checked  by  Congress, 
and  retired  to  Tennessee,  "apparently  having  gained  the  love 
of  early  political  associates  in  his  native  state.*^  Congress 
adjourned  July  27,  1868. 

REPUBLICAN   NATIONAL  CONVENTION. 

The  republican  national  convention  met  at  Chicago,  May 
20,  1868,  and  nominated  Ulysses  S.  Grant,  of  Illrnois,  and 
Schuyler  Colfax,  of  Indiana.  The  platform  adopted  held 
that  the  southern  states  could  be  readmitted  onlv  on  condi- 
tions  satisfactory  to  Congress,  since  they,  by  seceding,  aban- 
doned and  lost  their  position  in  the  Union.  The  reconstruc- 
tion measures  of  Congress  were  approveil,  and  the  protection 
of  equal  suffrage  in  the  south  was  declared  to  be  a  business 
of  the  national  legislature.  The  declaration  of  principles 
consisted  of  fourteen  planks.  Benjamin  F.  Wade  and  Rob- 
ert E.  Fenton  were  chief  competitors  of  Mr.  Colfax. 
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THE   DEMOCRATIC  NATIONAL    CONVENTION. 

The  democratic  party  held  its  national  convention  in  Tam- 
many Hall,  New  York  city,  on  the  4th  of  July,  and  after 
repeated  ballots,  finally  compromised  on  its  presiding  officer, 
Horatio  Seymour,  of  New  York,  notwithstanding  declara- 
tions on  his  part  that  such  a  selection  would  be  against  his 
will.  Francis  P.  Blair,  jr.,  of  Missouri,  was  nominated  for 
Vice-President. 

PRESIDENTIAL   ELECTION   OF   1868. 

An  active  canvass  followed  these  nominations,  the  repub- 
licans making  much  out  of  the  brief  expression,  "  let  us 
have  peace,''  which  was  uttered  by  Grant  in  his  letter  of  ac- 
ceptance. The  expression  was  employed  to  tone  down  race 
and  sectional  differences,  which  were  regarded  as  greatly 
injuring  the  peace  of  the  country.  Democratic  electors  were 
chosen  by  five  southern  states,  and  by  New  York,  New  Jer- 
sey and  Oregon. 

It  was  alleged  that  New  York  was  carried  by  frauds  in 
New  York  city.  AH  the  other  states  chose  republican  elec- 
tors save  Texas,  Georgia,  Virginia,  and  Mississippi,  which 
had  not  yet  complied  with  the  congressional  plan  of  recon- 
struction, and  consequently  were  not  re-admitted.  The  result 
of  the  election  would  seem  to  settle  the  rule  that  Congress 
has  the  right  to  fill  a  gap  in  the  constitution  and  lay  down 
rules  for  the  re-admission  of  any  state  which  formally  casts 
off  allegiance  to  the  general  government  and  is  reduced  to 
submission.  It  was  for  this  right  of  Congress  that  the  repub- 
licans contended,  while  the  democrats,  aided  by  the  President^ 
maintained  that  the  right  belonged  to  the  Executive. 

27 
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'  Congress  met  December  7, 1868,  but  the  session  "was  not 
Fortieth  Congress, )  distinguished  for  party  contest,  save  that 
Second  Session.      J  pertaining  to 

THE  FIFTEENTH  AMENDMENT. 

On  the  11th  of  January,  1869,  Representative  Boutwell  re* 
ported  a  joint  resolution  proposing  an  amendment  to  the  con- 
stitution, which  proposed  that  a  citizen's  right  to  vote  should 
not  be  abridged  by  reason  of  race,  color,  or  previous  condi- 
tion of  slavery.  An  animated  discussion  of  the  subject  began 
on  the  22d  of  the  month,  and  called  forth  elaborate  speeches 
thereon.  Quite  a  number  of  amendments  were  offered  by  the 
republicans  before  that  wording  was  reached,  which  met  the 
approbation  of  the  party.  On  the  25th  of  February  the 
resolution  had  been  so  amended  and  pruned  as  to  require  na 
further  modification,  and  read  as  follows : 

1.  ''The  right  of  citizens  of  the  United  States  to  vote  shall 
not  be  abridged  by  the  United  States,  or  by  any  state,  on  ac- 
count of  race,  color,  or  previous  condition  of  servitude. 

2.  "  The  Congress  shall  have  power  to  enforce  this  article 
by  appropriate  legislation." 

In  this  form  the  resolution,  as  amended,  was  carried  by  the 
necessary  two-thirds  vote,  and  became  the  fifteenth  amend- 
ment to  the  constitution.  It  was  opjwsed  by  the  democrats 
and  a  few  republicans.  The  leading  ground  of  opposition 
w&s,  that  the  amendment  did  not  accord  with  the  constitution. 
On  being  ratified  by  three-fourths  of  the  states  the  fifteenth 
amendment  was  declared  to  be  in  force  March  30,  1870,  and 
thus  became  a  part  of  the  fundamental  law  of  the  land. 

The  electoral  votes  were  counted  in  Februarj',  1869,  and 
were  found  to  be  214  for  Grant  and  Colfax,  and  80  for  Sev- 
mour  and  Blair,  provided  the  vote  of  Georgia  were  allowed, 
and  71  without  it;  but  the  vote  of  Georgia,  not  affecting  the 
result,  was  not  taken  into  consideration,  and  the  question  con- 
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eeming  it  was  left  undecided.  The  candidates  receiving  the 
greatest  nomber  of  votes  were  declared  elected.  Congress 
adjourned  March  3, 1869,  and  March  4,  Grant  and  Colfiuc 
were  sworn  into  office.  Thus  closed  the  bitter  political 
straggles  of  Johnson's  administration. 
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1868.— REPUBLICAN  PLATFORM, 

QiieagOf  May  20, 

1.  We  congratulate  the  country  on  the  assured  success  of  the  feconstmc- 
tion  policy  of  Congress,  as  evidenced  by  the  adoption,  in 'the  majority  of 
the  states  lately  in  rebellion,  of  constitutions  securing  equal  civil  and  po- 
litical  rights  to  all ;  and  it  is  the  duty  of  the  government  to  sustain  those 
institutions  and  to  prevent  the  people  of  such  states  from  being  remitted 
to  a  state  of  anarchy. 
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2.  The  guarantee  by  Congress  of  equal  suffrage  to  all  loyal  men  at  the 
south  was  demanded  by  every  consideration  of  public  safety,  of  gratitude, 
and  of  justice,  and  must  be  maintained  ;  while  the  question  of  suffrage  in 
ail  the  loyal  states  properly  belongs  to  the  people  of  those  states. 

3.  We  denounce  all  forms  of  repudiation  as  a  national  crime;  and  the 
national  honor  requires  the  payment  of  the  public  indebtedness  in  the  ut- 
termost good  faith  to  all  creditors  at  home  and  abroad,  not  only  accord- 
ing to  the  letter,  but  the  spirit,  of  the  laws  under  which  it  was  contracted. 

4.  It  is  due  to  the  labor  of  the  nation  that  taxation  should  be  equalized 
and  reduced  as  rapidly  as  the  national  faith  will  i)ermit. 

5.  The  national  debt,  contracted  as  it  has  been  for  the  preservation  of 
the  Union  for  all  time  to  come,  should  be  extended  over  a  fair  period  for 
redemption ;  and  it  is  the  duty  of  Congress  to  reduce  the  rate  of  interest 
thereon  whenever  it  can  be  honestly  done. 

6.  That  the  best  policy  to  diminish  our  burden  of  debt  is  to  so  improve 
our  credit  that  capitalists  will  seek  to  loan  us  money  at  lower  rates  of 
interest  than  we  now  pay,  and  must  continue  to  pay,  so  long  as  repudia- 
tion, partial  or  total,  open  or  covert,  is  threatened  or  suspected. 

7.  The  government  of  the  United  States  should  be  administered  with  the 
strictest  economy;  and  the  corruptions  which  have  been  so  shamefully 
nursed  and  fostered  by  Andrew  .Johnson  call  loudly  for  radical  reform. 

8.  We  profoundly  deplore  the  tragic  death  of  Abraliam  Lincoln,  and 
regret  the  accession  to  the  presidency  of  Andrew  Johnson,  who  has  acted 
treacherously  to  the  people  who  elected  him  and  the  cause  he  was  pledged 
to  support;  who  has  usur|)ed  high  legislative  and  judicial  functions;  who 
has  refused  to  execute  the  laws;  who  has  useti  his  high  office  to  induce 
other  officers  to  ignore  and  violate  the  laws  ;  who  has  employed  his  execu- 
tive powers  to  render  insecure  the  property,  the  peace,  liberty,  and  life  of 
the  citizen  ;  who  luis  abused  the  pardoning  power  ;  who  has  denounced  the 
national  legislature  as  unconstitutional ;  who  has  ix^rsistently  and  cor- 
ruptly resisted,  by  every  means  in  his  power,  every  proper  attempt  at  the  re- 
construction of  the  states  lately  in  rebellion  ;  who  has  perverted  the  public 
patronage  into  an  engine  of  wholesale  corruption  ;  and  who  has  been 
justly  impeached  for  high  crimes  and  misdemeanors,  and  proix?rly  pro- 
nounced guilty  thereof  by  the  vote  of  thirty-five  senators. 

9.  The  doctrine  of  Great  Britain  and  other  European  powers,  that  be- 
cause a  man  is  once  a  subject  he  is  always  so,  must  be  resisted  at  every 
hazard  by  the  I?nite<l  States,  as  a  relic  of  feudal  times,  not  authorized  by 
the  laws  of  nations,  and  at  war  with  our  national  honor  and  independence. 
Naturalized  citizens  are  entitled  to  protection  in  all  their  rights  of  citizen- 
ship as  though  they  were  native-born  ;  and  no  citizen  of  the  United  States, 
native  or  naturalized,  must  be  liable  to  arrest  and  imprisonment  by  any 
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foreign  power  for  acts  done  or  words  spoken  in  this  country ;  and,  if  so 
arrested  and  imprisoned,  it  is  the  duty  of  the  government  to  interfere  in 
his  behalf. 

10.  Of  ail  who  were  faithful  in  the  trials  of  the  late  war,  there  were 
none  entitled  to  more  especial  honor  than  the  brave  soldiers  and  seamen 
who  endured  the  hardships  of  campaign  and  cruise,  and  imperiled  their 
lives  in  the  service  of  the  country.  The  bounties  and  pensions  provid«Hi 
by  the  laws  for  these  brave  defenders  of  the  nation  are  obligations  never 
to  be  forgotten ;  the  widows  and  orphans  of  the  gallant  dead  are  the  wards 
of  the  people — a  sacred  legacy  bequeathed  to  the  nation's  protecting  care. 

11.  Foreign  immigration,  which  in  the  past  has  added  so  much  to  the 
wealth,  development,  and  resources,  and  increase  of  power  to  this  republic, 
the  asylum  of  the  oppressed  of  all  nations,  should  be  fostered  and  encour- 
aged by  a  liberal  and  just  policy. 

12.  This  convention  declares  itself  in  sympathy  with  all  oppressed  peo- 
ple who  are  struggling  for  their  rights. 

13.  That  we  highly  commend  the  spirit  of  magnanimity  and  forbear- 
ance with  which  men  who  have  served  in  the  rebellion,  but  who  now 
frankly  and  honestly  co-operate  with  us  in  restoring  the  peace  of  the  coun- 
try and  reconstructing  the  southern  state  governments  upon  the  basis  of 
impartial  justice  and  equal  rights,  are  received  back  into  the  communion 
of  the  loyal  people;  and  we  favor  the  removal  of  the  disqualifications  and 
restrictions  imjwsed  ujx^n  the  late  rebels,  in  the  same  measure  as  ihe  spirit 
of  dislovaltv  shall  die  out,  and  as  mav  be  consistent  with  the  safety  of  the 
loyal  people. 

14.  That  we  recocrnize  the  ^reat  principles  laid  down  in  the  immortal 
declaration  of  in<lo|>en<lence,  as  the  true  foundation  of  democratic  govern- 
ment ;  an<l  we  hail  with  gladness  every  effort  toward  making  these  princi- 
ples a  living  reality  on  every  inch  of  American  soil. 


1868.— DEMOCRATIC  PLATFORM, 

New  York^  July  4. 

The  democratic  party,  in  national  convention  assemhleil,  rejwsing  its 
trust  in  the  intellii^enoe,  patriotism,  and  disoriminatinj»  ju*;tice  of  the  peo- 
ple, stantlini?  uj^wn  the  constitution  as  the  foun<lation  an<l  limitation  of  the 
powers  of  the  government  and  the  giiarnntee  of  the  lil>erties  of  the  t  itizen. 
and  recoffuizini;  the  <|uestions  of  slavery  and  se<'ession  a^^  having  l>een  set- 
tle<l,  for  all  time  to  come,  bv  the  war  or  the  voluntary  action  of  the  south- 

•  a 

em  states  in  constitutional  conventions  ass<'mhU»il,  ami  never  to  be  revived 
or  reagitated,  do,  with  the  return  of  |>eace,  demand — 
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1.  IminediBte  restoration  of  all  the  states  to  their  rights  in  the  Union 
under  the  coostitation,  and  of  civil  government  to  the  American  people. 

SL  Amnesty  for  all  past  political  offenses,  and  the  regulation  of  the  eleo- 
iive  franchise  in  the  states  by  their  citizens. 

8.  Payment  of  the  public  debt  of  the  United  States  as  rapidly  as  practi- 
cable—all moneys  drawn  from  the  people  by  taxation,  except  so  much  as 
is  requisite  for  the  necessities  of  the  government,  economically  adminis- 
tered, being  honestly  applied  to  such  payment ;  and  where  the  obligations 
of  the  government  do  not  expressly  state  upon  their  face,  or  the  law  under 
which  they  were  issued  does  not  provide  that  they  shall  be  paid  in  coin, 
they  ought,  in  right  and  in  justice,  to  be  paid  in  the  lawful  money  of  the 
United  States. 

4.  Equal  taxation  of  every  species  of  property  according  to  its  real 
Talue,  including  government  bonds  and  other  public  securities. 

5.  One  currency  for  the  government  and  the  people,  the  laborer  and  the 
office-holder,  the  pensioner  and  the  soldier,  the  producer  and  the  bond- 
holder. * 

6.  Economy  in  the  administration  of  the  government ;  the  reduction  of 
the  standing  army  and  navy ;  the  abolition  of  the  freedmen's  bureau,  and 
all  political  instrumentalities  designed  to  secure  negro  supremacy ;  simpli- 
fication of  the  system  and  discontinuance  of  inquisitorial  modes  of  assess- 
ing and  collecting  internal  revenue  ;  that  the  burden  of  taxation  may  be 
equalized  and  lessened,  and  the  credit  of  the  government  and  the  currency 
made  good ;  the  repeal  of  all  enactments  for  enrolling  the  state  militia 
into  national  forces  in  time  of  peace;  and  a  tariff  for  revenue  upon  foreign 
imports,  and  such  equal  taxation  under  the  internal  revenue  laws  as  will 
afford  incidental  protection  to  domestic  manufactures,  and  as  will,  with- 
out impairing  the  revenue,  impose  the  least  burden  upon,  and  best  promote 
and  encourage,  the  great  industrial  interests  of  the  country. 

7.  Beform  of  abuses  in  the  administration ;  the  expulsion  of  corrupt  men 
from  office ;  the  abrogation  of  useless  offices ;  the  restoration,  of  rightful 
authority  to,  and  the  independence  of,  the  executive  and  judicial  depart- 
ments of  the  government ;  the  subordination  of  the  military  to  the  civil 
power,  to  the  end  that  the  usurpations  of  Congress  and  the  despotism  of  the 
aword  may  cease. 

8.  Equal  rights  and  protection  for  naturalize<l  and  native-bom  citizens, 
at  home  and  abroad ;  the  assertion  of  American  nationality  which  shall 
command  the/espect  of  foreign  powers,  and  furnish  an  example  and  en- 
couragement to  people  struggling  for  national  integrity,  constitutional  lib- 
erty, and  individual  rightvs;  and  the  maintenance  of  the  rights  of  natural- 
ized citizens  against  the  absolute  doctrine  of  immutable  allegiance  and  the 
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claims  of  foreign  powers  to  punish  them  for  alleged  crimes  committed 
beyond  their  jurisdiction. 

In  demanding  these  measures  and  reforms,  we  arraign  the  radical  partj 
for  its  disregard  of  right  and  the  unparalleled  oppression  and  tyranny 
which  have  marked  its  career.  After  the  most  solemn  and  unanimous 
pledge  of  both  houses  of  Congress  to  prosecute  the  war  exclusively  for  the 
maintenance  of  the  government  and  the  preservation  of  the  Union  under 
the  constitution,  it  has  repeatedly  violated  that  most  sacred  pledge  under 
which  alone  was  rallied  that  noble  volunteer  army  which  carried  our  flag 
to  victory.  Instead  of  restoring  the  Union,  it  has,  so  far  as  in  its  power, 
dissolved  it,  and  subjected  ten  states,  in  time  of  profound  peace,  to  mili- 
tary despotism  and  negro  supremacy.  It  has  nullified  there  the  right  of 
trial  by  jury  ;  it  has  abolished  the  habeas  corpus,  that  most  sacred  writ  of 
liberty ;  it  has  overthrown  the  freedom  of  speech  and  press ;  it  has  substi- 
tuted arbitrary  seizures  and  arrests,  and  military  trials  and  secret  star- 
chamber  inquisitions,  for  the  constitutional  tribunals ;  it  has  disregarded, 
in  time  of  peace,  the  right  of  the  people  to  be  free  from  searches  and  seiz- 
ures ;  it  has  entered  the  post  and  telegraph  offices,  and  even  the  private 
rooms  of  individuals,  and  seized  their  private  papers  and  letters,  without 
any  specific  charge  or  notice  of  affidavit,  as- required  by  the  organic  law. 
It  has  converted  the  American  capitol  into  a  bastile ;  it  has  establbhed  a 
system  of  spies  and  official  espionage  to  which  no  constitutional  monarchy 
of  Europe  would  now  dare  to  resort.  It  has  abolished  the  right  of  ap(>eal 
on  important  constitutional  questions,  to  the  supreme  judicial  tribunal8« 
and  threatens  to  curtail  or  destroy  its  original  jurisdiction,  which  is  irrev- 
ocably vested  by  the  constitution;  while  the  learned  Chief  Justice  has 
been  subjected  to  the  most  atrocious  calumnies,  merely  because  he  would 
not  prostitute  his  high  office  to  the  supjwrt  of  the  false  and  partis:ii> 
charges  preferred  against  the  President.  Its  corruption  and  extravagance 
have  exceeded  anything  known  in  history  ;  and,  by  its  frauds  and  monojto- 
lies,  it  has  nearly  doubled  the  burden  of  the  debt  created  bv  the  war.  It 
has  stripped  the  President  of  his  constitutional  power  of  appointment,  even 
of  his  own  cabinet.  Under  its  repeated  assaults,  the  pillars  of  the  govern- 
ment are  rocking  on  their  base;  and  should  it  succeed  in  November  next, 
and  inaugurate  its  President,  we  will  meet,  as  a  subjected  and  conquereii 
people,  amid  the  ruins  of  liberty  and  the  scattered  fragments  of  the  con- 
stitution. 

And  we  do  declare  and  resolve  that  ever  since  the  people  of  the  United 
States  threw  ofTall  subjection  to  the  British  crown,  the  privilege  and  trust 
of  suffrage  have  belonged  to  the  several  states,  and  have  been  grante^l, 
regulated,  and  controlled  exclusively  by  the  political  |X)wer  of  each  state 
respectively;  and  that  any  attempt  by  Congress,  on  any  pretext  whatever* 
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to  deprive  any  state  of  this  right,  or  interfere  with  its  exercise,  is  a  flagrant 
usurpation  of  power  which  can  find  no  warrant  in  the  constitution,  and,  if 
sanctioned  by  the  people,  will  subvert  our  form  of  government,  and  can 
end  only  in  a  single,  centralized,  and  consolidated  government,  in  which 
the  separate  existence  of  the  states  will  be  entirely  absorbed,  and  an  un- 
qualified despotism  be  established  in  place  of  a  federal  union  of  co-equal 
states.  And  that  we  regard  the  construction  acts  (so  called)  of  Congress 
as  usurpations,  and  unconstitutional,  revolutionary,  and  void. 

That  our  soldiers  and  sailors,  who  carried  the  flag  of  our  country  to  vic- 
tory against  the  most  gallant  and  determined  ioe,  must  ever  be  gratefully 
remembered,  and  all  the  guarantees  given  in  their  favor  must  be  faithfully 
carried  into  execution. 

That  the  public  lands  should  be  distributed  as  widely  as  possible  among 
the  people,  and  should  be  disposed  of  either  under  the  pre-emption  of 
homestead  lands  or  sold  in  reasonable  quantities,  and  to  none  but  actual 
occupants,  at  the  minimum  price  established  by  the  government.  When 
grants  of  public  lands  may  be  allowed,  necessary  for  the  encouragement  of 
important  public  improvements,  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  of  such  lands,  and 
not  the  lands  themselves,  should  be  so  applied. 

That  the  President  of  the  United  States,  Andrew  Johnson,  in  exercising 
the  power  of  his  high  office  in  resisting  the  aggressions  of  Congress  upon 
the  constitutional  right,s  of  the  states  and  the  people,  is  entitled  to  the 
gratitude  of  the  whole  American  people;  and,  on  behalf  of  the  democratic 
party,  we  tender  him  our  thanks  for  his  patriotic  efforts  in  that  regard. 

Upon  this  platform,  the  democratic  party  appeal  to  every  patriot,  in- 
cluding all  the  conservative  element  and  all  who  desire  to  supjwrt  the  con- 
stitution and  restore  the  Union,  forgetting  all  past  differences  of  opinion,, 
to  unite  with  us  in  the  present  great  struggle  for  the  liberties  of  the  people  > 
and  that  to  all  such,  to  whatever  party  they  may  have  heretofore  belonged 
we  extend  the  right  hand  of  fellowship,  and  hail  all  such,  co-operating 
with  us,  as  friends  and  brethren. 

Bewlved,  That  this  convention  sympathizes  cordially  with  the  working- 
men  of  the  United  States  in  their  efforts  to  protect  the  rights  and  interests 
of  the  laboring  classes  of  the  country. 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  convention  are  tendered  to  Chief  Justice 
Salmon  P.  Ohjuse,  for  the  justice,  dignity,  and  impartiality  with  which  he 
presided  over  the  court  of  impeachment  on  the  trial  of  President  Andrew 
Johnson. 
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CHAPTER  XX. 
GRANT'S  ADMINISTRATIONS. 

1869—1877. 

grant's   INAUGURAL  ADDRESS. 

General  Grant  was  inaugurated  March  4,  1869,  as  the 
eighteenth  President  of  the  United  States.  He  intimated  in 
his  address  that  it  would  be  the  policy  of  his  administration 
to  secure  as  far  as  possible,  prosperity  throughout  the  Union ; 
first,  by  strict  integrity  in  fulfilling  our  national  obligations; 
second,  by  securing  protection  to  the  person  and  property  of 
the  citizens  in  the  United  States  in  every  portion  of  our  com- 
mon country  without  reference  to  original  nationality,  color, 
politics,  or  religion,  demanding  of  each  obedience  to  the  law.s 
and  respect  for  the  rights  of  others ;  and  third,  by  uniting  all 
the  states  into  an  indestructible  union,  with  equal  constitu- 
tional guarantees. 

The  selection  of  cabinet  officers  created  the  impression  that 
the  administration  of  the  new  President  would  be  personal 
rather  than  political.  If  this  was  his  intention  his  opinion 
was  quickly  changed  after  some  political  experience. 

Congress  met  March  4,  1869,  with  a  large  republican  ma- 
Forty-flrst  Congress,  1  jority  in  both  branches.  James  G. 
Extra  Session.  /  Blaine,  a  leading  parliamentarian,  was 

speaker  of  the  House. 

On  the  admission  of  Mississippi  and  Texas  a  political 
struggle  occurred  in  Congress.  These  states  had  not  ratified 
the  fourteenth  amendment  and  were  not  reconstructed.  On 
the  10th  of  April  a  bill  was  passed  which  authorized  their 
people  to  vote  on  the  constitution  already  prepared  by  the 
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state  conventions,  and  to  elect  state  officers  and  members  of 
Congress.  The  act  required  that  these  states  should  ratify 
the  fourteenth  and  fifteenth  amendments  before  readmission 
to  the  Union.  The  republicans  in  passing  the  measure  were 
opposed  by  the  democrats.  Congress  adjourned  April  23, 
1869. 

KU-KLUX    KLAN. 

At  the  close  of  the  war  thousands  of  northern  men  settled 
in  the  south.  They  were  denounced  as  political  adventurers 
by  those  who  prided  themselves  in  being  "irreconcilable" 
and  "  unreconstructed '^  and  who  opposed  the  fourteenth  and 
and  fifteenth  amendments,  and  the  freedmen's  bureau  acts. 
They  regarded  the  northern  settlers  with  great  ill-will  and 
styled  them  "  carpet-baggers."  The  "  irreconcilables  "  organ- 
ized themselves  into  secret  societies  with  a  view  to  afright  the 
ex-slaves  from  participating  in  the  elections,  and  to  warn  the 
**  carpet-baggers "  to  leave  the  country.  The  "Ku-Klux 
Klan "  was  known  in  some  places  as  the  "  Pale  Faces,"  and 
in  others  as  the  "Knights  of  White  Camelia."  The  object 
of  the  organization  broadened  with  the  difficulties  which  it 
occasioned.  General  Forest  testified  that  the  order  was  pre- 
valent in  all  parts  of  the  confederacy ;  that  it  was  so  secret 
that  its  constitution  was  handed  from  member  to  member 
anonymously ;  that  it  was  composed  of  southern  citizens  as  dis- 
tinguished from  carpet-baggers ;  that  it  sent  out  armed  men 
who  patrolled  communities,  intimidating  and  whipping  men 
and  committing  murder  and  other  crimes,  for  which  they 
were  never  caught  or  punished ;  and  that  the  chiefs  of  the 
order  could  not  name  anyone  who  had  documents  that  would 
throw  more  definite  light  upon  the  history  of  the  "  klan " 
than  that  which  he  had.  General  John  B.  Gordon  gave  a  tes- 
timony which  accorded  with  that  of  General  Forest,  and 
.*<tated  that  negroes  and  republicans  did  not  belong  to  the  or- 
der.    So  great  was  the  alarm  caused  by  the  "  Ku-Klux"  that 
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the  governor  of  Tennessee,  in  1868,  called  an  extra  session 
of  the  legislature  to  provide  measures  of  protection  against 
the  order.  A  committee  of  the  legislature  reported  that  the 
terror  was  so  great  that  the  best  citizens  dare  not  express 
their  opinions ;  that  the  officers  of  the  law  dared  not  to  en- 
force its  provisions ;  that  no  one  dared  give  information  as  to 
the  perpetrators  of  outrages  because  no  man  could  tell  but 
that  he  might  be  the  next  victim,  and  that  for  six  months, 
saying  nothing  of  other  outrages,  the  murders  alone  had 
averaged  not  less  than  one  in  each  twenty-four  hours.  So 
violent  were  the  acts  of  the  "Ku-Klux"  that  the  popular 
vote  as  claimed  by  the  republicans  in  the  southern  states  was 
greatly  influenced.  A  congressional  committee  reported  that 
in  North  Carolina  the  vote  had  in  two  years  been  modified 
twenty-two  thousand ;  in  Texas  nearly  thirty-six  thousand ;  in 
Georgia  nearly  fifty-two  thousand ;  in  Louisiana  over  seventy 
thousand,  and  similarly  modified  in  other  states.  The  demo- 
cratic minority  of  the  committee  which  made  this  report, 
denied  this,  and  asserted  that  the  change  in  the  vote  was 
occasioned  by  the  disgust  of  the  people  with  the  "carpet-bag*' 
governments.  The  congressional  committee  elicited  the  in- 
formation that  in  fourteen  counties  of  North  Carolina  there 
were  eighteen  murders  and  three  hundred  and  fifteen  whip- 
pings ;  in  twenty-nine  counties  of  Georgia  there  were  seventy- 
two  murders  and  one  hundred  and  twenty-six  whippings ;  in 
twenty-six  counties  of  Alabama  two  hundred  and  fifteen  mur- 
ders and  one  hundred  and  sixteen  other  outrages;  and  in 
Louisiana  in  1868  there  were  more  than  one  thousand  mur- 
ders. The  testimony  was  that  the  whippings  were  to  convert 
the  victims  to  a  "  white  man's  government,"  and  that  the 
murders  were  to  get  rid  of  those  who  were  regarded  an  in- 
jury to  the  order. 
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decision  of  the  supreme  cx)urt  on  the  reconstruction 

acts  of  congress. 

In  1869  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  in  the 
case  of  Texds  vs.  White^  sustained  the  constitutionality  of  the 
reconstruction  acts ;  held  that  the  ordinances  of  secession  had 
been  absolutely  null ;  that  the  seceding  states  having  no  right 
to  secede  had  never  been  out  of  the  Union ;  that  during  and 
after  the  rebellion  they  had  no  governments  competent  to 
represent  them  in  their  relations  with  the  general  govern- 
ment; and  that,  therefore,  the  legislative  department  had  the 
right  to  re-establish  the  relations  of  any  confederate  state  to 
the  Union.  This  decision  strengthened  the  republicans  in 
their  position  and  aided  the  President  in  the  work  of  recon- 
struction. The  assaults  of  the  democrats  upon  congressional 
reconstruction  were  modified,  and  in  time  reconstruction 
ceased  to  be  the  pivot  around  which  the  minor  political  issues 
of  their  party  revolved. 

Congress  met  December  6,  1869.  The  work  of  the  session 
Forty-flrst  Congress,  1  was  devoted  principally  to  reconstruc- 
First  Session.  J  tion,  four  states  being  readmitted. 

READMISSION   OF   STATES. 

Virginia  was  readmitted  January  25,  1870;  Mississippi, 
February  23, 1870 ;  Texas,  March  30, 1870,  and  Georgia,  July 
15,  1870.  Preceding  this  session,  Tennessee  ^vas  admitted 
July  24,  1866  ;  Arkansas,  June  22,  1868,  and  North  Carolina, 
South  Carolina,  Louisiana,  and  Florida,  in  1868.  All  of  these 
states  were  required  to  ratify  the  fifteenth  an^endment. 

ENFORCEMENT   OF   THE    FIFTEENTH    AMENDMENT. 

Congress  passed  a  bill.  May  30,  1870,  to  enforce  the  fif- 
teenth amendment.  It  authorized  the  President  to  use  the 
army  to  prevent  violations  of  the  law  and  made  penal  any 
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interterence  by  firaud  or  force  with  the  right  of  full  and 
manhood  suflfrag^.     The  bill  was  opposed  by  all  the  demc^  -^^ 
crats^  and  supported  by  the  republicans. 

GUARDING    THE    BALIX)T-BOX. 

An  act  was  pase?etl  to  amend  the  naturalization  laws  whic  -sc^»ch 
made  the  use  of  false  naturalization  papers  a  penal  offenijc^  TT^^y 
and  authorized  the  appointment  of  federal  supervisors   6:^c:^*>» 
elections  in  cities  of  over  20,000  inhabitants.     To  these  oflficcr"^  -^ 
it  gave  the  power  of  arresting  for  any  offense  committed  im  ^  ^^ 
their  view,  and  allowed  alien  Africans  the  right  of  naturaliza-^^B=^" 
tion.     The  democrats  antagonized  the  bill  urging  that  it  gav» — ;-^^'^ 
extraordinary  power  to  federal  super\-ision,  while  the  repub^ci^"- 
licans  claimed  that  Seymour  had  carried  New  York  by  nat-.:^'-^^' 
uralization  frauds  in  New  York  City,  citing  in  support  oik  ^uo* 
their  position  the  unprecedented  vote  polled.     Horace  Greelevi^'^^  ^^ 
said  that  in  one  of  the  citv  wards  more  votes  had  been  casr^?«-^^^ 
for  governor  than  there  were  in  it,  "men,  women,  children. -M^^ '^^i 
cats  and  dogs.*'     Congress  adjourned  July  15,  1870. 

LEGAT.ITY   OF   GREENBACKS. 

Greenback  notes,  by  an  act  of  Congress,  in  1 862,  wercE^"^  '^^ 
made  a  loiral  tender,  and  until  18t>9  thev  passed  as  such.  Theoi^x  m  n 
demoi'nits  pn-^testetl  against  the  act,  claiming  that  the  rigbtT  ^^  *?" 
to  issue  jxijvr  money  belonged  to  the  states,  and  not  to  Con —  ^^  ^° 
gress.  The  Supreme  Court,  at  its  December  term,  1869,^^*^' 
decided  that  the  act  of  Congress  was  unconstitutional.  The^3^^^  "* 
court,  in  its  comj>o>ition,  happened  to  be  democratic.  Tof -^  *^* 
avoid  the  effects  of  its  decision,  the  republicans  secured  an^:^  -^"^^ 
increase  of  two  in  the  number  of  Supreme  justices,  one  hy^'^^^-^- 
filling  a  vacancy,  and  tht*  other  by  creating  an  additional  I  ^^ 
justiceship.     After  the  {political  complexion  of  the  court  wa>  ^^-  ^ 

changed,  the  constitutionality  of  the  legal   tender  act  wa^    ^ ^,^ 

again  brought  up,  and  in  March,  1870,  the  court,  with  Chief 
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Justice  Chase  presiding,  reversed  the  decision  made  the  pre- 
ceding December.  This  was  a  partisan  struggle  before  the 
court,  in  which  the  republicans  were  successful.  Though 
their  position  was  an  abandonment  of  the  Jacksonian  theory 
of  hard  money,  it  is  apparent  that  the  greenbacks  enabled 
the  government  to  press  the  war  with  twice  the  vigor  it  could 
have  exerted  without  them.  A  consistent  course  in  this 
struggle  was  not  maintained  by  either  party.  Democrats 
who  had  been  out  of  the  Union,  and  had  advocated  the  issue 
of  the  same  class  of  money  by  the  confederate  Congress,  now 
sided  with  the  northern  democrats  on  the  plea  of  unconstitu- 
tionality. The  difference  was  only  in  the  ability  to  redeem, 
and  this  ability  depended  upon  success  in  arms — the  very 
thing  the  issue  was  designed  to  promote.  The  last  decision, 
despite  its  partisan  surroundings  and  opposition,  soon  won 
popularity,  and  this  popularity  was  subsequently  taken  as  the 
groundwork  of  the  greenback  party. 

Congress  met  December  5,  1870,  with  61  republicans  and 
Porty-flrst  Congress,  1  13  democrats  in  the  Senate,  and  172 
Second  Session.  J  republicans  and  71  democrats    in  the 

House.    Reconstruction  having  been  completed,  all  the  states 
were  represented.      In  the    President's  annual  message,  he 
advocated  the   annexation  of  San  Domingo  to  the  United 
States,  giving  as  reasons  for  its  annexation,  that  as  a  naval 
station  it  would  facilitate  American  operations  in  the  gulf, 
and  while  belonging  to  a  foreign  power,  in  time  of  war  it 
would  prove  a  depot  for  dangerous  warlike   preparations. 
He   had  negotiated  a  treaty  the    preceding  year,  with  the 
President  of  the  republic  of  San  Domingo ;  but  it  had  been 
rejected  in  the  Senate,  meeting  with  earnest  opposition  from 
Charles  Sumner.     Congress  authorized  the  President  to  send 
three  commissioners  to  the  island,  and  report  upon  the  de- 
sires of  the  people  in  regard  to  annexation.     Their  report 
was  favorable,  but  the  project,  being  opposed  by  the  greater 
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portion  of  the  republican  press  and  by  Congress,  was  aban- 
-doned.  The  question  had  little  political  significance,  and  was 
probably  never  designed  to  have. 

AMENDATORY   ENFORCEMENT  ACT. 

The  continued  resistance  to  the  operations  of  the  fifteenth 
:amendment,  in  the  south,  induced  Congress  to  pass  an  addi- 
tional law  for  its  enforcement.  This  was  an  extension  of  the 
powers  granted  to  federal  supervisors  and  marshals  by  the 
first  enforcement  act.  It  gave  the  circuit  courts  of  the  United 
States  exclusive  jurisdiction  of  all  cases  under  the  provisions 
of  the  act  and  its  supplement.  These  courts  were  authorized 
to  punish  state  officers  who  should  attempt  to  interfere  with 
such  cases  in  contempt  of  the  court's  jurisdiction.  The 
measure  was  passed  February  28,  1871,  and  was  advocated 
by  the  republicans,  and  resisted  by  the  democrats.  Congress 
appointed  a  committee  to  investigate  the  condition  of  affairs 
in  the  southern  states. 

CIVIL   SERVICE   REFORM. 

A  bill  authorizing  the  President  to  begin  a  reform  in  the 
civil  service  was  passed  March  3,  1871.  He  appointetl  a 
commission  for  the  purpose  of  devising  rules  for  the  reforma- 
tion of  the  civil  service.  The  law  authorizes  the  President 
to  prescribe  for  admission  into  the  civil  service  such  regula- 
tions as  will  best  promote  the  efficiency  thereof,  and  asi'ertain 
the  fitness  of  each  applicant  for  the  department  of  service 
which  he  wishes  to  enter.  When  first  presented,  the  question 
was  not  political,  and  both  parties  thought  that  something 
good  had  been  attained.  But  when  the  bill  was  before  Con- 
gress the  democrats  resisted  it  with  great  earnestness.  The 
republicans,  however,  under  strict  party  discipline,  |>assed 
the  bill,  which  was  promptly  approved  by  the  President, 
*"  who,  by  this  time,  was  classed  as  the  most  radical  of  the 
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radicals/'  The  law,  by  the  opposition,  was  denounced  as 
being  but  little  less  obnoxious  than  the  sedition  law  of  1798. 
But  little  was  done  during  the  administration  toward  ex- 
tending the  regulations  of  the  act. 

THE   ALABAMA   CLAIMS. 

The  claims  of  the  United  States  against  Great  Britain  ar- 
rising  from  the  depredations  of  confederate  privateers,  and 
notably  of  the  Alabama,  were  referred  May  8,  1871,  by  the 
treaty  of  Washington,  to  arbitrators.  These  were  appointed 
from  Brazil,  Italy,  and  Switzerland,  at  the  invitation  of  Great 
Britain  and  the  United  States,  and,  on  the  14th  of  September, 
1872,  they  gave  to  the  United  States  gross  damages  amount- 
ing to  $15,500,000.  The  meeting  of  the  arbitrators  was  at 
Geneva,  Switzerland. 

Congress  met  March  4,  1871,  with  a  republican  majority 
Forty-second  Congress,  1  in  both  branches,  though  the  demo- 
Extra  Session.  /  crats  had  made  considerable  gains. 
With  the  object  of  enforceing  more  rigidly  the  observance  of 
the  fourteenth  amendment,  the  republicans  passed  what  the 
democrats  called  the 

FORCE  BILL. 

The  act  allowed  suits  in  the  United  States  courts  against 
persons  who  should  deprive  others  of  the  rights  of  citizenship, 
and  made  the  takmg  away  of  any  one's  rights  as  a  citizen  a 
penal  offense.  It  also  provided  that  neglect  by  any  state 
government  to  suppress  such  conspiracies,  or  their  refusal  to 
ask  aid  from  the  President,  should  be  regarded  a  denial  by 
such  commonwealth  of  the  equal  j)rotection  of  the  laws  under 
the  fourteenth  amendment.  It  furthur  declared  such  con- 
spiracies rebellion  against  the  government  of  the  United 
States,  and  authorized  the  President,  when  he  should  deem 
proper,  to  suspend  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  in  any  district, 
28 
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and  suppress  by  the  army  and  navy  any  such  insurrection.  Th 
democrats  claimed  that  the  bill  was  to  revive  a  waning 
litical  power  in  the  south  and  save  the  carpet-bag  govern -tf^^*^" 
ments  in  that  section.  Not  long  afterwards  it  was  oppose<^-^^^^ 
by  prominent  republicans,  such  as  Butler,  Curtis,  and  Julian«i*i-^n 
Congress  adjourned  April  20,  1871. 

Congress  met  December  4,  1871,  and  was  noted  forth^*Jlh( 
Forty -second  Congress, )  efforts  made  by  the  democrats  to  pas:^^  -^s 
First  Session.  /bills  which  would  remove  the  polit^^  iit- 

cal  disabilities  of  former  confederates.  The  republicans  de-^3^  Be- 
feated  all  their  efforts  at  this  session  by  invariably  amending  -«^^g 
the  propositions  by  attaching  Sumner's  supplementar}'  ciyiiS:  ^^*il 
rights  bill,  which  was  designed  to  prevent  discriminatioz:  ^cj^on 
against  colored  oeople  by  hotels,  carriers,  or  licensed  servant«=-^^  ts. 

THE   AMNESTY    BILL. 

As  something  of  compromise  the  amnesty  bill  was  pass< 
May  22,  1872,  after  an  understanding  to  exclude  from  iW  i  ^^' 
provisions  all  the  prominent  military  and  civic  officials  of  th  m^  ^'^' 
confederacy,  amounting  in  all  to  about  three  hundred  an>  ^^  ^"' 
fifty  persons.     The  amnesty  bill  is  as  follows : 

^^  Be  it  enactcdy  That  all  legal  and  political  disabilities  inir*^^  *"^ 
posed  by  the  third  section  of  the  fourteenth  article  of  thcl^  '^^^ 
amendments  of  the  constitution  of  the  United  States  arx:  M^^^^ 
hereby  removed  from  all  jK^rsons  whomsoever,  except  senator*^  «__^'-»n 
and  representatives  of  the  36th  and  37th  Congress,  officers  i  i  '° 
the  judicial,  military,  and  naval  service  of  the  UnitcKl  State: -':^^*^  -^\ 
heads  of  departments,  and  foreign  ministers  of  the  Unite-c^  ^^ 
States." 

Disabilities  from  these  officials  were  subsequently  remove^ii^  ^^' 
by  various  acts,  Jefferson  Davis  alone  being  excepted.  Th<*K'  *    '^' 
occurred  this  session  a  great  debate  on  a  resolution  introduct-^s^^^"*' 
into  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Sumner,  authorizing  the  i n vest i gat i c  ^-^<^o 
of  the  French   side   of  arms  bv   our  government.     Senate*      ^^^ 
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Schurz  spoke  very  ably  in  support  of  the  resolution.  The 
debate  closed  March  5,  and  a  committee  of  investigation  was 
then  appointed.  It  reported  the  following  May,  exonorating 
the  government  and  its  officials  from  fraudulent  designs  or 
violation  of  neutrality  laws. 

On  the  31st  of  May,  Mr.  Sumner  denounced  the  adminis- 
tion,  claimed  that  General  Grant  had  made  a  plaything  and  a 
perquisite  of  the  presidency,  charged  him  with  nepotism  in 
the  appointment  of  officers,  asserted  that  public  affiiirs  had 
been  conducted  so  as  to  secure  his  re-election,  and  appealed 
to  the  republican  party  to  discard  General  Grant,  and  insti- 
tute in  the  administration  of  government  both  purity  and  re- 
form.    An  unpleasantness  had  existed  for  some  time  between 
Mr.  Sumner  and  the  Presidcntbecause  the  latter  attempted  to 
negotiate  a  treaty  with  the  republic  of  San  Domingo,  without 
consulting  the  former,  who  was  chairman  of  the  committee 
on  foreign  affairs,  and  because  from  this  position  he  was  re- 
moved by  the  influence  of  the  President,  as  was  charged  by 
the  friends  of  Mr.  Sumner.  Congress  adjourned  June  10, 1872. 

LIBERAL    REPUBLICAN    NATIONAL   CONVENTION. 

The  republican  party,  which  controlled  the  legislature  of 
Missouri  in  1870,  split  into  two  parts  on  the  question  of  re- 
moving disabilities  imposed  upon  confederates  by  the  state 
constitution  during  the  war.  The  partisans  favoring  the  re- 
moval of  disqualifications  were  headed  by  B.  Gratz  Brown 
and  Carl  Schurz,  and  they  styled  themselves  "  liberal  repub- 
licans." Their  opponents  in  the  same  party  accepted  the 
name  of  "radical  republicans,"  an  appellation  given  them  by 
the  liberals.  Those  supporting  the  departure  from  the  "  radi- 
cals "  quickly  allied  themselves  with  -the  democrats,  and  the 
combination  carried  the  state  by  40,000  majority.  Such  a 
movement  as  the  "bolters"  thus  initiated  in  Missouri  had 
been  indicated  by  Horace  Greeley,  and  his  course  pointed  out 


436  HISTORY   OF  AMERICAN   POLITICS 

the  fact  that  he  desired  to  be  the  champion  of  the  new  c:^-^^' 
ganization.      The   "liberal"   movement   ^vas   supported  ^^     . 
Whitelaw   Reid,    Horace   White,   Murat    Halstead,   Hen      ^^ 
Watterson,  Charles  Francis  Adams,  Senator  Sumner,  Jud^   *g^ 
Trumbull,  and  other  men  of  ability ;  but  Greeley  was  tK^  '^^ 
recognized  head  of  the  "departuie." 

They  condemned  the  enforcement  acts  of  Congress,  clainK=:3Hn- 
ing  that  they  promoted  a  war  of  races  in  the  south  instead  f^^    of 
suppressing  it,  and  were  designed  more  for  advancing  thea^— ^^d- 
herents  of  the  President  than  benefiting  the  country.     Thi^J^  ^y 
charged  the  executive  with  aiming  at  the  establishment  of     ^  "  ^ 
military  despotism.     Many  attached  themselves  to  the  mov^      ^^' 
ment  who  had  been  unrewarded  for  their  services  in  the  r^^ — ^^ 
publican   party.     The   Missouri   state   convention   of  "liUi^  -^"' 
erals,"   at   Jefferson    City,  January  24,  1872,  issued   a  ca-^^*=^ 
for  a  national  convention  of  the  liberal  republican  party,  t^       -^^ 
be  held  at  Cincinnati  on  the  first  of  May.     The  conventio-^^^  ^^^ 
was  held  at  the  appointed  time  and  place  with  Carl  Schurzac^     rv-^^ 
permanent  chairman.     Horace  (jreelev,  Charles  Francis  Ai£-^  ^\^' 
ams,  B.  Gratz  Brown,  Jacob  D.  Cox,  Andrew  G.  Curtirm  ^  ^^^" 
David  Davis,  John  M.  Palmer,  and  Lyman  Trumbull  wer«*^^'^^^ 
prominent  candidates.     After  considerable  changing  of  vote:^-^^  ^ 
Horace  Greeley,    on    the   sixth    ballot,    was    declared    dull^-^     - 
chosen.     Governor  B.  Gratz  Brown,  of  Missouri,  was  electe^-^-^  ^ 
candidate  for  the  Vice-Presidency.    The  editor  of  the  Chicwjs^^^  ^'^^ 
Tribune,  Mr.  Horace  White,  was  chairman  of  the  coramitte-o^  ^^ 
on  resolutions.     He  rej)orted  a  platform  consisting  of  twelv^-^  ^ 
phinks,  which  favored  the  union  of  those  who  had  been  ^\^<^  ^-^^' 
erod  by  past  strife;  and  resolved  in  favor  of  a  pure,  honest  ^=='^ ^^' 
and  constitutional  government.     After  their  national  ticke"*  ^^"^ 
was  sch^tcd  tlie  original  leaders  prepared  for  a  fusion  of  dem 
ocrats  and  liberal  republicans  by  inducing  the  former  at  theii  -n^^^^ 
next  convention,  to  adopt  the  **  liberal -^  platform  as  enun^:^^  ^^" 
ciated  at  Cincinnati. 
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republican  national  convention. 

The  republicans  met  la  national  convention  at  Philadel- 
phia,  June  5,  1872.  The  next  day,  on  the  first  and  only 
ballot  for  Presidential  nominee,  General  Grant  received  762 
votes,  this  being  the  unanimous  support  of  the  delegates. 
Schuyler  Colfax  and  Henry  Wilson  were  candidates  for  the 
second  place  on  the  ticket,  but  with  a  desire  to  favor  the  re- 
publican voters  of  New  England  and  prevent  two  candidates 
coining  from  the  west,  the  latter  was  chosen.  Mr.  Col&x 
thus  shared  the  fate  of  Hannibal  Hamlin  in  1864. 

A  platform  was  adopted  that  called  for  a  continuance  of 
repressive  measures  "against  individuals  and  states  in  the 
south,  until  civil  rights  and  the  right  of  suffrage  should  be 
finally  secured  to  the  ex-slaves." 

DEMOCRATIC    NATIONAL   CONVENTION. 

The  national  convention  of  the  democratic  party  was  held 
at  Baltimore,  July  9,  Mr.  James  R.  Doolittle,  of  Wisconsin, 
being  permanent  chairman.  The  party,  owing  to  the  greatly 
changed  condition  of  affairs  effected  by  the  war,  had  deter- 
mined upon  a  new  departure  in  politics,  and  the  division  in 
the  republican  party  furnished  a  suitable  opportunity.  The 
committee  on  resolutions,  July  10,  reported  in  favor  of  the 
Cincinnati  platform,  and  the  convention  received  and  adopted 
the  report.  The  Cincinnati  candidates,  Greeley  and  Brown, 
were  endorsed,  and  the  fusion  sought  by  the  "liberals"  was 
completed.  The  combination  received  the  name  of  the  'lib- 
eral republican  democratic  party." 

STRAIGHT-OUT    DEMOCRATIC   CONVENTION. 

There  were  old-lino  and  conservative  democrats,  proud  of 
their  party  and  its  grand  history,  who  were  displeased  with 
the  action  of  the  Baltimore  convention.     These,  numbering 
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six  hundred,  met  in  convention  at  Louisville,  September  3, 
and  James  Lyons  was  selected  as  permanent  chairman.  A 
letter  from  Charles  O'Conor,  reviewing  the  pHncipIes  of  old- 
time  democracy,  and  protesting  against  their  abandonment, 
was  read  to  the  convention.  He  declined  to  become  a  candi- 
date, on  the  grounds  of  a  preference  for  private  life  and  the  pos- 
sible selection  of  a  stronger  candidate.  But  on  the  4th  of  Sep- 
tember, Charles  O'Conor,  of  New  York,  and  John  Q.  Adams, 
of  Massachusetts,  were  nominated  as  the  standard-bearers  of  thfr 
old-line  democracy,  who  now  called  themselves  straigfat^at 
democrats.  Charles  O'Coner  positively  declined  the  nomina- 
tion before  the  convention  adjourned.  Mr.  Adams  also 
resigned,  but  notwithstanding  their  withdrawal,  the  candi- 
dates were  kept  in  the  race  to  the  end,  and  received  a  popular 
vote  of  about  thirty  thousand. 

TEMPERANCE   NATIONAL  CONVENTION. 

The  temperance  party  was  organized  in  1872,  and  con- 
sisted of  a  national  combination  of  local  temperance  organi- 
zations, which  had  been  in  existence  for  many  years.  It 
received  the  name  of  the  prohibition  reform  party  in  1876.  It 
met  in  national  convention  at  Cohimbus,  Ohio,  February  22, 
and  nominated  James  Black  and  A.  H.  Colquitt  as  candidates 
for  the  Presidency  and  Vice-Presidency. 

LABOR  REFORM  NATIONAL  CONVENTION. 

The  labor  reform  party  grew  out  of  the  combinations  of 
working  men,  called  *'  trades  union,"  which  existed  all  over 
the  country,  and  formed  a  body  of  voters  of  sufficient  strength 
to  command  the  attention  of  politicians.  In  several  states 
they  nominated  candidates  of  their  own,  and  ereateil  much 
discussion  of  measures  for  the  benefit  of  working  men.  In 
all  the  national  establishments  the  working  day  was  reduced 
by  Congress  from  ten  to  eight  hours.     Many  persons  of  a 
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communistic  tendency  combined  with  the  working  men  in  their 
political  organization,  and  the  general  tenor  of  the  party's 
opinion  was  adverse  to  large  accumulations  of  wealth,  and 
in  favor  of  reforms  looking  to  a  greater  equality  of  condition 
among  the  people.  The  labor  reform  party  met  in  national 
convention  at  Columbus,  Ohio,  February  21,  and  nominated 
David  Davis  for  President,  and  Joel  Parker  for  Vice-Pres- 
ident. A  platform  was  adopted,  consisting  of  sixteen  resolu- 
tions. The  candidates  declined  in  June,  in  consequence  of 
which  a  convention  of  working  men  met  at  Philadelphia, 
August  22,  and  nominated  Charles  O'Conor  for  President. 

PRESIDENTIAL   ELECTION   OF    1872. 

An  animated  canvass  followed  the  nominations,  but  at  the 
election  in  November  many  implacable  democrats  refusing  to 
vote  for  Greeley  more  than  nullified  the  liberal  republican  vote. 
Two  hundred  and  eighty-six  republican  and  sixty-six  demo- 
cratic electors  were  chosen.  The  republican  electors  voted 
for  Grant  and  Wilson.  Soon  after  the  election,  Horace  Greeley 
died,  and  the  democratic  electors  were  compelled  to  vote  for 
other  candidates.  Thomas  A.  Hendricks,  of  Indiana,  re- 
ceived forty-two  votes  for  President,  the  remaining  twenty- 
four  votes  being  scattered.  For  Vice-President  B.  Gratz 
Brown  received  forty-seven  votes,  while  nineteen  were  scat- 
tering. On  account  of  fraud  and  illegality  in  the  election, 
the  fourteen  votes  of  Arkansas  and  Louisiana  were  rejected. 

Congress  met  December  2,  1872,  the  republicans  being 
Forty-second  Congress,  1  dominant  in  both  branches.  During 
Second  Session.  /  the  presidential  compaign  just  closed 

democratic  orators  and  newspapers  had  charged  Mr.  Colfax, 
the  Vice-President,  Mr.  Wilson,  the  Vice-President  elect, 
several  senators,  many  representatives,  the  speaker  of  the 
House,  and  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  with  having  been 
bribed,  during  the  years  1867  and  1868,  by  Oakes  Ames,  a 
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representative  from  ilassachusetts,  to  influence  their  legi^Ia 
tive  action  in  the  interest  of  the  Union  Pacific  railroad  com 
pany,  by  giving  them  presents  of  stock  in  a  corporatio 
called  the  Credit  Mobilier. 

CREDIT   MOBILIER   INVESTIGATION. 

The  speaker  of  the  House,  Mr.  Blaine,  moved  that  a  com — 
mittee  of  investigation  be  appointed  by  Hon.  S.  S.  Cox,  o 
New  York,  a  prominent  democrat,  temporarily  called  to  th 
chair.     The  committee  consisted  of  Messrs.  Poland,  of  Ver — 
mont;  Banks,  of  Massachusetts;  McCrearj',  of  Iowa;  Nib — 
lack,  of  Indiana ;  and  Merrick,  of  Maryland.     Messrs.  Po-^ 
land  and  McCreary  were  republicans,  Mr.  Banks  was  a  lib- 
eral republican,  while  the  other  two  gentlemen  were  amon^ 
the  ablest  representatives  of  the  democratic  party.     The  two 
republicans  were  well  known  for  their  moderation,  integrity^ 
and  impartiality.     Thus  it  is  seen  the  dominant  |>arty  granted 
the  investigation  demanded  by  the  outcry  during  the  cam- 
paign, and  siinmioned  on  the  committee  a  majority  of  its  po- 
litical foes  to  conduct  the  invest i<j:jit ion.     XevtT  before  in  the 
political  history  of  our  country  had  an  all-important  investi- 
gation been  entrusted  by  the  party  in  jK)\ver  to  a  majority  of 
its    political    opj)onents.     The  committee  carefully  and    j>a- 
tiently  examined  the  testimony  and  made  a  rei)ort  February- "^ 
18, 1873,  which  carried  with  it  greater  weight  than  any  other 
state  paper  submitted  for  many  years  upon  a  kindred  subject. 
It   gives  the   best  and  most   reliable   history  of   the  whole 
affair,  and  it  ought  to  be  a  judicial  document  commanding 
general  approval. 

The  following  taken  from  the  committee's  report  explains 
the  transactions  which  led  to  the  investigation  : 

"The  company  called  the  *  Credit  Mobilier  of  Americ^a  '  wa< 
incorporated  by  the  legislature  of  Pennsylvania,  and  in  18W^ 
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control  of  lis  charter  and  franchises  had  been  obtained  by 
certain  persons  interested  in  the  Union  Pacific  Railroad  Com- 
pany, for  the  purpose  of  using  it  as  a  construction  company 
to  build  the  Union  Pacific  road.  In  September,  1864,  a  con- 
tract was  entered  into  between  the  Union  Pacific  Company 
and  H.  M.  Hoxie,  for  the  building  by  said  Hoxie  of  one 
hundred  miles  of  said  road  from  Omaha  west. 

"  This  contract  was  assigned  by  Hoxie  to  the  Credit  Mo- 
bilier  Company,  as  it  was  expected  to  be  when  made.  Under 
this  contract  and  extensions  of  it,  some  two  or  three  hundred 
miles  of  the  road  were  built  by  the  Credit  Mobilier  Company^ 
but  no  considerable  profits  appear  to  have  been  realized  there- 
from. The  enterprise  of  building  a  railroad  to  the  Pacific 
was  of  such  vast  magnitude,  and  was  beset  by  so  many  haz- 
ards and  risks  that  the  capitalists  of  the  country  were  gener- 
ally averse  to  investing  in  it,  and,  notwithstanding  the  liberal 
aid  granted  by  the  government,  it  seemed  likely  to  fiiil  of 
completion. 

"In  1865  or  1866,  Mr.  Oakes  Ames,  a  member  of  the 
House,  from  the  state  of  Massachusetts,  and  his  brother,  Oli- 
ver Ames,  became  interested  in  the  Union  Pacific  Company 
and  also  in  the  Credit  Mobilier  Company  as  the  agents  for 
the  construction  of  the  road.  The  Messrs.  Ames  were  men 
of  very  large  capital,  and  of  known  character  and  integrity 
in  business.  By  their  example  and  credit,  and  the  personal 
efforts  of  Mr.  Oakes  Ames,  many  men  of  capital  were  induced 
to  embark  in  the  enterprise,  and  to  take  stock  in  the  Union 
Pacific  Company  and  also  in  the  Credit  Mobilier  Company. 
Among  them  were  the  firm  of  S.  Hooper  &  Co.,  of  Boston, 
the  leading  member  of  which,  Mr.  Samuel  Hooper,  was  then 
and  is  now  a  member  of  the  House ;  Mr.  John  B.  Alley,  then 
a  member  of  the  House  from  Massachusetts,  and  Mr.  Grimes, 
then  a  Senator  from  the  state  of  Iowa.  Notwithstanding  the 
vigorous  efforts  of  Mr.  Ames  and  others  interested  with  him^ 
great  difficulty  was  experienced  in  securing  the  required  cap- 
ital. 

"  In  the  spring  of  1867,  the  Credit  Mobilier  Company  voted 
to  add  50  per  cent,  to  their  capital  stock,  which  was  then  twa 
and  a  half  millions  of  dollars;  and  to  cause  it  to  be  readily 
taken  each  subscriber  to  it  was  entitled  to  receive  as  a  bonus 
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an  equal  amount  of  first  mortgage  bonds  of  the  Union  Pacific 
Company.  The  old  stockholders  were  entitled  to  take  tliis 
increase,  but  even  the  favorable  terms  offered  did  not  induce 
all  the  old  8t^)ckholders  to  take  it,  and  the  stock  of  the  Credit 
Mobilier  Com{)any  \vas  never  considered  worth  its  par  value 
until  after  the  execution  of  the  Oakes  Ames  contract  herein- 
after mentioned. 

'^  On  the  16th  day  of  August,  1867,  a  contract  was  executed 
between  the  Union  Pacific  Bailroad  Company  and  Oakes 
Ames,  by  which  Mr.  Ames  contracted  to  build  six  hundred  and 
sixty-seven  miles  of  the  Union  Pacific  road  at  prices  ranging 
from  $42,000  to  9^6,000  per  mile,  amounting  in  the  aggregate 
to  $47,000,000.  Before  the  contract  was  entered  into  it  was 
understood  tliat  Mr.  Ames  was  to  transfer  it  to  seven  trustees, 
who  were  to  execute  it,  and  the  profits  of  the  contract  were  to 
be  divided  among  the  stockholders  in  the  Credit  Mobilier 
Company,  who  should  comply  with  certain  conditions  set  out 
in  the  instrument  transferring  the  contract  to  the  trustees.  The 
Ames  contract  and  the  transfer  to  trustees  are  incorporated 
in  the  evidence  submitted,  and  therefore  further  recital  of 
their  terms  is  not  deemed  necessary. 

"Substantially,  all  the  stockholders  of  the  Credit  Mobilier 
complied  with  the  conditions  named  in  the  transfer,  and  thus 
became  entitled  to  share  in  any  profits  said  trustees  might 
make  in  executing  the  (contract. 

"  All  the  large  stockholders  in  the  Union  Pacific  were  also 
fitockholders  in  the  Credit  Mobilier,  and  the  Ames  contract 
and  its  transfer  to  trustees  were  ratified  bv  the  Union  I^eifie, 
and  received  the  assent  of  the  great  body  of  stockholders, 
but  not  of  all. 

"After  the  Ames  contract  had  been  executed,  it  was  ex- 
pected by  those  interested  that  by  reason  of  the  enormous 
{)rices  agreed  to  be  paid  for  the  work  very  large  profits  would 
)e  derived  from  building  the  road,  and  veiy  soon  the  stock 
of  the  Credit  Mobilier  was  understood  by  those  holding  it  to 
be  worth  much  more  than  its  par  vahie.  The  stock  was  not 
in  the  market,  and  had  no  fixed  market  value,  but  the  hold- 
ers of  it,  in  December,  1867,  considered  it  worth  at  least 
double  the  par  value,  and  in  January  and  February,  1868, 
three  or  four  times  the  par  value,  but  it  does  not  appear  that 
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'tJiese  lacts  were  generally  or  publicly  known,  or  that  the 
liolders  of  the  stock  desired  they  should  be. 

^^  ^^  %^  %^  ^^  %^  %^ 

"  Mr.  Oakes  Ames  was  then  a  member  of  the  House  of 
IRepresentatives,  and  came  to  Washington  at  the  commence- 
»nent  of  the  session,  about  the  beginning  of  December,  1867. 
During  that  month  Mr.  Ames  entered  into  contracts  with  a 
<7onsiderable  number  of  members  of  Congress,  both  senators 
^\nd  representatives,  to  let  them  have  shares  of  stoc^k  in  the 
<[)redit  Mobilier  Company  at  par,  with  interest  thereon  from 
^he  first  day  of  the  previous  July.  It  does  not  appear  that 
in  any  instance  he  asked  any  of  these  persons  to  pay  a  higher 
j>rice  than  the  par  value  and  interest,  nor  that  Mr.  Ames  used 
-siuy  special  effort  or  urgency  to  get  these  persons  to  take  it. 
Jn  all  these  negotiations  Mr.  Ames  did  not  enter  into  any 
^letails  as  to  the  value  of  the  stock  or  the  amount  of  dividend 
't:hat  might  be  expected  upon  it,  but  stated  generally  that  it 
">voiild  be  good  stock,  and  in  several  instances  said  he  would 
guarantee  that  they  should  get  at  least  10  per  cent,  on  their 
xnonev. 

"Some  of  these  gentlemen,  in  their  conversations  with  Mr. 

^Vnies,  raised  the  question   whether  becoming  holders  of  this 

^tock  would  brinor  them  into  anv  embarrassment  as  members 

of  Congress  in  their  legislative  action.     Mr.  Ames  quieted 

$5iuch  suggestions  by  saying  it  could  not,  for  the  Union  Pa- 

-c?ific  had  received  from  Congress  all  the  grants  and  legislation 

"St  wanted,  and  they  should  ask  for  nothing  more.     In  some 

instances  those  members  who  contracted  for  stock  ])ai(l  to  Mr. 

-^Allies  the  money  for  the  price  of  the  stock,  pixr  and  interest ; 

in  others,  where  they  had  not  the  money,  Mr.  Ames  agreed 

to  carrv  the  stock  for  them  until  they  could  ijet  the  monev  or 

it  should  be  met  bv  the  dividends. 

ft'' 

"  Mr.  Ames  was  at  this  time  a  large  stockholder  in  the 
Oredit  Mobilier,  but  he  did  not  intend  any  of  these  transac- 
tions  to  be  sales  of  his  own  stock,  but  intended  to  fulfill  all 
these  contracts  from  stock  belonging  to  the  company. 

"At  this  time  there  W(»re  about  six  hundred  and  fitly  shares 
of  the  stock  of  the  company,  which  had  for  some  reason  been 
placed  in  the  name  of  Mr.  T.  C.  Durant,  one  of  the  leading 
^nd  active  men  of  the  concern. 


;t  of  *^-«»«^^^  FQUUGB. 


of  this  stock  should  be 
Um  te  frifill  eogasementB  he  had 
that  he  had  made  simi- 
W  Aomid  heaUomd  stock  to  fiilfiU. 
at  die  tune,  daimed  that  he 
tbr  stock  which  he  should  have 
f^vis  iatL  «>  cairr  <ml  This  claim  of  McComb  vas 
R&»i.  ins  a&r  ^e  ^aock  was  asGigiied  to  Mr.  Ames, 
McCia&b  Bnsoed  dot  Asks  sboold  diStribate  some  of  the 
iawk  vik  ha«  MeCecdbV*  £mmIs  and  named  Senaton  Bayard 
T^miet^  :ami  If^ff  i>ainiMS  Allison  and  Wilson,  of 


"^IiwsfistlhrjcTu^scd  that  three  hundred  and  ibrty-three 
«e  «^  <a«ick  <c  ^  cvMipany  dioald  be  transferred  to 
Mr.  Aiw«  inE^  eaaSSe  him  id  pei^onn  his  engagements,  and 
lioK  noEBiiEr  t^f  siaTC«  w«i«  set  over  on  the  books  of  the  com- 
Movr  Mk  Obble^  AbkSw  tnasaee,  to  disdngnish  it  from  the  stock 
wiJ  W  ^m  keM!^.  Mr.  Asks  at  the  time  paid  to  the  com- 
pazT  t^  ptr  •h'' tbt  ^i«ck  asMl  interest  from  the  July  previous, 
aad  i2d>  sc>;<^  sdll  suaKk  on  the  books  in  the  name  of  Oakes 
A3»r!?w  ^TTKcf ,  -f x.*v«  riint^n  shares  which  have  been  trans- 
ferrvvi  :■  rtrri-f-s  :-  r-- ^rsv  o^-^antv-xed  with  Con£rre.>>.  The 
c»>n=i:ncr  '->  ::  -:  r-ii-i  ;i-4:  Mr.  Anic>  had  any  negotiation 
wrii:*:V::r  '•i::!  iry  .  :'  :r.i>t  RK-mUrs  of  Conffre<>  on  the  siib- 
^'C  •>:'  :cL>  ?5xk  rrvr  k*  ihi:  t>-!nmen<>?meni  of  the  s«essiou 
of  IVv^rZiVrfr.  iSrT,  T-x^xpi  Mr.  S»field.  of  Pennsylvania,  and 
it  wafci  r.:  -*ji:=x*i  trir  anv  vMiorion  exi?ted  fntm  Mr.  Ames 
to  hi=2  a>  tb^  Tv>c:Ii  oz  it. 

"In  rvliri-.'^  to  :h^  pcrj^v^  and  motives  of  Mr.  Ames  in 
contri-nit^:  t-^  Ut  KKiatNrrs  of  0»nsm:-s*  have  Credit  Mobilier 
st'X^k  a:  pir.  which  he  and  all  t*iher  owners  of  it  eonsideroJ 
wonh  at  U^asc  A>uble  that  >um,  the  eomminee,  upon  the  evi- 
dence taken  by  them  and  <;ibmitietl  to  the  House,  can  not 
entertain  doubt.  When  he  said  he  did  not  suppose  the  Union 
Paeifio  Company  would  ask  "^r  need  further  It^slation,  he 
stated  what  he  believed  i«i  Iv  true.  But  he  feared  the  inter- 
€5?t:4  of  the  nmd  miiiht  ^uffe^  byauvfrso  K-gi^lation.and  what 
he  desin[-d  to  aiwmnlish  AA"as  to  enlist  ^tTvngth  and  friends  in 
Congress  wh^"*  would  ni-sist  any  encn:«aohment  upon  or  inter- 
ference with  the  right;^  and  privileges  already  s^-cured,  and  to 
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that  end  wished  to  create  in  them  an  interest  identical  with 
his  own.  This  purpose  is  clearly  avowed  in  his  letters  to 
McComb,  copied  in  the  evidence.  He  says  he  intends  to 
place  the  stock  '  where  it  will  do  most  good  to  us.^  And 
again,  *  we  want  more  friends  in  this  Congress.*  In  his  let- 
ter to  McComb,  and  also  in  his  statement  prepared  by  coun- 
sel, he  gives  the  philos(n)hy  of  his  action,  to  wit,  'That  he 
has  found  there  is  no  difficulty  in  getting  men  to  look  after 
their  own  property.'  The  committee  are  also  satisfied  that 
Mr.  Ames  entertained  a  fear  that,  when  the  true  relations 
between  the  Credit  Mobilier  Company  and  the  Union  Pacific 
became  generally  known,  and  the  means  by  which  the  great 
profits  expected  to  be  made  were  fully  understood,  there  was 
danger  that  congressional  investigation  and  action  would  be 
invoked. 

"  The  members  of  Congress  with  whom  he  dealt  were  gen- 
erally those  who  had  boon  friendly  and  favorable  to  a  Pacific 
railroad,  and  Mr.  Ames  did  not  fear  or  expect  to  find  them 
favorable  to  movements  hostile  to  it;  but  he  desired  to  stimu- 
late their  activity  and  watchfulness  in  opposition  to  any  un- 
favorable action  by  giving  them  a  personal  interest  in  the 
success  of  the  enterprise,  especially  so  far  as  it  affected  the 
interest  of  the  Credit  Mobilier  Company.  On  the  9th  day  of 
December,  1867,  Mr.  C.  C.  Washburn,  of  Wisconsin,  intro- 
duced in  the  House  a  bill  to  regulate  by  law  the  rates  of 
transportation  over  the  Pacific  Railroad. 

"Mr.  Ames,  as  well  as  others  interested  in  the  Union  Pa- 
cific road,  was  opposed  to  this,  and  desired  to  defeat  it.  Other 
measures,  apparently  hostile  to  that  con)])any,  were  subse- 
quentlly  introduced  into  the  House  by  Mr.  Washburn,  of 
Wisconsin,  and  Mr.  Washburne,  of  Illinois.  The  committee 
believe  that  Mr.  Ames,  in  his  distributions  of  stock,  had  spe- 
cialy  in  mind  the  hostile  efforts  of  the  Messrs.  Washburn, 
and  desired  to  gain  strength  to  secure  their  defeat.  The 
reference  in  one  of  his  letters  to  *  Washburn's  move'  makes 
this  quite  apparent." 

After  making  the  preceding  statements  the  committee  re- 
ports the  connection  of  particular  persons  with  Mr.  Ames 
and  the  Credit  Mobilier  Company.     Special  mention  is  made 
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of  Messrs.  Blaine,  Dawes,  Seliofield,  Bingham,  Kelley,  Brooks, 
Neilson,  Durant,  and  Garfield.  Some  were  in  Congress,  and 
some  were  not;  some  were  exonerated,  while  others  were 
found  implicated  according  to  the  charcres.  The  report  of  the 
committee  on 

GARFIELD^S   CONXEXTFION   WITH   THE  CREDIT   MOBILIER 

is  in  these  words :  "The  facts  in  regard  to.  Mr.  Garfield,  as 
found  by  the  committee,  are  identical  with  the  case  of  Mr. 
Kelley  to  the  {wint  of  reception  of  the  check  of  $329.  He 
agreed  with  Mr.  Ames  to  take  ten  shares  of  Credit  Mobilier 
stock,  but  did  not  pay  for  the  same.  Mr.  Ames  received  the  80 
per  cent,  dividend  in  bonds  and  sold  them  for  97  per  cent., 
and  also  received  the  60  per  cent,  cash  dividend,  which 
together  paid  the  price  of  the  stock  and  interest,  and  left  a 
balance  of  $329.  This  sum  was  paid  over  to  Mr.  Garfield  by 
a  check  on  the  Sergeant-at-Arms,  and  Mr.  Garfield  then  un- 
derstood this  sum  was  the  balance  of  dividends  after  payincr 
for  the  stock.  Mr.  Ames  received  all  the  subsequent  divi- 
dends, and  the  committee  do  not  find  that,  sin(?e  the  payment 
of  the  $329,  there  has  been  any  communication  between  Mr. 
Ames  and  Mr.  Garfield  on  the  subject  until  this  investigation 
began. '^ 

The  report  closes  by  giving  the  law  of  Congress  in  reganl 
to  bribes,  and  by  stating  the  manner  in  which  tlie  committee 
had  performed  their  arduous  duty.  When  the  report  wa< 
presented  to  the  House,  and  sufficiently  considered,  the  fol- 
lowing resolutions  w^ere  adopted: 

Rcfiolvcfl,  That  the  House  absolutely  condemns  the  conduct 
of  Cakes  Ames,  a  niembei  of  this  House,  from  the  state  of 
Massachusetts,  in  seeking  to  ])rocure  congressional  attention 
to  the  affairs  of  a  corporation  in  which  he  was  interested,  and 
whose  interest  directly  depended  on  the  legislation  of  Con- 
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gress,  by  inducing  members  of  Congress  to  invest  in  the  stock 
of  said  corporation. 

Resolved,  That  the  House  absolutely  condemns  the  conduct 
of  James  Brooks,  a  member  of  this  House,  from  New  York, 
for  the  use  of  his  position  as  government  director  of  the 
Union  Pacific  Railroad,  and  as  member  of  this  House,  to  pro- 
cure the  assignment  to  himself,  or  family,  of  stock  in  the 
Credit  Mobilier  of  America,  a  corporation  having  a  contract 
with  the  Union  Pacific  Railroad,  and  whose  interests  depended 
directly  upon  the  legislation  of  Congress. 

These  gentlemen,  thus  receiving  the  absolute  condemnation 
of  the  House,  died  within  three  months  after  the  resolutions 
were  passed. 

This  session  was  especially  not^d  for  its  investigations  de- 
manded and  secured  by  the  democrats ;  among  which  were  the 
investigation  of  the  New  York  custom  house,  the  United 
States  treasury,  the  use  of  Seneca  sandstone,  the  Chorpenning 
claim,  and  the  navy  department.  All  these  proved  fruitless 
in  the  development  of  any  tangible  scandals. 

THE   SALARY   GRAB. 

On  the  3d  of  March,  1873,  Congress  enacted  a  law  increas- 
ing the  salary  of  the  President  from  $25,000  to  $50,000,  and 
that  of  senators  and  representatives  from  $5,000  to  $7,500. 
The  law  required  that  the  time  for  beginning  the  advance 
salary  should  be  March  4,  1871,  thus  extending  its  provis- 
ions over  the  whole  of  the  previous  term  of  the  forty-second 
Congress.  It  was  very  offensive  to  the  mass  of  people,  and 
was  generally  denounced  as  the  "salary  grab."  The  unpopu- 
lar feature  of  the  law  was  its  application  to  the  congressmen 
who  passed  the  bill.  Precedents  in  the  history  of  Congress 
were  found  to  excuse  this  act,  but  the  people  were  dissatisfied, 
and  both  parties  made  it  an  issue  in  the  nomination  and  elec- 
tion of  representatives.     Congressmen  of  both  parties  voted 
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for  the  bill,  hence  the  ^^ salary  grab'^  was  not  apolitical  iasne 
between  the  parties ;  it  was  rather  an  issue  between  politicians 
and  the  people.  The  agitation  was  kept  alive  till  the  obnox- 
ious features  of  the  law  were  repealed,  leaving  the  salary  of 
representatives  at  95^000  a  year  and  mileage. 

An  act  was  passed  this  session  for  abolbhing  the  franking 
privilege. 

BETURNINO  BOARDS. 

Congressional  reconstruction  resulted  in  the  formation  of 
many  state  governments  at  the  south,  under  the  rule  of  the 
«x-slave8  and  white  republicans,  who  were  angrily  called 
**  carpet-baggers ''  by  the  other  whites,  who,  when  the  gov- 
ernments were  formed,  had  not  the  power  of  voting  or 
refused  to  exercise  it.  The  so-called  ^'carpet-bag  govern- 
ments^' created  '^  returning  boards,''  with  the  power  of  declar- 
ing the  results  of  elections.  When  the  whites,  who  at  first 
•did  not  vote,  began  to  exercise  the  power  of  voting,  they 
maintained  that  returning  boards  would  not  count  votes  le- 
gally, thereby  perpetuating  their  governments.  The  return- 
ing boards,  on  the  contrar}',  charged  that  violence  of  all 
kinds,  such  as  arson,  murder,  and  intimidation,  had  been 
employed  by  their  opponents  to  make  their  minority  vote 
ap|)ear  a  majority. 

"Whenever  these  state  governments  were  resisted  they 
applied  to  Washington,  and  received  federal  assistance. 
Loose  constructionists  considered  this  proper  under  the 
fourth  article,  fourth  section  of  the  constitution."  These 
troubles  in  the  jsouth  were  regarded  by  strict  construction- 
ists tO  be  local  political  difficulties,  with  which  the  national 
government  could  not  rightfully  interfere. 

The  power  of  the  returning  board,  under  bold  republican 
leaders,  was  made  stronger  in  Louisiana  than  it  had  ever 
been  in  former  times  in  well  regulated  states.  It  could 
canvass  the  votes,  and  in  parishes  where  fraud  or  force  had 
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T>een  discovered,  could  reject  the  returns,  in  whole  or  in  part, 

-and  could  declare  results  after  such  investigation.     Tlie  gov- 

-^rnor  of  the  state  made  some  removals  and  appointments  of 

state  officers,  with  the  view  of  creating  a  friendly  majority 

in  the  returning  board ;  and  "  this  led  to  the  appointment  ol 

two  bodies,  each  claiming  to  be    the    legitimate    returning 

board."     There  soon  followed  this  division  two  state  govern- 

jnents  and  legislatures — the  republican,  headed  by  Governor 

William  Pitt  Kellogg;  the  democratic,  by  Governor  John 

McEnery.     Governor  Kellogg  brought  suit  against  the  dem- 

-  ocratic  officials,  before  the  federal  district  court.  Judge  Du- 

Tell  presiding,  and  obtained  an  order  that  S.  B.  Packard, 

United  States  Marshal,  should  seize  the  state  house,  and  not 

-allow  the  McEnery  legislature  to  meet  in  the  building.    Both 

governments  were  now  hastily  inaugurated,  and  each  claimed 

"the  recognition  of  Congress. 

This  conflict  of  state  government  now  became  a  new  ques- 
tion in  politics,  and  required  the  attention  of  Congress  this 
session,  as  well  as  consideration  on  the  part  of  the  President. 
A  Senate  committee,  to  which  the  Louisiana  troubles  had 
-been  referred,  reported  that  the  decision  of  Judge  Durell  was 
not  warranted,  and  that  a  decisive  recognition  of  either  gov- 
ernment was  refused  by  the  committee.  A  bill  was  intro- 
-duced  declaring  that  tiie  election  held  November  4,  1872, 
w^hich  was  the  basis  of  Louisiana  troubles,  should  be  declared 
null  and  void,  and  that  a  new  election  should  be  held.  This 
bill  was  defeated  by  a  close  vote. 

The  Louisiana  difficulties  were  taken  before  the  courts  for 
adjudication,  and  the  President  decided  by  a  proclamation 
that  Governor  Kellogg,  and  the  officers  chosen  with  him, 
constituted  the  government  de  facto,  according  to  the  dec^is- 
ions  of  the  inferior  and  superior  courts  of  Louisiana,  and 
-that  this  government  would  be  sustained,  to  the  extent  of 
29 
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federal  power,  in  case  there  should  arise  such  local  difficulties 
as  armed  resistance  or  interference. 

Political   complications   in   Louisiana  continued  through 
several  succeeding  years,  and  claimed  a  large  share  of  national  , 
politics  to  the  close  of  the  administration.     Similar  troubles 
in  other  states  were  suppressed  with  fiir  less  difficulty  than 
those  in  Louisiana. 

THE   MORTON   AMENDMENT. 

Early  in  the  session,  Senator  Morton,  of  Indiana,  intro- 
duced an  amendment  to  the  constitution  in  regard  to  the 
election  of  a  President.  His  speeches  on  the  subject  attracted 
much  attention.  On  the  17th  of  January,  1873,  he  delivered 
a  great  speech  in  favor  of  his  proposed  amendment,  stating 
the  effect  of  the  electoral  system  and  the  best  remedies  there- 
for. He  recommended  that  electors  be  dispensed  with,  and 
that  the  President  and  Vice-President  be  chosen  by  the  di- 
rect vote  of  the  people.  His  plan  was,  that  each  state  be  di- 
vided into  as  many  districts  as  it  had  senators  and  representa- 
tives, that  each  district  have  one  vote  in  the  election  of  Presi- 
dent and  Vice-President,  and  that  the  vote  of  that  district 
be  counted  in  favor  of  the  candidate  who  should  receive  the 
largest  number  of  votes  in  it.  Many  amendments  to  the 
constitution  have  been  introduced  since  this  resolution  was 
before  the  Senate,  and  the  question  is  a  matter  for  annual  dis- 
cussion ;  but  none  of  them  have  received  the  coivsideration 
which  has  been  accorded  to  the  Morton  resolution.  Con- 
gress adjourned  March  4,  1873,  and  on  the  same  day  Grant 
and  Wilson  were  sworn  into  office. 

GENERAL  GRANT's   SECOND   INAUGURAL. 

On  the  4th  of  March,  1873,  General  Grant  was  inaugurated 
the  second  time  as  President.  In  his  address  he  used  these 
words :     "  It  is  my  firm  conviction  that  the  civilized  world  is 
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tending  to  a  republican  form  of  government,  by  the  people^ 
through  their  chosen  representatives,  and  that  our  great  re- 
public is  destined  to  be  the  guiding  star  to  all  others.  The 
states  lately  at  war  with  the  general  government  are  now  hap- 
pily united,  and  no  executive  control  is  exercised  in  any  one 
of  them  that  would  not  be  exercised  in  any  other  state  under 
like  circumstances."  He  then  alluded  to  the  admission  of 
Santo  Domingo  as  a  territory  of  the  Union,  and  expressed  the 
belief  that  a  favorable  reception  of  the  proposition  would  be 
for  the  best  interests  of  both  countries. 

Congress  met  December  1,  1873,  witli  a  republican  major- 
Forty-third  Congress,  1  ity  in  both  branches.  The  bill  which 
First  Session.  /  had  been  passed  on  the  last  day  of  the 

preceding  session  for  increasing  the  salary  of  congressmen 
was  repealed  by  the  Senate,  January  8. 

THE   CURRENCY    BILL. 

A  bill  for  increasing  the  currency  to  four  hundred  million 
dollars  elicited  discussion,  which  occupied  considerable  time 
of  Congress.  It  was  passed  by  both  houses,  but  was  vetoed  by 
the  President,  on  the  22d  of  April,  the  friends  of  the  bill  not 
being  sufficient  to  pass  it  over  the  President's  objection. 

The  death  of  Hon.  Charles  Sumner,  a  distinguished  sen- 
ator and  statesman  from  Massachusetts,  occurred  on  the  11th 
of  March,  1874,  and  interrupted  awhile  the  proceedings  of 
Congress.  The  people  of  the  Union  paid  the  senator  a  na- 
tional tribute,  appropriate  to  the  distinction  he  had  won. 
Congress  adjourned  June  23,  1874. 

THE   GRANGERS, 

calling  themselves  the  "  Patrons  of  Husbandry,"  were  prob- 
ably the  most  important  and  influential  order  on  existing  po- 
litical conditions.  The  local  societies  were  called  "  gmnges," 
and  the  objects  of  the  order,  primarily  economical  and  moral, 
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were  to  promote  tlie  higher  development  of  farm  life  and 
labor,  to  encourage  co-operation  among  farmers — for  the  re- 
straint of  exorbitant  railroad  freights,  on  grain,  especially — 
to  discourage  the  credit  system,  and  borrowing  on  mortgages —  4 
and  generally  to  set  farmers  to  improving  their  material 
and  moral  condition.  The  order,  at  first  non-partisan,  be- 
came largely  mixed  up  with  politics,  by  designing  men,  and, 
as  a  consequence,  its  influence  began  to  wane. 

In  1873  and  the  following  year  the  grangers  made  war  on 
railroad  corporations,  and,  having  carried  the  legislatures  of 
Illinois  and  Wisconsin,  passed  laws  which  almost  bankrupted 
the  Illinois  Central,  crippled  all  railroads,  and  interfered 
greatly  with  foreign  exports.  The  reaction  soon  came  and 
the  demand  for  a  repeal  of  the  laws  was  greater  than  the 
original  demand  for  passing  them. 

THE  TIDAL   WAVE. 

The  state  elections  held  during  October  and  November,  1874 
gave  strong  democratic  gains,  indicating  a  reaction  against 
the  dominant  party.  This  was  occasioned  by  the  fear  of  a 
destructive  war  of  races  in  the  south,  as  the  result  of  the  gov- 
ernment's action  toward  that  section  of  the  country,  to  which 
was  added  the  wide-spread  sense  of  the  necessity  of  reform  in 
various  ways,  and  of  greater  purity  and  integrity  of  admin- 
istration. These  elections  the  following  year  supplanted  the 
republican  majority  in  the  House. 

THE    AVIIITE    LEAGUE. 

A  secret  organization,  opposed  to  the  enfranchisement  of 
the  colored  people,  arose  in  the  south,  under  the  name  of 
"the  white  league.^'  It  opposed  the  **C4irpet-bag  govern- 
ments," and  operated  in  such  a  way  as  to  favor  the  "conserva- 
tives" of  the  south,  who  comprised  the  democrats  of  that 
section,  and   who  believed  that  the  government  should  be 
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managed  by  the  whites.  By  the  close  of  1874,  the  conserva- 
tives had  gained  control  of  all  the  state  governments  except 
those  of  Florida,  South  Carolina,  and  Louisiana.  In  nearly 
all  the  reconstructed  states  the  republican  governments  had 
called  upon  the  President  for  military  aid  in  maintaining 
their  positions ;  but  this  was  not  granted,  save  in  the  case  of 
outbreaks,  which  the'  proper  state  authorities  could  not  sup- 
press. In  behalf  of  the  republican  governments  in  Texas, 
Arkansas,  Alabama,  and  Mississippi,  the  President  declined 
to  interfere,  except  to  direct  the  attorney-general  to  give  legal 
advice.  These  governments  demanded  constant  attention 
from  the  President,  and  his  task  was  both  difficult  and  dan- 
gerous. There  came  two  cries  from  the  south — one  from 
democratic  partisans,  in  behalf  of  home  rule,  and  another 
from  the  colored  people,  claiming  that  they  were  constantly 
assaulted,  intimidated,  and  disfranchised  by  the  white  league. 
The  long  duration  of  trouble  in  the  south,  and  its  very  grave 
character,  caused  Greneral  Sheridan  to  be  sent  to  New  Or- 
leans, having  the  command  of  the  department  of  the  gulf. 
He  assumed  the  duties  of  his  office  on  the  4th  of  January, 
1875,  the  day  on  which  the  legislature  of  Louisiana  was  or- 
ganized. Several  members,  who,  as  was  alleged,  were  not 
entitled  to  seats,  were  ejected  by  United  States  troops,  acting 
under  order  of  the  speaker  and  of  Governor  Kellogg.  It 
created  much  excitement  throughout  the  country,  the  demo- 
crats denouncing  it  as  an  unexampled  interference  of  the 
federal  Executive  with  state  government.  On  the  10th  of 
January,  General  Sheridan  made  a  report  concerning  the  do- 
ings of  the  "white  league,"  that  created  astonishment  through- 
out the  country. 

Congress  met  December  T,  1874,  the  republicans  being  in 
Forty-third  Congress,  1  the  majority  in  both  branches.  The 
Second  Session.  /  resumption  of  specie   payments  was 

strongly  recommended  by  the  President  in  his  message. 
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THE  SUPPLEMENTARY   CIVIL   RIGHTS   BILL 

originated  and  advocated  so  warmly  by  Senator  Sumner,  was 
signed  by  the  President,  and  became  a  law  March  1.  Its 
validity  was  afterwards  sustained  by  the  federal  district  courts 
in  their  instructions  to  grand  juries.  Its  object  was  to  give 
additional  power  to  existing  laws  for  the  impartial  protection 
of  person  and  property. 

THE   KELLOGG  GOVERNMENT. 

President  Grant  sent  a  special  message  to  Congress,  Janu- 
ary 13,  in  which  he  laid  before  that  body  the  political  con- 
dition of  Louisiana,  and  asked  for  legislation  thereon.  Both 
branches,  by  strict  party  vote,  recognized  the  Kellogg  gov- 
ernment. This  action  approved  the  position  taken  by  the 
President  regarding  Louisiana.  The  influence  of  Congress 
was  exerted  to  allay  the  political  excitement  regarding  federal 
interference  with  the  government  of  that  state. 

THE   AVHEELER   COMPROMISE. 

A  resolution  was  unanimously  adopted  by  the  House  rec- 
ommending that  the  House  of  Representatives  of  Ix)uisiana 
seat  the  persons  rightfully  entitled  thereto,  and  refirring  the 
whole  subject  by  consent  of  those  interested  to  a  speeial  com- 
mittee of  the  House,  who  should  examine  into  the  Louisiana 
affairs.  This  committee  reported  a  plan  of  settlement  whit-h 
was  satisfactory  to  the  Louisiana  legislature,  and  which,  hav- 
ing been  adopted  by  that  body,  allayed  all  ditfieultii's  until 
the  November  election  in  187G.  The  plan  of  adjustment 
takes  its  name  from  William  A.  Wheeler,  a  member  of  the 
eoinmiltce,  and  is  jK)j)ularly  known  as  the  "Wheeler  Com- 
proTuisc."  (\)n<rrt'ss  adjourned  March  4,  l>>7o.  Th(*  Si*nate 
met  in  extra  session  the  foHowingday  and  adjourned  March  24. 
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resumption  op  specie  payments. 

A  bill  providing  for  the  resumption  of  specie  payments  on 
the  1st  of  January,  1879,  was  passed  and  approved  in  1875. 
It  was  opposed  by  most  of  the  democrats  and  by  some  republi- 
<5ans  in  Congress  and  in  the  country.  Resumption  was  never 
unanimously  opposed  or  approved  by  either  party,  though 
the  majority  of  the  democrats  opposed  it,  and  the  majority 
of  the  republicans  supported  it.  Some  held  that  the  restric- 
tion of  currency  would  make  hard  times  and  prostrate  busi- 
ness^ and  others  held  that  inflation  would  be  far  more  disas- 
trous. No  harm  came  of  it,  however,  and  resumption  was 
accomplished  at  the  time  fixed,  and  practically  some  months 
before,  without  any  convulsion  or  disturbance  of  business. 

Finances  formed  a  leading  feature  of  the  discussions  and 
legislation  of  Grant's  second  term.  The  tendency  of  the  policy 
of  the  government  had  been  toward  a  return  to  specie  payments, 
while  a  large  section  of  the  people,  and  of  their  congressional 
representatives,  were  anxious  for  an  increase  of  paper  cur- 
rency. Much  of  the  time  of  Congress  was  taken  up  with  the 
subject,  and  it  and  the  southern  troubles  and  the  revenue 
peculations,  formed  the  main  features  of  the  administration 
during  this  second  term.  Hundreds  of  bills  touching  the 
finances  and  currency  were  introduced  in  Congress,  but  noth- 
ing was  done  with  any  save  a  very  few.  The  President  in- 
olined  to  the  ''hard  money"  side. 

THE  WHISKY  RING. 

An  extensive  whisky  ring  organized  to  control  legislation 
«o  as  to  avoid  revenue  taxes,  was  discovered  in  the  western 
states.  It  consisted  of  an  association  of  distillers  in  collusion 
with  federal  officers,  and  succeeded  for  a  time  in  defrauding 
the  government  of  the  tax  on  spirituous  liquors.  Regarding 
the  ring  the  President  said,  ''Let  no  guilty  man  escape." 
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This  form  of  corraption  ^'  was  traced  by  detectives  to  the* 
portals  of  the  MThite  House/'  but  nothing  could  be  obtained 
to  show  any  connection  of  the  President  therewith*  Hia  pri- 
vate secretary,  O.  E.  Babcock,  was  tried  on  a  charge  of  oom-- 
plicity  with  the  fraud.  He  was  acquitted  but  had  to  resign. 
At  St.  Louis,  several  federal  officers  were  convicted. 

Congress  met  December  6, 1876,  the  republicans  having  & 
Forty-fourth  Congress,  1  majority  of  eleven  in  the  Senate,  and 
First  Sessioir.  /  the  democrats  a  majority  of  sixty- 

three  in  the  House.  This  was  the  first  time  since  the  war  in 
which  the  republicans  were  not  dominant.  The  change  haid 
been  effected  by  what  was  called  ''  the  tidal  wave."  Mr.  M» 
C.  Kerr,  of  Indiana,  was  chosen  speaker.  The  President's- 
message  \irged  the  taxation  of  church  property  valued  at  one 
billion  .dollars.  On  the  15th  of  the  month  the  House  adopted 
a  resohition  against  t}ie  third  presidential  term  of  office. 

A  bill  for  universal  amnesty  failed  to  pass  the  House,  Jan- 
uarj'  10,  a  two-thirds'  majority  not  favoring  the  measure. 
During  this  session  there  was  passed  the  "pension  bill,"  ap- 
propriating $29,553,500 ;  "  the  centennial  bill,"  appropriat- 
ing $1,500,0(X);  a  bill  for  the  substitution  of  coin  for  frac- 
tional currency,  and  a  bill  recommending  all  the  countii'sand 
towns  in  the  country  to  have  their  histories  prejmred  fi>r  July 
4,  and  filed  with  the  clerks  of  the  counties  and  the  librarian 
of  Congress.  The  regular  army  was  reduce<l  to  25,000  men» 
the  democrats  especially  favoring  the  reduction. 

Several  unsuccessful  efforts  were  made  to  repeal  the  re- 
sumption acts  of  the  preceding  year.  The  approacli  of  the 
presidential  election  caused  the  parties  to  be  cauitious.  This, 
with  the  impeachment  of  Belknap  and  the  exciting  events 
connected  with  the  centennial  exposition  at  Philadelphia,  ^>-a^ 
a  restraiift  on  bitter  |K)litical  struggles.  The  press,  Congn^ss 
and  the  government  vied  with  one  another  in  searching  into 
all  cases  of  alleged  misconduct  in  office.     The  effect  of  these 
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investigations  exerted  a  wholesome  influence  upon  the  admin- 
istration, both  as  to  efficiency  and  purity.  The  United  States 
Senate  instructed  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  to  present  a 
statement  showing  the  losses  to  the  government  by  theft, 
fraud  and  defalcation  for  the  last  forty  years.  The  statement 
showed  that  the  number  of  dollars  lost  on  each  thousand  of 
government  funds  in  President  Jackson's  last  term  amounted 
to  $11.18;  in  Van  Buren's  term  the  amount  so  lost  was 
126.19;  in  Harrison  and  Tyler's  term,  $14.49;  in  Polk's 
term,  $10.35;  in  Taylor  and  Fillmore's  term,  $8.96;  in 
Pierce's  term,  $9.64 ;  in  Buchanan's  term,  $8.77 ;  in  Lin- 
coln's term,  $2.07;  in  Lincoln  and  Johnson's  term,  $1.86; 
in  Grant's  first  term,  $1.59,  and  in  Grant's  second  term,  $1.01. 
This  showing  indicated  that,  while  the  revenue  had  increased 
more  than  five  times,  the  losses  on  equal  sums  had  diminished 
more  than  ten  times,  thus  showing  that  the  organization  of 
the  treasury  department  was  improving  as  to  efficiency  and 
trusty  officials. 

IMPEACHMENT   OF    BELKNAP. 

The  secretary  of  war,  William  W.  Belknap,  on  the  charge 
of  selling  an  Indian  trading  post,  was  impeached  in  1876. 
The  main  s|>ecification  was  that  Secretary  Belknap  received 
from  Caleb  P.  Marsh  $1,500,  in  consideration  of  his  having 
appointed  John  S.  Evans  to  maintain  a  trading  establishment 
at  Fort  Sill,  and  for  continuing  him  therein.  The  case  was 
closed  July  26,  and  Mr.  Belknap  escaj)ed  punishment  by  a 
refusal  of  the  requisite  number  to  vote  guilty.  When  the 
time  for  voting  arrived,  Belknap  had  resigned,  and  the  claim 
was  made  that  the  Senate  had  no  jurisdiction  of  the  case, 
since  the  one  impeached  was  a  private  citizen.  Those  who 
denied  the  right  of  jurisdiction  voted  not  guilty. 

Colorado  was  proclaimed  a  state  of  the  Union  on  the  1st 
of  August.     Congress  adjourned  August  15,  1876. 
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K^DEPENDENT   (GREENBACK)   NATIONAL  CONVENTION. 

The  legal-tender  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court,  in  1870, 
soon  met  with  general  approval,  and  its  popularity  was  taken 
as  the  ground-work  for  the  establishment  of  a  new  political 
organization,  known  as  the  "independent  party,'*  though 
commonly  called  the  "greenback  party,"  a  name  taken  from 
that  which  they  especially^  advocated.  The  independents 
called  themselves  "nationals"  in  1878.  The  monetary  panic 
of  1873  pressed  heavily  upon  the  people.  To  ease  the  rigors 
of  the  times,  certain  politicians  advocated  an  unlimited  issue 
of  greenbacks,  or  an  issue  based  upon  the  resources  of  the 
country.  Discontented  politicians  of  both  parties  pressed 
this  idea  so  vigorously  that  they  soon  demoralized  the  demo- 
cratic minority,  and  effected  an  alliance  with  the  democracy 
in  many  sections  of  the  Union.  The  democratic  party  de- 
sired issues  which  would  make  the  people  forget  the  war,  and 
for  this  reason  it  is  not  surprising  that  they  yielded,  in  some 
degree,  to  new  theories  and  combinations.  The  alliance,  on 
the  part  of  the  democrats,  was  a  relinquishment  of  the  hard 
money  principles  of  President  Jackson.  Comparatively  few 
of  the  deniocrats  in  the  middle  states  yielded  to  the  alliance ; 
but  in  large  portions  of  the  west,  the  south,  and  New  England 
there  was  but  little  difference,  for  several  years,  between  dem- 
ocrats and  green  backers.  Some  republicans  became  tired  of  the 
old  war  issues,  and  gave  in  their  adherence  to  the  new  organi- 
zation. Other  republicans,  discontented  with  the  leadership 
and  management  of  their  party,  aided  in  the  organization  of 
the  greenback  party,  and  kept  in  it  as  long  as  it  was  prudent 
for  them  to  do  so.  The  greenbackers  met  in  national  con- 
vention at  Indianapolis,  May  17,  1876,  and  nominated  Peter 
Cooper,  of  New  York,  and  Samuel  F.  Cary,  of  Ohio.  The 
platform  adopted  showed  that  its  framers  opposed  the  resump- 
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tion  of  specie  payments,  national  bank  notes,  and  the  sale  of 
bonds  in  a  foreign  market. 

REPUBLICAN   NATIONAL  CONVENTION. 

The  republicans  met  in  national  convention  at  Cincinnati, 
June  14,  1876.  James  G.  Blaine  was  the  most  prominent 
candidate  before  the  convention.  There  was  a  belief  that 
General  Grant  would  be  presented  as  a  candidate,  but  there 
was  a  strong  feeling  against  this,  as  had  been  expressed  by  a 
resolution  passed  by  the  House  of  Representatives,  declaring 
that  a  third  term  for  President  would  be  a  violation  of  the 
unwritten  law  handed  down  through  tlie  examples  of  Wash- 
ington and  Jackson.  Resolutions  to  the  same  eifect  were 
passed  by  a  republican  state  convention  of  Pennsylvania. 
The  General's  name,  however,  was  not  now  j)resented.  Hon. 
Edward  McPherson  was  temporary  cluiirman,  and  he  decided 
against  the  binding  force  of  the  "  unit  rule."  The  friends  of 
Mr.  Blaine  resisted  this  rule  with  a  view  to  release  some  of 
his  friends  from  instructions  of  state  conventions.  Penn- 
sylvania had  instructed  for  Hartranft,  and  New  York  for 
Conkling.  In  each  state  some  delegates  had  been  selected  by 
their  respective  congressional  districts  previous  to  any  state 
action,  and  these  elections,  as  a  rule,  received  confirmation  by 
the  state  bodies.  Where  they  were  not  confirmed  there  were 
eontCvSts,  and  the  "  right  of  district  representation  was  jeopard- 
ized if  not  destroyed  by  the  reinforcement  of  the  unit  rule.''  It 
-was,  therefore,  thought  to  be  a  question  of  much  imj)()rtance 
by  the  "warring  interests."  This  was  the  first  time  that  the 
"  unit  rule  "  ever  met  with  resistance.  The  convention  sus- 
tained the  decision  of  Mr.  McPherson,  and  each  delegate  was 
at  liberty  to  vote  as  he  ])leased. 

General  Rutherford  B.  Hayes,  of  Ohio,  was  nominated  for 
President  and  Hon.  William  A.  Wheeler,  of  New  York,  for 
Vice-President.     The  platform  adopted  demanded  the  vigor- 
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Oils,  immediate,  and  continued  exercise  of  the  powers  of  tbo. 
national  government,  until  all  classes  in  their  civil  and  political 
rights  should  be  secure,  and  the  southern  states  should  be 
permanently  pacified. 

DEMOCRATIC   NATIONAL  CONVENTION. 

The  democratic  national  convention  met  at  St.  Louis^  June 
27.  Tlie  unit  and  the  two-thirds  rule  were  enforced  accord- 
ing to  a  long  standing  custom  of  the  democratic  party.  John 
Kclley,  the  Tammany  leader,  of  New  York,  excited  great  in- 
terests by  the  attitude  which  he  took  regarding  the  candidates. 
He  bitterly  opposed  the  nomination  of  Mr.  Tilden,  but  after 
the  ticket  was  formed  he  submitted  to  the  will  of  the  majority 
and  supported  the  nominee.  Samuel  J.  Tilden,  of  New  York, 
and  Thomas  A.  Hendricks,  of  Indiana,  were  nominated  for 
the  presidency  and  tlie  vice-prosidenoy.  The  platform  adopti'd 
accepted  all  the  results  of  the  war,  including  the  13th,  14th, 
and  15th  anuMidmcnts,  and  demandod  tliat  the  general  irov- 
ernmont  should  withhold  support  from  the  carpet-bag  govern- 
ments in  the  south. 

THE    PROHIBITION'    NATIONAL   a)NVKNTlON. 

The  prohibition  reform,  party  met  in  national  convention 
in  Cleveland,  Ohio,  May  the  17th;  adopted  a  platform  con- 
sisting of  fifteen  planks,  and  nominated  for  the  leading  jk)- 
sition  on  their  ticket  (jreene  C.  Smith  and   (i.  T.  Stewart. 

PRESIDENTIAL    ELECTION    OF    l87(j. 

The  overthrow  of  the  "earpet-batr  governments,"  and  th<^ 
diffi('ulti(\^  in  tiie  south,  impnv^scd  all  with  the  fei'lincr  that 
the  j)resi(l('ntial  election  of  1S7()  would  be  close  and  excitinir. 
This  iin])ressiou  was  coufirined  bv  the  result.  The  j^rcen- 
l)ack  electors  polled  SO^OOO  j)()piilar  votes;  17.*>  repul»li<an 
electors,  and  184    dcMucmrats  were    chosen    without  dispute 
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Hayes  and  Wheeler  carried  all  the  northern  states,  except 
New  York,  New  Jersey,  Connecticut  and  Indiana.  All  the 
southern  states,  except  South  Carolina,  Florida,  and  Louis- 
iana, voted  for  Tilden  and  Hendricks.  The  democrats 
claimed  the  three  states  last  named,  as  well  as  one  vote  of 
Oregon,  but  both  parties  soon  agreed  that  South  Carolina 
and  Oregon  were  republican.  When  this  agreement  was 
effected,  the  result  hinged  upon  the  returns  of  Florida  and 
Louisiana,  and  from  these  states  there  came  conflicting  stories 
and  claims  for  days  and  weeks.  The  eight  votes  of  Louis- 
iana and  the  four  votes  of  Florida  were  announced  to  b6 
republican  by  the  returning  boards  of  those  states,  and  cer- 
tificates of  election  were  issued  to  republican  electors.  The 
democrats  claimed  that  the  returning  boards  had  reached  this 
result  by  refusing  to  count  a  large  number  of  democratic 
votes,  and  that  because  of  this  fraud.  Congress  should  refuse 
to  accept  the  certificates  of  the  republican  electors  from  the 
two  doubtful  states..  In  opposition  to  this,  the  republicans 
claimed  that  the  certificates  of  the  returning  board  were  the 
only  legal  voice  of  the  state,  declared  by  its  own  laws,  and 
that  the  fedeml  government  had  no  right  to  revise  or  reject 
them.  The  position  taken  by  the  parties  on  this  question 
showed  that  the  democrats  were  advancing  a  loose  construc- 
tionist claim,  and  the  republicans  a  strict  constructionist 
principle;  consequently  the  parties  changed  principles. 

This  doubtful  state  of  affiiirs  induced  some  j)rominent 
republicans  and  democrats  to  visit  the  south  and  witness  the 
count  in  the  capitals  of  Florida,  South  Carolina,  and  Louis- 
iana. President  Grant  appointed  some  of  these  politicians, 
while  the  democratic  national  committee  appointed  others; 
and  both  sets  were  called  the  "visiting  statesmen,"  an  appel- 
lation on  which  "were  rung  the  political  changes  for  months 
and  years  thereafter."  The  returning  board  of  Florida  de- 
<5ided  that  the  republican  majority  in  that  state  was  926;  a 


462  HISTORY   OF   AMERICAN   POLITICS. 

subsequent  count  of  the  face  of  the  returns  before  the  state 
Supreme  Court  gave  Florida  to  the  republicans  a  second  time, 
but  the  majority  was  reduced  to  206. 

The  Packard  returning  board  in  Louisiana  refused  to  per- 
mit the  democrats  a  representation  thereon.  It  was  in  session 
three  weeks,  at  the  end  of  which  time  it  made  the  following 
returns:  Republican  electors,  74,436;  democratic,  70,505; 
republican  majority,  3,931.  McEnery,  who  claimed  to  be 
governor,  reported  a  democratic  majority  of  7,876,  and  gave 
the  democratic  ek>etors  a  certificate,  based  on  an  average  vote 
of  83,635,  against  75,759.  So  conflicting  were  the  claims, 
that  the  result  of  the  election  was  left  to  Congress,  which 
would  soon  convene. 

Congress  met  December  4,  1876.  S.  J.  Randall,  a  dem- 
Forty-fourth  Congress,  1  ocrat,  was  chosen  si)eaker  of  the 
Second  Session.  /  House.      The    paramount   duty  of 

Congress  was  that  of  making  a  choice  between  the  demm'ratic 
and  republican  returns  from  Florida  and  Louisiana.  The 
constitution  makes  no  provision  as  to  who  shall  count  the 
electoral  votes;  it  only  directs  that  *'the  j)resident  of  the 
Senate  shall,  in  the  presence  of  the  Senate  and  House  (»f  Rep- 
resentatives, open  all  the  certificates,  and  the  votes  shall  then 
be  counted. '^  A  joint  authority  over  the  counting  had  bt-en 
exercised  by  the  two  houses  accrording  to  a  joint  rule  regulat- 
ing the  count,  and  votes  on  several  accounts  had  been  n^ 
jccted  ;  but  now  the  House  was  democratic  and  the  Senate 
was  republican,  and  neither  house  would  consent  to  a  revi- 
sion of  the  joint  rule  for  the  purpose  of  meeting  the  emor- 
gency.  It  was  evident  that  each  house  would  suj)|R)rt  ili^ 
electors  of  its  own  party.  The  rej)ublicans  claimed  that  to 
the  presid(*nt  of  the  Senate  l)elong<'(l  the  sole  authority  of 
opening  and  announcing  the  returns  in  the  presence  <>r  the 
two  houses.  The  democrats  disputed  this  ritrht,  and  clainn-d 
that  the  joint  body  could  letnillv  control  the  count.      It  was 
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said  by  some  democrats  that  the  house  could  decide  for  itself^ 
when  the  emergency  had  come  in  which  it  was  to  elect  a  chief 
magistrate. 

The  great  dangers  approaching  the  electoral  count  were 
known  to  all.  It  is  stated  that  democrats,  fearing  the  presi- 
dent of  the  Senate  would  exercise  the  authority  of  announc- 
ing the  result,  were  preparing  to  swear  in  and  inaugurate 
Tilden  by  secrecy,  if  possible,  and  by  force,  if  necessaiy .  Mr. 
Watterson,  a  representative  from  Kentucky,  stilted  that  he 
had  completed  arrangements  to  have  100,000  men  at  Wash- 
ington on  inauguration  day  to  see  that  Tilden  was  installed. 

The  condition  of  affairs  was  thought  by  the  President  and 
secretary  of  war  sufficiently  critical  to  justify  active  prepara- 
tions to  secure  the  safe  inauguration  of  Hayes.  President 
Grant  said  that  he  "  would  have  peace  if  he  had  to  figlit  for  iK'' 
Accordingly  he  sent  to  Governor  Hartranft,  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, to  ascertain  if  he  could  stoj)  any  movement  of  New  York 
troops  to  the  capital,  "as  he  had  information  that  the  purpose 
was  to  forcibly  install  Tilden/'  The  governor  having  replied 
that  he  could  carry  out  the  wish  of  President  with  the  Grand 
Army  of  the  Republic  and  the  National  Guards,  returned  to 
Harrisburg  and  prepared  for  such  an  emergency.  The  legis- 
lature was  in  session,  and  the  republicans  in  caucus  resolved, 
"without  knowing  exactly  why,  to  sustain  any  action  of  the 
Governor  with  the  resources  of  the  state."  The  secretary  of 
war,  having  sent  for  General  Sherman,  went  on  with  compre- 
hensive preparations  which,  if  there  had  been  a  need  for  com- 
pletion, would  in  a  short  time  have  put  a  check  upon  the 
madness  of  any  mob.  The  time  has  not  yet  come  for  all  this 
story  to  be  told.  "There  is  a  most  interesting  unwTitten 
history  of  events  then  transj)irin<z:,  whic^h  no  one  now  living 
can  fully  relate  without  unjustifiuhlo  violations  of  political  and 
personal  confidences."  But  the  aj)proaching  danger  was  over- 
come by  patriotic    leaders    of  both   great    political    parties. 
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These  neld  several  private  conferences  and  agreed  in  substance 
upon  a  result  several  days  before  the  introduction  of  the  bill 
which  decided  the  question.  The  leaders  in  these  conferences 
-on  the  part  of  the  democrats  were,  Bayard,  Gordon,  Randall, 
and  Hewitt ;  on  the  part  of  the  republicans,  Conkling,  Ed- 
munds, and  Frelinghuysen.  Mr,  Hewitt  was  a  representa- 
tive, and  a  chairman  of  the  national  democratic  committee. 

ELECTORAL  COMMISSION   ACT 

The  solution  of  the  difficulty  was  through  the  electoral 
commission  act,  which  was  passed  by  both  houses.  The  act 
was  a  democratic  measure,  if  judged  from  the  votes  cast  for  or 
against  it.  In  the  Senate  it  was  opposed  by  sixteen  repub- 
licans, and  only  one  democrat.  The  bill  passed  this  body  by 
a  Vote  of  47  to  17,  and  the  House  by  181  to  86.  The  act 
•created  an  electoral  commission,  consisting  of  five  senators, 
five  representatives,  and  five  justices  of  the  Supreme  Court. 
Of  the  Supreme  Court,  there  were  Judges  Clifford,  Field, 
Miller,  and  Strong,  who  selected  Judge  Bradley  for  the  fifth  ; 
■of  the  Senate  there  were  Edmunds,  Morton,  and  Frelinghuy- 
sen, republicans,  and  Bayard  and  Tliurman  w^re  democrats. 
Senator  Thurman  subsequently  retired  on  account  of  illness, 
and  was  succeeded  by  Kernan,  of  New  York ;  of  the  House 
there  were  representatives  Abbott,  Hunton,  and  Payne,  dem- 
ocrats, and  Garfield  and  Hoar,  republicans.  All  the  votes 
upon  which  the  two  houses  could  not  agree  were  to  be  refer- 
red to  this  commission,  and  its  decision,  unless  overruled  by 
both  houses,  was  to  be  final.  The  electoral  commission  met 
February  1,  and  decided  all  objections  to  the  electoral  votes 
of  Florida,  Louisiana,  South  Carolina,  and  Oregon,  in  &vor 
of  the  republicans.  In  other  words,  it  took  the  position  that 
the  returns  sent  by  the  constituted  authorities  of  a  state  must 
be  accepted  as  final  and  conclusive,  and  could  not  be  exam- 
ined by  any  other  state,  or  by  all  the  states  together.     The 
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ecision  as  to  South  Carolina  and  Oregon  was  a  confirmation 
of  what  had  previously  been  agreed  upon. 

The  two  parties  disagreed  by  a  strict  party  vote  on  nearly 
all   the  points  at  iasue.     The  electoral  votes  having  been 
oounted  according  to  the  provisions  of  the  act,  were  found  to 
be  185  for  Hayes  and  Wheeler,  and  184  for  Tilden  and  Hen- 
dricks.    For  a  few  weeks  after  this  decision,  which  closed 
the  greatest  crisis  that  ever  attended  the  election  of  a  Presi- 
dent in  this  country,  there  was  a  feeling  of  satisfaction  and  a 
willingness  to  acquiesce  in  the  result,  but  in  a  short  time 
many  northern  democrats,  believing  that  their  party  had  been 
•dcjprived  of  its  rightful  President,  manifested  considerable 
partisan  bitterness,  and  disputed  the  title  of  President  Hayes, 
till  the  question  was  settled,  June  14,  1878,  by  the  House 
judiciary  committee. 

The  conclusion  of  the  electoral  count  was  not  reached  till  two 
days  before  the  close  of  the  session.  Congress  adjourned  March 
4, 1877,  and  March  5,  Hayes  and  Wheeler  were  sworn  into  ofBce. 
The  democratic  party,  in  submitting  to  a  decision,  which 
they  deemed  inconclusive,  gave  proof  of  moderation  and  pa- 
triotism. 
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1872.-LABOR  REFORM  PLATFORM, 

Columbus^  February  SI, 

We  hold  that  all  political  power  is  inherent  in  the  people,  and  free  gov— ^" 
emment  founded  on  their  authority,  and  established  for  their  benefit;  that-^ 
all  citizens  are  equal  in  political  risjhts  entitleii  to  the  largest  religiousa^ 
and  political  liberty  compatible  with  the  good  order  of  society,  and  aLso- 
the  use  and  enjoyment  of  the  fruits  of  their  labor  and  talents;  and  no  man 
or  set  of  men  is  cntitle<l  to  exclusive  separable  endowments  and  privib 
<>r  immuniti<'s  from  the  g:<)vernraent,  but  in  consideration  of  public  j^t — ""*  '"^' 

vices;  and  any  laws  dtstrurtive  of  these  fund:iniental  ]>rineiple--  art*  with *    '' 

out  moral  l)in(lin<i:  force,  and  slionbl  be  repealeil.      Arul  iK-lievli^i:  tbat  ail-^    .*-'/ 
the  evils  resulting  from  unjust   legislation,  wow  aneoting  the  indu>trial^         ■' 
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claases,  can  be  removed  by  the  adoption  of  the  principles  contained  in  the 
following  declaration ;  therefore, 

JReaolixd,  That  it  is  the  duty  of  the  government  to  establish  a  jast  stand- 
ard of  distribution  of  capital  and  labor,  by  providing  a  purely  national 
circulating  medium,  based  on  the  faith  and  resources  of  the  nation,  issued 
directly  to  the  people  without  the  intervention  of  any  system  of  banking 
corporations,  which  monpy  shall  be  legal  tender  -in  the  payment  of  all 
debts,  public  and  private,  and  interchangeable,  at  the  option  of  the  holder, 
for  government  bonds  bearing  a  rate  of  interest  not  to  exceed  3.65  per 
cent.,  subject  to  future  legislation  by  Congress. 

2.  That  the  national  debt  should  be  paid  in  good  faith,  according  to  the 
original  contract,  at  the  earliest  option  of  the  government,  without  mort- 
gaging the  property  of  the  people  or  the  future  exigencies  of  labor  to  en- 
rich a  few  capitalists  at  home  and  abroad. 

3.  That  justice  demands  that  the  burdens  of  government  should  be  so 
adjusted  as  to  bear  equally  on  all  classes,  and  that  the  exemption  from 
taxation  of  government  bonds,  bearing  extravagant  rates  of  interest,  is  a 
violation  of  all  just  principles  of  revenue  laws. 

4.  That  the  public  lands  of  the  United  States  belong  to  the  people,  and 
should  not  be  sold  to  individuals  nor  granted  to  corporations,  but  should 
be  held  as  a  sacred  trust  for  the  benefit  of  the  people,  and  should  be  granted 
to  landless  settlers  only,  in  amounts  not  exceeding  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  of  land. 

5.  That  Congress  should  modify  the  tariff  so  as  to  admit  free  such  arti- 
cles of  common  use  as  we  can  neither  produce  nor  grow,  and  lay  duties  for 
revenue  mainly  upon  articles  of  luxury,  and  upon  such  articles  of  manu- 
facture as  will,  we  having  the  raw  materials,  assist  in  further  developing 
the  resources  of  the  country. 

6.  That  the  presence  in  our  country  of  Chinese  laborers,  imported  by 
capitalists  in  large  numbers  for  servile  use«  is  an  evil  entailing  want  and 
its  attendant  train  of  misery  and  crime  on  all  classes  of  the  American  peo- 
ple, and  should  be  prohibited  by  legislation. 

7.  That  we  ask  for  the  enactment  of  a  law  by  which  all  mechanic  s  and 
day-laborers  employed  by  or  on  behalf  of  the  government,  whether  directly 
or  indirectly,  through  persons,  firms,  or  corporations,  contracting  with  the 
state,  shall  conform  to  the  reduced  standard  of  oipht  hours  a  day,  recently 
adpoted  by  Congress  for  national  employes;  and  also  for  an  amendment  to 
the  acts  of  incorporation  for  cities  and  towns,  by  which  all  laborers  and 
mechanics  employed  at  their  expense  shall  conform  to  the  same  numl)er 
of  hours. 

8.  That  the  enlightened  spirit  of  the  age  demands  the  abolition  of  the 
^stem  of  contract  labor  in  our  prisons  and  other  reformatory  institutions. 
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9.  That  the  protection  of  life,  liberty,  and  properly  are  the  three  cardi- 
nal principles  of  goyernment,  and  the  first  two  are  more  sacred  than  the 
latter ;  therefore,  money  needed  for  prosecuting  warsshoald,  as  it  is  required, 
be  assessed  and  collected  from  the  wealthy  of  the  country,  and  not  entailed 
as  a  burden  on  posterity. 

10.  That  it  is  the  duty  of  the  goyernment  to  exercise  its  power  oyer  rail 
roads  and  telegraph  corporations,  that  they  shall  not  in  any  case  be  prir- 
ileged  to  exact  such  rates  of  freight,  transportation,  or  <*harges,  by  what- 
eyer  name,  as  may  bear  unduly  or  unequally  upon  the  producer  or  con- 
sumer. 

11.  That  there  should  be  such  a  reform  in  the  ciyil  senrice  of  the 
national  goyernment  as  will  remoye  it  beyond  all  partisan  influence,  and 
place  it  in  the  charge  and  under  the  direction  of  intelligent  and  competent 
business  men. 

12.  That  as  both  history  and  experience  teach  us  that  power  eyer  seeks  to 
perpetuate  itself  by  eyery  and  all  means,  and  that  its  prolonged  possession 
in  hands  of  one  person  is  always  dangerous  to  the  interests  of  a  free  people, 
and  belieying  that  the  spirit  of  our  organic  laws  and  the  stability  and 
safety  of  our  free  institutions  are  best  obeyed  on  the  one  hand,  and  secured 
on  the  other,  by  a  regular  constitutional  change  in  the  chief  of  the  country 
at  each  election ;  therefore,  we  are  in  fayor  of  limiting  the  occupancy  of 
the  presidential  chair  to  one  term. 

13.  That  we  are  in  fayor  of  granting  general  amnesty  and  restoring  the 
Union  at  once  on  the  basis  of  equality  of  rights  and  priyileges  to  all,  the 
impartial  administration  of  justice  being  the  only  true  bond  of  union  to 
bind  the  states  together,  and  restore  the  goyernment  of  the  people. 

14.  That  we  demand  the  subjection  of  the  military  to  the  ciyil  anthori- 
ties,  and  the  confinement  of  its  operations  to  national  purposes  alone. 

15.  That  we  deem  it  expedient  for  Congress  to  super yise  the  patent  lavs, 
8o  as  to  giye  labor  more  fully  the  benefit  of  its  own  ideas  and  inyentions. 

16.  That  fitness,  and  not  political  or  personal  considerations,  should  be 
the  only  recommendation  to  public  office,  either  appointiye  or  electiye: 
and  any  and  all  laws  looking  to  the  establishment  of  thb  principle  are 
heartily  approyed. 

1872.— PROHIBITION  PLATFORM, 

Columhus,  OhiOf  February  22, 

The  preamble  recites  that  protection  and  allegiance  are  reciprocal  du- 
ties ;  and  eyery  citizen  who  yields  obediently  to  the  full  commands  of  goy- 
ernment should  be  protected  in  all  enjoyment  of  personal  secnrity,  personal 
liberty,  and  priyate  property..  That  the  traffic  in  intoxicating  drinks 
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greatly  impairs  the  personal  security  and  personal  liberty  of  a  great  mass 
of  citizens,  and  renders  private  property  insecure.  That  all  political 
parties  are  hopelessly  unwilling  to  adopt  an  adequate  policy  on  this 
qaestion :  Therefore,  as  a  national  convention,  we  adopt  the  following 
declaration  of  principles: 

That  while  we  acknowledge  the  pure  patriotism  and  profound  statesman- 
ship of  those  patriots  who  laid  the  foundation  of  this  government,  secur- 
ing at  once  the  rights  of  the  states  severally  and  their  inseparable  union  by 
the  federal  constitution,  we  would  not  merely  garnish  the  sepulchres  of  our 
republican  fathers,  but  we  do  hereby  renew  our  pledges  of  solemn  fealty 
to  the  imperishable  principles  of  civil  and  religious  liberty  embodied  in 
the  Declaration  of  Independence  and  our  federal  constitution. 

That  the  traffic  in  intoxicating  beverages  is  a  dishonor  to  Christian  civ- 
ilization, a  political  wrong  of  unequaled  enormity,  subversive  of  ordinary 
objects  of  government,  not  capable  of  being  regulated  or  restrained  by  any 
system  of  license  whatever,  and  imperatively  demands,  for  its  suppression, 
effective  legal  prohibition,  both  by  state  and  national  legislation. 

That  there  can  be  no  greater  peril  to  a  nation  than  existing  party  com- 
petition for  the  liquor  vote.  That  any  party  not  opposed  to  the  traffic,  ex- 
perience shows,  will  engage  in  this  competition — will  court  the  favor  of 
criminal  classes — will  barter  away  the  public  morals,  the  purity  of  the 
ballot,  and  every  object  of  good  government,  for  party  success. 

That,  as  prohibitionists,  we  will  individually  use  all  efforts  to  persuade 
men  from  the  use  of  intoxicating  liquors;  and  we  invite  all  persons  to  as- 
sist in  this  movement. 

That  competence,  honesty,  and  sobriety  are  indispensable  qualifications 
for  holding  office. 

That  removals  from  public  office  for  mere  political  difTerencesof  opinion 
are  wrong. 

That  fixed  and  moderate  salaries  of  public  officers  should  take  the  places 
of  fees  and  perquisites;  and  that  all  means  should  be  taken  to  prevent 
corruption  and  encourage  economy. 

That  the  President  and  Vice-President  should  be  elected  directly  by  the 
peoT^le. 

That  we  are  in  favor  of  a  sound  national  currency,  adequate  to  the  de- 
mands of  business,  and  convertible  into  gold  an<l  silver  at  the  will  of  the 
holder,  and  the  adoption  of  every  measure  compatible  with  justice  and 
public  safety  to  appreciate  our  present  currency  to  the  gold  standard. 

That  the  rates  of  ocean  and  inland  jwstage,  and  railroad  and  telegraph 
lines  and  water  transportation,  should  be  made  as  low  as  possible  by  law 

That  we  are  opposed  to  all  discrimination  in  favor  of  capital  against  la 
bor,  as  well  as  all  monopoly  and  class  legislation. 
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That  the  removal  of  the  burdens  imposed  in  the  traffic  in  intoxicatiii(^^^^ 
drinks  will  emancipate  labor,  and  practically  promote  labor  reform. 

That  suffrage  should  be  granted  to  all  persons,  without  regard  to  sex. 

That  the  fostering  and  extension  of  common  schools  is  a  primary  duty 
of  the  government. 

That  a  liberal  policy  should  be  pursued  to  promote  foreign  immigration. 


1872.— LIBERAL  REPUBUCAN  PLATFORM, 

Cineinnatif  May  I. 

We,  the  liberal  republicans  of  the  United  States,  in  national  conyentioo 
assembled  at  Cincinnati,  proclaim  the  following  principles  as  essential  to 
just  government : 

1.  We  recognize  the  equality  of  all  men  before  the  law,  and  hold  that  it 
is  the  duty  of  government,  in  its  dealings  with  the  people,  to  mete  out  equal 
and  exact  justice  to  all,  of  whatever  nativity,  race,  color,  or  persuasion,  re- 
ligious or  political. 

2.  We  pledge  ourselves  to  maintain  the  union  of  these  states,  emancipa- 
tion, and  enfranchisement,  and  to  oppose  any  re-opening  of  the  questions 
settled  by  the  thirteenth,  fourteenth,  and  fifteenth  amendments  of  the  con- 
stitution. 

3.  We  demand  the  imme<liate  and  absolute  removal  of  all  disabilities 
imposed  on  account  of  the  rebellion,  which  was  finally  suMued  seven  yean* 
ago,  believing  that  universal  amnesty  will  result  in  complete  pacification 
in  all  sections  of  the  country. 

4.  Local  self-government,  with  impartial  suffrage,  will  guard  the  rights 
of  all  citizens  more  securely  than  any  centralized  power.  The  jmblic  wel- 
fare requires  the  supremacy  of  the  civil  over  the  military  authority,  and 
the  freedom  of  j>erson  under  the  protection  of  the  habeas  cnrpiiA.  We  de- 
mand for  the  individual  the  largest  liberty  consistent  with  public  order, 
for  the  state  self-government,  and  for  the  nation  a  return  to  the  methods 
of  peace  and  the  constitutional  limitations  of  power. 

5.  The  civil  service  of  the  government  has  become  a  mere  instrument  of 
partisan  tyranny  and  personal  ambition,  and  an  object  of  selfish  greed.  It 
is  a  scandal  and  reproach  upon  free  institutions,  and  breeds  a  demoraliza- 
tion d anurous  to  the  |)crj)etuity  of  republican  government.  We,  there- 
fore, rogjard  a  thorough  reform  of  the  civil  service  as  one  of  the  most  pres- 
sing necessities  of  the  hour;  that  bon«^ty,  capacity,  and  fidelity  constitute 
the  only  valid  claims  to  public  employment ;  that  the  offices  of  the  govern- 
ment cease  to  he  a  matter  of  arbitrary  favoritism  and  patronage,  and  that 
public  station  hliall  become  again  a  post  of  honor.    To  this  end,  it  is  im 
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itivelj  required  that  no  President  ehall  be  a  candidate  for  re-election. 

6.  We  demand  a  system  of  federal  taxation  which  shall  not  unnecessa- 
x-iljr  interfere  with  the  industry  of  the  people,  and  which  shall  provide  the 
xneans  neceesary  to  pay  the  expenses  of  the  goyemment,  economically  ad- 
Kninistered,  the  pensions,  the  interest  on  the  public  debt,  and  a  moderate 

"^eduction  annually  of  the  principal  thereof;  and  recognizing  that  there 
are  in  our  midst  honest  but  irreconcilable  differences  of  opinion  with  re- 

,^ard  to  the  respective  systems  of  protection  and  free  trade,  we  remit  the 
<liscu88ion  of  the  subject  to  the  people  in  their  congressional  districts  and 

^he  decision  of  Congress  thereon,  wholly  free  from  Executive  interference 

-or  dictation. 

7.  The  public  credit  must  be  sacredly  maintained,  and  we  denounce  re- 
pudiation in  every  form  and  guise. 

8.  A  speedy  return  to  specie  payment  is  demanded  alike  by  the  highest 
•^x>iisideration8  of  commercial  morality  and  honest  government. 

9.  We  remember  with  gratitude  the  heroism  and  sacrifices  of  the  soldiers 
^uid  sailors  of  the  republic ;  and  no  act  of  ours  shall  ever  detract  from  their 
Jostly  earned  fame  or  the  full  rewards  of  their  patriotism. 

10.  We  are  opposed  to  all  further  grants  of  lands  to  railroads  or  other 
-corporations.    The  public  domain  should  be  held  sacred  to  actual  settlers. 

11.  We  hold  that  it  is  the  duty  of  the  government,  in  its  intercourse  with 
foreign  nations,  to  cultivate  the  friendships  of  peace,  by  treating  with  all 

"On  fair  and  equal  terms,  regarding  it  alike  dishonorable  either  to  demand 
nirhat  is  not  right  or  submit  to  what  is  wrong. 

12.  For  the  promotion  and  success  of  these  vital  principles  and  the  sup- 
port of  the  candidates  nominated  by  this  convention,  we  invite  and  cor- 
<lially  welcome  the  co-operation  of  all  patriotic  citizens,  without  regard  to 
previous  political  affiliations. 

1872.— DEMOCRATIC  PLATFORM, 

Baltimore^  July  9. 

We,  the  democratic  electors  of  the  United  States,  in  convention  assem- 
l>led,  do  present  the  following  principles,  already  adopted  at  Cincinnati, 
:as  essential  to  just  government : 

[Here  followed  the  ** liberal  republican  platform";  which  see  above.] 


1872.— REPUBLICAN  PLATFORM, 

Philadelphia  J  June  5, 

The  republican  party  of  the  United  States,  assembled  in  national  con- 
Tention  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  on  the  5th  and  6th  days  of  June,  1872, 
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again  declares  its  faith,  appeals  to  its  history,  and  announces  its  position, 
upon  the  questions  before  the  country: 

1.  During  eleven  years  of  supremacy  it  has  accepted,  with  ^and  cour- 
age, the  solemn  duties  of  the  time.  It  suppressed  a  gigantic,  rebellion; 
emancipated  four  millions  of  slaves,  decreed  the  equal  citizenship  of  ail, 
and  established  universal  suffrage.  Exhibiting  unparalleled  magnanim- 
ity, it  criminally  punished  no  man  for  political  offenses,  and  warmly  wel- 
comeil  all  who  proved  their  loyalty  by  obeying  the  laws  and  dealing  justly 
with  their  neighbors.  It  has  steadily  decreased,  with  firm  hand,  the  re- 
sultant disorders  of  a  great  war,  and  initiated  a  wise  and  humane  policy 
toward  the  Indians.  The  Pacific  railroad  and  similar  vast  enterprises 
have  been  generously  aided  and  successfully  conducted,  the  public  landi; 
freely  given  to  actual  settlers,  immigration  protected  and  encouraged,  and 
a  full  acknowledgment  of  the  naturalized  citizen's  rights  secured  from 
European  powers.  A  uniform  national  currency  has  been  provided,  repu- 
diation frowned  down,  the  national  credit  sustained  under  the  most  extra- 
ordinary burdens,  and  new  bonds  negotiated  at  lower  rates.  The  revenues 
have  been  carefully  collected  and  honestly  applied.  Despite  annual  large 
reductions  of  the  rates  of  taxation,  the  public  debt  has  been  reduced  dur- 
ing General  Grant's  presidency  at  the  rate  of  a  hundred  millions  a  year,, 
great  financial  crises  have  been  avoided,  and  peace  and  plenty  prevail 
throughout  the  land.  Menacing  foreign  difficulties  have  Ikhmi  i)eacefully 
and  honorably  compromised,  and  the  honor  and  power  of  the  nation  kept 
in  hijrh  respect  tlirouffhout  the  world.  Tlii*^  ijlorious  record  oi  the  past  i> 
the  party's  hot  pledu^e  for  the  future.  We  Relieve  the  j>eoj»le  will  not  in- 
trust the  government  to  any  party  or  combination  of  men  cojn|H»«^ed  chiellv 
of  those  who  have  resisted  every  >tep  of  this  beui'ticent  proirres>. 

2.  The  recent  amendments  iO  the  national  constitution  sliouhl  he  cor- 
diallv  sustained  Ix'cause  thev  are  ri<rht,  not  merelv  tolerated  Ikhjiusc  ihev 
are  law,  and  should  he  carried  out  accordin«^  to  their  spirit  hy  appro]»riate 
legislation,  the  enforcement  of  which  can  safelv  he  intrusted  onlv  to  the 
party  that  secured  those  aniendments. 

^.  Complete  liberty  and  exact  e<juality  in  the  enjoyment  of  all  civil. 
politi<'al,  ami  public  rights  should  he  established  and  etiectually  main- 
tained thr()U«;hout  the  I'nion  by  efficient  and  appropriate  state  and  ItslcMl 
legislation.  Neither  the  law  nor  its  administration  should  admit  anvdis- 
cri?nination  in  respect  to  citizens  by  reason  of  race,  creinl,  color,  or  pn.-- 
vious  condition  of  servitude. 

4.  The  national  government  should  seek  to  maintain  hnn(»rable  |H-n«  r 
with  all  nations,  pn»tectiiiu:  its  citizi-ns  everywhere,  and  symp:ithi/inir  with 
all  pcoj>les  who  strive  for  «i:reMtcr  liberty. 

6.  Any  system  <^f  civil  service  under  which  the  subordinate  position-^  oi 
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the  government  are  considered  rewards  for  mere  party  zeal  is  fatally  de- 
moralizing; and  we,  therefore,  favor  a  reform  of  the  system,  by  laws  which 
shall  abolish  the  evils  of  patronage,  and  make  honesty,  efficiency,  and 
fidelity  the  essential  qualifications  for  public  positions,  without  practically 
creating  a  life  tenure  of  office. 

6.  We  are  opposed  to  further  grants  of  the  public  lands  to  corporations 
and  monopolies,  and  demand  that  the  national  domain  be  set  apart  for 
free  homes  for  the  people. 

7.  The  annual  revenue,  after  paying  current  expenditures,  pensions,  and 
the  interest  on  the  public  debt,  should  furnish  a  moderate  balance  for  the 
reduction  of  the  principal ;  and  that  revenue,  except  so  much  as  may  be 
derived  from  a  tax  upon  tobacco  and  liquors,  should  be  raised  by  duties 
upon  importations,  the  details  of  which  should  be  so  adjusted  as  to  aid  in 
securing  remunerative  wages  to  labor,  and  promote  the  industries,  pros- 
perity, and  growth  of  the  whole  country. 

8.  We  hold  in  undying  honor  the  soldiers  and  sailors  whose  valor  saved 
the  Union.  Their  pensions  are  a  sacred  debt  of  the  nation,  and  the  wid- 
ows and  orphans  of  those  who  died  for  their  country  are  entitled  to  the 
care  of  a  generous  and  grateful  people.  We  favor  such  additional  legisla- 
tion as  will  extend  the  bounty  of  the  government  to  all  our  soldiers  and 
sailors  who  were  honorably  discharged,  and  who  in  the  line  of  duty  be- 
came disabled,  without  regard  to  the  length  of  service  or  the  cause  of  such 
discharge. 

9.  The  doctrine  of  Great  Britain  and  other  European  powers  concerning 
allegiance — "once  a  subject  always  a  subject" — having  at  last,  through 
the  efibrts  of  the  republican  party,  been  abandoned,  and  the  American 
idea  of  the  individual's  right  to  transfer  allegiance  having  been  accepted 
by  European  nations,  it  is  the  duty  of  our  government  to  guard  with  jealous 
care  the  rights  of  adopted  citizens  against  the  assumption  of  unauthorized 
claims  by  their  former  governments,  and  we  urge  continued  careful  en- 
couragement and  protection  of  voluntary  immigration. 

10.  The  franking  privilege  ought  to  be  abolished,  and  a  way  prepared 
for  a  speedy  reduction  in  the  rates  of  postage. 

11.  Among  the  questions  which  press  for  attention  is  that  which  con- 
cerns the  relations  of  capital  and  labor;  and  the  republican  party  recog- 
nizes the  duty  of  so  shaping  legislation  as  to  secure  full  protection  and 
the  amplest  field  for  capital,  and  for  labor,  the  creator  of  capital,  the  larg- 
est opportunities  and  a  just  share  of  the  mutual  profits  of  these  two  great 
servants  of  civilization. 

12.  We  hold  that  Congress  and  the  President  have  only  fulfilled  an  im- 
perative duty  in  their  measures  for  the  suppression  of  violence  and  tirea- 
sonable  organizations  in  certain  lately  rebellious  regions,  and  for  the  pro- 
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tection  of  the  ballot-box ;  and,  thereforei  they  are  entitled  to  the  thanki^ 
of  the  nation. 

13.  We  denounce  repudiation  of  the  public  debt,  in  any  form  or  dis^ 
IJTuise,  as  a  national  crime.     We  witness  with  pride  the  reduction  of 
principal  of  the  debt,  and  oi  the  rates  of  interest  upon  the  balance,  and — 
confidently  expect  that  our  excellent  national  currency  will  be  perfec 
by  a  speedy  resumption  of  specie  payment. 

14.  The  republican  party  is  mindful  of  its  obligations  to  the  loyal 
men  of  America  for  their  noble  devotion  to  the  cause  of  freedom.     The! 
admission  to  wider  fields  of  usefulness  is  viewed  with  satisfaction ;  and 
the  honest  demand  of  any  class  of  citizens  for  additional  rights  should  be 
treated  with  respectful  consideration. 

15.  We  heartily  approve  the  action  of  Congress  in  extending  amnesty  to 
those  lately  in  rebellion,  and  rejoice  in  the  growth  of  peace  and  fraternal 
feeling  throughout  the  land. 

16.  The  republican  party  proposes  to  respect  the  rights  reserved  by  the 
people  to  themselves  as  carefully  as  the  powers  delegated  by  them  to  the 
states  and  to  the  federal  government.  It  disapproves  of  the  resort  to  un- 
constitutional laws  for  the  purpose  of  removing  evils,  by  interference  with 
rights  not  surrendered  by  the  people  to  either  the  state  or  national  gov- 
ernment. 

17.  It  is  the  duty  of  the  general  government  to  adopt  such  measures  as 
may  tend  to  encourage  and  restore  American  commerce  and  ship-building. 

18.  Wc  believe  that  the  modest  patriotism,  the  earnest  purpose,  the 
sound  judgincnt,  the  practical  wisdom,  the  incorruptible  integrity,  and 
the  illustrious  services  of  Ulysses  8.  (irant  have  commended  him  to  the 
heart  of  the  American  people;  and  with  him  at  our  head,  we  start  to-day 
upon  a  new  march  to  victory. 

19.  Henry  Wilson,  nominated  for  the  vice-presidency, _k no wn  to  the 
whole  land  from  the  early  days  of  the  great  struggle  for  liberty  as  an  in- 
defatigable laborer  in  all  campaigns,  an  incorruptible  legislator  and  rep- 
resentative man  of  American  institutions,  is  worthy  to  associate  with  our 
great  loader  and  share  the  honors  which  we  pledge  our  be^t  efforts  to  be- 
:.tow  upon  them. 


1872.— DEMOCKATIC  (STRAIGHT-OUT)  PLATFORM, 

Loum'ilfr   Ky.,  September  3. 

Whereas,  A  frequent  recurrence  to  first  principles,  and  eternal  vigil- 
ance against  abuses,  are  the  wisest  provisions  for  lil)erty,  which  is  the 
source  of  progress,  and  fi<lelity  to  our  constitutional  system  is  the  only 
protection  for  either ;  therefore, 
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Beaolved^  That  the  original  basis  of  our  whole  political  structure  is  con- 
cent in  every  part  thereof.  The  people  of  each  state  voluntarily  created 
their  state,  and  tbe  states  voluntarily  formed  the  Union ;  and  each  state 
provided  by  itrf  written  constitution  for  everything  a  state  could  do  for 
the  protection  of  life,  liberty,  and  property  within  it;  and  each  state, 
jointly  with  the  others,  provided  a  federal  Union  for  foreign  and  inter- 
state relations. 

Reso/vedf  That  all  governmental  powers,  whether  state  or  federal,  are 
trust  powers,  coming  from  the  people  of  each  state,  and  that  they  are  lim- 
ited to  the  written  letter  of  the  constitution  and  the  laws  passed  in  pursu- 
ance of  it*  which  powers  must  be  exercised  in  the  utmost  good  faith,  the 
constitution  itself  stating  in  what  manner  they  may  be  altered  and 
amended. 

Resolved,  That  the  interests  of  labor  and  capital  should  not  be  permitted 
to  conflict,  but  should  be  harmonized  by  judicious  legislation.  While 
such  a  conflict  continues,  labor,  which  is  the  parent  of  wealth,  is  entitled 
to  paramount  consideration. 

Baolvedj  That  we  proclaim  to  the  world  that  principle  is  to  be  preferred 
to  power;  that  the  democratic  party  is  held  together  by  the  cohesion  of 
time-honored  principles,  which  they  will  never  surrender  in  exchange  for 
all  the  offices  which  Presidents  can  confer.  The  pangs  of  the  minorities 
are  doubtless  excruciating;  but  we  welcome  an  eternal  minority,  under 
the  banner  inscribed  with  our  principles,  rather  than  an  almighty  and 
everlasting  majority,  purchased  by  their  abandonment. 

Eesoloed,  That,  having  been  betrayed  at  Baltimore  into  a  false  creed  and 
a  false  leadership  by  the  convention,  we  repudiate  both,  and  appeal  to  the 
people  to  approve  our  platform,  and  to  rally  to  the  polls,  and  support  the 
true  platform  and  the  candidates  who  embody  it. 


1875.— THE  AMERICAN  NATIONAL  PLATFORM, 

Adopted  in  Mau  Meeting^  PUUburg,  Jvne  9, 
We  hold : 

1.  That  ours  is  a  Christian,  and  not  a  heathen  nation,  and  that  the  Ood 
of  the  Christian  Scriptures  is  the  author  of  civil  government. 

2.  That  God  requires  and  man  needs  a  Sabbath. 

3.  That  the  prohibition  of  the  importation,  manufacture,  and  sale  of 
intoxicating  drinks  as  a  beverage,  is  the  true  policy  on  the  temperance 
•question. 

4.  The  charters  of  all  secret  lodges  granted  by  our  federal  and  state  leg" 
islatures  should  be  withdrawn,  and  their  oaths  prohibited  by  law. 
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5.  That  the  civil  equality  secured  to  all  American  citizens  by  articles 
13, 14,  and  15  of  our  amended  constitution  should  be  preserved  inviolate. 

6.  That  arbitration  of  differences  with  nations  is  the  most  direct  and 
sure  method  of  securing  and  perpetuating  a  permanent  peace. 

7.  That  to  cultivate  the  intellect  without  improving  the  morals  of  meo 
is  to  make  mere  adepts  and  experts;  therefore  the  Bible  should  be  asso- 
ciated  with  books  of  science  and  literature  in  all  our  educational  institu- 
tions. 

8.  That  land  and  other  monopolies  should  be  discountenanced. 

9.  That  the  government  should  furnish  the  people  with  an  ample  and 
sound  currency,  and  a  return  to  specie  payment,  as  soon  as  practicable. 

10.  That  maintenance  of  the  public  credit,  protection  to  all  loyal  citi- 
zens, and  justice  to  Indians  are  essential  to  the  honor  and  safety  of  our 
nation. 

11.  And,  finally,  we  demand  for  the  American  people  the  abolition  of 
electoral  colleges,  and  a  direct  vote  for  President  and  Vice-President  of 
the  United  States. 

[Their  candidates  were  James  B.  Walker,  Wheaton,  Illinois,  for  Pres- 
ident ;  and  Donald  Kirkpatrick,  Syracuse,  New  York,  for  Vice-President.} 


1876.— PROHIBITION  REFORM  PLATFORM, 

Ckveland,  Ohw,  Mnij  17. 

The  prohil)ition  n-forni  party  of  the  United  Slates,  organized  in  the 
name  of  the  people,  to  revive,  enforce,  and  perpetuate  in  the  governni».nt 
the  doctrines  of  the  Declaration  of  Iniiej^endence,  submit,  in  thi.-*  centennial 
year  of  tlie  rei)ul)li(',  for  the  sufirap^es  of  all  good  citizens,  the  followiii;; 
platform  of  national  reforms  and  measures: 

1.  The  legal  prohil)ition  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  the  territorii-s.  and 
in  every  other  place  subject  to  tlie  laws  of  Congres>,  of  the  inip()rtalinn. 
ex}x>rtation,  manufacture,  and  traffic  of  all  alcoholic  beverages,  as  high 
crimes  against  society  ;  an  amenrlment  of  the  national  constitution,  to  ren- 
der these  prohibitory  measures  universal  an<l  jH'rnianent ;  and  the  adop- 
tion of  treaty  stipulations  with  foreign  powers,  to  prevent  the  ini[iortation 
and  exportation  of  all  alcoholic  beverages. 

2.  The  abolition  of  class  legislation,  and  of  s|)eci!jl  privileges  in  th«  pnv- 
ernment,  and  the  adoption  ol  ccjual  suffrage  an<l  eligibility  to  otlice.  with- 
out distinction  of  race,  religious  creed,  pro|>eriy,  or  sex. 

8.  The  appropriation  of  the  j)ul)lic  lands,  in  limite<l  quantities,  to  actual 
settlers  only;  the  reduction  of  the  rates  of  inland  and  ocean  |H)stagc;  t.f 
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telegraphic  comxnanication ;  of  railroad  and  water  transportation  and 
travel,  to  the  lowest  practical  point,  by  force  of  laws,  wisely  and  justly 
framed,  with  reference,  not  only  to  the  interest  of  capital  employed,  but 
to  the  higher  claims  of  the  general  good. 

4.  The  suppression,  by  laws,  of  lotteries  and  gambling  in  gold,  stocks, 
produce,  and  every  form  of  money  and  property,  and  the  penal  inhibition 
of  the  use  of  the  public  mails  for  advertising  schemes  of  gambling  and 
lotteries. 

5.  The  abolition  of  those  foul  enormities,  polygamy  and  the  social  evil; 
and  the  protection  of  purity,  peace,  and  happiness  of  homes,  by  ample  and 
efficient  legislation. 

6.  The  national  observance  of  the  Christian  Sabbath,  established  by 
laws  prohibiting  ordinary  labor  and  business  in  ail  departments  of  public 
ficrvice  and  private  employment  (works  of  necessity,  charity,  and  religion 
excepted)  on  that  day. 

7.  The  establishment,  by  mandatory  provisions  in  national  and  state 
constitutions,  and  by  all  necessary  legislation,  of  a  system  of  free  public 
schools  for  the  universal  and  forced  education  of  all  the  youth  of  the  land. 

8.  The  free  use  of  the  Bible,  not  as  a  ground  of  religious  creeds,  but  as 
a  text-book  of  purest  morality,  the  best  liberty,  and  the  noblest  literature 
in  our  public  schools,  that  our  children  may  grow  up  in  its  light,  and  that 
its  spirit  and  principles  may  pervade  our  nation. 

9.  The  separation  of  the  government  in  all  its  departments  and  institu- 
tions, Including  the  public  schools,  and  all  funds  for  their  maintenance, 
from  the  control  of  every  religious  sect  or  other  association,  and  the  pro- 
tection alike  of  all  sects  by  equal  laws,  with  entire  freedom  of  religious 
faith  and  worship. 

10.  The  introduction  into  all  treaties  hereafter  negotiated  with  foreign 
governments  of  a  provision  for  the  amicable  settlement  of '  international 
difficulties  by  arbitration. 

11.  The  abolition  of  all  barbarous  modes  and  instruments  of  punish- 
ment; the  recognition  of  the  laws  of  God,  and  the  claims  of  humanity  in 
the  dbcipline  of  jails  and  prisons,  and  of  that  higher  and  wiser  civiliza- 
tion worthy  of  our  age  and  nation,  which  regards  the  reform  of  criminals 
as  a  means  for  the  prevention  of  crime. 

12.  The  abolition  of  executive  and  legislative  patronage,  and  the  elec- 
tion of  President,  Vice-President,  United  States  senators,  and  of  all  civil 
officers,  so  far  as  practicable,  by  the  direct  vote  of  the  people. 

13.  The  practice  of  a  friendly  and  liberal  policy  to  immigrants  from  all 
nations,  the  guaranty  to  them  of  ample  protection,  and  of  equal  rights  and 
privileges. 

14.  The  separation  of  the  money  of  government  from  all  banking  insti* 
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tntions.  The  national  government,  only,  should  exercise  the  high  prerog- 
ative of  issuing  paper  money,  and  that  should  be  subject  to  prompt  re- 
demption on  demand,  in  gold  and  silver,  the  only  equal  standards  of  value 
recognized  by  the  civilized  world. 

15.  The  reduction  of  the  salaries  of  public  officers  in  a  just  ratio  with 
the  decline  of  wages  and  market  prices ;  the  abolition  of  sinecures,  unnec- 
essary offices,  and  official  fees  and  perquisites ;  the  practice  of  strict  econ- 
omy in  government  expenses ;  and  a  free  and  thorough  investigation  into 
any  and  all  alleged  abuses  of  public  trusts. 


1876.— INDEPENDENT  (GREENBACK)  PLATFORM, 

Indianapolis,  Ind,^  May  17, 

The  independent  party  is  called  into  existence  by  the  necessities  of  the 
people,  whose  industries  are  prostrated,  whose  labor  is  deprived  of  its  just 
reward  by  a  ruinous  policy  which  the  republican  and  democratic  parties 
refuse  to  change;  and,  in  view  of  the  failure  of  these  parties  to  funiiifih 
relief  to  the  depressed  industries  of  the  country,  thereby  disappointing  the 
just  hopes  and  expectations  of  the  suffering  people,  we  declare  our  princi- 
ples, and  invite  all  independent  and  patriotic  men  to  ynn  our  ranks  in 
this  movement  for  financial  reform  and  industrial  emanoipation. 

1.  We  flemand  the  immediate  and  unconditional  repeal  of  the  specie 
resumption  act  of  January  14,  1875,  and  tlie  rescue  of  our  industries  frt»ra 
ruin  and  disaster  resulting  from  its  enforcement;  and  we  call  upon  all 
patriotic  men  to  organize  in  every  congressional  district  of  the  connirr, 
with  a  view  of  electing  repre>entatives  to  Congress  who  will  carry  out  the 
wishes  of  the  people  in  this  regard  and  stop  the  present  suicidal  and  de 
structive  policy  of  contraction. 

2.  We  believe  that  a  United  States  note,  issued  direi-tly  by  the  govern- 
ment, and  convertible,  on  demand,  into  United  States  obligatit>ns,  bearing 
a  rate  of  interest  not  exceeding  one  cent  a  day  on  each  one  hundred  dol- 
lars, and  exchangeable  for  United  Staters  notes  at  par,  will  atlord  the  l>e>t 
circulating  medium  ever  devised.  Such  United  States  nolens  >hould  l>e 
full  legal  tenders  for  all  purposes,  except  for  the  payment  of  such  obliga- 
tions as  are,  by  existing  contracts,  especially  made  payable  in  coin  ;  and 
we  hold  that  it  is  the  duty  of  the  government  to  provi«U' such  a  circulating 
medium,  and  insist,  in  the  language  of  Thomas  JefiV^rson,  that**  bank 
paper  must  be  suppressed,  and  the  circulation  restored  to  the  nation,  to 
whom  it  belongs." 

3.  It  is  the  paramount  duty  of  the  government,  in  all  its  legislation,  to 
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keep  in  view  the  full  development  of  all  legitimate  business,  agricultural, 
mining,  manufacturing,  and  commercial. 

4.  We  most  earnestly  protest  against  any  further  issue  of  gold  bonds  for 
sale  in  foreign  markets,  by  which  we  would  be  made,  for  a  long  period, 
"hewers  of  wood  and  drawers  of  water"  to  foreigners,  especially  as  the 
American  people  would  gladly  and  promptly  take  at  par  all  bonds  the 
government  may  need  to  sell,  provided  they  are  made  payable  at  the  op- 
tion of  the  holder,  and  bearing  interest  at  3.65  per  cent,  per  annum  or  even 
a  lower  rate. 

5.  We  further  protest  against  the  sale  of  government  bonds  for  the  pur- 
pose of  purchasing  silver  to  be  used  as  a  substitute  for  our  more  conven- 
ient and  less  fluctuating  fractional  currency,  which,  although  well  calcu- 
lated to  enrich  owners  of  silver  mines,  yet  in  operation  it  will  still  further 
oppress,  in  taxation,  an  already  overburdened  people. 


1876.—REPUBLICAN  PLATFORM, 

Cincinnaiif  Ohio,  June  14* 

When,  in  the  economy  of  Providence,  this  land  was  to  be  purged  of  hu- 
man slavery,  and  when  the  strength  of  the  government  of  the  people,  by 
the  people,  and  for  the  people,  was  to  be  demonstrated,  the  republican  party 
came  into  power.  Its  deeds  have  passed  into  history,  and  we  look  back  to 
them  with  pride.  Incited  by  their  memories  to  high  aims  for  the  good  of 
our  country  and  mankind,  and  looking  to  the  future  with  unfaltering 
courage,  hope,  and  purpose,  we,  the  representatives  of  the  party,  in  national 
convention  assembled,  make  the  following  declaration  of  principles: 

1.  The  United  States  of  America  is  a  nation,  not  a  league.  By  the  com- 
bined workings  of  the  national  and  state  governments,  under  their  respec- 
tive constitotions,  the  rights  of  every  citizen  are  secured,  at  home  and 
abroad,  and  the  common  welfare  promoted. 

2.  The  republican  party  has  preserved  these  governments  to  the  hun- 
dredth anniversary  of  the  nation's  birth,  and  they  are  now  embodiments  of 
the  great  truths  spoken  at  its  cradle— "That  all  men  are  created  equal; 
that  they  are  endowed  by  their  Creator  with  certain  inalienable  rights 
among  which  are  life,  liberty,  and  the  pursuit  of  happiness ;  that  for  the 
attainment  of  these  ends  governments  have  been  instituted  among  men,  de- 
riving their  just  powers  from  the  consent  of  the  governed."  Until  these 
truths  are  cheerfully  obeyed,  or,  if  need  be,  vigorously  enforced,  the  work 
of  the  republican  party  is  unfinished. 

3.  The  permanent  pacification  of  the  southern  section  of  the  Union,  and 
the  complete  protection  of  all  its  citizens  in  the  free  enjoyment  of  all  their 
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rights,  is  a  duty  to  which  the  republican  party  stands  sacredly  pledged. 
The  power  to  provide  for  the  enforcement  of  the  principles  embodied  in 
the  recent  constitutional  amendments  is  vested,  by  those  amendments,  in 
the  Congress  of  the  United  States ;  and  we  declare  it  to  be  the  solemn  ob- 
ligation of  the  legislative  and  executive  departments  of  the  government  to 
put  into  immediate  and  vigorous  exercise  all  their  constitutional  powere 
for  removing  any  just  causes  of  discontent  on  the  part  of  any  clasB,  and  for 
securing  to  every  American  citizen  complete  liberty  and  exact  equality  in 
the  exercise  of  all  ^ivil,  political,  and  public  rights,  'io  this  end  we  im- 
peratively demand  a  Congress  and  a  Chief  Executive  whose  courage  and 
fidelity  to  these  duties  shall  not  falter  until  these  results  are  placed  beyond 
dispute  or  recall. 

4.  In  the  first  act  of  Congress  signed  by  President  Grant,  the  national 
government  assumed  to  remove  any  doubt  of  its  purpose  to  discharge  all 
just  obligations  to  the  public  creditors,  and  *' solemnly  pledged  its  faith  to 
make  provision  at  the  earliest  practicable  period  for  the  redemption  of  the 
United  States  notes  in  coin.''  Commercial  prosperity,  public  morals,  and 
national  credit  demand  that  this  promise  be  fulfilled  by  a  continuous  ami 
steady  progress  to  specie  payment. 

5.  Under  the  constitution,  the  President  and  heads  of  departments  are  to 
make  nominations  for  office,  the  Senate  is  to  advise  and  consent  to  appoint- 
ments, and  the  House  of  Representatives  is  to  accuse  and  prosecute  faith- 
less officers.  The  best  interest  of  the  public  service  demands  that  thc«e 
distinctious  be  respected  ;  that  seiiatoi-s  and  representatives  who  may  l>e 
judges  and  accusers  should  not  dictate  apjwintments  to  office.  The  in- 
variable rule  in  appointmentsshouM  have  reference  to  the  honesty,  fidelity, 
and  capacity  of  the  appointees,  giving  to  the  party  in  power  those  places 
where  harmony  an<l  ^gor  of  administration  require  its  j>olicy  to  l>e  rep- 
resented, but  |)ermitting  all  others  to  be  filled  by  ^lersons  selected  with  sole 
reference  to  the  effii'iency  of  the  piiblio  service,  and  the  right  of  all  citi- 
zens to  share  in  the  honor  of  renderin*^  fnithfnl  service  to  the  countrv. 

6.  We  rejoice  in  the  (luickened  conscience  of  the  f>eoi»le  concerninj? 
political  afiairs,  and  will  hold  all  public  officers  to  a  rigid  resp<)n>ibilily, 
and  engage  that  the  prosecution  and  puni>^hnient  of  all  who  betray  official 
trusts  shall  be  swift,  thorough,  and  unsparing. 

7.  The  publicschool  system  of  the  several  states  is  the  bulwark  of  the 
American  republic;  an<l,  with  a  view  to  its  security  and  permanence,  we 
recommend  an  amendment  to  the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  for- 
bidding the  application  of  any  public  funds  or  property  for  the  lM.^nefit  of 
any  schools  or  institutions  under  sectarian  control. 

8.  The  revenue  necessary  for  current  exj)enditures,  and  the  obligations 
of  the  public  debt,  must  be  largely  derived  from  duties  upon  importations 
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'^Rrbicli,  so  far  as  possible,  should  be  adjusted  to  promote  the  interests  of 
American  labor  and  advance  the  prosperity  of  the  whole  country. 

9.  We  reaffirm  our  opposition  to  further  grants  of  the  public  lands  to 
corporations  and  monopolies,  and  demand  that  the  national  domain  be  de- 
voted to  free  homes  for  the  people. 

10.  It  is  the  imperative  duty  of  the  government  so  to  modify  existing 
-treaties  with  European  governments,  that  the  same  protection  shall  be 
afforded  to  the  adopted  American  citizen  that  is  given  to  the  native-born ; 
and  that  all  necessary  laws  should  be  passed  to  protect  emigrants  in  the 
absence  of  power  in  the  states  for  that  purpose. 

11.  It  is  the  immediate  duty  of  Congress  to  fully  investisrate  the  effect 
of  the  immigration  and  importation  of  Mongolians  upon  the  moral  and 
material  interests  of  the  country. 

12.  The  republican  party  recognizes,  with  approval,  the  substantial  ad- 
vances recently  made  towards  the  establishment  of  equal  rights  for  women 
by  the  many  important  amendments  effected  by  republican  legislatures  in 
the  laws  which  concern  the  personal  and  property  relations  of  wives,  moth- 
<^rs,  and  widows,  and  by  the  appointment  and  election  of  women  to  the 
superintendence  of  education,  charities,  and  other  public  trusts.  The  hon- 
est demands  of  this  class  of  citizens  for  additional  rights,  privileges,  and 
immunities,  should  be  treated  with  respectful  consideration. 

13.  The  constitution  confers  upon  Congreas  sovereign  power  over  the 
territories  of  the  United  States  for  their  government ;  and  in  the  exercise 
of  thb  power  it  is  the  right  and  duty  of  Congress  to  prohibit  and  extir- 
pate, in  the  territories,  that  relic  of  barbarism — polygamy;  and  we  de- 
mand such  legislation  as  shall  secure  this  end  and  the  supremacy  of 
American  institutions  in  all  the  territories. 

14.  The  pledges  which  the  nation  has  given  to  her  soldiers  and  sailors 
must  be  fulfilled,  and  a  grateful  people  will  always  hold  those  who  imper- 
iled their  lives  for  the  country^s  preservation  in  the  kindest  remembrance. 

15.  We  sincerely  deprecate  all  sectional  feeling  and  tendencies.  We, 
therefore,  note  with  deep  solicitude  that  the  democratic  party  counts,  as 
its  chief  hope  of  success,  upon  the  electoral  vote  of  a  united  south,  secured 
through  the  efforts  of  those  who  were  recently  arrayed  against  the  nation  ; 
and  we  invoke  the  earnest  attention  of  the  co  intry  to  the  grave  truth  that 
a  success  thus  achieved  would  reopen  sectional  strife,  and  imperil  national 
honor  and  human  rights. 

16.  We  charge  the  democratic  party  with  being  the  same  in  character 
and  spirit  as  when  it  sympathized  with  treason  ;  with  making  its  control 
of  the  House  of  Representatives  the  triumph  and  opportunity  of  the  na- 
tion's recent  foes ;  with  reasserting  and  applauding,  in  the  national  capitol, 
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the  sentiments  of  nnrepentent  rebellion ;  with  sending  Union  soldiers  to 
the  rear«  and  promoting  confederate  soldiers  to  the  front ;  with  deliberately 
proposing  to  repudiate  the  plighted  faith  of  the  government ;  with  being 
equally  false  and  imbecile  upon  the  overshadowing  financial  questions; 
with  thwarting  the  ends  of  justice  by  its  partisan  mismanagement  and 
obstruction  of  investigation;  with  proving  itself,  through  the  period  of  its 
ascendency  in  the  lower  house  of  Congress,  utterly  incompetent  to  admin- 
ister the  government ;  and  we  warn  the  country  against  trusting  a  party 
thus  alike  unworthy,  recreant,  and  incapable. 

17.  The  national  administration  merits  commendation  for  its  honorable 
work  in  the  management  of  domestic  and  foreign  affairs,  and  President 
Grant  deserves  the  continued  hearty  gratitude  of  the  American  people  for 
his  patriotism  and  his  eminent  services  in  war  and  in  peace. 

18.  We  present,  as  our  candidates  for  President  and  Vice-President  of 
the  United  States,  two  distinguished  statesmen,  of  eminent  ability  and 
character,  and  conspicuously  fitted  for  those  high  offices,  and  we  confi- 
dently appeal  to  the  American  people  to  entrust  the  administration  of 
their  public  afiairs  to  Rutherford  6.  Hayes  and  William  A.  Wheeler. 


1876.-.DEMOCRATIC  PLATFORM, 
St.  LouUy  Mo.f  June  27, 

We,  the  delegates  of  the  democratic  party  of  the  United  States,  in  na- 
tional convention  assembled|  do  hereby  declare  the  administration  of  the 
federal  government  to  be  in  urgent  need  of  immediate  reform  ;  do  hereby 
enjoin  upon  the  nominees  of  this  convention,  and  of  the  democratic  party 
in  each  state,  a  zealous  effort  and  co-operation  to  this  end ;  and  do  hereby 
appeal  to  our  fellow-citizens  of  every  former  political  connection  to  under- 
take, with  us,  this  first  and  most  pressing  patriotic  duty. 

For  the  democracy  of  the  whole  country,  we  do  here  reaffirm  our  faith 
in  the  permanence  of  the  federal  Union,  our  devotion  to  the  constitution 
of  the  United  States,  with  its  amendments  universally  accepted  as  a  final 
settlement  of  the  controversies  that  engendered  civil  war,  and  do  here  re- 
cord  our  steadfast  confidence  in  the  perpetuity  of  republican  self-govern* 
ment. 

In  absolute  acquiescence  in  the  will  of  the  majority — the  vital  principle 
of  republics;  in  the  supremacy  of  the  civil  over  the  mi litarr  authority ; 
in  the  total  separation  of  church  and  state,  for  the  sake  alike  of  civil  and 
religious  freedom  ;  in  the  equality  of  all  citizens  before  just  laws  of  theii 
own  enactment;  in  the  liberty  of  individual  conduct,  unvexed  hysumptn* 
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ary  laws;  m  the  faithful  education  of  the  rising  generation,  that  they  mar 
preserve,  enjoy,  and  transmit  these  best  conditions  of  human  happiness 
and  hope — we  behold  the  noblest  products  of  a  hundred  years  of  changeful  • 
history;  bat  while  upholding  the  bond  ot  our  Union  and  great  charter  of 
these  our  rights,  it  behooves  a  free  people  to  practice  aioo  that  eternal  vigi- 
lance which  is  the  price  of  liberty. 

Reform  is  necessary  to  rebuild  and  establish  in  the  liearts  of  the  whole 
people  the  Union,  eleven  years  ago  happily  rescueil  from  the  danger  of  a 
secession  of  states,  but  now  to  be  saved  from  a  corrupt  centralism  which, 
after  Inflicting  upon  ten  states  the  rapacity  of  carpet-bag  tyranny,  has 
honey-combed  the  offices  of  the  federal  government  itself  with  incapacity, 
waste,  and  fraud  •*  infected  states  and  municipalities  with  the  contagion 
of  misrule ;  and  locked  fast  the  prosperity  of  an  industrious  people  in  the 
paralysis  of  "hard  times." 

Reform  is  necessary  to  establish  a  sound  currency,  restore  the  public 
credit,  and  maintain  the  national  honor. 

We  denounce  the  failure,  for  all  these  eleven  years  of  peace,  to  make 
good  the  promise  of  the  legal- tender  notes,  which  are  a  changing  standard 
of  value  in  the  hands  of  the  people,  and  the  non-payment  of  which  is  a 
disregard  of  the  plighted  faith  of  the  nation. 

We  denounce  the  improvidence  which,  in  eleven  years  of  i>eace,  has  taken 
from  the  people,  in  federal  taxes,  thirteen  times  the  whole  amount  of  the 
legal-tender  notes,  and  squandered  four  times  their  sum  in  useless  expense 
without  accumulating  any  reserve  for  their  redemption. 

We  denounce  the  financial  imbecility  and  immorality  of  that  party 
which,  during  eleven  years  of  peace,  has  made  no  advance  toward  resump- 
tion, no  preparation  for  resumption,  but,  instead,  has  obstructed  resump- 
tion, by  wasting  our  resources  and  exhausting  all  our  surplus  income;  and, 
while  annually  professing  to  intend  a  speedy  return  to  specie  payments, 
has  annually  enacted  fresh  hindrances  thereto.  As  such  hindrance  we  de- 
nounce the  resumption  clause  of  1875,  and  we  here  demand  its  repeal. 

We  demand  a  judicious  system  of  preparation,  by  public  economies,  by 
official  retrenchments,  and  by  wise  finance,  which  shall  enable  the  nation 
soon  to  assure  the  whole  world  of  its  perfect  ability  and  of  its  perfect  read- 
iness to  meet  any  of  its  promises  at  the  call  of  the  creditor  entitled  to  pay- 
ment. We  believe  such  a  system,  well  devised,  and,  above  all,  intrusted 
to  competent  hands  for  execution,  creating,  at  no  time,  an  artificial  scarc- 
ity of  currency,  and  at  no  time  alarming  the  public  mind  into  a  with- 
drawal of  that  vaster  machinery  of  credit  by  which  ninety-five  per  cent,  of 
all  business  transactions  arc  performed.  A  system  open,  public,  and  in- 
spiring general  confidence,  would,  from  the  day  of  its  adoption,  bring  heal- 
ing on  its  wings  to  all  our  harassed  industries — set  in  motion  the  wheels 
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of  commerce,  manufactures,  and  the  mechanic  arts — restore  emplojrmcnl 
to  labor— and  renew,  in  all  its  natural  sources,  the  prosperity  of  the  people. 

Reform  is  necessary  in  the  sum  and  modes  of  federal  taxation^  to  the 
end  that  capital  may  be  set  free  from  dbtrust  and  labor  lightly  bardencd. 

We  denounce  the  present  tariff,  levied  upon  nearly  four  thousand  arti- 
cles, as  a  masterpiece  of  injustice,  inequality,  and  false  pretense.  It  yields 
a  dwindling,  not  a  yearly  rising,  revenue.  It  has  impoverished  many  in- 
dustries  to  subsidise  a  few.  It  prohibits  imports  that  might  purchase  the 
products  of  American  labor.  It  has  degraded  American  commerce  from 
the  first  to  an  inferior  rank  on  the  high  seas.  It  has  cut  down  the  sales  d 
American  manufactures  at  home  and  abroad,  and  depleted  the  returns  of 
American  agriculture — an  industry  followed  by  half  our  people.  It  costs 
the  people  five  times  more  than  it  produces  to  the  treasury,  obstructs  the 
processes  of  production,  and  wastes  the  fruits  of  labor.  It  promotes  fraud, 
fosters  smuggling,  enriches  dishonest  officials,  and  bankrupts  honest  mer- 
chants. We  demand  that  all  custom-house  taxation  shall  be  only  for 
revenue. 

Reform  is  necessary  in  the  scale  of  public  expense — federal,  state,  and 
municipal.  Our  federal  taxation  has  swollen  from  sixty  millions  gold,  in 
1860,  to  four  hundred  and  fifty  millions  currency,  in  1870;  our  aggregate 
taxation  from  one  hundred  and  fifty-fyur  millions  gold,  in  1860,  to  seven 
hundred  and  thirty  millions  currency,  in  1870 —or,  in  one  decade,  from 
less  than  five  dollars  per  head  to  more  than  eighteen  dollars  yter  head. 
Since  the  peace,  the  people  have  paid  to  their  tax-gatherers  more  thun 
thrice  the  sum  of  the  national  debt,  and  more  than  twice  that  sum  for  the 
federal  government  alone.  We  demand  a  rigorous  frugality  in  everv  ile- 
partment  and  from  every  officer  of  the  government. 

Reform  is  necessary  to  put  a  stop  to  the  profligate  waste  of  public  lands 
and  their  diversion  from  actual  settlers,  by  the  party  in  |K>wer,  which  ha> 
squandered  200,000,000  of  acres  upon  railroads  alone,  and,  out  of  more 
than  thrice  that  aggregate,  has  disposed  of  less  than  a  sixth  directly  tu 
tillers  of  the  soil. 

Reform  is  necessary  to  correct  the  omission  of  a  republican  Congrc^ 
and  the  errors  of  our  treaties  and  our  diplomacy  which  have  stripimi  oar 
fellow-citizens  of  foreign  birth  and  kindred  race,  recrossing  the  Atlantic, 
of  the  shield  of  American  citizenship,  and  have  exposed  our  brethren  un 
the  Pacific  coast  to  the  incursions  of  a  race  not  sprung  from  the  same  great 
parent  stock,  and  in  fact  now,  by  law,  denied  citizenship  through  natural- 
ization, as  being  neither  accustomed  to  the  traditions  of  a  progressive  civ- 
ilization nor  exercised  in  liberty  under  equal  laws.  We  denounce  the 
policy  which  thus  discards  the  liberty-loving  (irerman  and  tolerates  a  re- 
vival of  the  coolie  trade  in  Mongolian  women,  imported  for  immoral  pur- 
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poses,  and  Mongolian  men,  held  to  perform  servile  labor  contracts,  and 
demand  such  modification  of  the  treaty  with  the  Chinese  empire,  or  such 
legislation  within  constitutional  limitations,  as  shall  prevent  further  im- 
portation or  Immigration  of  the  Mongolian  race. 

Reform  is  necessary,  and  can  never  be  effected  but  by  making  it  the  con- 
trolling issue  of  the  elections,  and  lifting  it  above  the  two  false  issues  with 
^rhich  the  office-holding  class  and  the  party  in  power  seek  to  smother  it : 

1.  The  false  issue  with  which  they  would  enkindle  sectarian  strife  in 
fespect  to  the  public  schools,  of  which  the  establishment  and  support  be- 
longs exclusively  to  the  several  states,  and  which  the  democratic  party  has 
cherished  from  their  foundation,  and  is  resolved  to  maintain,  without 
prejudice  or  preference  for  any  class,  sect,  or  creed,  and  without  largesses 
from  the  treasury  to  any. 

2.  The  false  issue  by  which  they  seek  to  light  anew  the  dying  embers  of 
sectional  hate  between  kindred  peoples  once  estranged,  but  now  reunited 
in  one  indivisible  republic  and  a  common  destiny. 

Reform  is  necessary  in  the  civil  service.  Experience  proves  that  effi- 
c:ient,  economical  conduct  of  the  governmental  business  is  not  possible  if 
its  civil  service  be  subject  to  change  at  every  election,  be  a  prize  fought 
for  at  the  ballot-box,  be  a  brief  reward  of  party  zeal,  instead  of  posts  of 
lionor  as.signed  for  proved  competency,  and  held  for  fidelity  in  the  public 
employ ;  that  the  dispensing  of  patronage  should  neither  be  a  tax  upon 
^he  time  of  all  our  public  men,  nor  the  instrument  of  their  ambition. 
Mere,  again,  promises,  falsified  in  the  performance,  attest  that  the  party 
in  power  can  work  out  no  practical  or  salutary  reform. 

Reform  is  necessary,  even  more,  in  the  higher  grades  of  the  public  ser- 
vice. President,  Vice-President,  judges,  senators,  representatives,  cabinet 
officers — these,  and  all  others  in  authority — are  the  people's  servants, 
^heir  offices  are  not  a  private  perquisite;  they  are  a  public  trust.  When 
the  annals  of  this  republic  show  the  disgrace  and  censure  of  a  Vice-Presi- 
«ient;  a  late  speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives  marketing  his  rul- 
ings as  a  presiding  officer;  three  senators  profiting  secretly  by  their  votes 
9is  law-makers ;  five  chairmen  of  the  leading  committees  of  the  late  House 
of  Representatives  exposed  in  jobbery ;  a  late  secretary  of  the  treasury 
forcing  balances  in  the  public  accounts  ;  a  late  attorney -general  misappro- 
priating public  funds;  a  secretary  of  the  navy  enriched,  or  enriching 
friends,  by  percentages  levied  off  the  profit**  of  contractors  with  his  depart- 
ment; an  ambassador  to  England  concerned  in  a  dishonorable  speculation  » 
the  President's  private  secretary  barely  escaping  conviction  upon  trial  for 
guilty  complicity  in  frauds  upon  the  revenue;  a  secretary  of  war  im- 
peached for  high  crimes  and  misdemeanors— the  demonstration  is  com- 
plete, that  the  first  step  in  reform  must  be  the  people's  choice  of  honest 
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men  from  another  party,  lest  the  disease  of  one  political  organisation  in- 
fect the  body  politic,  and  lest  by  making  no  change  of  men  or  parties  we 
get  no  change  of  measures  and  no  real  reform. 

All  these  abuses,  wrongs,  and  crimes — the  product  of  sixteen  years'  as- 
cendency of  the  republican  party — create  a  necessity  for  reform,  confessed 
by  the  republicans  themselyes ;  but  their  reformers  are  voted  down  in  con- 
vention and  dbplaced  from  the  cabinet.  The  party's  mass  of  honest  voters 
is  powerless  to  resist  the  eighty  thousand  office-holders,  its  leaders  and 
guides. 

Reform  can  only  be  had  by  a  peaceful  civic  revolution.  We  demand  a 
change  of  system,  a  change  of  administration,  a  change  of  parties,  that  we 
may  have  a  change  of  measures  and  of  men. 

Beaolved^  That  this  convention,  representing  the  democratic  party  of 
the  United  States,  do  cordially  indorse  the  action  of  the  present  House  of 
Representatives,  in  reducing  and  curtailing  the  expenses  of  the  federal 
government,  in  cutting  down  salaries  and  extravagant  appropriations,  and 
in  abolishing  useless  offices  and  places  not  required  by  the  public  necessi- 
ties; and  we  shall  trust  to  the-  firmness  of  the  democratic  members  of  the 
House  that  no  committee  of  conference  and  no  misinterpretation  of  the 
rules  will  be  allowed  to  defeat  these  wholesome  measures  of  economy  de- 
manded by  the  country. 

BeMlved,  That  the  soldiers  and  sailors  of  the  republic,  and  the  widows 
and  orphans  of  those  who  have  fallen  in  battle,  have  a  just  claim  upon  the 
care,  protection,  and  gratitude  of  their  fellow-citizens. 
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CHAPTER  XXI. 
HAYES'S  ADMINISTRATION. 

1877—1881. 

THE   president's   CONCILIATORY   POLICY. 

The  inaugural  address  of  President  Hayes  indicated  his 
desire  for  a  more  cordial  union  and  a  better  state  of  feeling 
among  the  sections  of  the  country.  He  had  foreshadowed 
his  views  on  reconciliation  in  his  letter  accepting  the  nomi- 
nation. The  most  prominent  feature  of  the  opening  of  the 
administration  was  the  President's  disposition  to  conciliate 
the  disaffected  feeling  in  the  south,  and  accomplish  by  mild 
means  what  force  and  coen^ive  legislation  had  failed  to  do. 
He  selected  as  postmaster-general  a  former  confederate  officer, 
David  M.  Key,  of  Tennessee,  and  made  Carl  Schurz,  a  leader 
of  the  liberal  republicans  in  1872,  secretary  of  the  interior. 
Very  early  in  his  administration  he  removed  the  government 
troops  from  Louisiana  and  the  other  states,  and  left  those 
commonwealths  to  govern  themselves  without  federal  inter- 
ference. He  made  a  tour  of  the  southern  states  soon  after- 
Avards,  during  which  he  made  several  conciliatory  speeches, 
•calling  those  who  had  en^raged  in  the  rebellion  "gallant  sol- 
diers'' and  "brothers."  The  speeches  attracted  much  atten- 
tion, but  they  did  not  accomplish  the  results  that  many  had 
reason  to  expect.  The  hostility  of  the  democratic  party  to 
the  count  of  the  electoral  commission  Was  not  allayed,  and 
the  feeling  in  the  south  was  not  restored  to  a  condition  much 
Tnore  desirable  to  the  republicans  than  that  which  it  had 
been  during  the  exciting  days  of  the  electoral  count.  But 
the  democracy  of  the  south,  under  the  leadership  of  men  like 
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Hill,  Gordon,  and  Stephens,  declaring  that  tlii-re  had  been 
enough  of  civil  vrar,  showed  an  farucst  deeire  for  u  peaceftil 
flettlement  sooner  than  the  d('nuK-rul!4  of  the  Iwrdi^r  and  north- 
ern states.  The  early  oon*iirvafive  \ioViey  of  Mr.  Hayes  did 
DOt  extend  thioughoat  hL-  adiauiii^traiion.  lu  hii^  me^aai^ 
to  Congress,  December,  1878,  bo  recommended  tnoasares 
irikicb  showed  that  his  mind  had  undergone  a  change  on  the 
questioD  of  conciliation. 

THE  STALWABTO. 

The  moderation  of  Mr.  Hayes's  administntioD  presented 
him  at  first  from  receiving  the  cordial  suj^rt  of  the  repub- 
licans and  from  meeting  the  solid  opposition  of  the  democrats. 
His  early  withdrawal  of  the  federal  troops  frtnn  the  sootit,  at 
the  suggestion  of  the  "  visiting  statesmen,"  and  the  ooiue- 
quent  overthrow  of  the  Packard,  or  republican,  government 
in  Louisiana,  increased  the  opposition  of  many  radical  repab- 
Itoans,  who  accused  the  President  of  "  slopping  over."  Those 
republicans  who  believed  the  executive  had  carried  reconcili- 
ation too  tar,  called  themselves  "stalwarts."  The  supporters 
of  the  administration  constituted  one  wing  of  the  republican 
party,  and  the  "stalwarts"  the  other.  Conspicuous  among 
the  opponents  of  the  President's  conciliatory  policy  were 
Senators  Conkling,  Logan,  and  the  younger  Cameron.  These 
leaders,  because  of  the  conservative  tendencies  of  the  admin- 
istration, formed  the  design  of  bringing  General  Grant  again 
to  the  ])residcncy.  This  purpose  was  followed  till  its  defeat 
at  the  Chicago  convention,  in  1880. 

crvn,  SERVICE  repokm. 

An  attempt  was  early  made  to  revive  and  extend  some  of  the 

rcgiflations  of  the  civil  service  reform,  partially  established 

in  the  previous  administration.     Several  orders  were  issued, 

and  strict  obedience  claimed,  and,  by  them,  considerable  flut- 
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tering  among  oflBce-hoIders  was  caused ;  but  they  were,  after 
a  time,'  construed  into  nothing  of  any  force,  and  were  gradu- 
ally relaxed,  if  not  abandoned. 

Congress  met  in  extra  session,  October  15,  1877,  in  pursu- 
Porty-flfth  Congress,  1  ance  ofa  proclamation  of  the  Presi- 
Extra  Session.  /  dent,  issued  on  the  5th  of  the  preceding 

May.  The  forty-fourth  Congress  had  adjourned  without 
making  the  usual  appropriations  for  the  support  of  the  army 
for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1878.  With  the  object  of 
urging  these  appropriations,  the  extra  session  was  called. 
Bills  and  resolutions  were  offered  in  each  house,  but  no  im- 
portant public  act  was  passed,  each  measure  of  national  inter- 
est being  continued  into  the  regular  session.  Congress  ad- 
journed December  3,  1877. 

Congress  met  December  3,  1877,  the  day  on  which  the 
Popty-flfth  Congress,  1  extra  session  closed.  The  republicans 
Pirst  Session.  /  had  a  majority  in  the  Senate,  and  the 

democrats  in  the  House.  Information  had  reached  the  Pres- 
ident that  "rifle  clubs,"  an  advance  on  the  "  white  league  "  and 
the  "  ku-klux,"  were  intimidating  negro  voters  in  the  south. 
He  made  this  subject  a  leading  feature  of  his  message  to  Con- 
gress, and  took  a  position  thereon  that  showed  an  abandon- 
ment of  his  earlier  policy.  The  change  in  his  attitude  on 
this  and  succeeding  occasions  brought  together  the  fast  sepa- 
rating wings  of  the  republican  party. 

SILVER    REMONETIZATION. 

Mr.  Bland,  in  the  House,  November  5,  introduced  a  bill 
for  the  free  coinage  of  the  standard  silver  dollar,  and  to  re- 
store its  legal -tender  character.  It  was  passed  by  both 
houses,  after  being  amended  so  as  to  invite  European  nations 
in  a  conference  to  adopt  a  common  ratio  of  legal-tender  as 
between  gold  and  silver,  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  in- 
ternationallv  the  use  of  bi-metallic  monev.     The  bill  was 
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vetoed  by  the  President,  February  28, 1878,  but  was  passed 
over  his  objections  by  the  requisite  two-thirds  vote  of  Con- 
gress. 

PROPOSED  REPEAL  OF  THE  RESUMPTION   ACT. 

At  the  extra  session,  Mr.  Ewing,  of  Ohio,  October  31,  re- 
ported in  the  House,  from  the  committee  on  banking  and 
currency,  a  bill  to  repeal  the  third  section  of  the  act  to  pro- 
vide for  the  rcRumption  of  specie  payment.  The  discoasion 
of  the  bill  commenced  on  the  6th  of  November,  and  con- 
tinued at  intervals  into  the  regular  session.  It  passed  the 
House,  but  did  not  meet  with  a  fitvorable  reception  in  the 
Senate. 

RETIREMENT  OF  LEGAL  TENDERS   FORBIDDEN. 

In  the  House,  on  the  29th  of  April,  Mr.  Fort,  of  Illinois, 
moved  to  suspend  the  rules  and  pass  a  bill  to  forbid  the  fur- 
ther retirement  of  the  United  States  legal  tender  notes.  It 
provides  that  from  and  after  the  passage  of  the  act  **  it  shall 
not  be  lawful  for  the  secretary  of  the  troasurv,  or  other  oflS- 
cers  under  him,  to  cancel  or  retire  any  more  of  the  United 
States  legal  tender  notes,  and  wlien  any  of  said  notes  may  lx» 
redeemed  or  received  into  the  treasury  under  anv  law  from 
any  source  whatever,  and  shall  belong  to  the  United  States, 
they  shall  not  be  retired,  canceled,  or  destmyed,  but  they 
shall  be  re-issued  and  paid  out  again  and  kept  in  circulation, 
provided  that  nothing  therein  shall  prohibit  the  cancellation 
and  destruction  of  mutilated  notes  and  the  issue  of  other  notes 
of  like  denominations  in  their  stead,  as  now  provided  by  law, 
and  that  all  acts  and  parts  of  acts  in  conflict  with  the  act  are 
hereby  repealed."  The  bill  passed  both  branches  of  Congress 
by  handsome  majorities,  the  vote  in  the  Senate  being  taken 
on  the  28th  of  Mav. 

THE   POTTER   RF^)LUTIOX. 

Mr.  Potter,  of  New  York,  brought  before  the  House,  May 
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13,  a  "resolution  for  the  investigation  of  alleged  fraud  in  the 
late  presidential  election  in  the  states  of  Louisiana  and 
Florida."  The  title  of  Mr.  Hayes  to  the  position  of  Presi- 
dent was  to  be  the  leading  object  of  the  investipjation,  and  for 
this  reason  the  republicans  resisted  the  passage  of  the  resolu- 
tion through  filibustering  many  days.  After  a  long  delay 
through  Avant  of  a  quorum,  the  main  question  was  ordered  on 
the  17th  day  of  May,  and  the  resolution  was  adopted,  the  re- 
publicans withholding  their  votes. 

THE   CIPHER   DISPATCHES. 

The  republicans  endeavored  to  amend  the  Potter  resolution 
by  requiring  the  select  committee  to  inquire  fully  into  all  the 
facts  connected  with  the  elet^tion  in  the  state  of  Florida,  in 
November,  1876,  and  especially  into  the  circumstances  at- 
tending the  transmission  and  receiving  of  certain  telegraphic 
dispatches  sent  in  that  year  between  Tallahassee  and  New 
York  City.  These  communications  were  the  cipher  dispatches 
made  known  to  the  public  by  the  Neia  York  Tribune,  The 
amendment  contained  the  dispatches,  of  which  the  following 

are  specimens : 

Portland,  November  28, 1876. 
To  W,  T,  Pelton,  No.  15  Gramercy  Parky  New  York: 

By  vizier  association  innocuous  negligence  cunning  minutely  previously 
readmit  doltish  to  purchase  afar  act  with  cunning  afar  sachristy  unwcighed 
afar  pointer  tigress  cattle  8Uj>erannnated  syllabus  dilatoriness  misappre- 
hension contraband  kountz  bisulcuous  top  usher  spiniferous  answer. 

J.  H.  N.  Patrick. 

I  fully  endorse  this.  James  K.  Kelly. 

Of  which,  when  the  key  was  discovered,  the  following  was 
found  to  be  the  true  intent  and  meaning : 

Portland,  November  28, 1876. 
To  W.  T.  Pelton,  No.  15  Gramercy  Park,  New  York: 

Certificate  will  he  issued  to  one  democrat.  Must  purchase  a  republican 
elector  to  recognize  and  act  with  democrats  and  secure  the  vote  and  pre- 
vent trouble.  Deposit  $10,000  to  my  credit  with  Kountz  Brothers,  Wall 
street.   ^Answer.  J.  H.  N.  Patrick. 

I  fully  endorse  this.  James  K.  Kelly. 
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Also  the  following : 

New  York,  November  25, 1876. 
A.  Bwh,  Salem: 

Use  all  means  to  prevent  certificate.     Very  important.  « 

C.   E.  TiLTON. 

Also  the  foUowing : 

Decembea  1,  1876. 
To  Hon.  Sam.  J.  TUdeUf  No.  15  Grcanercy  Park,  New  York : 

I  shall  decide  every  point  in  the  case  of  postoffice  elector  in  favor  of  the 
highest  democratic  elector,  and  grant  certificate  accordingly,  on  morning 
of  the  Ctli  instant.    Confidential.  Governor. 

The  amendment  was  defeated  by  the  democrats.  Though 
the  dispatches  were  traced  to  Gramercy  Park,  Mr.  Tildeii 
denied  having  any  knowledge  of  them. 

THE  TITLE  OF   PRESIDENT   HAYES. 

On  all  important  votes  considered  by  the  electoral  commis- 
sion, there  was  the  uniform  vote  8  to  7.  This  showed  a  par- 
tisan spirit,  the  existence  of  which  it  was  diiBcult  to  deny, 
and  in  connection  with  the  action  of  the  "visiting  states- 
men," who  practically  overthrew  the  republican  government 
in  Louisiana,  but  gave  the  state  to  Hayes,  created  a  feeling 
of  distrust  and  dissatisfaction  that  found  expression  in  all 
partJ5  of  the  country,  and  instituted  in  Congress  investigations 
to  inquire  into  the  title  of  President  Hayes.  On  the  14th  of 
June,  Mr.  Hartridge,  of  Georgia,  said:  *'Some  time  since, 
the  House  referred  to  the  committee  on  the  judiciary  a  bill 
introduced  by  the  gentleman  from  Maryland  (Mr.  Kimmel), 
numbered  4315,  to  provide  a  mode  for  trying  and  determin- 
ing by  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  the  title  of 
the  President  and  Vice-President  of  the  United  States  to 
their  respective  offices  when  their  election  to  such  offices  is 
denied  bv  one  or  more  states  of  the  Union.  On  the  same 
day  the  House  referred  to  the  same  committee  a  resolution  of 
the  legislature  of  the  state  of  Maryland,  instructing  its  attor- 
ney-general, as  soon  as  Congress  had  passed  a  law  like  that 
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offered  by  the  gentleman  from  Maryland,  to  cause  proceed- 
ings to  be  taken  to  test  the  validity  and  legality  of  the  title 
of  the  present  incumbents  to  the  offices  of  the  President  and 
Vice-President.  The  committee  on  the  judiciary  have  con- 
sidered those  measures,  considered  them  together,  both  the 
bill  and  the  resolution,  and  the  committee  have  instructed 
me  to  make  a  .report  to  this  House,  and  accompanying  that 
report  a  resolution."  These  were  then  read  by  the  clerk, 
and  constituted  the 

REPORT  OF  THE   HOUSE   JUDICIARY   COMMITTEE. 

"The  committee  on  the  judiciary,  to  whom  were  referred  the 
bill  (H.  R.  No.  4315)  and  the  resolutions  of  the  legislature  of 
the  state  of  Maryland  directing  judicial  proceedings  to  give 
<»ffect  to  the  electoral  vote  of  that  state  in  the  last  election  of 
President  and  Vice-President  of  the  United  States,  report 
back  said  bill  and  resolutions,  with  a  recommendation  that 
the  bill  do  not  pass. 

"  Your  committee  are  of  the  opinion  that  Congress  has  no 
power,  under  the  constitution,  to  confer  upon  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  United  States  the  original  jurisdiction  sought 
for  it  by  this  bill.  The  only  clause  of  the  constitution  which 
could  be  plausibly  invoked  to  enable  Congress  to  provide  the 
legal  machinery  for  the  litigation  proposed,  is  that  which 
gives  the  Supreme  Court  original  jurisdiction  in 'cases'  or 
^controversies'  between  a  state  and  the  citizens  of  another 
state.  The  committee  are  of  the  opinion  that  this  expression 
'cases'  and  'controversies'  was  not  intended  by  the  framers 
of  the  constitution  to  embrace  an  original  proceeding  by  a 
state  in  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  to  oust  any 
incumbent  from  a  political  office  filled  by  the  declaration  and 
decision  of  the  two  houses  of  Congress  clothed  with  the  con- 
stitutional power  to  count  the  electoral  votes  and  decide  as  a 
final  tribunal  upon  the  election  for  President  and  Vice-Pres- 
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ident.  The  Forty-fourth  Congress  selected  a  commission  to 
count  the  votes  for  President  and  Vice-President,  reserving 
to  itself  the  right  to  ratify  or  reject  such  count,  in  the  way 
prescribed  in  the  act  creating  such  commission.  By  the  joint 
action  of  the  two  houses  it  ratified  the  count  made  bv  the 
commission,  and  thus  made  it  the  expression  of  its  own  judg- 
ment." 

This  report  was  agreed  to  by  a  vote  of  235  to  14,  and  finally 
settled  the  question  of  the  title  of  Mr.  Hayes  to  the  office  of 
President. 

A  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of  the  army 
for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1879,  received  considera- 
tion this  session.  The  two  houses  disagreeing,  a  conference 
committee  was  appointed  to  effect  a  compromise.  After  ad- 
justing the  points  of  difference  a  report  was  made,  in  which 
both  the  Senate  and  House  concurred.  Bills  were  introduced 
providing  a  "  reissue  of  fractional  currency ; "  "  greenbacks  for 
customs  duties,"  and  "suspension  of  payments  to  the  sinking 
fund,'M)ut  they  failed  in  both  branches.  Congress  adjourned 
June  20,  1878. 

Congress  met  December  2,  1878,  the  Vice-Presid(»nt, 
Forty-fifth  Congress,  ]  William  A.  AVhoeler,  prosidini^  in  the 

Second  Session.  i  Senate,  and  Samuel  J.  Kandall  in  the 

House.  The  latter  bodv  was  domoeratio,  while  the  other  was 
still  republican.  At  the  openin<x  of  the  session  there  was 
some  discussion  on  a  resolution  oftcred  bv  Mr.  Blaine,  in  rela- 
tion  to  the  violation  of  the  rij^hts  of  Anieriean  citizens  **at 
the  recent  elections."  This  was  followed  bv  the  consideration 
of  a  bill  from  the  judiciary  coinniittee  to  re^^ulate  tht'  counting 
of  the  votes  for  President  and  X'iec-President.  It  contaiix'd 
twelve  sections,  and  was  csju'eially  advocated  by  Mr.  Ed- 
munds, of  Vermont.  It  passed  the  Senate  without  erratinfi: 
much  excitement,  but  no  decisive  action  was  taken  on  the  bill 
in  the  House  of  Representatives. 
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RESTRICTING   CHINESE   IMMIGRATION. 

A  bill  to  restrict  the  immigration  of  Chinese  to  the  United 
States  was  agitated  during  January  and  February.  Mr. 
Page,  of  California,  submitted  in  the  House  a  memorial, 
signed  by  17,000  of  the  workingmen  of  his  state,  and  peti- 
tioning that  Congress  give  support  to  the  measure.  The  bill 
passed  both  branches,  but  was  vetoed  by  the  President  on  the 
1st  of  March,  and  not  securing  the  constitutional  majority  in 
Congress  it  failed  to  become  a  law. 

APPROPRIATIONS. 

In  the  House,  February  26,  the  bill  making  appropriations 
for  the  legislative,  executive,  and  judicial  departments  of  the 
government  was  considered  in  committee  of  the  whole.  The 
question  that  elicited  warm  political  discussion  was  the  amend- 
ment offered  by  Mr.  Southard,  of  Ohio,  as  follows : 

"  That  the  several  sections  of  the  revised  statutes  of  the 
United  States,  from  and  including  section  2011  to  and  includ- 
ing 2031,  and  all  other  provisions  of  law  authorizing  the  ap- 
pointment of  or  the  performance  of  any  duty  by  any  chief  or 
other  supervisor  of  elections,  or  any  special  deputy  marshal 
of  elections,  or  the  payment  of  any  money  to  any  such  super- 
visor or  deputy  marshal  of  elections,  for  any  services  per- 
formed as  such,  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby  repealed.*' 

Mr.  Hayes,  of  Illinois,  while  discussing  the  amendment, 
said  that  he  hoped  to  see  it  voted  down  by  an  overwhelming 
majority,  because  he  thought  it  bad  policy  to  legislate  in  re- 
gard to  general  matters  in  an  appropriation  bill,  and  because 
he  heartily  approved  those  portions  of  our  law  which  the 
amcndmeoit  proposed  to  repeal.  This  measure  absorbed  the 
attention  of  Congress  till  the  close  of  the  session,  the  demo- 
crats ardently  favoring  the  idea  involved  in  the  amendment^ 
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and  the  republicans  opposing  it  with  finnneas  and  tenadtj. 
CSongress  adjourned  March  4, 1879. 

Ck>ngress  met  March  18,  1879,  in  compliance  with  the 
Forty-sixtb  Congress,  1  proclamation  of  the  President,  issued 
ExtrB  Session.  /  March  4,  as  follows : 

^^  Whereas,  The  final  adjournment  of  the  Forty-fifth  (Ton- 

S-ess  without  making  the  usual  and  necessary  appropriations 
r  the  legislative,  executive,  and  judicial  expenses  orthe  gov- 
•ernment  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  80,  1880,  and  with- 
out making  the  usual  and  necessary  appropriations  for  the 
support  of  the  army  for  the  same  fiscal  vear,  presents  an  ex- 
traordinary occasion,  requiring  the  President  to  exercise  the 
power  vested  in  him  by  the  constitution  to  convene  the  houses 
of  Congress  in  anticipation  of  the  day  fixed  by  the  law  for 
their  next  meeting : 

Now,  therefore,  I,  Rutherford  B.  Hayes,''President  of  the 
United  States,  do,  by  virtue  of  the  power  to  this  end  in  me 
Tested  by  the  constitution,  convene  both  houses  of  Congress 
to  assemble  at  their  respective  chambers  at  12  o'clock  noon, 
Tuesday,  the  18th  of  March  instant,  then  and  there  to  con- 
sider and  determine  such  measures  as  in  their  wisdom,  their 
duty,  and  the  welfare  of  the  people  may  seem  to  demand." 

Both  branches  were  democratic  for  the  first  time  since  the 
last  Congress  chosen  in  Buchanan's  administration.  In  the 
Senate  there  were  forty-two  democrats,  thirty-three  republi- 
cans, and  one  independent.  In  the  House  there  were  149 
democrats,  130  republicans,  and  fourteen  "nationals.'' 

THE   ARMY   APPROPRIATION    BITX. 

In  his  message  the  President  urged  the  legislation  for 
which  the  session  was  called.  Accordingly,  Alarch  27,  a  bill 
making  appropriations  for  the  sup})ort  of  the  ai^y  for  the 
fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1880,  and  for  other  purposes,  was 
introduced.  On  this  bill  riders  were  added  by  the  democrats, 
for  the  purpose  of  destroying  federal  supervision  at  the  eleo- 
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tions.  This  proposed  act  and  other  similar  measures  were 
urged  by  the  democrats  in  highly  exciting  discussions,  and 
resisted  by  the  republicans  with  such  earnestness  as  to  cement 
the  fiictions  and  cause  all  to  act  in  harmony  with  the  admin- 
istration. The  "nationals"  were  not  so  "solid"  on  the  ques- 
tion, some  of  them  voting  with  the  democrats  and  others  with 
the  republicans. 

The  bitter  partisan  character  of  the  debates  on  this  and 
similar  measures  can  be  learned  by  the  following  from  Mr. 
Garfield,  spoken  in  the  House,  March  29,  1879: 

"The  last  act  of  democratic  domination  in  this  capitol, 
eighteen  years  ago,  was  striking  and  dramatic,  perhaps  heroic. 
Then  the  democratic  party  said  to  the  republicans,  '  If  you 
elect  the  man  of  your  choice  as  President  of  the  United  States 
we  will  shoot  your  government  to  death;'  and  the  j)cople  of 
this  countr}%  refusing  to  be  coerced  by  threats  or  violefice, 
voted  as  they  pleased,  and  lawfully  elected  Abraham  Lincoln 
President  of  the  United  States. 

"Then  your  leaders,  though  holding  a  majority  in  the  other 
branch  of  Congress,  were  heroic  enough  to  withdraw  from 
their  seats  and  fling  down  the  gage  of  mortal  battle.  We 
called  it  rebellion ;  but  we  recognized  it  as  courageous  and 
manly  to  avow  your  purpose,  take  all  the  risks,  and  fight  it 
out  on  the  open  field.  Notwithstanding  your  utmost  efforts 
to  destroy  it,  the  government  was  saved.  Year  by  year  since 
the  war  ended,  those  who  resisted  you  have  come  to  believe 
that  you  have  finally  renounced  your  purpose  to  destroy,  and 
are  willing  to  maintain  the  government.  In  that  belief  you 
have  been  permitted  to  return  to  power  in  the  two  Houses. 

"To-day,  after  eiy-hteen  years  of  defeat,  the  book  of  your 
domination  is  again  opened,  and  your  first  act  awakens  every 
unhappy  memory  and  threatens  to  destroy  the  confidence 
which  your  professions  of  patriotism  inspired.  You  turned 
down  a  leaf  of  the  history  that  recorded  your  last  act  of  power 
in  1861,  and  you  have  now  signalized  your  return  to  power 
by  beginning  a  second  chapter  at  the  same  page ;  not  this  time 
by  a  heroic  act  that  declares  war  on  the  battle-field,  but  you 
32 
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say  if  all  the  legislative  powers  of  the  government  do  not  con- 
sent to  let  you  tear  certain  laws  out  of  the  statute-book,  you 
will  shoot  our  government  to  death  as  you  tried  to  do  in  the 
first  chapter ;  but  you  declare  that  if  we  do  not  consent  against 
our  will,  if  you  can  not  coerce  an  independent  branch  of  this 
government  against  its  will,  to  allow  you  to  tear  from  the 
statute-books  some  laws  put  there  by  the  will  of  the  people, 
you  will  starve  the  government  to  death.  [Great  applause 
on  the  republican  side.] 

"Between  death  on  tlie  field  and  death  by  starvation,  I  do 
not  know  that  the  American  people  will  see  any  great  differ- 
ence. The  end,  if  successfully  reached,  would  be  death  in 
either  case.  Gentlemen,  you  have  it  in  your  power  to  kill 
this  government ;  you  have  it  in  your  power,  by  withholding 
these  two  bills,  to  smite  the  nerve-centers  of  our  constitution 
with  the  paralysis  of  death ;  and  you  have  declared  your  pur- 
pose to  do  this,  if  you  can  not  break  down  that  fundamental 
element  of  free  consent  which  up  to  this  hour  has  always  ruled 
in  the  legislation  of  this  government.^' 

The  democratic  view  of  the  same  question  was  ably  given 
by  Representative  Tucker,  of  Virginia,  April  3: 

"I  tell  you,  gentlonion  of  tlie  House  of  Kcprest'ntatives,  ihe 
anny  dies  on  the  SOth  dny  of  June,  unh'f<s  we  re.suscifatr  if  by 
legislation.  And  what  is  the  (jue.stion  here  on  this  bill?  Will 
you  resuscitate  the  army  after  the  30th  of  June,  with  the 
power  to  use  it  as  keepers  of  the  polls?  That  is  the  question. 
It  is  not  a  question  of  repeal.  It  is  a  question  of  re-enact- 
ment. If  you  do  not  appropriate  this  money,  there  will  be 
no  army  after  the  30th  of  June  to  be  used  at  the  i)olls.  The 
only  way  to  secure  an  army  at  the  polls  is  to  appropriate  the 
money.  If  7//  you  appropriate  the  money  for  the  army  in  order 
that  they  may  be  lused  at  the  polls  f  We  say  no,  a  thousand 
times  no,  *  *  *  The  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  say 
there  must  be  no  coercion.  Of  whom?  Of  the  President? 
But  what  right  has  the  President  to  coerce  us?  There  may 
be  coercion  one  way  or  the  other.  lie  demands  an  uncondi- 
tional supply.  We  say  ire  will  f/ive  him  no  suj^iply  but  vjton 
conditions,  *  *  *  When,  therefore,  vicious  laws  have 
fiistened  themselves  upon  the  statute-book  which  imjx^ril  the 
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liberty  of  the  people,  this  House  is  bound  to  say  it  will  ap- 
propriate no  money  to  give  effect  to  such  laws  until  and  ex- 
cept upon  condition  that  they  are  repealed.  *  ^  We  will 
give  him  the  army  on  a  single  condition  that  it  shall  never 
be  used  or  be  present  at  the  polls  when  an  election  is  held 
for  members  of  this  House,  or  in  any  Presidential  election, 
or  in  any  state  or  municipal  election.  *  *  *  Clothed 
thus  with  unquestioned  power,  bound  by  clear  duty,  to  ex- 
punge these  vicious  laws  from  the  statute-book,  following  a 
constitutional  method  sanctioned  by  venerable  precedents  in 
English  history,  we  feel  that  we  have  the  undoubted  right, 
and  are  beyond  cavil  in  the  right,  in  declaring  that  with  our 
grant  of  supply  there  must  be  a  cessation  of  these  grievances, 
and  we  make  these  appropriations  conditioned  on  securing  a 
free  ballot  and  fair  juries  for  our  citizens." 

After  a  month's  consideration,  the  bill  having  passed  both 
branches,  was  vetoed  by  the  Executive  on  the  30th  of  April, 
and  lacking  the  necessary  two-thirds  majority  in  its  favor, 
the  measure  failed  to  become  a  law.  Other  appropriation 
bills,  to  which  political  riders  were  added,  suffered  the  same 
&te. 

On  the  6th  of  June,  another  bill,  making  appropriations 
for  the  army,  and  omitting  the  objectionable  feature  of  the 
previous  bills,  passed  both  houses,  and  met  with  the  approval 
of  President  Hayes. 

Efforts  were  made  to  pass  a  bill  prohibiting  military  inter- 
ference at  elections,  but  the  President  interposed  his  veto, 
and  the  measure  ceased  to  receive  consideration.  Congress 
adjourned  July  1,  1879. 

POLITICAL   EFFECTS   OF  THE   EXTRA   SESSION. 

At  the  close  of  the  session  the  republicans  were  more 
firmly  united  than  at  the  beginning  of  the  administration* 
The  political  ^^riders,''  which  the  democrats  attempted  to 
pass,  and  their  attitude  during  the  discussions,  awakened  all 
the  partisan  animosities  which  the  administration  up  to  that 
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time  had  allayed.  The  veto  messages  of  the  Executive 
plainly  manifested  the  spirit  of  his  party,  and  indicated  that 
he  had  been  influenced  by  the  political  strife.  The  union 
was  a  disadvantage  to  the  democrats,  for,  to  a  certain  extent, 
they  had  abandoned  their  position  regarding  appropriations, 
and  the  *'  temporary  demoralization  which  followed  bridged 
over  the  questions  i)ertaining  to  the  title  of  President  Hayes, 
overshadowed  the  claims  of  Tilden,  and  caused  the  north  to 
look  again  with  grave  concern  on  the  establishment  of  demo- 
cratic power."  The  rapidity  with  which  the  republicansi 
regained  control  of  the  House,  is  attributed  by  many  to  the 
work  of  the  extra  session. 

RESUMPTION. 

On  the  1st  of  January,  1879,  specie  payments  were  resumed, 
after  about  eighteen  years  of  susi)ension.  The  certainty  that 
resumption  would  take  place  at  the  appointed  time,  without 
any  difficulty  or  derangement  of  business,  set  it  in  oj>eration, 
practically,  some  months  before  the  time.  The  premium  on 
gohl  was  very  small,  and  many  private  business  housos  wen* 
paying  specie  when  desired.  All  apprehensions  and  prophe- 
cies of  evil  proved  chimerical. 

TIIK    NEGRO    EXODUS. 

During  the  summer  of  1870  there  was  a  great  exodus  of 
negroes  from  the  south  to  the  states  of  the  northwest.  Thi> 
excited  political  connnent,  the  democrats  ascribing  the  exodus 
to  railroad  agents,  and  the  republicans  to  ill-treatment.  Tlie 
negroes  were  received  kindly  in  Kansas  and  Indiana,  but  the 
tardy  manifestations  of  hospitality  in  other  states  soon  cansid 
the  exodus  to  cease  for  a  time.  It  was  resumed  in  S»uth 
Carolina  in  the  winter  of  1881-2  by  an  attempt  of  the  colored 
people  to  reach  Arkansiis,  but  this  action  was  not  viewed  as 
a  matter  of  political  significance. 
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TAMMANY   AND  THE   INDEPENDENT   REPUBLICANS. 

There  were  threatening  divisions  in  both  parties  at  the 
New  York  election  of  1879.  The  Tammany  society  of  New 
York  City,  which  had  long  led  the  democracy  of  the  city,  ex- 
cept for  a  few  years  after  the  exposure  of  Tweed's  peculations, 
opposed  Mr.  Robinson,  the  democratic  nominee  for  governor, 
and  thus  defeated  him.  A  large  number  of  republicans  were 
opposed  to  Senator  Conkling's  control  of  the  party  in  that 
state,  and  refused  to  support  the  nominee  for  governor  whom 
he  favored,  Mr.  Cornell,  and  very  nearly  defeated  him  in 
spite  of  the  help  of  Tammany.  These  were  independent  re- 
publicans, called,  by  the  regulars,  "  scratchers." 

Congress  met  December  1,  1879,  the  democrats  having  a 
Forty-sixth  Congress,  1  majority  in  both  branches.  The  Presi- 
First  Session.  J  dent   favored   the  retirement   of  the 

legal  tenders,  and  advised  against  additional  legislation  in 
reference  to  coinage. 

ARMY   AT   THE   POLLS. 

The  passage  of  the  bill  to  prevent  the  use  of  the  army  at 
the  polls  was  the  most  important  political  action  during  this 
session.  It  was  a  democratic  measure,  but  after  the  addition 
of  the  Garfield  proviso  the  bill  was  free  from  material  parti- 
san objections  and  secured  the  sup])()rt  of  the  republicans. 
The  proviso  stipulated  that  the  law  should  not  be  construed 
to  prevent  the  constitutional  use  of  the  army  to  suppress  do- 
mestic violence  in  a  state. 

To  the  deficiency  and  appropriation  bills  the  ^'political 
riders''  were  again  added,  but  they  were  met,  as  on  former 
occasions,  by  the  objections  of  the  President,  and  failed,  with- 
out modification,  to  become  laws. 

The  Supreme  Court,  having  decided  that  the  general  elec- 
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tion  law  was  constitutional,  the  democratic  opposition  to  it 
was  somewhat  modified.     Congress  adjourned  June  16, 1880. 

REPUBLICAN   NATIONAL  CONVENTION. 

On  the  2d  of  June,  1880,  the  republican  national  conven- 
tion met  at  Chicago.  The  prominent  candidates  before  the 
convention  were  Grant,  Blaine,  Sherman,  Edmunds,  Wash- 
burne,  Windom,  and  Garfield.  Excitement  ran  high,  owing 
to  the  candidacy  of  General  Grant,  for  what  was  popularly 
called  a  "  third  term,"  though  not  regarded  by  his  supporters 
as  improper,  because  it  was  not  a  third  consecutive  term. 
The  General  was  supported  by  Conkling,  of  New  York ; 
Cameron,  of  Pennsylvania;  and  Logan,  of  Illinois,  who  had 
secured  for  him,  in  the  face  of  bitter  protests,  the  instructions 
of  their  respective  state  conventions ;  but  in  the  delegations 
of  these  states  there  was  a  large  minority  opposed  to  the 
nomination  of  the  General,  and  these  could  not  be  controlled, 
save  by  the  enforcement  of  the  unit  rule.  For  this  the  Gen- 
eral's three  principal  senatorial  friends  contended  with  all 
their  influence.  The  president  of  the  convention,  however, 
decided  against  its  enforcement,  and  the  delegates  were  free 
to  represent  the  opinions  of  their  districts,  irrespective  of  the 
instructions  of  state  conventions.  On  the  thirty-sixth  ballot, 
General  James  A.  Garfield,  of  Ohio,  was  nominated,  as  the 
result  of  a  sudden  union  of  the  forces  of  Blaine  and  Sher- 
man. The  object  was  to  defeat  the  nomination  of  Grant. 
General  Chester  A.  Arthur,  of  New  York,  was  selecteil  for 
Vice-President,  with  the  view  of  carrying  New  York,  sincv 
that  state  was  regarded  as  holding  the  key  to  the  presidential 
position.  The  convention  is  re^rded  as  overthrowing  the 
attempts  at  changing  the  traditional  ]>olicy  of  the  country, 
which  prohibits  one  man  from  serving  as  President  more 
than  two  terms. 
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the  national  (greenback)  labor  convention. 

The  national  convention  of  the  national  party  met  at  Chi- 
cago, June  9,  1 880,  and  selected  as  candidates  for  the  two 
highest  executive  offices,  James  B.  Weaver,  of  Iowa,  and 
Benjamin  Chambers,  of  Texas.  This  ticket  was  acquiesced 
in  by  most  of  the  element  that  constituted  the  labor  reform 
party. 

PROHIBITION   NATIONAL  CONVENTION. 

The  prohibitionists  held  their  national  convention  at  Cleve- 
land, Ohio,  June  17,  and  nominated  by  acclammation  Neal 
Dow,  of  Maine,  for  the  position  of  President,  and  A.  H. 
Thom-»son,  of  Ohio,  for  that  of  Vice-President. 

DEMOCRATIC  NATIONAL  CONVENTION. 

On  the  22d  of  June  the  national  convention  of  the  demo- 
cratic party  met  at  Cincinnati,  Ohio.  Prominent  among  the 
candidates  were  Hancock,  Bayard,  Payne,  Thurman,  Field, 
Morrison,  Hendricks,  Tilden,  Ewing,  Seymour,  Randall, 
Loveland,  McDonald,  and  McClellan.  John  Kelley,  the 
Tammany  leader  of  New  York,  was  at  the  convention  to  op- 
pose Tilden,  but  the  latter  sent  a  letter  declining  the  nomina- 
tion, and  Mr.  Kelley  acquiesced  in  the  choice  of  his  party. 
On  the  first  ballot  votes  were  cast  for  nineteen  candidates, 
but  on  the  second  the  competitors  were  reduced  to  four,  Han- 
cock, Tilden,  Bayard,  and  Hendricks.  Of  the  738  votes  for 
these,  Hancock  received  705,  and  was  declared  the  nominee 
for  President.  William  H.  English,  of  Indiana,  was  nomi- 
nated for  Vice-President. 

PRESIDENTIAL   ELECTION   OF   1880. 

The  canvass  following  the  nominations  of  1880  brought 
before  the  {>eople  the  leading  men  of  all  the  parties.  The 
democrats  were  aided  by  Randall,  Bayard,  Voorhees,  Wallace, 
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Hill,  Hampton,  Ijamar,  and  hosts  of  their  best  public  speaKcrs. 
Among  the  republican  orators  were  Blaine,  Logan,  Conklin^', 
Grant,  Boutwell,  and  the  Camerons.  Since  Maine,  in  Sep- 
tember, went  democratic  by  a  small  majority,  strenuous  efforts 
were  made  to  counteract  its  influence  in  the  October  states  of 
Ohio  and  Indiana.  During  the  first  weeks  of  the  canvass 
much  was  done  towards  defaming  the  candidates ;  but  after 
a  time  this  partially  subsided,  and  the  republicans  of  the  west, 
for  the  first  time  in  their  history,  accepted  the  tariff  issue,  and 
made  the  plank  in  the  democratic  platform — "  a  tariff  for 
revenue  only  " — the  chief  point  of  attack  in  their  political 
warfare.  The  republican  success  in  Ohio  and  Indiana  did  not 
discourage  the  democrats;  on  the  contrary,  their  victor^'  in 
West  Virginia,  and  the  i>opularity  of  their  leading  candidate, 
influenced  them  to  persist  to  the  end  with  high  hopes  of  suc- 
cess. In  Xovember,  California,  Nevada,  New  Jersey,  and 
all  the  southern  states  went  democratic,  while  the  remaining 
states  were  republican.  Tlic  republican  ]>(>pular  vote  was 
4,442,050;  tlie  democratic',  4,442,():^> :  national,  :](M),<sG7 : 
scatterin<j:,  12,.'37G.  The  elections  lor  C'onirress,  in  the  same 
canvass,  ^ave  the  republicans  147  nienilx^rs  ;  the  (leniocrtUs, 
13G;  nationals,  0;  independents,  1.  (iovernors  of  fifteen 
states  were  elected;  seven  were  republican,  and  eight  demo- 
cratic. 

Congress  met  December  G,  1880,  the  Situate  and  House 
Forty-sixth  Congress,  1  being  democratic.  Among  the  bills 
Second  Session.  i  considered  this  term  and  not  disposal! 

of  were  the  funding  bill;  the  electoral  count  j<>int  rule;  the 
Chinese  iudemnitv  bill  ;  the  Irish  relief  bill  ;  bills  to  restrict 
Chinese  immigration,  to  regulate  the  jkiv  and  number  <>f 
supervisors  of  elections  and  special  deputy-marshals,  to 
amend  the  constitution  as  to  the  election  of  President,  to 
abrogate  the  Clayton-Bulwer  treaty,  to  prohibit  military  in- 
terference at   elections,  to  define   the  terns  of  otlice  of  the 
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chief  supervisors  of  elections,  to  appoint  a  tariff  commission^ 
the  political  assessment  bill,  the  Fitz-John  Porter  bill,  and 
the  Kellogg-Spofford  case. . 

In  the  Senate,  a  committee  of  five  was  apjwinted,  of  which 
Mr.  Voorhees  was  chairman,  to  investigate  the  causes  of  the 
negro  exodus  from  the  south.  It  ascertained  that  in  some 
cases  the  causes  were  political,  and  in  others  pecuniary. 

A  three  per  cent,  funding  bill  was  vetoed  by  tlie  President 
on  the  3d  of  March,  1881,  on  the  ground  "  that  it  was  unjust 
to  the  national  banks  in  compelling  them  to  accept  and  em- 
ploy this  security  for  their  circulation  in  lieu  of  the  old  bonds. 
The  republicans  opposed  the  measure,  but  advocated  a  3J  per 
cent,  funding  bill.  After  the  veto  the  democrats  consented  to 
the  3  J  per  cent.,  and  a  bill  funding  at  that  rate  was  passed.  The 
republican  view  was  a  mistake,  as  was  afterwards  shown  by 
the  ease  with  which  the  loan  was  floated. 

The  electoral  votes  were  counted  by  the  Vice-President 
in  the  presence  of  both  Houses,  on  the  9th  of  February,  1881, 
and  were  found  to  be  214  for  Garfield  and  Arthur,  and  155 
for  Hancock  and  English.  Garfield  and  Arthur  were,  ac- 
cordingly, declared  elected  President  and  Vice-President  of 
the  United  States.  The  count  occasioned  no  agitation  that 
could  be  called  a  political  trouble.  Congress  adjourned 
March  4,  and  on  the  same  day  Garfield  and  Arthur  took  the 
oath  of  office. 

The  conservatism  of  Haves's  administration  was  an  advan- 
tage  to  the  country.  During  his  term  there  w^as  a  growing 
of  independent  sentiment  among  the  republicans  that  gained 
strength  each  year.  The  administration  had  the  effect  of 
softening  party  asperities,  and  did  much  to  restore  a  better 
political  feeling  between  the  north  and  the  south. 
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1878.— NATIONAL  PLATFORM. 
Toifdo,  Ohio,  Fthruary  25. 
WnEREA^,  Throutrhout  our  entire  country  (he  value  of  real  estate  \» 
deprei'ialcd.  industry  paralyzetl,  trade  rlcpretoei),  liusiness  incomes  and 
wiifrpv  re'luced,  tin  paralleled  dislresn  inflii'led  u[>on  (he  poorer  and  middle 
rankH  of  oiir  [leople,  the  land  filled  with  fraud,  embetzlement,  bankruptcy, 
crime,  HufTerint;,  pauperism,  and  starralion  ;  and 
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Whereas,  This  state  of  things  has  been  brought  about  by  legislation 
in  the  interest  of,  and  dictated  by,  money-lenders,  bankers,  and  bondhold- 
ers; and, 

Whebeas,  While  we  recognize  the  fact  that  the  men  in  Congress  con- 
nected with  the  old  political  parties  have  stood  up  manfully  for  the  rights 
of  tlie  people,  and  met  the  threats  of  the  money  power,  and  the  ridicule  of 
an  ignorant  and  subsidized  press,  yet  neither  the  republican  nor  the  dem- 
<Nsrmtic  party,  in  their  policies,  propose  remedies  for  the  existing  evils; 
and 

Whereas,  The  independent  greenback  party,  and  other  associations, 
more  or  less  effective,  have  been  unable,  hitherto,  to  make  a  formidable 
opposition  to  old  party  organizations;  and 

Whereas,  The  limiting  of  the  legal-tender  quality  of  the  greenbacks, 
the  changing  of  currency  bonds  into  coin  bonds,  the  demonetization  of  the 
silver  dollar,  the  exempting  of  bonds  from  taxation,  the  contraction  of 
Hie  circulating  medium,  the  proposed  forced  resumption  of  specie  pay- 
ments, and  the  prodigal  waste  of  the  public  lands,  were  crimes  against  the 
people;  and,  as  far  as  possible,  the  results  of  these  criminal  acts  must  be 
'  eonnteracted  by  judicious  legislation :  therefore, 

We  assemble  in  national  convention  and  make  a  declaration  if  our 
principles,  and  invite  all  patriotic  citizens  to  unite  in  an  effort  to  secure 
&ancial  reform  and  industrial  emancipation.  The  organization  shall  be 
known  as  the  "national  party,"  and  under  this  name  we  will  perfect, 
without  delay,  national,  state,  and  local  associations,  to  secure  the  elec- 
tion to  office  of  such  men  only  as  will  pledge  themselves  to  do  all  in  their 
power  to  establish  these  principles: 

1.  It  is  the  exclusive  function  of  the  general  government  to  coin  and 
create  money  and  regulate  its  value.  All  bank  issues  designed  to  circu- 
late as  money  should  be  suppressed.  The  circulating  medium,  whether  of 
metal  or  paper,  shall  be  issued  by  the  government,  and  made  a  full  legal- 
tender  for  all  debts,  duties,  and  taxes  in  the  United  States,  at  its  stamped 
value. 

2.  There  shall  be  no  privileged  class  of  creditors.  Official  salaries,  pen- 
sions, bonds,  and  all  other  debts  and  obligations,  public  and  private,  shall 
be  discharged  in  the  legal-tender  money  of  the  United  States,  strictly  ac- 
cording to  the  stipulations  of  the  laws  under  which  they  were  contracted. 

3.  The  coinage  of  silver  shall  be  placed  on  the  same  footing  as  that  of 
gold. 

4.  Congress  shall  provide  said  money  adequate  to  the  full  employment 
of  labor,  the  equitable  distribution  of  its  products,  and  the  requirements 
of  business,  fixing  a  minimum  amount  permpitn  of  the  population,  as  near 
as  may  be,  and  otherwise  regulating  its  value  by  wise  and  equitable  pro- 
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visions  of  law,  so  that  the  rate  of  interest  will  secure  to  labor  its  just  re- 
ward. 

5.  It  is  inconsistent  with  the  genius  of  popular  government  that  any 
species  of  private  property  should  be  exempt  from  bearing  its  proper  share 
of  the  public  burdens.  Government  bonds  and  money  should  be  taxed 
precisely  as  other  property,  and  a  graduated  income  tax  should  be  levied 
for  the  support  of  the  government  and  the  payment  of  its  debts. 

6.  Public  lands  are  the  common  property  of  the  whole  people,  and 
should  not  be  sold  to  speculators  nor  granted  to  railroads  or  other  corpo- 
rations, but  should  be  donated  to  actual  settlers,  in  limited  quantities. 

7.  The  government  should,  by  general  enactments,  encourage  tlie  devel- 
opment of  our  agricultural,  mineral,  mechanical,  manufacturing,  and 
commercial  resources,  to  the  end  that  labor  may  be  fully  and  profitably 
employed ;  but  no  monopolies  should  be  legalized. 

8.  All  useless  ofhccs  should  be  abolished,  the  most  rigid  economy  favored 
in  every  branch  of  the  public  service,  and  severe  punishment  inflicted 
upon  public  officers  who  betray  the  trusts  imposed  in  them. 

9.  As  educated  labor  has  devised  means  for  multiplying  production  by 
inventions  and  discoveries,  and  as  their  use  requires  the  exercise  of  mind 
as  well  as  body,  such  legislation  should  be  had  that  the  number  of  houR» 
of  daily  toil  will  be  reduced,  giving  to  the  working  classes  more  leisure  for 
mental  improvement  and  their  several  enjoyments,  nnd  saving  them  fn>m 
premature  decay  and  death. 

10.  Tlio  adoptioTi  of  an  Anicrican  nionotarv  system,  as  i)n»p<»sed  hervin, 
will  hannonizo  all  <lit]ercnccs  in  ro;;ard  lo  taritlainl  feiieral  taxation,  rv 
duce  and  0(iuaiize  the  cost  of  traiHportatioii  })y  land  and  water,  di>lril>ulv 
ccjuitahly  the  joint  earning*  of  capital  and  labor,  scH.Mire  to  tin*  jir«Mluc«T^ 
of  wealth  the  results  of  their  lal)or  and  skill,  and  muster  out  of  >erviei^  tht- 
vast  army  of  idlers,  who,  under  the  existinj^  sy>tem,  gmw  rich  u\^>\\  the 
earnings  of  others,  that  every  man  and  woman  may,  l.y  his  own  etlMrt>, 
secure  a  competency,  so  that  overgrown  fortunes  and  extreme  i>overty  will 
be  seldom  found  within  the  limits  of  our  republic. 

11.  Ii<»th  national  and  state  p:overnments  should  establish  bureau>  nf 
lal}or  and  industrial  statistics,  clothetl  with  the  j)ower  of  gathering  and 
publishing  the  same. 

12.  That  the  contract  system  of  employing  labor  in  our  prisons  and  n^ 
formatory  institutions  works  great  injustice  to  our  mechanics  and  artisauN 
and  should  l>e  j>rohil)ited. 

13.  The  imj)ortation  of  servile  labor  into  the  l'nite<l  State.-*  from  China 
is  a  problem  of  the  most  serious  importance,  and  we  re«-ornmend  legi.'«la- 
tion  looking  to  its  suj)pres'<ion. 

14.  We  believe  in  the  supremacy  of  law  over  and  above  all   j>€TishablP 
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material,  and  in  the  necessity  of  a  party  of  united  people  that  will  rise 
above  old  party  lines  and  prejudices.  We  will  not  affiliate  in  any  degree 
with  any  of  the  old  parties,  but,  in  all  cases  and  localities,  will  organize 
anew,  as  united  national  men — nominate  for  office  and  official  positions 
only  such  persons  as  are  clearly  believers  in  and  identified  with  this  our 
sacred  cause;  and,  irrespective  of  creed,  color,  place  of  birth,  or  past  con- 
dition of  political  or  other  servitude,  vote  only  for  men  who  entirely 
abandon  old  party  lines  and  organizations. 


1879.— NATIONAL  LIBERAL  PLATFORM, 

Cincinnatif  Ohio^  September  14*  • 

1.  Total  separation  of  church  and  state,  to  be  guaranteed  by  amendment 
of  the  United  States  constitution;  including  the  equitable  taxation  of 
church  property,  secularization  of  the  public  schools,  abrogation  of  Sab- 
batarian laws,  abolition  of  chaplaincies,  prohibitions  of  public  appropria- 
tions for  religious  purposes,  and  all  measures  necessary  to  the  same  gen- 
eral end. 

2.  National  protection  for  national  citizens  in  their  equal,  civil,  political, 
and  religious  rights,  to  be  guaranteed  by  amendment  of  the  United  States 
constitution  and  afforded  througli  the'United  States  courts. 

3.  Universal  education,  the  basis  of  universal  suffrage  in  this  secular 
republic,  to  be  guaranteed  by  amendment  of  the  United  States  constitu- 
tion, requiring  every  state  to  maintain  a  thoroughly  secularized  public 
fvchool  system,  and  to  permit  no  child  within  its  limits  to  grow  up  without 
a  good  elementary  education. 


1880.— INDEPENDHNT  REPUBLICAN  PRINCIPLES. 

Independent  republicans  adhere  to  the  republican  principles  of  national 
supremacy,  sound  finances,  and  civil  service  reform,  expressed  in  the  re- 
publican platform  of  1876,  in  the  letter  of  acceptance  of  President  Hayes, 
and  in  his  message  of  1879;  and  they  seek  the  realization  of  those  princi- 
plt-s  in  practical  laws  and  their  efficient  administration.     This  requires, 

1.  The  continuance  on  tlie  statute  book  of  laws  protecting  the  rights  of 
voters  at  national  elections.  But  national  supremacy  affords  no  pretext 
for  interference  with  the  local  rights  of  communities;  and  the  develop- 
ment of  the  south  from  its  present  defective  civilization  can  be  secured 
^  only  under  constitutional  methods,  such  as  those  of  President  Hayes. 
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2.  The  passage  of  laws  which  shall  deprive  greenbacks  of  their  legal- 
tender  quality,  as  a  first  step  toward  their  ultimate  withdrawal  and  can- 
cellation, and  shall  maintain  all  coins  made  legal-tender  at  such  weight 
and  fineness  as  will  enable  them  to  be  used  without  discount  in  the  com- 
mercial transactions  of  the  world. 

3.  The  repeal  of  the  acts  which  limit  the  terms  of  office  of  certain  gov- 
ernment officials  to  four  years;  the  repeal  of  the  tenure-of -office  acts 
which  limit  the  power  of  the  executive  to  remove  for  cause;  the  establish- 
ment of  a  permanent  civil  service  commission,  or  equivalent  measures  to 
ascertain,  by  open  competition,  and  certify  to  the  President  or  other  ap- 
pointing power  the  fitness  of  applicants  for  nomination  or  appointment  to 
all  non-political  offices. 

II.  Independent  republicans  believe  that  local  issues  should  be  inde- 
pendent of  party.  The  words  republican  and  democrat  should  have  no 
weight  in  determining  whether  a  school  or  city  shall  be  administered  on 
business  principles  by  capable  men.  With  a  view  to  this,  legislation  is 
asked  which  shall  prescribe  for  the  voting  for  local  and  for  state  officers 
upon  separate  ballots. 

III.  Independent  republicans  assert  that  a  political  party  is  a  co-oper- 
ation of  voters  to  secure  the  practical  enactment  into  legislation  of  politi- 
cal convictions  set  forth  as  its  platform.  Every  voter  accepting  that  plat- 
form is  a  member  of  that  party;  any  representative  of  that  party  opposing 
the  principles  or  evading  the  promises  of  its  platform  forfeits  tlie  supiKiri 
of  its  voters.  No  voter  should  be  held  by  the  action  or  nomination  of  any 
caucus  or  convention  of  bis  party  against  bis  private  judgment.  It  i<  hi- 
duty  to  vote  against  bad  measures  and  unlit  men,  as  the  only  means  of 
obtaining  good  ones;  and  if  his  party  no  longer  represents  its  profei»«^i 
principles  in  its  practical  workings,  it  is  his  duty  to  vote  against  it. 

IV.  Independent  republicans  seek  good  nominations  through  participa- 
tion in  the  primaries  and  through  tbe  defeat  of  bad  nominees;  they  will 
labor  for  tbe  defeat  of  any  local  republican  candidate,  and,  in  co-oj>er- 
ation  with  those  holding  like  views  elsewhere,  for  the  defeat  of  any  gen- 
eral republican  candidate  whom  they  do  not  deem  fit. 


1880.— REPUBLICAN   PLATFORM, 

Chicago y  ///.,  June  2. 

The  republican  party,  in  national  convention  assemblcil,  at  the  end  « i 
twenty  years  since  the  federal  government  was  tirst  committt^  lt»  it< 
charge,  submits  to  the  people  of  the  Unifed  State©  its  brief  rej>ort  of  ii- 
administration  r 
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It  suppressed  a  rebellion  which  had  armed  nearly  a  million  of  men  to 
sabvert  the  national  authority.  It  reconstructed  the  Union  of  the  states 
with  freedom,  instead  of  slavery,  as  its  corner-stone.  It  transformed  four 
million  of  human  beings  from  the  likeness  of  things  to  the  rank  of  citi- 
zens. It  relieved  Congress  from  the  infamous  work  of  hunting  fugitive 
iiilaves,  and  charged  it  to  see  that  slavery  does  not  exist. 

It  has  raised  the  value  of  our  paper  currency  from  thirty-eight  per  cent, 
to  the  par  of  gold.  It  has  restored,  upon  a  solid  basis,  payment  in  coin 
for  all  the  national  obligations,  and  has  given  us  a  currency  absolutely 
good  and  equal  in  every  part  of  our  extended  country.  It  has  lifted  the 
credit  of  the  nation  from  the  point  where  six  percent,  bonds  sold  at  eighty- 
six  to  that  where  four  per  cent,  bonds  are  eagerly  sought  at  a  premium. 

Under  its  administration  railways  have  increased  from  31,000  miles  in 
1860,  to  more  than  82,000  miles  in  1879.  , 

Our  foreign  trade  has  increased  from  $700,000,000  to  $1,150,000,000  in 
the  same  time ;  and  our  exports,  which  were  $20,000,000  less  than  our  im- 
ports in  1860,  were  $264,000,000  more  than  our  imports  in  1879. 

Without  resorting  to  loans,  it  has,  since  the  war  closed,  defrayed  the 
ordinary  expenses  of  goveniment,  besides  the  accruing  interest  on  the 
public  debt,  and  disbursed,  annually,  over  $30,000,000  for  soldiers'  pen- 
sions. It  has.paid  $888,000,000  of  the  public  debt,  and,  by  refunding  the 
balance  at  lower  rates,  has  reduced  the  annual  interest  charge  from  nearly 
$151,000,000  to  less  than  $89,000,000. 

All  the  industries  of  the  country  have  revived,  labor  is  in  demand, 
wages  have  increased,  and  throughout  the  entire  country  there  is  evidence 
of  a  coming  prosperity  greater  than  we  have  ever  enjoyed. 

Upon  this  record,  the  republican  party  asks  for  the  continued  confidence 
and  support  of  the  people;  and  this  convention  submits  for  their  approval 
the  following  statement  of  the  principles  and  purposes  which  will  continue 
to  guide  and  inspire  its  efibrts : 

1.  We  affirm  that  the  work  of  the  last  twenty  years  has  been  such  as  to 
commend  itself  to  the  favor  of  the  nation,  and  that  the  fruits  of  the  costly 
victories  which  we  have  achieved,  through  immense  difficulties,  should  be 
preserved ;  that  the  peace  regained  should  be  cherished ;  that  the  dissev- 
ered Union,  now  happily  restored,  should  be  perpetuated,  and  that  the 
liberties  secured  to  this  generation  should  be  transmitted,  undiminished, 
to  future  generations;  that  the  order  established  and  the  credit  acquired 
.should  never  be  impaired ;  that  the  pensions  promised  should  be  paid ; 
that  the  debt  so  much  reduced  should  be  extinguished  by  the  full  payment 
of  every  dollar  thereof;  that  the  reviving  industries  should  be  further 
promoted ;  and  that  the  commerce,  already  so  great,  should  be  steadily 
encouraged. 
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2.  The  constitution  of  the  United  States  is  a  supreme  law,  and  not  a 
mere  contract;  out  of  confc<lerate  states  it  made  a  sovereign  nation.  Some 
powers  are  denie<l  to  the  nation,  while  others  are  denied  to  states;  but  the 
boundary  between  the  powers  delegate<i  and^hose  reserved  la  to  be  deter- 
mined by  the  national  and  not  by  the  state  tribunals. 

3.  The  work  of  popular  education  is  one  left  to  the  care  of  the  several 
states,  but  it  is  the  duty  of  the  national  government  to  aid  that  work  to 
the  extent  of  its  constitutional  ability.  The  intelligence  of  the  nation  is 
but  the  aggregate  of  the  intelligence  of  the  several  states;  and  the  destiny 
of  the  nation  must  be  guided,  not  by  the  genius  of  any  one  state,  but  by 
the  average  genius  of  all. 

4.  The  constitution  wisely  forbids  Congress  to  make  any  law  respecting 
an  establishment  of  religion;  but  it  is  idle  to  hope  that  the  nation  can 
be  protected  against  the  influences  of  sectarianism  while  each  ^tate  i.s 
exposed  to  its  domination.  We,  therefore,  recommend  that  the  constitu- 
tion be  so  amended  as  to  lay  the  same  prohibition  upon  the  legislature  of 
each  state,  to  forbid  the  appropriation  of  public  funds  to  the  support  of 
•sectarian  schools. 

5.  We  reaffirm  the  belief,  avowed  in  1876,  that  the  duties  levied  for  the 
purpose  of  revenue  should  so  discriminate  as  to  favor  American  labor; 
that  no  further  grant  of  the  public  domain  should  be  made  to  any  rail- 
way or  other  corporation ;  that  slavery  having  perished  in  the  states,  its 
twin  barbarity — -jjoly^'aniy — must  die  in  tlie  lerritories;  that  everywhen.' 
the  protection  acconlfd  to  citizens  of  American  birth  must  Ik*  s<*cimMi  t" 
citizens  of  Anu'rican  adoption;  that  wc  otecm  it  the  duty  of  Con^'n-ss  i., 
develop  and  improve  our  water-courses  and  harbors,  but  insist  that  fur- 
ther subsidies  to  private  per>ons  or  corporations  must  cease;  that  the  ob- 
ligations of  tlie  republic  to  tlie  men  wlio  preserved  its  integrity  in  the  day 
of  battle  are  undiminished  l)y  tlie  lapse  of  fifteen  years  since  their  final  vic- 
tory— to  do  them  perpetual  honor  is,  and  shall  forever  Ix',  the  grateful 
privilege  and  sacred  duty  of  the  American  j^eople. 

().  Since  the  authority  to  rej^ulate  immigration  and  intercourse  betwt^n 
the  I'nited  States  and  foreign  nati<ms  rests  with  the  Congress  of  the  I'ni- 
ted  States  and  its  treaty-makini,'  powers,  the  republican  party,  rt-^^aniini: 
the  unrestricted  immigration  of  the  Chinese  as  an  evil  of  great  magniludr. 
invoke  the  exercise  of  that  power  to  restrain  and  limit  that  immigration 
by  the  enactment  of  such  just,  humane,  and  reasonable  j)rovi.sions  as  will 
jiroduce  that  result. 

7.  That  the  purity  and  patriotism  which  characterized  the  early  career  of 
Rutherford  !».  Hayes  in  peace  and  war,  and  which  guide<l  the  thoughl>  of 
our  imnuMliate  i)redecess()rs  to  select  him  for  a  presidential  candidate, 
have  continued  to  inspire  him  in  his  cartH»r  as  chief  execMitive,  and  that 
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history  will  accord  to  his  administration  the  honors  which  are  due  to  an 
efficient,  just,  and  courteous  discharge  of  the  public  business,  and  will 
iionor  his  interposition  between  the  people  and  proposed  partisan  laws. 

8.  We  charge  upon  the  democratic  party  the  habitual  sacrifice  of  patri- 
otism and  justice  to  a  supreme  and  insatiable  lust  for  office  and  patronage. 
That  to  obtain  possession  of  the  national  and  state  governments,  and  the 
control  of  place  and  position,  they  have  obstructed  all  efforts  to  promote 
the  purity  and  to  conserve  the  freedom  of  suffrage;  have  devised  fraudu- 
lent certifications  and  returns;  have  labored  to  unseat  lawfully-elected 
members  of  Congress,  to  secure,  at  all  hazards,  the  vote  of  a  majority  of 
the  states  in  the  House  of  Representatives;  have  endeavored  to  occupy, 
by  force  and  fraud  the  places  of  trust  given  to  others  by  the  people  of 
Maine,  and  rescued  by  the  courageous  action  of  Maine's  patriotic  sons ; 
have,  by  methods  vicious  in  principle  and  tyrannical  in  practice,  attached 
partisan  legislation  to  appropriation  bills,  upon  whose  passage  the  very 
movements  of  governments  depend ;  have  crushed  the  rights  of  the  indi- 
vidual; have  advocated  the  principle  and  sought  the  favor  of  rebellion 
against  the  nation,  and  have  endeavored  to  obliterate  the  sacred  memories 
of  the  war,  and  to  overcome  its  inestimably  valuable  results  of  nationality, 
personal  freedom,  and  individual  equality.  Equal,  steady,  and  complete 
enforcement  of  the  laws,  and  protection  of  all  our  citizens  in  the  enjoy- 
ment of  all  privileges  and  immunities  guaranteed  by  the  constitution,  are 
the  first  duties  of  the  nation.  The  danger  of  a  solid  south  can  only  be 
averted  by  the  faithful  performance  of  every  promise  which  the  nation 
made  to  the  citizen.  The  execution  of  the  laws,  and  the  punishment  of 
all  those  who  violate  them,  are  the  only  safe  methods  by  which  an  endur- 
ing peace  can  be  secured,  and  genuine  prosperity  established  throughout 
the  south.  Whatever  promises  the  nation  makes,  the  nation  must  per- 
form; and  the  nation  can  not  with  safety  relegate  this  duty  the  states. 
The  solid  south  must  be  divided  by  the  peaceful  agencies  of  the  ballot, 
and  all  opinions  must  there  find  free  expression;  and  to  this  end  honest 
voters  must  be  protected  against  terrorism,  violence,  or  fraud.  And  we 
fiffirm  it  to  be  the  duty  and  the  purpose  of  the  republican  party  to  use  all 
legitimate  means  to  restore  all  the  states  of  this  Union  to  the  most  perfect 
harmony  which  may  be  practicable;  and  we  submit  to  the  practical,  sen- 
sible people  of  the  United  States  to  say  whether  it  would  not  be  dangerous 
to  the  dearest  interests  of  our  country,  at  this  time  to  surrender  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  national  government  to  a  party  which  seeks  to  over- 
throw the  existing  policy,  under  which  we  are  so  prosperous,  and  thus 
bring  distrust  and  confusion  where  there  is  now  order,  confidence,  and 
hope. 

33 
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9.  The  republican  party,  adhering  to  a  principle  affirmed  bjr  its  last 
national  convention,  of  respect  for  the  constitutional  rale  coYering  ap- 
pointments to  office,  adopts  the  declaration  of  President  Hayes,  that  the 
reform  of  the  civil  service  should  be  thorough,  radical,  and  complete.  To 
this  end  it  demands  the  co-operation  of  the  legislative  with  the  executive 
department  of  the  government,  and  that  Congress  shall  so  legislate  that 
fitness,  ascertained  by  proper  practical  tests,  shall  admit  to  the  public 
service;  and  that  the  power  of  removal  for  cause,  with  due  responsibility 
for  the  good  conduct  of  subordinates,  shall  accompany  the  power  of  ap- 
pointment. 


1880.— NATIONAL  (GREENBACK)  PLATFORM, 

ChicagOf  III..,  June  9, 

The  civil  government  should  guarantee  the  divine  right  of  every  laborer 
to  the  results  of  his  toil,  thus  enabling  the  producers  of  wealth  to  provide 
themselves  with  the  means  for  physical  comfort,  and  facilities  for  mental, 
social,  and  moral  culture;  and  wc  condemn,  as  unworthy  of  our  civiliza- 
tion, the  barbarism  which  imposes  ujwn  wealth -producers  a  state  of 
drudgery  as  the  price  of  a  bare  animal  existence.  Notwithstanding  the 
enormous  increase  of  productive  power  by  the  universal  introduction  of 
labor-saving  machinery  and  the  discovery  of  new  a'fents  for  the  increase 
of  wealth,  the  task  of  the  laborer  is  scarcely  Hghtene<l,  the  lioiirs  of  tuil 
are  but  little  shortened,  and  few  producers  are  liftcil  from  |>overty  into 
comfort  and  pecuniary  inde|>endence.  The  associated  monojxdies,  the  in- 
ternational syndicates,  and  other  income  classes  deniantl  dear  money, 
cheap  labor,  and  a  strong  government,  and,  hence,  a  weak  jn-ople.  Cor- 
porate control  of  the  volume  of  money  has  been  the  niean>  of  tlividinu: 
society  into  hostile  classes,  of  an  unjust  distribution  of  the  pnxiucts  of 
labor,  and  of  building  up  monopolies  of  associated  capital,  endowed!  with 
power  to  confiscate  j)rivate  property.  It  has  kept  money  scarce;  and  the 
scarcity  of  money  enforces  debt-trade,  and  public  and  corporate  loans; 
debt  engenders  usury,  and  usury  ends  in  the  bankruptcy  of  the  Iwrrower. 
Other  results  are — deranged  markets,  uncertainty  in  manufacturing  enter- 
prises and  agriculture,  precarious  and  intermittent  employment  for  the 
laborer,  industrial  war,  increasing  pauperism  and  crime,  and  the  conse- 
quent intimidation  and  disfranchisement  of  the  producer,  and  a  rapid 
declension  into  corporate  feudalism.     Therefore,  we  declare — 

1.  That  the  right  to  make  and  issue  money  is  a  sovereign  power,  to  be 
maintained  by  the  people  for  their  common  benefit.  The  delegation  of 
this  right  to  corp(>rations  is  a  surrender  of  the  central  attribute  of  sover- 
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eigntj,  void  of  constitutional  sanction,  and  conferring  upon  a  subordinate 
and  irresponsible  power  an  absolute  dominion  over  industry  and  com- 
merce. All  money,  whether  metallic  or  paper,  should  be  issued,  and  its 
volume  controlled,  by  the  government,  and  not  by  or  through  banking 
corporations ;  and,  when  so  issued,  should  be  a  full  legar  tender  for  all 
debts,  public  and  private. 

2.  That  the  bonds  of  the  United  States  should  not  be  refunded,  but  paid 
as  rapidly  as  practicable,  according  to  contract.  To  enable  the  govern- 
ment to  meet  these  obligations,  legal-tender  currency  should  be  substituted 
for  the  notes  of  the  national  banks,  the  national  banking  system  abol- 
ished, and  the  unlimited  coinage  of  silver,  as  well  as  gold,  established  b/ 
law. 

3.  That  labor  should  be  so  protected  by  national  and  state  authority  as 
to  equalize  its  burdens  and  insure  a  just  distribution  of  its  results.  The 
eight  hour  law  of  Congress  should  he  enforced,  the  sanitary  condition  of 
industrial  establishments  placed  under  rigid  control,  the  competition 
of  contract  convict  labor  abolished,  a  bureau  of  labor  statistics  established, 
factories,  mines,  and  workshops  inspected,  the  employment  of  children 
under  fourteen  years  of  age  forbidden,  and  wages  paid  in  cash. 

4.  Slavery  being  simply  cheap  labor,  and  cheap  labor  being  simply  sla- 
very, the  importation  and  presence  of  Chinese  serfs  necessarily  tends  to 
brutalize  and  degrade  American  labor;  therefore,  immediate  steps  should 
be  taken  to  abrogate  the  Burlingame  treaty. 

5.  Railroad  land  grants  forfeited  by  reason  of  non-fulfillment  of  con- 
tract should  be  immediately  reclaimed  by  the  government,  and,  hence- 
forth, the  public  domain  reserved  exclusively  as  homes  for  actual  settlers. 

6.  It  is  the  duty  of  Congress  to  regulate  inter-state  commerce.    All  * 
lines  of  communication  and  transportation  should  be  brought  under  such 
legislative  control  as  shall  secure  moderate,  fair,  and  uniform  rates  for 
passenger  and  freight  traffic. 

7.  We  denounce  as  destructive  to  property  and  dangerous  to  liberty  the 
action  of  the  old  parties  in  fostering  and  sustaining  gigantic  land,  rail- 
road, and  money  corporations,  and  monopolies  invested  with  and  exercis- 
ing powers  belonging  to  the  government,  and  yet  not  responsible  to  it  for 
the  manner  of  their  exercise. 

8.  That  the  constitution,  in  giving  Congress  the  power  to  borrow  money, 
to  declare  war,  to  raise  and  support  armies,  to  provide  and  maintain  a 
navy,  never  intended  that  the  men  who  loaned  their  money  for  an  interest- 
consideration  should  be  preferred  to  the  soldiers  and  sailors  who  periled 
their  lives  and  shed  their  blood  on  land  and  sea  in  defense  of  their  coun- 
try ;  and  we  condemn  the  cruel  class  legislation  of  the  republican  party. 
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most  unjucOf '  ]^ 


1,  while  professing  gr^at  latitude  to  the  Hildicr,  hia  most  u 
..iminiitcil  against  him  and  in  lavur  of  the  hondholdeT. 
V.  All  property  should  bear  its  just  proportiuii  of  taxation,  and  we  d»- 
Land  a  graduated  income  tax. 

10.  We  denounce  aa  dnng^rous  tlic-  efforts  ever^herv  manifeEt  to  n- 
Etrict  Ihe  rlgiit  of  liiitlrage. 

U.  We  are  opposed  to  an  increase  of  the  ataodlng  army  in  timeof  peace, 
i  the  insidioUR  srhenie  to  establish  an  eDormous  ullitarT  jiower  under 
ISO  of  militia  laws. 

We  dec      '    '     '   te  detnocn  ";  rules  for  the  goTemment  of  Con- 
*«,  placitlg  I  rrfentativea  of      e  ijcople  upon  nn  equal  footing,  and 

ting  awd^  frota  committees  a  veto  power  greater  than  that  of  the  Pn*- 

3.  We  demand  a  government  of  the  people,  bj  the  people,  and  fur  IIip 
«ple,  instead  of  a  government  of  the  bondholder,  by  the  bondlioMer,  and 
i:  the  bondholder;  and  we  denounce  every  nttempl  to  stir  up  wxritunal 
-irife  as  an  effort  to  conceal  moD»trnu!j  crimeB  ngainst  the  people 

14.  In  the  furtherance  of  these  end«  we  ask  the  co-operation  of  all  Ixlr- 
iluded  people.     We  have  no  quarrel  with  individuals,  «a^  nu  wir  on 

dure  forlher  ai^.'ii.tiiie  from  our  present  ailiinl  rulots,  who,  having  do- 
minion over  money,  over  transportation,  over  land  and  labor,  over  the 
press  and  machinery  of  government,  wield  unwarrantable  power  <wer  onr 
institutions  and  over  life  and  property. 


1880.— PROHIBITION  BEFORM  PLATFORM, 

Oettlajul,  Ohio,  Junt  11. 

The  prohibition  reform  party  of  the  United  States,  organized,  in  the 
n:imc  of  the  people,  to  revive,  enforce,  and  perpetuate  in  the  govemmeot 
tlic  doctrines  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  submit,  for  the  Euffragt 
of  all  good  citizens,  the  following  platform  of  national  tefonua  and  mew- 


In  the  ezsminatioQ  and  discussion  of  the  temperance  question,  it  hu 
been  proven,  and  is  an  accepted  truth,  that  alcoholic  drinks,  whether  fer- 
mented, brewed,  or  distilled,  are  poisonous  to  the  healthy  human  body, 
the  drinking  of  which  is  not  only  needless  and  hurtful,  neceasarily  tend- 
ing to  form  intemperate  liabils,  increasing  grtatly  the  number,  aeveritj, 
and  fatal  termination  of  diseases,  weakening  and  deranging  the  inlelleel, 
polluting  the  affections,  hardening  the  heart  and  corrupting  the  nioralt, 
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depriving  many  of  reason  and  still  more  of  its  healthful  exercise,  and  an- 
nnally  bringing  down  large  numbers  to  untimely  graves,  'producing,  in 
the  children  of  many  who  drink,  a  predisposition  to  intemperance,  insan- 
ity, and  various  bodily  and  mental  diseases,  causing  diminution  of  strength, 
feebleness  of  vision,  fickleness  of  purpose,  and  premature  old  age,  and  in- 
ducing, in  all  future  generations,  deterioration  of  moral  and  physical 
character.  Alcoholic  drinks  are  thus  the  implacable  foe  of  man  as  an  in- 
dividual. 

1.  The  legalized  importation,  manufacture,  and  sale  of  intoxicating 
drinks  ministers  to  their  use,  and  teaches  the  erroneous  and  destructive 
sentiment  that  such  use  is  right,  thus  tending  to  produce  and  perpetuate 
the  above  mentioned  evils. 

2.  To  the  home  it  is  an  enemy — proving  itself  to  be  a  disturber  and  de- 
stroyer of  its  peace,  prosperity,  and  happiness;  taking  from  it  the  earn- 
ings of  the  husband ;  depriving  the  dependent  wife  and  children  of  essential 
food,  clothing  and  education ;  bringing  into  it  profanity,  abuse,  and  vio- 
lence; setting  at  naught  the  vows  of  the  marriage  altar;  breaking  up  the 
family  and  sundering  the  children  from  the  parents,  and  thus  destroying 
one  of  the  most  beneficient  institutions  of  our  creator,  and  removing  the 
sure  foundation  of  good  government,  national  prosperity,  and  welfare. 

3.  To  the  community  it  is  equally  an  enemy — producing  vice,  demoral- 
ization, and  wicked<ness;  its  places  of  sale  being  resorts  of  gaming,  lewd- 
ness, and  debauchery,  and  the  hiding-places  of  those  who  prey  upon  soci- 
ety; counteracting  the  efficacy  of  religious  effort,  and  of  all  means  of 
intellectual  elevation,  moral  purity,  social  happiness,  and  the  eternal  good 
of  mankind,  without  rendering  any  counteracting  or  compensating  bene- 
fits; being  in  its  influence  and  effect  evil  and  only  evil,  and  that  contin- 
ually. 

4.  To  the  state  it  is  equally  an  enemy— legislative  inquiries,  judicial 
investigations,  and  official  reports  of  all  penal,  reformatory,  and  dependent 
institutions  showing  that  the  manufacture  and  sale  of  such  beverages  is 
the  promoting  cause  of  intemperance,  crime,  and  pauperism,  and  of  de- 
mands upon  public  and  private  charity,  imposing  the  larger  part  of  taxa- 
tion, paralyzing  thrift,  industry,  manufactures  and  commercial  life, 
which,  but  for  it,  would  be  unnecessary ;  disturbing  the  peace  of  streets 
and  highways;  filling  prisons  and  poor-houses;  corrupting  politics,  legis- 
lation, and  the  execntion  of  the  laws;  shortening  lives;  diminishing 
health,  industry,  and  productive  power  in  manufactures  and  art;  and  is 
manifestly  unjust  as  well  as  injurious  to  the  community  upon  which  it  is 
imposed,  and  is  contrary  to  all  just  views  of  civil  liberty,  as  well  as  a  vio- 
lation of  the  fundamental  maxim  of  our  common  law,  to  use  your  own 
property  or  liberty  so  as  not  to  injure  others. 


sks 

5.  It  U  neither  riglit  nor  politic  for  the  slate  lo  afford  legal  protection 
to  UI7  timffie  or  an;r  qntem  which  lends  lo  trnsle  the  resources,  to  i^m^it 
the  social  habits,  and  to  deatray  tie  health  and  Ures  of  the  people ;  that 
the  importation,  mannfactuie,  and  &]ilc of  intoxicating  bevengcs  isproreo 
to  be  inimical  lo  the  tnie  inteieate  of  the  individuui,  home,  oommonUy, 
and  itate,  and  deatrnctive  to  the  order  and  welfare  of  societj-,  and  unght, 
theiefoie,  to  he  cla«ed  among  crinF^  to  be  prohibited. 

6.  In  thia  time  of  profonnd  peari-  .it  home  nnd  abroad,  the  entirv  aeiw- 
ration  of  tliegeneralgOTemment  frmi  the  drliik-traffii:,  aod  it?  pmbibiUon 

in  the  IHatrict  of  Colnmhia,  terrilork-^,  and  in  uH  |.bot»  and  wny  r^trr 
which,  under  the  eonatitntion,  Congreaa  haa  control  and  pow«r,  ia  a  polit- 
ical itaoe  of  the  fint  importance  to  the  peace  and  ^oeperitr  of  the  iiatka. 
There  can  be  no  stable  peace  and  protection  lo  peiaonal  liberty,  lila,  at 
ftwptHj,  UKtil  secored  bj  national  or  atate  ewHlitational  proriaiena,  ea- 
ibrced  by  adequate  laws. 

7.  All  legitimate  Indnitries  require  ddlTeraDce  ttom  the  taxation  a«ri 
Io»  which  the  liquor  traffic  Impoae*  upon  them;  and  flnandal  or  otbv 
kgialation  could  not  accompliah  so  mnch  to  inereaae  prodnctioa  and 
eauie  a  demand  for  labor,  and,  as  a  result,  for  the  comforts  of  liting,  aa 
the  suppression  of  thia  traffic  would  biing  to  thousands  of  hcHucs  aa  one 
of  its  blesainga. 

8.  The  ad mtDiBt ration  of  the  govemment  and  the  exeention  of  the  laws 
are  through  political  parties;  and  we  arraign  the  republican  partT,  which 
has  been  in  continuous  power  in  the  nation  for  twenty  years,  aa  being 
falae  to  dnty,  as  false  to  loudly- proclaimed  principles  of  equal  justice  to 
all  and  Bper^lal  favors  to  none,  and  of  protection  to  the  weak  and  depend- 
ent, insensible  to  the  mischief  which  the  trade  in  liquor  has  coiutantly 
inflicted  upon  industry,  trade,  commerce,  and  the  social  happiness  of  the 
people;  that  5,652  distitteriee,  3,830  breweries,  and  176,266  places  for  the 
tale  of  these  poisonous  liquors,  involving  an  anaual  waste  to  the  nation  of 
one  million  five  hundred  thousanddollare,  and  the  sacrifice  of  one  hundred 
thotisand  lives,  have,  under  its  legislation,  grown  up  and  been  fnatered  as 
a  legitimate  source  of  revenue;  that  during  its  history,  six  territories 
have  been  organized  and  five  states  have  been  admitted  into  the  Union, 
with  constitutions  provided  and  approved  by  Congress,  but  the  prohibition 
of  this  debasing  and  destructive  traffic  has  not  been  provided,  nor  even 
the  people  given,  nt  the  time  of  admiiaion,  power  lo  forbid  it  in  any  one 
one  of  them.  Its  history  further  shows,  that  not  in  a  single  instance  has 
an  original  prohibitory  law  been  passed  by  any  istste  that  was  controlled 
\^  it,  while  in  four  states,  so  governed,  the  laws  found  on  its  advent  lo 
power  have  been  repealed.  At  its  national  convention  in  1672,  it  declared, 
as  a  part  of  its  party  faith,  that  "it  disopDroves  of  the  resort  to  nnconsti- 
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tational  laws  for  the  purpose  of  removing  evils,  hy  interference  with  rights 
not  surrendered  by  the  people  to  either  the  state  or  national  government," 
which,  the  author  of  this  plank  says,  was  adopte<\  by  the  platform  com- 
mittee with  the  full  and  implicit  understanding  that  its  purpose  was  the 
discountenancing  of  all  so-called  temperance,  prohibitory,  and  Sunday  laws. 

9.  We  arraign,  also,  the  democratic  party  as  unfaithful  and  unworthy  of 
^reliance  on  this  question;  for,  although  not  clothed  with  power,  but  occu- 
pying the  relation  of  an  opposition  party  during  twenty  years  past,  strong 
in  numbers  and  organization,  it  has  allied  itself  with  liquor-traffickers,  and 
become,  in  all  of  the  states  in  the  Union,  their  special  political  defenders, 
and  in  its  national  convention  in  1876,  as  an  article  of  its  political  faith, 
declared  against  prohibition  and  just  laws  in  restraint  of  the  trade  in 
•drink,  by  saying  it  was  opposed  to  what  it  was  pleased  to  call  **  all  sump« 
tuary  laws.''    The  national  party  has  been  dumb  on  this  question. 

10.  Drink-traffickers,  having  the  history  and  experience  of  all  ages, 
climes,  and  conditions  of  men,  declaring  their  business  destructive  of  all 
good — finding  no  support  in  the  Bible,  morals,  or  reason — appeal  to  mis- 
applied law  for  their  justification,  and  intrench  themselves  behind  the  evil 
elements  of  political  party  for  defense,  party  tactics  and  party  inertia  be- 
come battling  forces,  protecting  this  evil. 

11.  In  view  of  the  foregoing  facts  and  history,  we  cordially  invite  all 
Toters,  without  regard  to  former  party  affiliations,  to  unite  with  us  in  the 
use  of  the  ballot  for  the  abolition  of  the  drinking  system,  under  the 
authority  of  our  national  and  state  governments.  We  also  demand,  as  a 
right,  that  women,  having  the  privileges  of  citizens  in  other  respects,  be 
clothed  with  the  ballot  for  their  protection,  and  as  a  rightful  means  for  the 
proper  settlement  of  the  liquor  question. 

12.  To  remove  the  apprehension  of  some  who  allege  that  a  loss  of  public 
revenue  would  follow  the  suppression  of  the  direct  trade,  we  confidently 
point  to  the  experience  of  governments  abroad  and  at  home,  which  shows 
that  thrift  and  revenue  from  the  consumption  of  legitimate  manufactures 
and  commerce  have  so  largely  followed  the  abolition  of  drink  as  to  fully 
supply  all  loss  of  liquor  taxes. 

13.  We  recognize  the  good  providence  of  Almighty  God,  who  has  pre- 
served and  prospered  us  as  a  nation :  and,  asking  for  His  Spirit  to  guide  us 
to  ultimate  success,  we  all  look  for  it,  relying  upon  His  omnipotent  arm. 


1880.— DEMOCRATIC  PLATFORM, 

Cincinnati^  Ohio^  June  22, 

The  democrats  of  the  United  States,  in  convention  assembled,  declare: 
1.  We  pledge  ourselves  anew  to  the  constitutional  doctrines  and  tradi- 


HISTORY  OF  AMEGICAX   POLITICS, 

t democralic  partj.  as  illustrnled  hjthc  lesthiogaand  emmpln 

.--B  .ioe  of  Hemorrstic  eCaifsiaen  and  |ialriots.  and  embodied  in  th* 

lorm  of  the  last  nationni  itinventiifi)  of  ihe  [jnrfr. 

i.  Opposilion  to  centriiliiation,  and  to  that  ilaaguraiiB  Hpirit  oJ  encrourh- 

neol  which  tends  to  consolidile  tlie  powers  al  all  ihe  depnrtmenti  tn  on*, 

iind  ihus  to  creal«,  whatever  the  form  of  ^vernaient,  ■  real  deepotiatn.;  uo 

impluary  Ihwb;  eeparation  of  the  church  and  stale  lor  the  good  of  each; 

aiDiiioa  schools  fostered  and  pmlecied. 

'i.  Home  ralei  honest  Eaonty.  coiisialing  of  goh)  and  silver,  and  paper, 
ertible  into  coin  on  demand;  (he  siriot  maintenance  of  the  putilic 
I,  state  und  national ;  and  a  tnrilT  for  revenue  only  ;  the  aubordination 
loe  miliCarr  to  the  civil  powerj  ami  a  general  and  thorough  rcfom  oi 

i.  The  right  to  a  free  ballot  is  a  right  preserTalive  of  sll  rights;  and 
lOet  and  shall  be  maintained  in  everj  part  of  the  United  Btates. 

5.  The  existing  admtnislrntion  is  the  representatireot  aeonspiracjonlv ; 
id  ils  claim  of  right  to  surround  the  bnllol-boxee  with  troops  and  depulf 

jDrehals,  to  intimidate  and  obslnict  the  elections,  and  the  unpiecednited 
Me  of  the  veto  to  maintain  its  corrupt  and  despotic  power,  insults  the  peo- 
ple and  imperils  Ibelr  instiltitions.  We  execnilK  the  course  of  this  ndmiii- 
ietralinn  in  iii:ikiiit;  !>lrni-s  in  the  i:ivil  scrTict- ii  rewnnl  for  jiolilical  .Tinir; 
and  dematid  a  teform,  hj  atatale,  which  shall  make  it  forever  impowible 
for  a  defeated  candidate  to  bribe  his  way  to  the  seal  of  a  usurper  bj  billet- 
ing vittains  upon  the  people. 

6.  The  great  fraud  of  1876-7,  by  which,  upon  a  false  count  of  the 
electoral  voles  of  two  states,  the  candidate  defeated  at  the  polls  was  de- 
clared to  be  President,  and,  for  the  first  time  in'  American  hislor7,the  will 
of  the  people  was  set  aside  under  a  threat  of  military  violence,  struck  a 
deadly  blow  at  our  system  of  representative  government.  The  democratic 
party,  to  preserve  the  country  from  Ihe  horrotvof  a  civil  war,  submitted  fcv 
the  time,  in  the  Grm  and  patriotic  belief  that  the  people  would  pnnish  th« 
crime  in  1880.  This  issue  precedes  and  dwarfs  every  other.  It  imposes  a 
more  sacred  duly  upon  the  people  of  the  Union  than  ever  addreoed  the 
consciences  of  s  nation  of  freemen. 

7.  The  resolution  of  Samuel  J.  Tilden,  not  again  to  be  a  candidate  for 
the  exalted  place  to  which  he  was  elected  by  a  majority  of  his  country- 
men, and  from  which  he  was  excluded  by  the  leadera  of  the  republican 
party,  is  received  by  the  democrats  of  the  United  States  with  deep  sensi- 
bility; and  they  declare  their  confidence  in  his  wisdom,  patriotism,  and 
iAtegrity  unshaken  by  the  assaults  of  the  common  enemy;  and  ihey  fnr. 
ther  assure  him  that  he  is  followed  Into  the  retirement  he  has  chosen  for 
himself  by  the  sympathy  and  respect  of  his  fellow  citicens,  who  regard  him 
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as  one  who,  by  elevating  the  standard  of  the  pablic  morality,  and  adorning 
and  purifying  the  pablic  service,  merits  the  lasting  gratitude  of  his> 
country  and  his  party.  • 

8.  Free  ships,  and  a  living  chance  for  American  commerce  upon  the 
seas;  and  on  the  land,  no  discrimination  in  favor  of  transportation  lines^ 
corporations,  or  monopolies. 

9.  Amendments  of  the  Burlingame  treaty ;  no  more  Chinese  immigrap 
tion,  except  for  travel,  education,  and  foreign  commerce,  and,  therein,  care- 
fully guarded. 

10.  Public  money  and  public  credit  for  public  purposes  solely,  and  pub* 
lie  land  for  actual  settlers. 

11.  The  democratic  party  is  the  friend  of  labor  and  the  laboring  man^ 
and  pledges  itself  to  protect  him  alike  against  the  cormorants  and  the 
commune. 

12.  We  congratulate  the  country  upon  the  honesty  and  thrift  of  a  demo- 
cratic Congress,  which  has  reduced  the  public  expenditure  $10,000,000  a 
year;  upon  the  continuation  of  prosperity  at  home  and  the  national  honor 
abroad;  and,  above  all,  upon  the  promise  of  such  a  change  in  the  admin- 
istration of  the  government  as  shall  insure  a  genuine  and  lasting  reform 
in  every  department  of  the  public  service. 
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CHAPTER  XXn. 
OASFIELirS  AND  ARTHUR'S  ADMINISTRATION. 

1881— 1 88-. 
OA»Pn;iJ)'s    INAUGURAL  ADDRESS. 

'Fbe  iitM^pintion  of  James  A.  Ourlield  and  Cbcstor  A. 
Arthur,  u  Prendent  and  Vice-Presidrut  of  the  United 
StiitcB,  took  plsoe  on  tiie  4th  of  March,  1881. 

Id  his  inaugural  address  the  President  advocated  Hk  itga~ 
latioa  of  the  civil  setvioc  by  law,  tmivcrsal  education  as  a 
safoguard  of  eufiage,  tlie  refunding  of  the  national  debt  at  a 
r  rate  of  interest,  without  compelling  the  withdrawal  of 
the  national  bank  notes,  and  tha  adjustment  of  onr  monetary 
sjfltem,  BO  that  the  purchasing  power  of  every  coined  dollar 
will  be  exactly  equal  to  its  debt-paying  power,  in  all  the 
markets  in  the  world.  He  advocated  the  prohibition  of  po- 
ligamy,  and  promised  equal  protection  of  the  laws  for  all 
citizens,  without  distinction  of  race  or  color. 

His  cabinet  nominations  were  made  and  confirmed  the  day 
following  the  inauguration.  He  selected  James  G.  Blaine, 
secretary  of  state ;  William  Windom,  of  Minnesota,  secre- 
tary of  treasury;  William  H.  Hunt,  of  Louisiana,  secretary 
of  the  navy ;  Robert  T.  Lincoln,  of  Illinois,  secretary  of 
war;  Wayne  McVeagh,  of  PennsyK-ania,  attorney-general; 
Thomas  L.  James,  of  New  York,  postmaster-general ;  and 
Samuel  J.  Kirkwood,  of  Iowa,  secretary-  of  the  interior. 

EXTRA   SESSION   OP   THE  SENATE. 

The  necessity  for  an  extra  session  of  the  Senate  was  nude 
known  by  President  Hayes,  in  a  proclamation,  preceding  the 
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Pilose  of  his  term  of  service.  In  accordance  with  this  call, 
^he  Senate  met  in  extra  session  on  the  4th  of  March,  1881. 
The  parties  were  so  evenly  divided  that  business  involving 
political  questions  could  not  be  rapidly  transacted.  This 
-evenness  of  the  parties  resulted  in  a  dead-lock  that  was  not 
broken  without  weeks  of  bitter  partisan  discussion.  That 
which  clogged  the  work  of  the  Senate  was  the  question  of 
organisation.  The  republicans  desired  new  oflBcers,  chosen 
from  their  own  party ;  the  democrats  wished  to  retain  the  old 
officers,  who  were  members  of  their  party.  Senator  David 
Davis,  of  Illinois,  was  classed  as  an  independent.  When  he 
voted  with  the  republicans  they  were  enabled  to  carry  their 
measures  by  the  easting  vote  of  the  Vice-President,  their 
presiding  officer.  When  Mr.  Davis  voted  with  the  democrats, 
the  vote  of  the  Vice-President  was  of  no  avail  to  the  repub- 
licans. On  the  question  of  organization  the  view  of  Mr. 
Davis  accorded  with  that  of  the  democrats.  The  dead-lock 
was  not  broken  until  a  sufficient  number  of  recently  chosen 
republicans  entered  the  Senate  to  overcome  the  slight  advan- 
tage of  the  democrats. 

During  this  session  much  was  said  by  the  senators  and  the 
press  on  "senatorial  courtesy,"  a  privilege  of- the  Senate, 
which,  according  to  courtesy  and  custom,  leaves  to  the  sen- 
ators of  a  state  the  right  to  say  who  shall  be  appointed  from 
their  respective  states,  provided  the  senators  are  of  the  same 
party  as  the  President.  One  wing  of  the  republican  party, 
headed  by  Senator  Conkling,  put  great  stress  upon  this  cus- 
tom, while  the  other  wing,  supporting  the  administration,  set 
it  at  naught. 

President  Garfield  sent  in  the  names  of  five  persons  whom 
he  had  nominated  for  important  positions  in  New  York. 
This  had  been  done  at  the  suggestion  of  Senator  Conkling, 
who  had  been  invited  by  the  President  to  name  his  friends. 
While  this  was  satisfactory  to  the  senator  and  his  adherents, 
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it  called  fortli  loud  protests  from  thoae  who  did  not  believe 
that  so  many  iiominatioua  should  be  eelected  from  the  friemls 
of  Mr.  Coiikling.  For  the  collector  of  cuetoma  at  Xew 
York  no  iiDmitialion  was  at  first  made,  General  Edwin  H. 
Merritt  being  tlie  inriirabeiit. 

To  allay  the  dissatisfiiction  occasioned  by  the  five  nomina- 
tions, and,  ixrhajjs,  to  quiet  the  rapidly  developing  spirit  of 
&ction  in  New  York  between  the  Grant  and  the  aiiti-Gmnt 
partisans.  President  Garfield,  on  the  23d  of  March,  Bent  in 
tho  name  of  Judge  William  H.  Rober,  aon  for  the  New  York 
collectorship.  The  Judge  had  opposed  the  unit  rule  at  Chi- 
cago, disavowed  the  instructions  of  the  New  York  conven- 
tion to  vote  for  Gi?noral  Grant,  and  headed  the  Blaine  dele- 
gates from  that  state,  and  on  the  withdrawal  of  the  latter, 
used  his  infiiience  for  the  nomination  of  Garfield.  He  was 
not,therefore,in  political  accord  with  Senator  Oonkling.  The 
latter  now  endeavored  to  secure  the  confirmation  of  hU 
friends,  and  defi?at  that  of  the  Judge,  who  «-as  his  political 
enemy.  Thisefli)rt  influenced  the  President  to  withdraw  the 
nominations  that  had  been  suggested  by  the  Senator,  tbnx 
leaving  for  confirmation  before  the  Senate,  for  a  time,  the 
name  of  Judge  Robertson  alone.  Against  this  withdrawal 
the  New  York  senator  and  the  Vice-President  remonstrated 
in  a  letter  to  the  Executive,  but  he  did  not  recede  from  his 
position.  Whereupon  Senator  Conkling  endeavored  to  de- 
feat the  nomination  of  Robertson  under  the  plea  of  the 
"  privilege  of  the  Senate,"  as  to  senatorial  courte^.  There 
were  arrayed  against  him  the  influence  of  Mr.  Blaine,  the 
secretary  of  state,  and  a  sufficient  number  of  senators  to 
counteract  the  influence  of  Conkling.  Seeing  that  the  con- 
firmation of  the  Judge  could  not  be  prevented,  Senators 
Conkling  and  Piatt  sent  in  their  resignations,  which  were 
read  to  the  Senate.  These  were  prepared  without  consulta* 
tion   with   intimate    friends,   and  created   great   excitement 
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throughout  the  country.  Governor  Cornell,  of  New  York, 
to  whom  the  resignations  were  sent,  used  in  vain  his  influence 
to  have  them  reconsidered  and  withdrawn.  After  this  act 
President  Garfield  returned  to  the  Senate  the  list  of  appointees 
that  he  had  withdrawn,  most  of  whom,  under  the  changed 
condition  of  affairs,  declined  the  nomination. 

The  extra  session  of  the  Senate  was  brought  to  a  close  on 
Friday,  May  20. 

" stalwarts''  and  *^ half-breeds." 

The  resignation  of  the  New  York  Senators  gave  the  dem- 
ocrats control  of  the  national  Senate,  but  they  did  not  think 
it  wise  to  take  advantage  of  their  unexpected  and  tempo- 
rary opportunity.  The  New  York  legislature  was  in  session, 
and  elections  for  filling  the  vacancies  soon  followed.  Over 
these  there  was  a  contest  which  widened  the  breach  in  the 
republican  party  more  than  ever.  One  wing  being  called 
*' stalwarts,''  and  the  other  "  half-breeds,"  the  name  given 
by  Conkling  to  independents.  Balloting  began  in  the  New 
York  legislature  for  successors  to  Senators  Conkling  and 
Piatt  on  the  31st  of  May.  The  majority  of  the  republicans 
were  independents  or  "half-breeds,"  and  supported  Chauncey 
M,  Depew  as  the  successor  of  Piatt,  and  William  A.  Wheeler 
as  the  successor  of  Conkling.  The  former  for  the  long  term, 
the  latter  for  the  short  term,  A  few  of  the  independents 
supported  Cornell.  The  "  stalwarts  "  were  In  the  minority  and 
they  renominated  the  Senators  who  had  resigned,  with  a  view 
of  vindicating  their  action.  The  nominee  of  the  democrats 
for  the  long  term  was  Francis  Kcrnan,  and  for  the  short 
term,  John  C.  Jacobs.  The  latter  having  withdrawn,  Clark- 
son  N.  Potter  was  nominated  in  his  stead.  The  contest  was 
brought  to  a  close  on  the  22d  of  July  by  a  compromise  which 
secured  the  election  of  Warren  A.  Miller  and  Elbridge  G. 
Lapham  as  successors  to  Piatt  and  Conkling.     This  heated 
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political  struggle  attracted  (he  att>>titioD  of  the  eutire  contt-  i 
try.  The  wc'akening  iafluence  of  thi-sc  fuctioas  would  have  ' 
outeed  the  democratic  state  ticket  in  the  fall  of  ]881  to  have 
been  successful  had  Dot  the  warriDg  factions  been  united  \>y 
the  iDterposilioD  of  Presideot  Arthur.  So  well  did  he  ai> 
romplish  this  work  that  there  was  only  one  democrat  on  the 
fiiate  ticket  who  succeeded. 

"itEGfUBs"    ASD   "  INDEPESDEKT8." 

The  spirit  of  jwlitical  faction  was  manifested  in  Pennsyl- 
vania amoug  the  rcpiiMicani  even  liefore  it  ap]»earpd  in  New 
York.  In  the  winter  of  1881,  a  succesHor  to  United  States 
Senator  William  A.  Wallatv,  of  PennHj'lvaiiia,  was  to  be  chosen. 
The  republican  caueiu  uoniinated  Henry  W.  Oliver,  Junior, 
but  the  friends  of  Galusha  A.  Grow  refuse<lto  participate  in  th« 
caucus  and  declared  in  a  written  paper  that  tijey  would  iude- 
pendently  manifest  tlieir  choice  in  the  legislature.  On  the  l"lh 
of  Januanr',  1881,  the  two  factions  issued  opposing  addresses  by 
which  they  defined  their  positions  to  the  people  of  the  state. 
Those  who  participated  in  the  caucus  and  nominated  Mr. 
Oliver,  were  called  "  regulars,"  and  those  who  opposed  the 
caucus  and  its  nomination  were  called  "  independents."  After 
a  long  struggle  the  leading  candidates  of  the  factious  withdrew ; 
whereupon  new  standard  bearers  were  chosen  on  whose  names 
the  dead-lock  continued  till  the  I7th  of  February,  when  each 
republican  faction  agreed  that  a  conference  committee  should 
he  appointed  consisting  of  twelve  from  each  division,  to  whom 
the  selection  of  a  candidate  should  be  referred.  After  a  ses- 
sion of  several  days  the  joint  convention  on  the  22d  of  Feb- 
ruary agreed  upon  John  J.  Mitchell,  of  Tioga,  as  a  compro- 
mised candidate.  The  following  morning  he  was  qominatcd 
by  a  full  republican  caucus  and  elected,  on  the  first  ballot,  in 
joint  convention  the  same  day. 
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THE  "continentals"   AND  THE  "  WOLFE  MEN." 

In  the  fell  of  1881,  General  Sylus  Bailey  received  the  nom- 
ination for  state  treasurer.  Charles  S.  Wolfe  announced 
himself  as  an  independent  candidate  for  the  same  position. 
The  independents  who  supported  (Jeueral  Bailey  were  called 
"continentals;"  and  those  of  the  same  fection  who  supported 
his  opponent  were  called  "Wolfe  men."  The  continentals, 
after  the  election,  proclaimed  themselves  willing  to  abide  by  all 
republican  nominations  fairly  made,  and  to  support  reforms 
within  the  party  lines ;  thus  it  is  seen  that  in  Pennsylvania 
the  republicans  were  divided  into  two  factions,  and  one  of 
these  fections  was  subdivided  into  two  wings. 

THE   RE-ADJUSTERS. 

• 

General  Mahone,  in  1878,  divided  the  democratic  party  of 
Virginia  on  the  question  of  the  state  debt.  He  was  charged 
by  his  enemies  with  seeking  to  repudiate  this  debt,  but  he 
denied  the  charge  and  said  the  bourbons  were  repudiating  it 
by  making  no  provision  for  its  payment.  It  is  doubtless 
true  that  the  views  first  taken  by  Mahone  underwent  some 
modification;  for  he  and  his  friends  afterwards  advocated 
full  payment,  less  the  proportion  equitably  assigned  to  West 
Virginia.  That  state  on  separating  from  old  Virginia  during 
the  war  declared  in  her  constitution  that  the  state  should 
never  contract  a  debt  save  one  for  resisting  invasion  or  sup- 
porting a  war  for  the  government,  and  in  this  way  evaded 
assuming  her  proportion  of  the  old  Virginia  debt.  General 
Afohone  advocated  the  funding  of  the  state  debt  at  three  per 
cent,  rate  on  the  ground  that  Virginia  could  pay  no  more. 
The  regular  democrats  advocated  full  payment.  By  uniting 
his  wing  with  the  republican  party,  General  Mahone  won  the 
legislature  for  his  organization,  and  was  elected  to  the  United 
States  Senate  in  December,  1880,     The  partisans  whom  he 
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headed  were  called  "  re-ailjusters,"  while  the  regular  demo- 
crats of  the  state  received  from  their  opponents  the  name  of 
"bourbons."  He  entered  the  extra  session  of  the  Senate  in 
1881,  and  became  allied  with  the  republicans  in  an  attempt  to 
break  the  "solid  south." 

Tha  Gcoeral  was  quite  prominent  during  the  session  and 
caused  more  excitement  in  the  chamber  than  had  the  contest 
in  his  state  bet^veen  himself  and  the  regular  democrats.  The 
struggle  of  the  re-adjusters  became  known  as  the  anti-bourbon 
movement,  and  efforts  were  made  to  extend  it  to  other  stales 
■wherein  the  democratic  vote  was  solid,  and  it  had  sonic  influ- 
ence ic  Georgia,  South  Carolina,  Tennessee,  Mississippi,  and 
Kentucky. 

THE  A8SABSINATI0X  OF  PBESIDEST  OARFIEIJI. 
On  the  2d  of  .Tiily,  1881,  President  Grarficld,  in  comjtany 
with  Secretary  Blaine,  left  the  ezeoatiTe  manuon  at  9  o'clock 
A.  u.  and  proceeded  to  the  depot  of  the  Baltimore  and  Po- 
tomac railway,  where  the  President  designed  to  take  a  special 
train  to  visit,  in  New  England,  a  college  from  which  he  had 
graduated.  Having  entered  the  main  waiting  room,  and  walk- 
ing arm  in  arm  with  the  secretarj-,  Charles  J,  Guiteau,  a  per- 
sistent applicant  for  office,  advanced  toward  the  President  and 
fired  at  him  two  shots,  one  of  which  was  harmless,  but  the 
other  entered  the  body  of  the  President  about  four  inches  to 
the  right  of  the  spinal  column  and  struck  the  tenth  and  the 
eleventh  rib.  The  wounded  President  sank  to  the  floor,  and 
was  conveyed  at  once  to  a  room  where  he  could  receive  nec- 
essary attention.  Dr.  Bliss  made  an  effort  to  find  the  ball 
but  was  not  successful.  The  system  of  the  President  was 
severely  shocked,  and  at  first  it  was  supposed  that  death 
■would  soon  ensue.  He  was  removed  to  the  executive  man- 
sion two  hours  after  the  shooting.  Vomiting  set  in  soon  af- 
ter this,  without  symptoms  indicative  of  recovery,  until  past 
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'midnight.  The  following  morning,  which  was  Sunday,  Dr. 
Bliss  was  designated  to  take  charge  of  the  case,  and  he  called 
to  his  aid  Surgeon-General  Barnes,  Assistant  Surgeon-Gen- 

•eral  Woodward,  and  Dr.  Raymond. 

By  telegraph  Dr.  Agnew,  of  Philadelphia,  and  Dr.  Ham- 
ilton, of  New  York,  were  summoned  for  consultation,  to  sat- 
isfy the  demand  of  the  country.     They  reached  Washington 

•on  Sunday  afternoon.  But  little  hope  of  recovery  was  en- 
tertained till  the  night  of  July  4,  when  a  favorable  turn  was 
observed,  and  on  the  following  morning  there  was  a  vague 
hope  that  the  result  would  be  favorable.  Drs.  Agnew  and 
Hamilton  then  returned  to  their  homes,  having  published  to 
the  country  that  they  approved  the  treatment  inaugurated  by 
Dr.  Bliss.  Improvement  continued  till  the  7th  of  July,  when 
Dr.  Bliss  became  very  confident  of  ultimate  triumph  over  the 
disease.  From  this  time  till  the  16th  there  was  gradual  im- 
provement, and  the  country  began  to  entertain  hopes  that  the 
patient  would  recover.  On  the  8th  of  August,  Drs.  Agnew 
and  Hamilton  performed  a  surgical  operation  that  lasted  an 
hour,  and  for  a  time  seemed  to  weaken  the  President,  but  hav- 
ing taken  nourishment,  he  soon  revived,  and  the  oj)eration  was 
pronounced  successful.  On  the  9th  he  wrote  his  name  for 
the  first  time,  and  on  the  next  day  he  signed  an  important 
extradition  paper.  On  the  11th  he  wrote  a  letter  to  his  aged 
mother,  at  Mentor,  in  which  he  used  words  of  a  hopeful 
tendency.  Hopes  and  fears  alternated  from  day  to  day,  amid 
the  most  painful  excitement  and  the  most  watchful  attention, 
till  on  the  6th  of  September,  when  he  was  removed  to  Long 
Branch,  in  a  car  prepared  for  the  purpose.  When  placed  in  a 
cottage  at  Elberon,  indications  justified  sanguine  hopes  of  a 
return  to  vigor.  The  country  watched  with  feverish  anxiety 
the  news  of  the  patient's  condition,  which  was  first  for  the 
better  and  then  for  the  worse.  On  Tuesday,  the  13th  of  Sep- 
34 
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tember,  the  improvement  was  such  that  the  patient  wa» 
placed  in  a  chair  at  the  window,  where  he  could  see  the 
waters  of  the  ocean.  Though  from  this  till  the  closing  mo- 
ment there  were  frequent  hopes  of  recovery,  the  wasted  and 
suiFering  form  was  sinking  day  by  day.  President  Grarfield 
died  on  the  night  of  September  19,  1881,  at  10  o'clock  and 
35  minutes;  and  the  nation  mourned  his  loss  by  a  sympa- 
thy unparalleled,  and  only  approximated  by  that  which  was 
occasioned  by  the  assassination  of  President  Lincoln.  After 
a  lengthy  trial,  the  assassin  was  tried,  convicted,  and  hung. 

Arthur's  acce&siox. 

At  midnight,  on  the  19th  of  September,  the  cabinet,  at 
Long  Branch,  telegraphed  Vice-President  Arthur  to  take 
promptly  the  oath  of  office.  This  he  did  before  a  local  judge  in 
New  York.  He  then  went  to  Washington  and  took  the  oath 
of  office  in  the  marble  room  of  the  Capitol  in  the  presence  of 
the  members  of  the  cabinet,  the  justices  of  the  Supreme 
Court,  a  few  senators,  and  members  of  the  H(>u:?e  of  Repre- 
sentatives. President  Arthur  arose,  and,  standi n^r  u{>on  one 
side  of  the  centre  table,  Chief  Justice  Waite  on  tlie  other 
side,  heard  the  oath  administered.  The  President's  manner 
was  calm  and  composed,  and  his  response,  "  So  help  me  God/' 
was  in  a  firm  tone,  without  a  tremor.  The  President  then 
read,  from  manuscript  notes,  a  brief  inaugural  address.  On 
the  same  day,  September  22,  the  cabinet,  through  Secretary 
Bhiine,  tendered  their  resignations.  The  President  said  that 
he  did  not  desire  to  accept  them,  and  would  esteem  it  a  {)er- 
sonal  favor  if  the  cabinet  would  continue  in  the  <liseharge  of 
their  duties.  The  emergency  being  great,  the  cabinet  mani- 
fested a  tlesire  to  aid  the  President  in  the  manafrement  of 
public  duties  till  he  should  see  tit  to  form  a  cabinet  of  his 
own  selection. 
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boss  rule. 

"Boss  rule"  is  a  political  epithet,  of  which  Wayne 
McVcagh  is  the  author,  and  is  a  term  used  to  designate  party 
domination  by  a  few  political  leaders  who  have  obtained  such 
influence  and  power  as  to  control  the  workings  of  their  party. 
In  Grant's  administration,  esixjcially,  this  kind  of  rule  be- 
came prominent  and  created  much  dissatisfaction.  During  the 
presidential  term  of  Hayes  it  met  with  rc»sistance,  and,  after 
the  death  of  Garfield,  systematic  eiForts  to  suppress  it  were 
instituted  in  some  sections  of  the  country. 

With  this  object  in  view  a  body  of  merchants  in  Philadel- 
phia organized  themselves  under  the  name  of  "  the  committee 
of  one  hundred,"  and  operated  with  influence  in  the  municipal 
elections.  The  citizens'  republican  association  of  Philadel- 
phia adopted  a  declaration  of  principles,  which,  among  other 
things,  declared,  "That  the  only  practical  method  of  restoring 
purity  to  administration  is  tlirough  the  adoption  of  a  system 
of  civil  service,  under  which  public  officials  shall  not  be  the 
tools  of  any  man  or  of  any  clique,  subject  to  dismissal  at  their 
behest,  or  to  assessment  in  their  service ;  nor  ap|M)intment  to 
office  be  '*  patronage  "  at  the  disposal  of  any  man  to  consoli- 
date his  power  within  the  party. 

"It  is  the  abuse  of  this  appointing  power  which  has  led  to 
the  formation  of  the  "machine,"  and  the  subjection  of  the 
party  to  "bosses."  Our  chosen  leader,  the  late  President 
Grarfield,  fell  a  martyr  in  his  contest  with  the  "  bosses."  We 
take  up  the  struggle  where  he  left  it,  and  we  hereby  declare 
that  we  will  owe  no  allegiance  to  any  "  boss,"  nor  be  subser- 
vient to  any  "machine;"  but  that  we  will  do  our  utmost  to 
liberate  the  party  from  the  "boss"  domination  under  which 
it  has  iallen. 

"  Recognizing  that  political  parties  are  simply  instrumental- 
ities for  the  enforcement  of  certain  recognized  principles,  we 
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shall  endeavor  to  promote  the  principles  of  the  republieah 
party  by  means  of  that  party,  disenthral le<l  and  released  from 
the  domination  of  its  "  bosses/'  But  should  we  fail  in  thifj, 
we  shall  have  no  hesitation  in  seeking  to  advance  the  princi- 
ples of  the  party  through  movements  and  organizations  out- 
side of  the  party  lines. 

The  general  defeat  of  the  republican  party  at  the  state  elec- 
tions in  the  fall  of  1882  is  regarded  as  a  national  blow  at 
"bossism"  and  the  defeat  of  machine  politics  in  the  same 
party. 

THE  STAR    ROUTE  SCANDAL. 

Those  postal  routes  that  are  not  along  the  regular  high- 
ways, such  as  railroads  and  rivers,  are  designated   in   the 
records  of  the  postofficc  department  by  stars.     For  this  rea- 
son they  have   received  the  appellation  of  the  star  routes, 
concerning  which  there  is  a  scandal,  the  origin  of  which  is 
traced  to  the  operations  of  the  department  in  Hayes's  admin- 
istration.    When    Mr.  James  became  post  master-gen  em  I    in 
President  Garfield's  cabinet,  he  discovered  irregularities  in 
the  conduct  of  the  mail  service,  in  connection   with  the  star 
routes.     These  routes  had  been  authorized  by  Congix'ss,  tt» 
])r()ni()te  the   more   rapid   carriage   of  mails,  and  to  extend 
further  the   mail  facilities.     These  routes,  in    the  west  and 
south,  were  unpopular,  and  the  demand  for  mail  fiicilitirs  in 
those  sections  would,  even  in  a  le<ritimate  wav,  unless  watehitl 
with  vigilance,  result  in  great  cost  and  extravagance;  hut  it 
is  alleged  that  General  Brady,  an  assistant  postmaster-general 
under  General  Key,  headed  the  formation  of  a  rinir,  bv  whiih 
routes  were  established  with  the  view  of  defrauding  the  gov- 
ernuK^nt ;  and  that   false   bonds  were  given,  and    large  and 
fraudulent  sums  were  paitl  for  no  service,  or  for  but  a  meager 
amount.   When  President  (iarfield  was  assassinated  this  sean- 
(hil  was  at  its  heiirht.     The  determination  of  the  Presiihuit  u> 
have  the  scandal  thoroughly  investigated  was  carried  out  by 
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Mr.  Arthur,  after  his  accession.  Formidable  indictments  were 

presented   in    Washington,   on   the   24th   of  March,    1882, 

against  persons  who  were  siippos<?d  to  be  implicated  in  the 

frauds.     The  trial  continued  till  the  following  iall,  without 

the  results  warranted  by  tlie  indictments. 

Congress  met  December    4,  with  the  republicans  slightly 

Forty-seventh  Congress,  1  dominant  in  both  branches.    The 

First  Session.  /  democrats  were  well  equipped  with 

eminent  leaders.    In  the  Senate  were  Hill,  Bayard,  Pendleton, 

Brown.  Voorhecs,  Lamar,  and  Garland ;  and  in  the  House, 

Stephens,  Il^indall,  Hewitt,  Cox,  and  Johnson.     Though  a 

great  amount  of  business  was  transacted  during  the  session, 

only  a  small  number  of  the  measures  was  of  such  a  political 

nature  as  to  attract  the  attention  of  the  public.     Among  these 

was  the 

anti-poi.ygamy  bill, 

enacted  for  the  purpose  of  suppressing  polygamy  in  Utah 
and  other  territories.  It  was  resisted  by  the  democrats  who 
questioned  the  propriety  of  assaulting  the  liberty  of  conscience. 
Their  opposition,  liowcver,  did  not  put  them  on  record  as  de- 
fenders of  polygamy. 

the  tariff  commission. 

For  the  last  six  years  legislation  has  demonstrated  that 
Congress  can  not  deal  successfully  with  the  tariff  question. 
The  i)osition  of  the  democratic  party  on  protection  was  not  so 
hostile  as  it  had  been  on  former  occasions,  but  the  party  op- 
posed the  bill  passed  this  session  for  creating  a  tariff  commis- 
sion whose  duty  it  should  be  to  deal  with  the  subject  by  the 
most  eflScient  efforts  and  report  at  the  next  session  of  Congress. 

THE   bank    bill. 

The  republicans  advocated  a  bill  to  enable  national  bank- 
ing institutions  to  extend  their  corporate  existence  and  pro- 
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vide  security  for  the  system.  Owing  to  the  resistance  of  the 
democrat,  the  republicans  passed  the  bill  only  through  pa- 
tient and  resolute  efforts. 

thp:  anti-ciiinese  bill. 

One  of  the  exciting  questions  debated  was  the  immigration 
of  Chinese  to  the  Pacific  slope.  The  democrats  supported 
the  bill,  which  was  introduced  to  restrict  Chinese  immigration 
until  the  expiration  of  twenty  years  after  the  passage  of  the 
act.  In  their  support  they  were  generally  aided  by  republican 
senators  from  the  west.  This  measure  was  vetoed  bv  the 
President,  but  a  new  bill  embracing  his  views  was  introduced 
and  passed.  It  provided  that  for  ten  years  after  the  a<?t- 
should  go  into  effect,  the  coming  of  Chinese  laborers  to  the 
United  States  should  be  suspended,  and  that  during  the  sus- 
pension it  should  not  be  lawful  for  any  Chinese  laborer  to 
come,  and  if  he  should  come  he  should  not  remain  in  the 
country.  This  act  became  a  law  in  April,  188*2,  and  took 
out  of  politics  the  consideration  of  the  Chinese  que^^tion. 

the  river  and  iiarhor  bill. 

A  measure  known  as  "the  river  and  liarbor  bill/'  passed 
both  branches  of  (^^nirress,  having  received  support  from 
democrats  and  rcpui)licans.  While  the  bill  was  pondinir  it 
received  severe  criticism  from  the  press  of  the  country  irre- 
spective of  party.  The  support  of  this  measure  by  the  re- 
publicans was  renieinhered  to  their  detriuKMit  at  the  following 
lidl  elections.  This  bill  havinjx  been  vetoed  bv  the  President 
became  a  law  by  a  two-thirds  vote  of  Congress. 

This  session,  of  the  47tli  Congress,  was  the  longest  single 
session  since  ISTfJ,  wIumi  two  hundred  and  titlv-four  davs  were 
devoted  ehierty  to  partisan  iiivestii!;ations.  This  Congress  ha< 
been  coTnnuMuK'd  lor  the  amount  of  work  acconiplishe<l  at 
legislation,  and  by  the  leading  commitlec^s.     Of  the  measures 


GARFIELD'S   AND   ARTHUR'S   ADMINISTRATION.        535 

•considered  there  were  but  few  that  elicited  political  contest. 
It  must  be  said  that  it  considered  many  measures  of  national 
importance  and  interest,  as  well  as  of  local  consequence. 

A  bill  making  a  re-apportionment  of  the  representatives 
became  a  law;  a  tribunal  for  the  adjudication  of  the  remain- 
der of  the  Alabama  claims  was  created;  a  three  per  cent, 
refunding  act  was  passed ;  a  law  designed  for  the  comfort  and 
protection  of  immigrants  during  the  voyage  to  America  was 
enacted ;  a  bill  to  regulate  immigration,  and  to  prevent  the 
landing  of  foreign  paupers  and  convicts  became  a  law ;  the 
^flBciency  of  the  life-.saving  service  was  promoted  by  the 
passage  of  a  bill  in  its  favor;  a  reform  in  the  system  of  pub- 
lic land  surveys  was  initiated,  and  the  future  cost  of  such 
surveys  was  reduced  one-third ;  provisions  for  the  reorganiza- 
tion of  the  navy,  and  for  the  building  of  ships  of  war  were 
properly  made;  the  compulsory  retirement  system  for  the 
iirmy  was  adopted;  necessary  amendments  to  the  law  regu- 
lating extradition  of  criminals  received  the  approval  of  both 
bnmches ;  more  efficient  provisions  for  the  education  of  In- 
dian youtli  were  made;  the  right  of  eminent  domain  in  the 
Indian  territory  was  asserted  by  the  government ;  the  rail- 
way mail  service  was  placed  on  a  better  basis ;  a  law  relating 
to  the  tonnage  measurement  of  American  vessels,  and  placing 
them  on  equal  footing  with  the  vessels  of  other  countries  in 
foreign  ports,  and  other  measures  looking  to  the  revival  of 
American  commerce  were  adopted;  and  a  joint  select  com- 
mittee was  appointed  to  inquire  into  and  report  upon  the 
condition  and  wants  of  American  ship-building  and  ship- 
owning  interest.  Seven  thousand  one  hundred  and  eighty- 
two  bills  and  joint  resolutions  were  introduced  in  the  House. 
Of  this  number  803  were  reported  favorably,  245  unfavor- 
bly,  while  about  6,134  were  left  in  the  hands  of  the  various 
committees. 

The  House  passed  383  bills  and  joint  resolutions,  287  of 


536  HLSTORY   OF   AMERICAN'   POLITICS. 

which  became  laws,  and  41  awaited  the  President's  approval- 
In  the  Senate  2,283  bills  and  joint  resolutions  were  intro- 
duced, 466  of  which  were  passed.  The  following  were  among- 
the  bills  and  joint  resolutions  of  general  interest  that  re- 
mained on  the  Senate  calendar:  ,To  establish  a  uniform 
system  of  bankruptcy ;  to  provide  for  ocean  mail  service 
between  the  United  States  and  foreign  ports;  to  regulate 
and  improve  the  civil  ser\'ice ;  to  incorporate  the  Maritime 
Canal  Company  of  Nicaragua ;  to  incorporate  the  Inter-ocean 
Ship  Railway  Company,  known  as  the  Elads  bill ;  to  consti- 
tute the  department  of  agriculture,  an  executive  department, 
and  to  enlarge  its  powers  and  duties;  to  provide  for  the 
performance  of  the  duties  of  the  oflBce  of  President,  in  case 
of  removal,  de:}th,  resignation,  or  inability,  both  of  the  Pres- 
ident and  Vice-President.  The  amount  appropriated  this 
session  for  various  purposes  was  $214,243,097.36.  After  ap- 
propriate remarks  from  the  presiding  officers  of  both  branches,. 
Congress  adjourned  on  the  8th  of  Auo^n.st. 

Garfield's  forekjn  poeky. 

It  is  now  known  that  had  the  litr  of  Prosidt'iit  Garfield 
been  j)rosorve(l  he  wouKl  have  made  liis  adininistnition  ('>|K'- 
eiallv  brilliant  abroad.  Secretary  Blaine  conceived  a  ])olicv 
which  looked  to  a  closer  relation  with  all  the  rejmblics  on  the 
western  hemisphere.  The  secretary  desired  a  coiiL^res>  of  the 
republics  of  America  at  Washington  and  under  the  jwitronairc 
of  the  United  States  government,  with  the  object  of  pro- 
moting trade  and  of  settling  all  difficulties  by  arbitration. 
This  cabinet  offic(T  sent  a  letter  to  the  Unitcnl  States'  minis- 
ters in  Centnil  and  South  America,  which  propose<l  the  con- 
ference, exj)laine(l  its  mission,  and  gave  instruction  to  the 
ministers.  The  (jiu\stion  was  complicated  by  the  war  bt^tween 
Chili  and  Peru,  and  a  scandal  resulted,  the  import  of  which 
was  to  implicate  officers  of  the  United  States  government  iu 
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improper  speculations  on  mines  in  Peru.  The  scandal  at- 
tracted the  attention  of  Congress,  and  a  resolution  was  offered 
instructing  the  committee  on  foreign  affairs  to  give  the  mat- 
ter ample  investigation.  The  resolution  was  adopted  and  its 
directions  carried  out,  but  nothing  was  found  that  would  im- 
plicate any  officer  of  the  government,  as  was  recited  in  the* 
resolution  of  Congress.  The  information  obtained  by  this 
investigation,  and  from  other  sources,  would  indicate  that  the 
foreign  policy,  as  conceived  by  Secretary  Blaine,  though 
abandoned  by  his  successor,  was  brilliant  beyond  any  ex- 
ample in  our  history. 

STATE   ELECTIONS,    NOVEMBER,  1882. 

On  the  7th  of  November  there  were  elections  in  thirty-two* 
states  of  the  Union.  Republican  losses  were  unexpectedly 
severe,  and  the  victory  of  the  democrats  was  overwhelming. 
The  result  of  the  elections  was  construed  by  many,  aside  from 
accidental  considerations,  as  a  protest  against  the  methods  of 
machine  politics,  as  represented  by  machine  politicians,  the 
whole  import  of  which  was  a  demand,  on  the  part  of  the  re- 
public, for  civil  service  reform. 

Congress  met  December  5,  1882.  The  democrats  entered 
Forty-seventh  Congress,  1  upon  the  work  of  legislation  en- 
Second  Session.  /  couraged  by  the  success  of  their  or- 
ganization at  the  elections  the  preceding  month,  while  the 
republicans  felt  that  only  through  prudent  action  could  they 
overcome  the  recent  defeat  of  their  party. 
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1881.— VIRGINIA  READJUSTEE  PLATFORM. 

{^Ado^ed.  June  J?.] 

1.  We  recognize  our  obligation  to  support  the  institution  for  the  deaf,' 
^umb  and  blind,  the  lunatic  asylum,  the  public  free  schools  and  the  gov- 
ernment out  of  the  revenues  of  the  state ;  and  we  deprecate  and  denounce 
that  policy  of  ring  rule  and  subordinated  sovereignty  which  for  years  bor- 
rowed money  out  of  banks  at  high  rates  of  interest  for  the  discharge  of 
these  paramount  trusts,  while  our  revenues  were  left  the  prey  of  commer- 
•cial  exchanges,  available  to  the  state  only  at  the  option  of  speculators  and 
syndicates. 

2.  We  reassert  our  purpose  to  settle  and  adjust  our  state  obligations  on 
the  principles  of  the  "  Bill  to  re-establish  public  credit,''  known  as  the 
"'*  Riddleberger  bill,"  passed  by  tlie  last  general  assembly  and  vetoed  by 
the  Governor.  We  maintain  that  tliis  measure  recognizes  the  just  debt  of 
Virginia,  in  this,  that  it  assumes  two-thirds  of  all  the  money  Virginia 
borroweil,  and  sots  aside  the  other  third  to  West  Virginia  to  be  dealt  with 
by  her  in  lier  own  way  and  at  her  own  pleasure;  that  it  places  those  of 
her  credit()i*s  who  Iiave  received  hut  six  pt?r  cent,  instalments  of  interest 
in  nine  years  upon  an  exact  e.pKOity  with  those  who  by  corrupt  agencies 
were  enabled  to  absorb  and  monopolize  our  means  of  payment;  that  it 
agrees  to  pay  such  rate  of  interest  on  our  securities  as  can  with  certainty 
be  met  out  of  tiie  revenues  of  the  state,  and  that  it  contains  all  the  essen- 
tial features  of  finality. 

3.  We  reassert  our  adherence  to  the  constitutional  requirements  for  the 
**  equal  and  uniform  "  taxation  of  property,  exempting  none  except  that 
fipecified  by  the  constitution  and  used  exclusively  for  "  religious,  charita- 
ble and  educational  purposes." 

4.  We  reassert  that  the  paramount  obligation  of  the  various  works  of 
internal  improvement  is  to  the  people  of  the  state,  by  whose  authority 
they  were  created,  by  whose  money  they  were  constructed,  and  by  whose 
grace  they  live;  and  it  is  enjoined  upon  our  representative  and  executive 
officers  to  enforce  the  discharge  of  that  duty;  to  insure  to  our  people  such 
rates,  facilities  and  connections  as  will  protect  every  industry  and  interest 
against  discrimination,  tend  to  the  development  of  our  agricultural  and 
mineral  resources,  encourage  the  investment  of  active  capital  in  manufac- 
tures, and  the  profitable  employment  of  labor  in  industrial  enterprises, 
grasp  for  our  city  and  our  whole  state  those  advantages  to  wliich  by  their 
geographical  position  they  are  entitled,  and  fulfill  all  the  great  public 
«n(ls  for  which  they  were  designed. 

5.  The  readjusters  hold  the  right  to  a  free  ballot  to  be  the  right  preserv- 
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ative'of  all  rights,  and  that  it  should  be  maintained  in  every  state  in  the- 
Union.  We  believe  the  capitation  tax  restriction  upon  the  suffrage  in 
Virginia  to  be  in  conflict  with  the  fourteenth  amendment  to  the  constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States.  We  believe  that  it  is  a  violation  of  that  condi- 
tion of  reconstruction  wherein  the  pledge  was  given  not  so  to  amend  our 
state  constitution  as  to  deprive  any  citizen  or  class  of  citizens  of  a  right  to 
vote,  except  as  punishment  for  such  crimes  as  are  felony  at  common  law. 
We  believe  such  a  prerequisite  to  voting  to  be  contrary  to  the  genius  of 
our  institutions,  the  very  foundation  of  which  is  representation  as  antece- 
dent to  taxation.  We  know  that  it  has  been  a  failure  as  a  measure  for 
the  collection  of  revenue,  the  pretended  reason  for  its  invention  in  1876, 
and  we  know  the  base,  demoralizing  and  danp:ert)us  uses  Ut  which  it  has 
been  prostituted.  We  know  it  contributes  to  the  increase  of  mono^xily 
power,  and  to  corrupting  the  voter.  For  these  and  other  reasons  we  ad- 
here to  the  purpose  hitherto  expressed  to  provide  more  efl'ectual  legislation 
for  the  collection  of  this  tax,  dedicated  by  the  ron-^iitutiiui  to  the  public 
free  schools,  and  to  abolish  it  as  a  qualification  for  and  restriction  ui>on 
suffrage. 

6.  The  readjusters  congratulate  the  whole  people  of  Virginia  (»n  the  pro- 
gress of  the  last  few  years  in  developing  mineral  resources  and  promoting 
manufacturing  enterprises  in  the  state,  and  they  declare  their  purpose  t«» 
aid  these  great  and  growing  industries  by  all  proper  and  essential  legi>la- 
tion,  state  an<l  federal.  To  this  end  thev  will  continui.'  their  eflorls  in  ]«•- 
half  of  more  conlial  and  fraternal  relations  between  tlie  >eeti<jns  and 
states,  and  especially  for  that  eoncord  and  hannoiiy  wliieli  will  make  ihe 
countrv  to  know  liow  earnestlv  and  sineerolv  Virginia  invites  all  imn 
into  her  borders  as  visitors  or  to  l)eeome  citizens  without  fear  of  x-nial  or 
political  ostracism;  that  every  man,  from  whatever  section  of  country, 
shall  enjoy  the  fullest  freedom  of  thought,  speech,  politics,  and  religi"ii, 
and  that  the  state  which  first  formulated  these  principles  as  fundamental 
in  free  government  is  yet  the  citadel  for  their  exercise  and  protection. 


1881.— VIKCHNIA  DEMOCRATIC  PLATFORM, 

[Aflojpit'd  Aiiffii>(  v'.J 

The  conservative  democratic  party  of  Virf,'Iiiia  ilemocratic  in  its  fe«i- 
eral  relations  and  conservative  in  its  stat**  policy  -assembled  in  conven- 
tion, in  vi(»w  of  the  present  condition  of  the  I'nion  and  of  this  ctaumon- 
wealth,  for  the  <>lear  an<l  <listintl  .•i>sertion  of  it>  poliijeal  principhs,  doth 
declare  that  we  adoj)t  the  followinLj  articles  of  political  faith: 

1.  Equality  i)i  right  and  exact  justice  to  all  men,  special   privileges  to 
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none;  freedom  of  religion,  freedom  of  the  press,  and  freedom  of  the  person 
under  the  protection  of  the  habeas  corpm;  of  trial  by  juries  impartially 
selected,  and  of  a  pure,  upright  and  non-partisan  judiciary ;  elections  by 
the  people,  free  from  force  or  fraud  of  citizens  or  of  the  military  and  civil 
officers  of  government ;  and  the  selection  for  public  offices  of  those  who 
are  honest  and  best  fitted  to  fill  them ;  the  support  of  the  state  govern- 
ments in  all  their  rights  as  the  most  competent  administrations  of  our 
^domestic  concerns  and  the  surest  bulwarks  against  anti-republican  tenden- 
cies; and  the  preservation  of  the  general  government  in  its  whole  consti- 
tutional vigor  as  the  best  sheet-anchor  of  our  peace  at  home  and  our 
safety  abroad. 

2.  That  the  maintenance  of  the  public  credit»of  Virginia  is  an  essential 
means  to  the  promotion  of  her  prosperity.  We  condemn  repudiation  in 
every  shape  and  form  as  a  blot  upon  her  honor,  a  blow  at  her  permanent 
welfare,  and  an  obstacle  to  her  progress  in  wealth,  influence  and  power; 
and  that  we  will  make  every  effort  to  secure  a  settlement  of  the  public 
•debt,  with  the  consent  of  her  creditors,  which  is  consistent  with  her  honor 
and  dictated  by  justice  and  sound  public  policy;  that  it  is  eminently  de- 
sirable and  proper  that  the  several  classes  of  the  debt  now  existing  should 
be  unified,  so  that  equality,  which  is  equity,  may  control  in  the  annual 
payment  of  interest  and  the  ultimate  redemption  of  principal;  that,  with 
a  view  of  securing  such  equality,  we  pledge  our  party  to  use  all  lawful 
authority  to  secure  a  settlement  of  the  state  debt  so  that  tliere  shall  be  but 
one  class  of  the  public  debt;  that  we  will  use  all  lawful  and  constitutional 
means  in  our  power  to  secure  a  settlement  of  the  state  debt  upon  the  basis 
of  a  three  per  cent,  bond,  and  that  the  conservative  democratic  party 
ple<lges  itself,  as  a  part  of  its  policy,  not  to  increase  the  present  rate  of 
taxation. 

3.  That  we  will  uphold,  in  its  full  constitutional  integrity  and  efficiency, 
our  public  school  system  for  the  education  of  both  white  and  colored 
children — a  system  inaugurated  by  the  constitution  of  the  state  and  estab- 
lished by  the  action  of  the  conservative  party  years  before  it  was  required 
by  the  constitution  ;  and  will  take  the  most  effectual  means  for  the  faith- 
ful execution  of  the  same  by  applying  to  its  support  all  the  revenues  set 
apart  for  that  object  by  the  constitution  or  otherwise. 

4.  Upon  this  declaration  of  principles  we  cordially  invite  the  co-opera- 
tion of  all  conservative  democrats,  whatever  may  have  been  or  now  are 
their  views  upon  the  public  debt,  in  the  election  of  the  nominees  of  this 
convention  and  in  the  maintenance  of  the  supremacy  of  the  democratic 
party  in  this  state. 

Resolved,  furihery  That  any  intimation,  coming  from  any  quarter,  that  the 
conservative-democratic  party  of  Virginia  has  been,  is  now,  or  proposes  to 
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be,  opposed  to  an  honest  ballot  and  a  fair  count,  is  a  calumnv  upon  the 
state  of  Virginia  as  unfounded  in  fact  as  it  is  dishonorable  to  its  authors. 

That  special  efforts  be  made  to  foster  and  encouraice  the  agricultural, 
mechanical,  mining,  manufacturing,  and  other  industrial  interests  of  the 
state. 

That,  in  common  with  all  good  citizens  of  the  Union,  we  reflect  with 
deep  abhorrence  upon  the  crime  of  the  man  who  aimed  a  blow  at  the  life 
of  the  eminent  citizen  who  was  called  by  the  constitutional  voice  of  fifty 
millions  of  people  to  be  the  President  of  the  United  States;  and  we  tender 
to  him  and  to  his  friends  the  sympathy  and  respect  of  this  convention  and 
of  those  we  represent,  in  this  great  calamity,  and  our  hearty  desire  for  his 
complete  restoration  to  health  and  return  to  the  discharge  of  his  import- 
ant duties,  for  the  welfare  and  honor  of  our  common  country. 


1881.— VIRGINIA  REPUBLICAN  PLATFORM. 

[Adopted  Atuju9t  IIJ] 

Whereas,  It  is  proper  that  when  the  people  assemble  in  convention 
they  should  avow  distinctly  the  principles  of  government  on  which  they 
stand ;  now,  therefore,  be  it, 

ItesolreH,  That  we,  the  republicans  of  Virginia,  hereby  make  a  dcclnni- 
tion  of  onr  allegiance  and  adhesion  to  tiie  principles  of  the  republican 
party  of  the  country,  and  our  determination  to  stand  scjuarely  l^y  the  or- 
ganization of  the  republican  party  of  Virginia,  always  defending  it  against 
the  assaults  of  all  persons  or  parties  wliatsoever. 

2.  That  amongst  the  principles  of  the  republican  party  none  is  of  mi»re 
vital  importance  to  tlie  welfare  and  interest  of  the  country  in  all  its  parts 
than  tliat  which  pertains  to  the  sanctity  of  government  contracts.  It 
therefore  becomes  the  special  duty  and  province  of  tlie  republican  party  of 
Virginia  to  guard  and  protect  the  credit  of  our  time-honore<l  state,  which 
has  been  besmirched  with  repudiation,  or  receive<l  with  distrust,  by  the 
gr()ss  mismanagement  of  various  factions  of  the  democratic  party,  which 
have  controlled  the  legislation  of  the  state. 

3.  That  the  republican  party  of  Virginia  hereby  pledges  itself  toretltH-m 
the  state  from  the  discredit  that  now  hangs  over  her  in  regard  to  her  ju^t 
obligations  for  nionevs  loaned  her  for  constructing  her  internal  impn>ve- 
ments  and  charitable  institutions,  which  permeating  every  quarter  i*i  the 
state,  bring  benefits  of  far  greater  value  than  their  cost  to  our  whole  pe'>- 
ple,  and  we  in  tlie  most  solemn  form  pledge  the  n»publi(:in  party  of  tlu* 
state  to  the  full  payment  of  th<^  wIhiIc  debt  of  ih«»  ^t:lt(*.  le-^  the  oni-thini 
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set  aside  as  justly  falling  on  West  Virginia;  that  the  industries  of  the 
conntry  should  be  fostered  through  protective  laws,  so  as  to  develop  our 
own  resources,  employ  our  own  labor,  create  a  home  market,  enhance  val- 
ues, and  promote  the  happiness  and  prosperity  of  the  people. 

4.  That  the  *public  school  system  of  Virginia  is  the  creature  of  the  re- 
publican party,  and  we  demand  that  every  dollar  the  constitution  dedi- 
cates to  it  shall  be  sacredly  applied  thereto  as  a  means  of  educating  the 
children  of  the  state,  without  regard  to  condition  or  race. 

5.  That  the  elective  franchise  as  an  equal  right  should  be  based  on 
manhood  qualification,  and  that  we  favor  the  repeal  of  the  requixements 
of  the  prepayment  of  the  capitation  tax  as  a  prerequisite  to  the  franchise 
as  opposed  to  the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  in  violation  of 
the  condition  whereby  the  state  was  readmitted  as  a  member  of  our  con- 
stitutional Union,  as  well  as  against  the  spirit  of  the  constitution ;  but 
demand  the  imposition  of  the  capitation  tax  as  a  source  of  revenue  for 
the  support  of  the  public  schools  without  its  disfranchising  effects. 

6.  That  we  favor  the  repeal  of  the  disqualification  for  the  elective  fran- 
chise by  a  conviction  of  petty  larceny,  and  of  the  infamous  laws  which 
place  it  in  the  power  of  a  single  justice  of  the  peace  (ofttimes  being  more 
corrupt  than  the  criminal  before  him)  to  disfranchise  his  fellow-man. 

7.  Finally,  that  we  urge  the  repeal  of  the  barbarous  law  permitting  the 
imposition  of  stripes  as  degrading  and  inhuman,  contrary  to  the  genius  of 
a  true  and  enlightened  people,  and  a  relic  of  barbarism. 

[The  convention  considered  it  inexpedient  to  nominate  candidates  for 
state  officers.] 
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rcceivctl  10. 

t  Kk'vcn  .state*?  did  not  vote,  viz.:  Alabama.  Arkansas.  Florida,  Geoiyia,  Louisiana. 
Mis'.issippi,  North  Carolina,  Sonth  Carolina.  TennesM-e,  Texas,  and  Virginia. 

X  Three  states  did  not  vote,  viz.:    Mississippi,  Texas,  an<l  Virginia, 
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SUMMARY  OF  POPULAR  AND  ELECTORAL  VOTES- Om/inuttL 
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Presidents. 


Candidates. 


Vote. 


Popu- 
lar. 
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Vicb-Pbebidemts. 


Canoidars. 
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1872 


1876 


1880 


87866 


38 


38 


Republican...... 

Dcm.  &  Lib ... 
Democratic... 
Temperance^. . 


369 


869 


Ulysses  8.  Grant 

Horaoe  Greeley 

Charles  O'Conor..... 

James  Black 

Thomas  A.  Hendricks 

B.  Qrat2  Brown 

Charles  J.  Jenkins... 
David  Davis 


31 
6 


♦  Not  Counted. 


Republican. 
Democratic. 
Greenback.. 
Prohibition. 


Rutherford  B.  Hayes.. 

Samel  J.  Tildcn 

Peter  Cooper 

Green  Clay  Smith .... 
Scattering 


Republican...... 

Democratic... 
Greenback.... 


James  A.  Garfield 

WinfleldS.  Hancock. 

James  B.  Weaver^ 

Scattering 


21 
17 


19 
19 


8,597.070 

2,834.079 

29,406 

5,608 


4.033,960|ia' 

4,284.885 184 

81,740 

9.522 

2,636 


4,442,950 

306,867 
12,576 


286|Henry  Wilson 

B.  Gratz  Brown..... 

Geo.  W.  Julian 

A.  H.  Colquitt 

John  M.  Palmer.... 

T.  £.  Bramlette 

W.  S.  Groesbeck.... 
Willis  B.  llacfaen.. 
N.P.Banks.. 


42 

18 

2 

1 


17 


Wm.  A.  Wheeler... 
T.  A.  Hendricks.... 
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Chester  A.  Arthur. 
Wm.  H.  English.... 
B.  J.  Chambers 


286 

47 
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1 
1 
1 
14 

185 
184 


^214 

155 


•Three  electoral  votes  of  Georgia  cast  for  Horace  Greeley,  and  the  votes  of  Arkan- 
IBS,  6,  and  Louisiana.  8,  cast  for  U.  S.  Grant,  were  rejected.  If  all  had  been  Included 
in  the  count,  the  electoral  vote  would  have  been  300  for  U.  8.  Grant,  and  66  for  oppo*- 
ing  candidates. 


DESCRIPTION  OF  THE  DIAGRAM 

OF  TBS 

mSTOBY  OF  POLITICAL  PABTIES— PLATE  ¥L* 


In  thiB  plate  the  outline  historj  of  tiie  parties  is  shown  by  ooloied 
streams,  represented  as  flowing  from  the  left  to  the  right  The  name  of  « 
political  organisation  appeiurs  npon  the  color  which  designates  the  psrty. 
When  the  history  of  a  party  begins,  the  color  b^ns ;  when  its  hisloiy 
closes,  the  color  disappearB.  After  each  name  the  word  poH^  b  under- 
stood. The  dates  at  the  extremities  of  a  color  mark  the  b^gUmi^g  and 
the  close  of  the  history  of  a  parfy ;  for  instance,  the  old  whig  party  began 
in  1773,  and  closed  in  1787  (p.  2B^ ;  it  was  a  oontinnation  of  the  populsr 
rights  party  (p.  6),  while  the  tory  party  (p.  80)  was  a  continuation  of  the, 
court  party  (p.  5).  That  out  of  which  a  party  was  oiganiaed  and  thst 
into  which  it  merged  are  readily  seen  by  inspection.  Take^  for  exam- 
ple, the  nullification  party,  which  sprang  from  the  democratic  party,  and 
merged  into  two  organizations.  The  origin  of  the  federal  and  anti-federal 
parties  is  prominently  shown  (pp.  52,  53);  having  been  formed  out  of  the 
particularist  and  strong-government  elements  (p.  51).  The  words  pro- 
ceeding from  the  stream  for  a  party  represent  the  issues  iof  that  party. 
The  issue  is  located  at  the  date  when  the  party  began  advocating  it ;  for 
instance,  the  constitution  in  1787  was  advocated  by  the  federal  party.  In 
1791  a  part  of  the  anti-federal  (p.  77)  united  with  the  republicans  (p.  78), 
and  this,  in  1793,  joined  by  the  democrats  (p.  79),  formed  the  democratic- 
republican  party  (p.  81).  When  a  party  is  in  power,  its  stream  appears  above 
the  streams  for  the  other  parties.  The  federal  party  was  in  power  from  the 
beginning  of  Washington's  administration  till  the  beginning  of  JeflersonV 
In  1801,  the  democratic-republican  party  obtained  control  of  the  govern- 
ment. In  Monroe's  administration,  the  federal  party,  having  been  over- 
borne and  conquered  in  several  presidential  campaigns,  ceased  to  maintain 
itself  as  a  separate  political  organization,  and  merged  into  the  democratic- 
republican  party;  then  occurred  the  "era  of  good  feeling."  The  peace 
party  (p.  178)  and  the  Clintonians  (p.  177)  existed  from  1811  to  1815. 

The  mysterious  disappearance  of  William  Morgan,  a  New  York  stal** 
Freemason,  in  September,  1826,  and  the  excitement  arising  therefrom, 
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resulted,  in  1827,  in  the  formation  of  a  political  organization,  known  in 
history  c^  the  anti-masonic  party  (p.  203). 

In  1828,  the  supporters  of  John  Quincy  Adams  separated  themselves 
from  the  democratic-republican  party,  and  styled  themselves  the  national 
republican  party.  The  supporters  of  Andrew  Jackson,  the  same  year, 
dropped  the  latter  part  of  their  former  party  title,  and  became  then  and 
afterwards  known  as  the  democratic  party  (p.  199). 

In  1831,  a  schism  occurred  in  the  democratic  party,  under  the  leader- 
ship of  John  C.  Calhoun,  the  representative  and  champion  of  the  "  state- 
rights ''  sentiment;  this  faction  received  the  name  of  the  nullification 
party  (p.  212).     The  locofoco  party  lasted  from  1835  to  1837  (p.  216). 

The  opponents  of  President  Jackson  and  his  administration  combined, 
in  the  year  1834,  as  a  political  organization,  to  which  was  given  the  name 
of  the  whig  party  ;  the  national  republican  party  was,  naturally  the  main 
constituent  of  this  new  organization,  but  it  received  large  accessions  from 
the  anti-masonic  and  nullification  parties,  and  many  adherents  from  the 
democratic  party  itself  (p.  216). 

In  1833,  the  national  anti-slavery  society  was  formed  (p.  215) ;  in  1839, 
a  portion  of  the  membership  of  that  society  gave  the  organization  a  polit- 
ical form,  and  became  distinguished  as  the  **  Garrisonians,"  or  abolition 
party  (p.  229).  The  following  year  (1840),  a  constitutional  anti-slavery 
party,  styled  the  liberty  party  (p.  229),  was  formed,  into  which  most  of 
the  abolitionists  entered.  From  this  party  there  was  an*ofrshoot  in  1845, 
called  the  liberty  league  (p.  256).  In  1848,  the  free-soil  democrats  of  New 
York,  styled  "  barn-burners"  (pp.  240-257),  and  the  liberty  party  formed 
what  was  called  the  free-soil  party  (p.  257). 

In  1848,  also,  the  New  York  division  of  the  democratic  party,  which 
had  borne  the  name  of  ''hunkers,"  dropped  that  distinguishing  title,  and 
became  as  one  with  the  old  association  (pp.  240-257). 

The  native  American  party  was  organized  in  1843  (p.  139),  and  the  sil- 
ver grays  in  1850  (p.  275). 

In  1854,  a  combination  of  anti-Nebraska  democrats,  whigs,  Americans 
(pp.  291,  275),  and  free-soilers  opposed  Pierce's  administration,  under  the 
designation  of  "anti- Nebraska  "  or  the  "  fusion  "  ticket.  At  this  time  the 
republican  party  was  organized  in  some  of  the  states ;  it  became  a  national 
party  in  1856  (p.  292).  The  same  year,  a  part  of  the  Americans,  calling 
themselves  North  Americans,  joined  the  republican  party.  This  party 
gained  the  ascendency  in  1860,  and  the  following  year  was  joined  by  a 
portion  of  the  constitutional  unionists,  who  had  formed  a  party  the  pre- 
ceding year  out  of  the  disbanded  American  party  (pp.  325,  363). 

The  democratic  party  was  in  power  from  1829  till  1841 ;  from  1845  to 
1849 ;  and  from  1853  till  the  inauguration  of  Lincoln.    The  whig  party 
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was  in  power  from  1841  till  1845,  and  from  1849  till  1853  (p.  276).    Tlit 
democratic  party  was  dismembered  in  1860.    The  Breckinridge  wing,  of 
the  south,  entered  the  confederacy  (p.  221);  the  Douglas  wing  supported    \ 
the  Union ;  a  portion  from  each  section  joined  the  republican  party  (p.  362).  ^' 
The  democrats  who  entered  the  confederacy  (pp.  327,  329)  returned  to  the 
democratic  party  after  the  war. 

The  liberal  republicans,  in  1872,  united  with  the  democracy,  and  nomi- 
nated Horace  Qreeley  (p.  436).  This  ticket  was  not  satisfactory  to  a  num- 
ber of  democrats.  These,  calling  themselves  "  straight-outs,'*  met  at  Loa- 
isville,  Ky.,  and  nominated  O'Conor  (p.  437). 

The  temperance  party,  organized  in  1872,  was  called  the  prohibition 
party  in  1876  (p.  438). 

The  labor  reform  party,  originating  in  trade  unions,  was  formed  in  1872 
(p.  438). 

Out  of  the  granger  organization  (p.  451)  grew,  in  part,  the  national 
(greenback)  party  (pp.  451,  452). 

The  Tammany  democrats,  and  independent  republicans,  or  "  scratcbers," 
of  New  York,  are  represented  (p.  501);  and  below  is  seen  the  national  lib- 
eral party,  organized  at  Cincinnati,  in  September,  1879,  under  the  lead  of 
Colonel  Robert  G.  Ingcrsoll. 

The  issues  that  a  party  has  advocated  are  presented  prominently  to  the 
eye.  The  issues  of  a  platform  appear  in  groups.  Take,  for  instance,  the 
platform  of  the  free-soil  party  in  1848,  and  note  the  leading  thoughts 
therein.     An  issue  is  attached  to  a  party  only  once. 

Along  the  upperedge  of  the  '*  Political  Diagram  "  will  be  found  the  names 
of  the  Presidents  who  were  from  time  to  time  at  the  head  of  the  fe<leral  pew- 
ernment.  Vertical  linen,  extending  across  the  plate  from  top  to  bottom, 
divide  the  party  history  into  administration  epochs,  live-sixteenths  of  an 
inch  from  left  to  right  beinj;  taken  for  a  year.  The  (lnti*s  for  the  bt^^in- 
ning  and  close  of  each  administration  arc  placed  at  the  bott^mi  of  the 
plate,  where  the  lines  terminate  that  set  ofTthe  history  of  the  administra- 
tion. Thus  it  is  seen  that  Plate  VI.  presents  at  one  view  the  entire  out- 
line hist(>ry  of  ])olitical  parties  in  the  United  States.  The  history  of  the 
issues  attached  to  the  colored  streams  is  given  in  the  body  of  the  work. 
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